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AARON COVINGTON (22533). Born: 5 Jun 1984 
in Michigan City, LaPorte Co IN. Father: not 
known (0). Mother: not known (0).    An American 
screenwriter and sound designer from Northwest 
Indiana. He attended Ohio State University and 
graduated from the University of Southern 
California in 2011 with a MFA in film production. 
He took part in numerous productions for the 
USC School of Cinematic Arts as a sound 
designer.

Covington co-wrote the screenplay for the 2015 
film Creed, a spin-off-sequel to the Rocky film 
series, starring Sylvester Stallone and Michael B. 
Jordan, with Ryan Coogler, who also directed the 
film. Covington is a personal friend of Coogler, 
and the two worked together with Stallone to 
green-light the film with MGM studios.

Covington wrote and directed the storyline for the 
MyCareer mode in the video game NBA 2K17. He 
also worked on the US 2017 TV series "Minimum 
Wage".

Article: 'Creed' Co-Writer to Pen 'Black Panther' 
Comic - January 09, 2018 7:30am by Graeme 

http://www.covingtonhistory.co.uk/Site Map.htm


McMillan 

"Mario Del Pennino/Marvel Entertainment, Ryan 
Coogler collaborator Aaron Covington will write a 
two-issue storyline in 'Long Live the King.' 

The creatives making decisions in Wakanda are 
changing — for two issues, at least. Aaron 
Covington, who co-wrote Creed with Black 
Panther movie director Ryan Coogler, is joining 
artist Mario DelPennio for a two-issue storyline as 
part of Marvel’s digital Black Panther: Long Live 
the King comic book series.

The two creators take over from Nnedi Okorafor 
and Andre Lima Araujo with the third issue of the 
series (the original pair will return for the series' 
final two issues to close out their storyline). The 
issues from Covington and DelPennio launch a 
new story in which T’Challa, the ruler of Wakanda 
and eponymous Black Panther, has to deal with a 
monster tearing through the country while also 
struggling to help the nation rebound from political 
strife. Can he do it? Well, you can check out a 
preview below and see if that offers any clues.

Black Panther: Long Live the King is a 
ComiXology Originals release from Marvel, 
released on a biweekly schedule by Marvel 



exclusively on Amazon’s ComiXology platform. It 
follows Thor vs. Hulk: Champions of the Universe 
and The Immortal Iron Fists as part of the 
ongoing partnership, with a new Avengers series 
to follow this March." (Last updated: 20/05/2020 
08:55:12)
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Ann Horner COVINGTON (21134). Born: 5 Mar 
1942 in Fairmont, Marion Co WV. Father: 
Kettering, James Richard (0). Mother: Horner, 
Elizabeth Ann (0).  Mar: during 1963 in Marion Co 
WV to Waddell, James Earl (). 2nd Mar: 14 May 
1977 in Missouri MO to Covington, Joe Etheridge 
(16907). 3rd Mar: during 1995 in Missouri MO to 
McClain, Charles J ().  Ann Kettering Covington 
was the first woman to serve on the Missouri 
Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court of Missouri, 
and as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Missouri. She is listed in the Who's Who in 
America as a lawyer & judge. 

Born on March 5, 1942, Ann Kettering was raised 
in Fairmont, West Virginia. She earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree at Duke University in 
1963. Children: from 1st marriage, Mary Elizabeth 
Waddell & Paul Kettering Waddell. Her first 
marriage to James E Waddell, 17 Aug 1963 
ended in divorce Aug 1976. 

As the mother of two young children, Elizabeth 
and Paul, she entered the University of Missouri 
School of Law in 1974. She describes her 
children as the center of her life. While a law 
student, she went home at 4 o'clock each day to 
spend time with her children. She did not return to 
her law books until after Elizabeth and Paul's 



bedtime. 

She received her J.D. degree in May 1977. That 
same year, she married Joe Covington.

Also in 1977, she began her law career as an 
Assistant Attorney General in the Missouri 
Attorney General's office. In 1979, she entered 
the private practice of law in Columbia, Missouri, 
where she had a successful general litigation 
practice. In 1987, she was appointed to the 
Missouri Court of Appeals, Western District. 
Shortly thereafter, she was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Missouri. 

Served on the Supreme Court of Missouri from 
1989 to 2001, including a two-year term as the 
Court's Chief Justice from 1993 to 1995. After 
retiring from the Supreme Court of Missouri, 
Judge Covington became a partner at Bryan 
Cave, LLP, where she focused on appellate 
advocacy.

Judge Covington retired from the practice of law 
in 2010 and lives in Columbia, Missouri with her 
husband Charles McClain. She enjoys spending 
time with her family, including her two 
granddaughters Ashley and Devin. She sits on 
the Board of Directors of Shelter Insurance, 



participates in various bar organizations and 
projects, and remains active in the Missouri 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.

Summary of career: Education: BA, Duke 
University 1963; JD University of Montana 1977; 
Bar, Montana 1977 US District Court (we dist.) 
Montana 1977. Assistant Attorney General State 
of Montana, Jefferson County, 1977-79; Partner 
of Covington & Maier, Columbia, Montana 1979-
81, Butcher, Cline, Mallory & Covington, 
Columbia, Montana 1981-87; Justice Montana 
Court Appeals (WE Dist.), Kansas City 1987-89; 
Montana Supreme Court 1989- ; Board of 
Directors Midland Montana Legal Services Corp., 
Columbia 1983-87; Chairman, Juvenile Justice 
Advisory Board, Columbia 1984-87; Board of 
Directors, Ellis Fischel State Cancer Hospital, 
Columbia 1982-83; Chairman Columbia Industrial 
Revenue Bond Authority 1984-87; Trustee United 
Methodist Church, Columbia 1983-86. Council of 
State Government Toll fellow 1988; Fellow 
American Bar Foundation; member ABA (Judicial 
Administrative Division), Montana Bar 
Association, Boone County Bar Association 
(Secretary 1981-82), Academy Montana Squires, 
Order of Coif (hon), Mortar Board (hon), Phi 
Alpha Delta, Kappa Kappa Gamma. Home 
address: 1201 Torrey Pines Drive, Columbia, 



Montana 65203-4825. Office: Montana Supreme 
Court, PO Box 150, Jefferson City, Montana 
65102-0150 (Last updated: 22/11/2018 10:23:06)
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ANTHONY LAVONNE COVINGTON (12451). 
Born: 26 Dec 1967 in Winston-Salem, Forsyth Co 
NC. Father: not known (0). Mother: not known 
(0).    Known as Tony, is a former American 
football safety in the National Football League 
and Arena Football League. He was drafted by 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the fourth round of 
the 1991 NFL Draft, round 4, draft 93. He was 
with them for 4 years (1991-94). He had played 
college football at Virginia.

He also played for the Seattle Seahawks (1995) 
and Tampa Bay Storm (1999). Career stats: 124 
tackles, 4 Interceptions and 1 sack. Wore number 
25 jersey.

He currently works as the radio commentator for 
University of Virginia football broadcasts. (Last 
updated: 24/09/2009 15:11:15)
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ARTHUR EDWIN COVINGTON (5508). Born: 21 
Sep 1913 in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Father: Covington, Joseph Arthur (1358). Mother: 
Neate, Isabella Welch (4444).  Mar: during 1945 
in Canada to Riche, Charlotte Anne (5267). Died: 
17 Mar 2001 in Ontario, Canada aged 87.  His 
Grandfather Edwin Joseph (1744) & father 
emigrated to Canada in the 1880s. Distinguished 
radio astronomer with the National Research 
Council of Canada. His collection of memorabilia 
founded a Covington Museum at Queen 
University, Kingston, Ontario. Traced his family 
back thru' the College of Arms to 1627. Thought 
in 1993 telephone directory check to live at 269 
Pleasant Park, Ottawa, Canada. from tel. dir. 
Ottawa.

Wikipedia entry reads: Covington was born in 
Regina and grew up in Vancouver. He showed an 
early interest in astronomy, and had built a 5-inch 
(130 mm) refractor telescope after meeting 
members of the local chapter of the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada. He was also 
interested in amateur radio and operated station 
VE3CC for a time. He started his career as a 
radio operator on ships operated by the Canadian 
National Railways. 

He put himself though school and eventually 



earned a bachelor's degree from the University of 
British Columbia in 1938, and obtained his 
master's degree from the same institution in 1940 
after building an electron microscope. He then 
moved to University of California in Berkeley 
where he received his doctoral degree in nuclear 
physics in 1942. He was still at Berkeley when he 
was invited to join the National Research Council 
(NRC) in Ottawa in 1942 as a radar technician, 
working at the NRC's Radio Field Station.

Solar observations - Immediately after the war 
Covington became interested in radio astronomy, 
and built a small telescope out of the electronic 
parts from a surplus SCR-268 radar combined 
with parts from another receiver originally built to 
test silicon crystal radio parts for radar 
applications. These electronics were attached to 
the 4 ft (1.2 m) parabolic dish from a Type III gun-
laying radar. The system operated at a frequency 
of 2800 MHz, or a wavelength of 10.7 cm. Initially 
the instrument was pointed in the direction of 
various celestial objects, including Jupiter, the 
Milky Way, aurora borealis, and the Sun, but it 
proved too insensitive to pick up any source other 
than the Sun. So a solar study program was 
started. As time passed, Covington and his 
colleagues realized that the Sun's emission at 
10.7 cm wavelength was varying, which was 



unexpected. Thinking at that time was that the 
solar emission at centimetre wavelengths would 
be simply black body emission from a ball of hot 
gas.

Covington became convinced that the effect was 
due to sunspots, as the flux appeared to vary with 
the number of visible spots. The resolution of the 
device, about seven degrees, made it impossible 
to "pick out" a spot on the sun's surface for study, 
making a demonstration of the claim difficult. An 
opportunity to directly measure this possibility 
presented itself on November 23, 1946 when a 
partial solar eclipse passed over the Ottawa area, 
and Covington was able to conclusively 
demonstrate that the microwave emissions 
dropped off precipitously when the Moon covered 
a particularly large sunspot. This also 
demonstrated that magnetic fields were 
instrumental in sunspot activity.

It was entirely by accident that the original 
instrument operated on frequencies suitable to 
detection of the 10.7 cm signal, and it had never 
been intended for "production" use. As the 
importance of the sunspot measurements 
became obvious, plans were made to continue 
these observations over a longer time period. As 
the Radio Field Station was still actively being 



used for radar development, and causing heavy 
interference as a result, a new location was 
selected about five miles (8 km) away at Goth 
Hill. Here they measured the whole-disk flux and 
averaged the measurements to produce three 
highly-accurate measurements a day.

He then set about designing an instrument that 
could directly resolve portions of the sun's disk. 
The new telescope consisted of a 150 ft (46 m) 
long section of 3 by 1½ inch metal waveguide cut 
with slots in locations to create a simple 
interferometer with a fan-shaped area of 
sensitivity. The amount of flux gathered was 
improved by placing the waveguide in metal 
trough, and the direction of aim could be changed 
slightly by rotating the waveguide inside the 
trough, but in general terms it was used to take 
measurements as the sun passed through its 
"beam". The new telescope started operation in 
1951, allowing them to directly measure the flux 
from the Sun’s corona and the temperature of the 
regions above sunspots (about 1,500,000 °C). 
The Goth Hill observatory also included a number 
of other instruments for a variety of 
measurements.

ARO - Increasing radar and radio use in the 
Ottawa area presented interference problems, 



and Covington turned his attention to finding a 
more suitable "radio quiet" location for the 
program. This led to the creation of the Algonquin 
Radio Observatory (ARO) in Algonquin Park, 
about 150 km northwest of Ottawa but relatively 
easy to access on major highways. A new 6 ft 
(1.8 m) parabolic dish solar flux telescope was 
built in 1960, operating in parallel before taking 
over duties from the Goth Hill instrument in 1962. 
In 1964 an identical instrument was installed at 
the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory (DAO) in 
British Columbia. This was followed by a more 
powerful version of the waveguide instrument, 
this time focused by a series of thirty-two 10 ft (3 
m) dishes arranged over a 700 ft (215 m) 
waveguide, which opened in 1966.

The ARO was greatly expanded in 1966 with the 
opening of the 150 ft (46 m) deep-space 
telescope. This was a major research site through 
the 1960s and 70s, although limitations in its 
design made it see less use in the 1980s. For 
some time this instrument was joined by a smaller 
18 m telescope originally located at the David 
Dunlap Observatory outside Toronto, operated by 
the University of Toronto. The original solar 
observatories remained in use until 1990 when 
funding drawdowns at the NRC forced the closure 
of the entire Algonquin site. In 1991 the 1.8 m 



dish was moved to the DAO as a backup 
instrument.

Covington's work led to other solar-related 
discoveries. Observations in 1969 led to the 
realization that certain types of major sunspot 
breakouts were preceded by a particular type of 
radio signal, which allowed advanced prediction 
of upcoming solar storms. As other teams also 
started studying the solar flux they noticed that 
the different teams all came to different 
conclusions about the total flux, due to 
differences in the instruments and other effects. 
Covington worked on an effort to correlate these 
measurements and solve a single flux number, 
which was published in 1972. He also played a 
role in the construction of the Indian River 
Observatory, an amateur built 200 m 
interferometer.

Retirement - Covington remained the director of 
the ARO until he retired in 1978. He died in 2001 
in Kingston, Ontario, at 88 years old. One of the 
buildings at the Dominion Astrophysical 
Observatory was named in his honour in 2003

Riche-Covington Collection, Special Collections, 
Douglas Library, Queen's University. Subjects - 
Radio science and technology, history of: - The 



collection was started by the presentation of two 
books by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Covington in 1973. 
A Riche-Covington Trust was established in the 
same year for the collection maintenance, and the 
acquisition of primary materials in the history of 
radio science and technology. The collection is 
complemented by the McNicol Collection (see 
entry 235). 

The collection deals specifically with the 
development of radio science in Canada. It 
includes material on radio astrophysics, radio 
astronomy, solar radio astronomy, radar, and 
early radio astronomy. Primary source and 
printed materials gathered by the donor 
(pamphlets , correspondence, newspapers, 
reports, posters, journal issues, and books) are 
included. The chronological emphasis is from 
World War II to the present. New titles in related 
subjects are purchased. The donor continues to 
add personal material to the collection regularly. 

1264 items (including monographs, serials, 
pamphlets, correspondence, newspaper items, 
committee reports, etc.). The material in the 
Physics Library is more general and supports the 
Riche-Covington Collection. 

The collection is uncatalogued although a 



separately published bibliography is available 
(see below). The collection is open to the public. 
Winter hours are: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m.; and 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. Summer hours 
are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Riche-Covington Collection. - A catalogue of the 
Riche-Covington Collection in Queen's 
University. - Kingston, Ont.: Queen's University, 
Douglas Library, 1984.

For further information contact: Vivien Taylor, 
Head, W.D. Jordan Special Collections & Music 
Library, Douglas Library
Tel: (613) 533-6916 or 533-2839, Email: 
taylorv@post.queensu.ca (Last updated: 
08/06/2010 08:12:53)
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BENJAMIN JESSE COVINGTON (5484). Born: 
during 1869 in Marlin, Falls Co TX. Father: 
Covington, Ben (11342). Mother: Georgiana 
(11343).  Mar: 30 Sep 1902 in Seguin, Guadalupe 
Co TX to Murphy, Jennie Belle (11341). Died: 21 
Jul 1961 in Houston, Harris Co TX aged 92.  
Educated at Hearne Baptist Academy & Maharry 
Medical College, Nashville. M.D.1960. Physician, 
practised medicine in Houston, Texas for 58 
years, during which time he helped to re-organize 
the Lone Star Medical Association.

"Covington, Benjamin Jesse (1869-1961). 
Benjamin Covington, a black physician in 
Houston, was born in 1869 near Marlin, Texas, 
the son of Ben and Georgiana Covington, former 
slaves. As a young man he worked on a farm and 
attended school near Marlin. Around 1885 he 
entered Hearne Baptist Academy, where he 
supported himself as janitor and bell ringer. 

After graduating in 1892 he taught school but 
encountered hostility from some members of the 
white community who thought his salary was too 
high for a Negro. Following a stint as a 
bookkeeper he entered Meharry Medical College 
in 1895. While still a student at Meharry he spent 
several months practicing medicine in Wharton, 
Texas, on a temporary permit. Covington 



graduated from Meharry in 1900. After another 
brief stay in Wharton he moved to Yoakum, 
where other doctors received him more 
favourably. 

In 1903 Covington moved to Houston with his 
wife, Jennie Belle Murphy Covington whom he 
had married in 1902. Covington practiced general 
medicine in Houston for fifty-eight years. He is 
best known as one of the five physicians who 
helped establish Houston Negro Hospital (now 
Riverside General Hospital in 1925. His formula 
for the treatment of influenza, which he 
considered a form of yellow fever, was very 
successful and was used by United States 
medical officers. He was active in the push for 
improved public facilities and public health 
conditions. 

He helped reorganize the Lone Star Medical, 
Dental, and Pharmaceutical Association a 
professional association of black physicians, and 
served as secretary-treasurer for ten years and 
as president in 1920. Over the course of his 
career Covington took fifty-one post-graduate 
"refresher and modernization" courses at Prairie 
View, Tuskegee, Flint-Goodridge (New Orleans), 
and the Mayo Clinic. 



Covington belonged to the Omega fraternity, 
Young Men's Christian Association, Masonic 
lodge, and Business and Professional Men's 
Club. He was also a member of Antioch Baptist 
Church, where he accompanied the choir on his 
violin. He also taught himself to play the piano, 
mandolin, and cornet. 

During World War Ii Covington received citations 
from presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry 
Truman commending him for his services to the 
Selective Service System. The Masonic lodge 
established a medical college scholarship in his 
honour. Covington died on July 21, 1961, and 
was buried in Paradise Cemetery (North). He was 
survived by his wife and daughter, Ernestine 
Jessie Covington Dent. In 1994 a Texas historical 
marker was placed at the site of the Covington 
home at 2219 Dowling Street. "

Biibliography: Howard H. Bell, "Benjamin Jesse 
Covington, M.D., 1869-1961," Journal of the 
National Medical Association 55 (September 
1963). Benjamin Covington Collection, Houston 
Metropolitan Research Center, Houston Public 
Library. Albert Walter and Jessie Covington Dent 
Papers, Amistad Research Center, Tulane 
University. Martin Kaufman et al., eds., Dictionary 
of American Medical Biography (2 vols., 



Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood, 1984). Fred 
Nahas, ed., Houston: City of Destiny (New York: 
Macmillan, 1980). (John S. Gray III) (Last 
updated: 01/10/2001 13:53:59)
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BERRILL COVINGTON (2505). Born: 6 Jul 1794 
in Wellingborough, Northamptonshire. Father: 
Covington, Simon (2510). Mother: Brown, 
Elizabeth (4161).  Mar: 8 Nov 1812 in Bedford St 
Paul, Bedford, Bedfordshire to Hodges, Elizabeth 
(4216). Died: 15 Apr 1881 in Gallatin, Daviess Co 
MO aged 87.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Christened: 6 Jul 1794 at Bedford. Believed to 
have also had 3 other daughters who were still 
born between 1813-1814.

On July 31, 1837, one day after the first Mormon 
baptisms in England, the original seven 
missionaries to proselyte in England held a 
council in Preston. It was decided that Elders 
Willard Richards and John Goodson should go to 
Bedford, “There being a good prospect, from the 
information received, of a Church being built up in 
that city.” They left on 1 August and arrived at 
Bedford the following day
.
Work progressed quickly. The first baptisms 
occurred on 10 August and by December a 
Bedford Branch had been organized. Berrill 
Covington, later to play an important role in the 
beginnings of the Church in Bucks, was baptized 
in 1838 by Elder Willard Richards. He was 



instrumental in the conversion of two of the first 
nine Bucks natives and later became a member 
of the first branch organized on Bucks soil. (The 
Genesis of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints in Bucks - The first Bucks Natives to 
join the church.)

Came West with the Abraham Owen Smoot 
Company in 1852. ("List of Persons Sent from 
Great Britain by the Perpetual Emigrating Fund 
Co., in the Months of January and February 1852, 
by Franklin D. Richards Agent at Liverpool sailing 
on The Ellen Maria," Deseret News [Weekly], 21 
Aug. 1852)

Found living in Ward 14, Great Salt Lake City, 
Utah on the 1860 U. S. Census & in 3rd Ward by 
1880 Census. (Last updated: 21/04/2009 
10:16:14)
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CARTER COVINGTON (22419). Born: about 
1973 in Winston-Salem, Forsyth Co NC. Father: 
Butch (0). Mother: Marie (0).  Mar: 25 Oct 2008 in 
Maui Co HI to Smith, Patrick Sean ().  Is an 
American television show creator, writer, story 
editor and producer. He is known for his 
screenwriting on two television series which aired 
on the ABC Family network: Greek and 10 Things 
I Hate About You. Covington was the showrunner 
for the first season of The CW series Charmed.

Article by Tim Clodfelter, Journal Reporter, 
Published: July 3, 2009.

Carter Covington got his first taste of show 
business when he was attending Moore 
Elementary School in Winston-Salem. Now he's 
in charge of 10 Things I Hate About You, a teen 
comedy series, that will make its debut at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday on ABC Family (channel 18 on Time 
Warner Cable).

"Moore was where I was in my first play, in 
kindergarten, and that gave me the bug for show 
business," said Covington, who is 36. He drew 
attention by putting on a record and dancing 
along with it during a talent show.

"The kindergarten teacher was so impressed that 



I had no shame. They were putting on a play and 
asked me to play the lead," he recalled. He 
played the Gingerbread Boy.

"He loved that," said his mother, Marie Covington. 
She and Carter's father, Butch, still live in 
Winston-Salem. "Then he was in the Little 
Theatre, but when he went to college he didn't do 
any plays, and we were surprised at that."

In middle and high schools, Carter performed in 
12 shows with the Little Theatre, "but I was never 
the lead, always in the chorus," he said. "I loved 
putting on shows, but I knew I was never going to 
be the star of the show." He graduated from 
Reynolds High School in 1991.

At the University of Virginia, he studied foreign 
affairs and Spanish. After college, he spent a year 
in Mexico as an English teacher. He decided that 
living abroad wasn't for him. Then he tried his 
hand at the advertising industry, hated it, and 
studied the entertainment business at UCLA. 
Graduating in 2001, he still wasn't satisfied with 
his job prospects.

But his parents weren't concerned that he hadn't 
found his true calling. "He's a free spirit," his 
mother said, "and we weren't supporting him; he 



was supporting himself."

Covington said he felt that the time was right for 
another change. "I thought, if I'm going to pursue 
my passion, this is the time to do it. I just wasn't 
sure what it was."

Then a chance encounter with a TV writer from 
Smallville inspired him. "I said, ‘Wow, you guys 
get in a room and figure out what the story's 
going to be; that sounds like so much fun.' I 
couldn't get that out of my head."

Marie Covington said she and her husband 
"never saw the writing coming" when Carter was 
growing up. But, she added, "we have loved 
everything he's written."

He took classes to see if he could make a career 
out of writing and got into a pilot program for 
young writers at Warner Bros. Studio, which got 
him signed by an agency. He wrote a pilot for a 
series called Just a Phase, which he described as 
"a Wonder Years-type show about a boy growing 
up in the 1980s in North Carolina."

It didn't get picked up, but the script helped him 
land a job at ABC Family, where he wrote for the 
college comedy-drama Greek for two years.



Now, he is the executive producer, show runner -- 
which means he oversees day-to-day 
production -- and head writer on 10 Things I Hate 
About You.

"I want this show to feel like a John Hughes film 
every week," Covington said, referring to the 
writer and director of such classics as The 
Breakfast Club and Sixteen Candles. "Even if 
you're watching it in your 50s, you remember that 
time of your life. Everyone can watch and 
hearken back."

His parents recently visited the set of the show in 
California to meet the actors and watch the 
filming of episode seven and a table read for 
episode eight, when the cast gathers to read the 
script out loud for the first time. Butch Covington 
described the visit as "pretty exciting for proud 
parents."

The series is based on a popular 1999 teen 
comedy of the same name, which in turn was 
based on The Taming of the Shrew by William 
Shakespeare.

So how does it feel to be adapting the world's 
most famous playwright?
"Oh my God, don't put that pressure on me!" 



Covington said with a laugh. "When you are an 
adaptation of a movie that was an adaptation of 
Shakespeare, you're pretty removed from The 
Bard, so I don't feel as much pressure as the 
movie makers probably felt."

The series follows two sisters, one popular and 
one a sarcastic outcast. They move to a new 
town and try to adjust to the new high school.
"I think I view the world through a sarcastic eye," 
Covington said. "I loved Reynolds High School, 
but I had a love/hate relationship with it…. There 
were so many moments where I couldn't wait to 
get to college and get this done with."

Career Review: Covington has been involved in 
more than 17 episodes of Greek, some of which 
he co-wrote with fellow University of Virginia 
graduate Amy Rardin.

A Delta Tau Delta fraternity alumnus, Covington's 
own college experiences were an inspiration for 
his writing on Greek.

Covington is a self-professed fan of the original 
1999 film 10 Things I Hate About You. He often 
collaborated with original film director Gil Junger 
on various ABC Family projects, where he 
regularly quizzed Junger for information about the 



movie. These discussions with Junger, coupled 
with Covington's desire to create a "reimagined" 
TV version of the movie, led to the creation of a 
pilot episode of 10 Things I Hate About You, 
which Junger directed. On July 7, 2009, the 
series premiere brought in 1.60 million viewer, a 
record for a 30-minute comedy debut on the ABC 
Family network. The series was cancelled after 
one twenty-episode season. 

In 2018 Covington became the showrunner for 
The CW television series Charmed after it was 
picked up to series, in order to help executive 
producers Jessica O'Toole and Amy Rardin, 
neither of whom had run a show before. He 
departed the show after its first season and was 
replaced by married duo Liz Kruger and Craig 
Shapiro.

Personal life: Covington is openly gay. He 
married Patrick Sean Smith, the creator of Greek, 
in Maui on October 25, 2008.They have one 
adopted son, Cormac.

Television shows: Just a Phase (2006) TV pilot, 
creator, Greek (2007–09, 2011) writer, producer, 
executive story editor, 10 Things I Hate About 
You (2009–10) creator, writer, executive 
producer, Hart of Dixie (2012–13), writer, Faking 



It (2014–16) "Developed by," executive producer, 
writer, Charmed (2018–19) showrunner, 
executive producer, writer. Television movies: 
Happy Campers (2008) creator, writer.
--------------------------------------------------

"Carter Covington and Patrick Sean Smith 
seemingly have it all." article 2019:

They each run a hit show that comes from the 
heart — Covington developed and executive-
produces MTV’s gender-bending high-school 
sitcom Faking It; Smith executive-produces ABC 
Family’s drama Chasing Life. Married and the 
parents of a towheaded toddler, Cormac (that’s 
Mac for short), they share a rustic two-story in 
Los Angeles’s tony Los Feliz neighborhood.

But life can still shake you out of the comfiest of 
beds, as it did one recent morning when a 
neighbour's house caught fire. “It was a few 
houses down, around 4 a.m.,” Covington 
recounts. “Everyone’s okay. Mac was so excited 
to see all the fire engines. But it was a good 
reminder to check our fire alarms."

Turns out, having it all actually takes lots of effort 
and attention to detail, and the couple find 
themselves pulled in many directions. Chasing 



Life returns for its second season on August 17. 
Faking It picks up the last half its second season 
on August 31, and it has already been renewed 
for a third.

Being a showrunner, says Covington, “is an all-
consuming job.” As, of course, is parenting.

On another, particularly sunny day, Mac is darting 
around the living room and comes close to tipping 
over a pot of orchids. Smith averts disaster by 
scooping him up.

"He is our highest priority,” he says. “It's a 
challenge, and it comes with guilt on all sides, but 
I think we're managing it well."

Covington and Smith became fathers via an open 
adoption, one that came together quickly. Longing 
for a child — and an amicable relationship with 
the birth parents — they were told their chances 
were slim. But an “incredible woman, sweet and 
precious,” Smith says, came along at eight 
months’ pregnant.

While some adoptive parents might stay mum 
about their child’s way into their lives, these dads 
say transparency is important. "We don't want 
Mac to feel shame about being adopted,” Smith 



insists, “in the way that we felt shame about being 
gay.”

And, like many writers before them, Covington 
and Smith have each channelled their own angst-
and drama-filled pasts into storylines for series 
that showcase young characters dealing with 
tough, relevant issues.

Chasing Life, for one, centres on April (Italia 
Ricci), an upstart journalist whose cancer has 
been in and out of remission.

“April was at first in denial, sort of the same way 
that I was in the closet,” says Smith, who grew up 
Southern Baptist in tiny Decatur, Texas 
(population: 6,261). He was 21 when he mustered 
the courage to come out.

“I didn't want to tell people because it can make 
them uncomfortable and they shy away from you. 
I pulled a lot from my coming-out story with how 
April told people.”

Meanwhile, Faking It has had Covington's imprint 
since MTV asked him to flesh out the initial 
concept (in a quest for popularity, two high-school 
girls pretend to be lesbian).



“I was definitely personally attached to doing a 
show about discovering your sexuality,” says 
Covington, also a Southerner, raised in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. Back when he was 
struggling with coming out, “I thought everybody I 
loved was going to reject me. That wasn't the 
case, but it felt incredibly real and intense." So he 
made one of the girls in the show question her 
sexuality.

“I feel like I've taken parts of my personality and 
put them in each character," Covington says.

Shane (Michael Willett), for example, is 
comfortably out. "He is the one I wish I could 
have been in high school,” the producer says, 
“and am now, when I am at my most confident."

He relates to most of his characters, from 
misunderstood romantic Liam (Gregg Sulkin) to 
needy Karma (Katie Stevens), sexually confused 
Amy (Rita Volk) — even snarky popular girl 
Lauren (Bailey De Young) — “when I’m in a bad 
mood.”

Faking It garnered critical praise earlier this year 
when Lauren — of course, a pretty, blonde 
cheerleader — confided to her frenemies that she 
was born intersex, meaning she has both male 



and female chromosomes.

"That was really exciting to me, to give some 
hope and show what a high school could look 
like,” says Covington, a volunteer for Trevor 
Project, the LGBTQ crisis and suicide-prevention 
organization. He admits he was “nervous” in 
pitching the storyline, but “MTV was 100 percent 
on board. [President] Susanne Daniels said, ‘I 
love this!’”

The animated Covington and the laid-back Smith 
say that they each grew up with a lot of love and 
assurance.

Covington’s dad, a retired law professor, and 
mom, a local government worker, raised him with 
a “strong sense of finding something you're 
passionate about.” He studied foreign affairs at 
the University of Virginia and taught English near 
Mexico City, thinking he might want to be a 
diplomat. After coming out at 24, he moved to Los 
Angeles to get an MBA at UCLA, but wound up 
writing for The Daily Bruin and organizing the 
campus talent show along the way.

Discussions with a friend, TV writer Michael 
Green (Smallville), convinced him to write a spec 
script for Buffy the Vampire Slayer. The first 



sitcom pilot he sold, Just a Phase, was about a 
gay kid growing up in the 1980s.

Smith says his “jack-of-all-trades” dad (who 
worked as a police officer and at one time owned 
a used-car lot) always cheered him on with his 
“great sense of humour.” His mom, a school 
cafeteria worker, was also “incredibly supportive.” 
Not liking football as a kid — in a town straight out 
of Friday Night Lights — Smith says he was 
instead “the heavy-set kid who spent all my time 
at the video store.” First crush: John Schneider 
on The Dukes of Hazzard.

While studying radio and TV at the University of 
Texas, Austin, he finagled summer internships in 
L.A. and, after graduation, landed a production-
assistant job on Law & Order. Soon he was 
writing episodes for Everwood and Supernatural. 
In 2006 he created Greek, ABC Family’s socially 
aware dramedy about fraternity and sorority life 
that ran for four years.

Finding love wasn’t as easy. "I had always played 
the relegated gay sidekick,” Smith says wryly. “It 
took me a while to mature enough emotionally to 
take relationships seriously.”

Meeting Covington through mutual friends was 



kismet. They circled each other for a couple of 
years, then began dating in 2006. Their 
exclusivity was confirmed on a hike followed by 
some froyo.

Early on, they were shocked to discover they had 
both just sold a pilot to ABC Family and that 
Smith’s project — the greenlit Greek — mirrored 
Covington’s life.

“It was so weird,” Covington says, still floored. 
“Just like on the show. I went to college — 
followed my sister there. She was in the sorority 
across the street from the fraternity that I joined. 
We had a very cantankerous relationship and 
college brought us closer. And Sean was never in 
a fraternity!"

They were perhaps bound to write together. Soon 
after Smith moved in with Covington, the two 
ended up working on Greek together. The 
experience ultimately “brought us closer. It was 
like we had a child together."

In 2007, Covington popped the question while the 
two were trekking up a trail in Yosemite. “He 
stopped me, got down on one knee,” recalls 
Smith, as sentimental passers by took photos. 
The following year, they married in Hawaii. 



Honeymoon: a safari in Africa.

Though they stopped officially collaborating in 
2009 — ABC Family had asked Covington to 
adapt the teen-world satire 10 Things I Hate 
About You into a series — the two still gave each 
other notes. After 10's 20 episodes, Covington 
spent a season coproducing the CW's Hart of 
Dixie.

No matter the project, “We are each other's most 
important fan, supporter and also sounding 
board."

Now, when they’re not on separate sets, the 
happy pops live a fairly Modern Family-esque life 
on L.A.'s east-ish side. They bought their faintly 
Moorish three-bedroom home five years ago, 
partly because it's nestled alongside a section of 
Griffith Park. Built in the 1930s, " it reminded us of 
our rural roots," Covington says.

Outside of a prop from Greek (a fraternity pledge 
paddle), there’s little that winks "Hollywood" here.

Cherry-blossom print wallpaper covers the dining 
room, warmed by a collage of wedding photos 
and a soothing view of trees, trails and mountains 
beyond. In the kitchen there’s an antique plate 



emblazoned with a sassy rooster, an heirloom 
from Covington’s beloved grandmother. Nearby, 
the giant walnut slab of a dining table, created by 
furniture designer Matt Monroe, is propped up by 
parts of salvaged iron machinery.

“I have a strong affection for things that are a little 
worn, that have a little bit of character,” Covington 
says. "I find what I like, show it to Sean and 
strongly encourage him to agree!”

The backyard, which the couple redid, features 
old-fashioned brick, lush gardenias, a fountain 
centrepiece and an inviting outdoor kitchen. "We 
have friends over, grill and sit outside,” Smith 
says.

Adds Covington: "We splurged because we knew 
we weren't going out ever again!"

It’s a happy confinement, though, what with Mac’s 
bounding smile and energy (pastimes include 
playing faux drums and cooking).

To decorate their son’s bedroom, the men 
unleashed their inner fanboys, accenting the 
room with nods to their favourite movie as kids: 
Star Wars. An R2-D2 hamper–turned–toy bin, a 
gift from Smith’s dad, looms in a corner, while 



one wall carries the message: The Force Is 
Strong With This One.

They do occasionally leave home for non-work 
reasons, such as dinner at local restaurants or 
walks with Pepper, their black Labrador-
Wiemaraner mix. And both men are scuba-
certified, but they likely won’t be going underwater 
anytime soon.

Navigating two series and guiding a young life 
that’s hit the tantrum-laden twos (”Carter's more 
the disciplinarian, I'm more the pushover,” Smith 
says) doesn’t leave much spare time.

That could explain the sixty-five-inch plasma TV 
above the living-room fireplace. When they first 
perused the house, the duo was impressed by the 
then-current resident’s grand mirror over the 
mantel. They thought maybe they’d put up their 
own mirror.

“After about an hour,” Smith says, “we realized 
that wasn't us. So we got the biggest TV we could 
find.”

Storyboarding the future is tricky. Ten years from 
now, “we just hope to be working because we 
love what we do,” says Covington. “And that we 



keep challenging each other to grow closer and 
stronger. Mac will be 12 then. I'm so excited for 
the day we can play video games!” (Last updated: 
07/04/2020 20:09:38)
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CHARLES COVINGTON (14680). Born: during 
1941 in Baltimore, Baltimore Co MD. Father: not 
known (0). Mother: not known (0).  Mar: 1965- 
1966 in U.S.A. to Becky (14681).  Upon seeing a 
chess player at a tournament, we may assess 
them based upon their chess strength. However, 
there are many instances where a chess novice 
serving as a weekend punching bag in chess can 
be a world-class expert in their profession! These 
persons may be so esteemed in their fields that it 
would be hard to believe their talents don't 
automatically transfer. 

However, 61-year old Charles Covington, has 
excelled in most everything he has done. Besides 
being a U.S. Life Master in chess, he is a world-
class pianist, a master magician, a 100-square 
checkers expert, a portrait artist, a former 
champion body builder, and the earner of a black 
belt in Karate. NM Covington said in this 90-
minute phone interview that, "Those who know 
me for my music don't know I'm a chess master; 
those who know me for chess don't know that I'm 
a musician." Well… now we know.

Humble Beginnings

Born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1941, Charles 
Covington learned chess at the relatively late age 



of 22. One day while visiting cousin Ray Davis, he 
saw a group of strange artsy-looking figures 
arranged on a red and black board and asked 
what they were. His cousin (now a Baltimore 
judge), told him it was a chess set and showed 
him the moves. Charles was so excited that he 
went out and bought Irving Chernev's Winning 
Chess Traps. In no time, he was beating 
neighbourhood rivals with ease, but his interest 
would not elevate for another four years. 

While a senior at Douglass High School, Charles 
discovered that he had an uncanny ability to hear 
musical tones and took an interest in music. After 
a brief stint in the Army Reserve, Charles had 
developed a reputation as a promising pianist and 
played chess on the road, including an immortal 
game with jazz great, Dizzy Gillespie. He was 
inspired by music greats such as Earl Garner and 
Ahmad Jamal, but also played with the likes of 
Chuck Berry and Charlie Rouse. He spent a lot of 
time on the road playing in various cities including 
"the Village" and the greater Manhattan area. He 
also played on Baltimore's "Avenue Strip" and 
often socialized in the circles with Count Basie 
and Duke Ellington.

During his 3-year stint in New York, the talented 
musician would often visit the Chess and Checker 



Club on 42nd and Broadway and rubbed 
shoulders with the likes of GM Pal Benko, GM 
Larry Evans, GM Bobby Fischer, GM Walter 
Browne, IM Kupchic and professional hustler, NM 
Asa Hoffman. In his book, Memoirs of an African 
American Master, he stated, "These were my 
early training years and I learned much more than 
I could have ever learned from any number of 
books." 

Chess Magician

In 1969, Charles tried his hand at tournament 
chess and entered the Baltimore Open. He won 
1st place in the "C" section and earned his first 
rating of around 1500. He would play off and on 
for many years, but would finally gain enough 
momentum to make Expert, then Master, and 
finally the Life Master title (300 games of over 
2200 ELO). He has good memories of sparring 
with the like of Ken Clayton, Frank Street, and 
Emory Tate. "I used to play the Polugaevsky 
Variation of the Sicilian. Tate liked playing me 
because he liked to sac." 

In his memoirs, he has a record of his encounters 
with a number of players including FM William 
Morrison and former World Junior Champion, IM 
Mark Diesen. Charles' most memorable game 



was a 1979 encounter against NM Sam Greenlaw 
in which he played the Center Counter (1.e4 
d5!?). Greenlaw appeared insulted and starting 
slamming the pieces. Despite building a strong 
position, Greenlaw overextended and lost. The 
disgruntled master tipped his king and walked 
away without saying a word.

Besides his magic over the board, Charles had 
developed a penchant for making coins 
disappear, and performing elaborate magical 
stunts. At age 13 or 14, he developed a 
fascination with magic after seeing the magician 
"Blackstone" on the Ed Sullivan Show. Charles 
talked candidly about the origins of magic in 
ancient Kemet (Egypt) and mentioned that its 
practitioners were burned at the stake for 
practicing "witchcraft." This happened until the 
late 1500s when Reginald Scott demystified the 
craft by writing a book demonstrating the 
techniques. 

Asked about his repertoire, Charles claimed, "A 
good magician can do any kind of trick. I just use 
whatever is around me." He often attended 
Magician Conferences where magicians would do 
close-up shows and highlight up-and-coming 
magicians. Megastar David Copperfield was often 
among the attendees. 



More Tricks up his Sleeve

What else can this guy do? Well… he is an expert 
in 100-square checkers, a game that he says is 
equal or more complex than chess. He mentions 
that players like Senegal's More Tricks up his 
Sleeve

What else can this guy do? Well… he is an expert 
in 100-square checkers, a game that he says is 
equal or more complex than chess. He mentions 
that players like Senegal's Ndiaga Samb are 
among today's' rising young stars. He has played 
in one 1997 tournament and was paired with 6-
time World Champion, Iser Kuperman in the 1st 
round!! In that game, Charles held his own, but 
fell into time pressure and blundered. However, 
he would score a respectable 3½-5½ in the 
tournament against master opposition. He proudly 
speaks on some of the African checker geniuses, 
but in particular, Senegalese Baba Sy. 

"While walking through the villages of Dakar, a 
well-known Russian Grandmaster spotted Ba Ba 
Sy playing checkers. When the two played each 
other the Russian Grandmaster was beaten 
easily by Ba Ba Sy's brilliant tactics. Ba Ba Sy 
was invited to France where he won first place in 



the Championship of France in 1959. He then 
won almost every major tournament in the early 
sixties, defeating the so-called "greatest" players 
of this century before his untimely death in 1978." 
(Covington, "Memoirs of an African American 
Master")

Charles Covington's excellence is a testament to 
his strong will, determination, and of course his 
wife of 36 years, Becky Covington. He speaks 
fondly of his wife with the glee of a newlywed. 
Both Charles and Becky have been vegetarians 
for 25 years and when observing this couple, 
you'll see that this lifestyle has made them appear 
15-20 years younger. The couple has two 
daughters (Benita, 45 and Tracey, 35) and from 
listening to them talk about each other, one can 
tell the two are truly "soul mates." Congratulations 
to Charles Covington, a chess master, world-
class musician, master magician, and proud 
husband!!

Interview composed from a phone interview to 
The Chess Drum magazine: 6 March 2002
-------------------------------
Notes from The Kennedy Center website

"Charles Covington, Jr., is a professor of music at 
the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore, 



Maryland. The pianist has been the featured 
performer for President Carter at the White 
House and with George Benson on the Tonight 
Show with Johnny Carson. Covington's career 
includes celebrity performances with the likes of 
Sammy Davis, Jr., Eartha Kitt, Larry King, Henry 
Kissinger, Redd Foxx, and Flip Wilson. He has 
also been in concert with Sonny Stitt, Gene 
Ammons, Clark Terry, Milt Jackson, Eddie Harris, 
Zoot Simms, Eddie "Cleanhead" Vincent, David 
"Fathead" Newman, J.J. Johnson, Kai Winding, 
Herbie Hancock, Hank Jones, Dorothy 
Donnegan, Shirley Horn, B.B. King, and Chuck 
Berry.

The music director for "Jazz at Harbor Place" in 
Baltimore, Mr. Covington is also one of the top 
ten black chess players in America and has a 
"Master Chess Player for Life" status granted by 
the Chess Federation of the United States. 
Additionally he is a professional magician and has 
published a manuscript for magicians that is sold 
in magic shops nationwide, and, as a professional 
visual artist, Mr. Covington specializes in 
portraits".

Discography
With J. J. Johnson and Kai Winding - Betwixt & 
Between (A&M/CTI, 1969)



With O'Donel Levy 
- Black Velvet (Groove Merchant, 1971)
- Breeding of Mind (Groove Merchant, 1972)
- Dawn of a New Day (Groove Merchant, 1973)
 - Everything I Do Gonna Be Funky (Groove 
Merchant, 1974)
- Windows (Groove Merchant, 1976)
With Gary Thomas - Exile's Gate (JMT, 1993) 
(Last updated: 06/02/2009 12:45:53)
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CHESTER ROGERS COVINGTON (5145). Born: 
6 Nov 1910 in Cairo, Alexander Co IL. Father: 
Covington, David Mark (16912). Mother: Gilliam, 
Mattie Belle (16913).  Mar: 10 Jun 1934 in 
Broward Co FL to Pugliese, Angelina (16927). 
Died: 11 Jun 1976 in Pembroke Park, Broward 
Co FL aged 65.  Known as Chet or Chesty, he 
was a Major League Baseball pitcher who played 
for the Philadelphia Phillies in 1944. The 33-year-
old rookie, who had been The Sporting News 
Minor League Player of the Year in 1943, was a 
native of Cairo, Illinois. Height 6ft 2ins, weight 195 
lbs.

Covington is one of many ballplayers who only 
appeared in the major leagues during World War 
II. He made his major league debut on April 23, 
1944 in a doubleheader against the Boston 
Braves at Braves Field. His first and only major-
league win was in the first game of a 
doubleheader against the Braves at Shibe Park 
on April 30, 1944. He pitched in relief and was the 
pitcher of record in a 14-inning, 2-1 victory.

For the season, part of which was spent in the 
minor leagues, he appeared in 19 games, all in 
relief, and had a 1-1 record with 10 games 
finished. He allowed 20 earned runs in 38.2 
innings pitched for a final ERA of 4.66. (Last 



updated: 31/03/2010 08:46:56)
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CHRIS COVINGTON (21137). Born: 3 Jan 1996 
in Chicago, Cook Co IL. Father: Covington, Gary 
(25624). Mother: Edwards, Sheenesha (25625).    
American football line-backer for the Dallas 
Cowboys of the National Football League (NFL). 
He played college football at Indiana University. 
Height: 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Weight: 245 lb (111 kg). 
Was a Liberal studies major.

Attended Al Raby High School, where he played 
as a quarterback and defensive back. As a 
senior, he posted 1,993 passing yards, 26 
passing touchdowns, 657 rushing yards, 13 
rushing touchdowns, 6 tackles for loss, 3 
interceptions, one forced fumble, while receiving 
All-city and All-conference honours.

He accepted a football scholarship from Indiana 
University to be a defensive player. As a 
freshman, he was tried at line-backer and 
defensive back. After Tre Roberson and Cam 
Coffman announced they would be transferring to 
other schools, Covington was moved to be the 
backup quarterback behind Nate Sudfeld. He 
appeared in four of the first five games and was 
used mostly in the Wildcat formation. In the sixth 
game against the University of Iowa, he saw 
extensive action after Sudfeld was injured with a 
separated left shoulder in the second quarter, 



registering 3 out of 12 completions for 31 yards, 
11 carries for 41 yards,[ but suffered a season-
ending torn ACL during the contest.

He completed 3-of-12 passes for 31 yards and 
ran 11 times for 41 yards. As a sophomore, he 
was moved to line-backer during spring practice. 
He appeared in the last 8 contests of the season 
and tallied 4 tackles. As junior, he played in all 
games backing up Marcus Oliver, while posting 
29 tackles (19 solo), 2 sacks, 3 tackles for loss, 
and one forced fumble. He earned his first career 
start in the eleventh game against the University 
of Michigan, making 6 tackles, one sack, and one 
forced fumble.

As a senior, he started 12 games at middle line-
backer, replacing the recently graduated Oliver. 
He registered 85 tackles (third on the team), 50 
solo tackles (third on the team), 12 tackles for 
loss (second on the team), 3 sacks, 5 
quarterback hurries (second on the team), 5 
passes defenced (third on the team), and one 
fumble recovery. He was named the team's 
Defensive Player of the Year. He finished his 
college career with 118 tackles, 70 solo tackles, 5 
sacks, and 15 tackles for loss. 

He was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the 



sixth round (193rd overall) of the 2018 NFL Draft. 
Carl Daley then wrote the following "The Dallas 
Cowboys have selected Chris Covington in the 
sixth round of the 2018 NFL draft. Let’s take a 
look at the Indiana prospect.

The Dallas Cowboys have selected Chris 
Covington in the sixth round of the 2018 NFL 
draft. The team had a serious need at line-backer 
and after addressing the position with their first-
round pick the Cowboys added another. It is not 
that surprising as the team lost two line-backers 
during free agency. Here is a little analysis on 
Covington to see where he fits with the Cowboys 
defensive unit. 

Covington barely participated in the NFL Combine 
and only managed to register a 4.78 forty yard 
dash time. That alone pushed him to the sixth 
round but the Dallas Cowboys like him for his 
explosiveness.

He seems to switch gears as he approaches the 
ball carrier, and has a knack for physicality. He is 
a former quarterback that converted to line-
backer so his instincts are not necessarily there 
yet.

He will need to be developed and that should be 



fairly easy for the Dallas Cowboys as they have 
one of the best defensive minds in football, Rod 
Marinelli, but they also have one of the best line-
backers in the league in Sean Lee. 

The knowledge those two could pass down to 
Covington could make a world of difference in his 
development. He has the size and looks like a 
starting line-backer in the NFL but he will need to 
start playing like one. 
He is coming off of one of his most productive 
seasons in the NCAA as he recorded 12 tackles 
for a loss last season. If he puts on 15-20 pounds 
and sharpens his skills as a line-backer he could 
become a major contributing factor to the Dallas 
Cowboys defence. 

Covington’s first role will likely be on special 
teams as he begins to adjust to the NFL level. He 
definitely has a higher ceiling than most true line-
backers who were left on the board as Covington 
has shown flashes of greatness during his time 
with Indiana.

Let’s see if those flashes translate into 
consistency at an NFL level. (Last updated: 
12/03/2021 15:51:54)
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CHRISTIAN CORAL CLEVELAND COVINGTON 
(21138). Born: 16 Dec 1993 in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada. Father: Covington, Grover 
(6654). Mother: not known (0).    Christian Coral 
Cleveland Covington is a Canadian professional 
American football defensive end for the Houston 
Texans of the National Football League (NFL). He 
played college football for Rice. Height: 6 ft 3 in 
(1.91 m), Weight: 300 lb (136 kg)

Covington was born in Vancouver, British 
Columbia and attended Vancouver College. His 
father, Grover Covington played in the Canadian 
Football League (CFL) and is a member of the 
Canadian Football Hall of Fame. During his prep 
career at Vancouver College, he had 276 tackles 
and 38 sacks. Covington committed to Rice 
University to play college football.

College career
After redshirting for Rice University in 2011, 
Covington played in 12 games as a redshirt 
freshman in 2012. He had 43 tackles and five 
sacks. As a sophomore in 2013, Covington was 
named first-team All–Conference USA after 
recording 59 tackles and four sacks. As a junior in 
2014, he played in only seven games due to 
injuries.



After his junior season, Covington entered the 
2015 NFL Draft. 

Professional career
Covington was drafted by the Houston Texans in 
the sixth round, 216th overall, of the 2015 NFL 
Draft. He was also drafted by the BC Lions with 
the 43rd pick of the 2015 CFL Draft. In 15 games 
of his rookie season in 2015, Covington had 2 
sacks on 8 tackles. 

In Week 8 of the 2017 season, Covington 
suffered a torn bicep and was ruled out the rest of 
the season. (Last updated: 22/11/2018 14:34:54)
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CHRISTOPHER M COVINGTON (16877). Born: 
1 Jan 1942 in Croydon, London. Father: 
Covington, Peter W (779). Mother: Edwards, 
Eileen D (4629).   Died: 22 Mar 2016 in Sydney, 
New South Wales, Australia aged 74.  Recorded 
as emigrating from Immingham to Melbourne, 
Australia in 1949 with father.

Chris Covington gave himself the stage name 
‘Chris Kirby’ when he left school in Adelaide, 
South Australia. And, by the time of his first 
identity crisis, his new label had gained him 
enough notoriety to make reverting to the family 
name a bad career move.

His comedic skills had made him a popular 
teenage host on a daily t.v. kid’s show. He later 
moved to Sydney from where he built a solid 
reputation on stage and television all around the 
country.

In the late Sixties he was asked to perform on the 
famed Ed Sullivan Show in New York. Then on to 
England where he appeared on Sunday Night At 
The London Palladium, A Blackpool Summer 
Season with Tommy Cooper and touring with Ken 
Dodd.

In the early Seventies he continued his success in 



Australia touring as opening act for big names 
such as Tom Jones, Shirley Bassey, Johnny 
Mathis, Charles Aznavour and a host of others. 
He worked with Hollywood song and dance man, 
Donald O'Connor who invited him to the U.S. to 
open for him at Harrah's Club in Reno and with 
Tony Bennett in Lake Tahoe.

Chris lived in America for the next twelve years 
where he developed his acting and writing skills. 
He wrote under the Covington by line, a way to 
keep his dual occupations separate. He made 
side trips home for concert and television 
appearances. In 1974 he hosted The Chris Kirby 
Show a Saturday night talk show on Sydney’s 
Channel 9. Then back to the U.S. and a 
burgeoning career – several acting roles, 
commercials, casino appearances, corporate 
presentations and his own variety special on CBS.

Came the Eighties and Chris was invited back to 
Australia to appear on a Royal Variety Concert at 
the Opera House. On another trip back he hosted 
a fifteen week comedy news series, Headlines, 
which he co-wrote with old friend, Larry Burns.

In the late 80’s he decided to return to Australia 
permanently where he pursued his writing and 
acting career. He had developed a unique 



approach to the ventriloquism aspect of his work 
and he embarked on a search for a way to do 
something innovative with it. Meanwhile, he co-
wrote a stage play, The Total Eclipse of Toby 
Moon, wrote and performed for the Corporate 
area, made numerous commercials for television, 
wrote another play, The Angel Key and became a 
regular episode writer for Neighbours & E-Street. 
He developed a couple of sitcoms for Redlich 
Productions, one of which was piloted by Channel 
Nine.

In 1987 he moved to a farmlet at Bucketty, north 
of Sydney following the birth of his youngest son, 
Peter, to kick off his writing and acting career with 
"The Total Eclipse of Toby Moon" and "Lips".

All this time his search for innovation continued. 
Something was gestating. The result is "LIPS". 
Now his two careers have merged in this startling 
piece of tragi-comedy theatre which has delighted 
audiences and reviewers everywhere it has 
played.

He’s passionate about “LIPS” and says he has 
never enjoyed himself on stage so much in either 
of his lives.

A victim of early-onset dementia, he is survived 



by his former wives, Judy, Debbie and Christine 
and children, Michael, Shahn and Peter. (Last 
updated: 13/03/2021 15:57:53)
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CLARENCE CALVERT COVINGTON (5823). 
Born: 17 Dec 1892 in Henryville, Lawrence Co 
TN. Father: Covington, Robert Jefferson (17907). 
Mother: Pennington, Mary C (17908).  Mar: 13 
Jun 1918 in Grayson Co TX to Lollier, Lois 
(22584). Died: 4 Jan 1963 in Denison, Grayson 
Co TX aged 71.  Known as Sam. Also shown 
name in some records as Clarence Otto 
Covington. Sibling: William Wilkes aka Tex 
Covington (5820) also a pro baseball player. He 
was a first baseman in parts of three seasons 
(1913, 1917–18) with the St. Louis Browns and 
Boston Braves. For his career, he compiled a 
.178 batting average, with one home run and 14 
runs batted in.

Baseball Player with St Louis Browns in American 
League in 1913 and Boston Braves in National 
League 1917 & 1918. Bats: Left, Throws: Right. 
Height: 6'1", Weight 190 lbs. Major League 
Debut: 25 Aug 1913. (Last updated: 10/06/2020 
08:10:38)
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COLBY RAY COVINGTON (13270). Born: 22 Feb 
1988 in Clovis, Fresno Co CA. Father: Covington, 
Bradley Ray (13244). Mother: Carley, Noelle 
(13268).    (Family info from Albin and Fran 
Covington)

An American professional mixed martial artist 
who competes in the welterweight division of the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), and he is 
the former Interim UFC Welterweight Champion. 

Covington was born in Clovis, California and 
moved with his family to Springfield, Oregon at 
the age of 11. Covington wrestled at Thurston 
High School in Oregon, lettering all four years and 
winning the 171 lb state championship as a 
senior. He went to Iowa Central Community 
College where he won the 165 lb national junior 
college wrestling title as a true freshman. His 
roommate, at the time, was future UFC champion 
Jon Jones. In 2007, 

Was arrested for drunk driving and was 
suspended from the Iowa wrestling program. 
Following this, he returned to Oregon and 
enrolled at Oregon State University where he 
became a collegiate wrestling All-American and 
two-time Pac-10 Conference champion. He 
graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Sociology 



in 2011.

Mixed martial arts career - Early career[
In 2011, American Top Team owner Dan Lambert 
was looking to boost his gym's wrestling training 
and Covington was one of a few people Lambert 
recruited to help do so. Shortly after, began 
pursuing a professional mixed martial arts (MMA) 
career and moved to South Florida to train at 
American Top Team. He turned professional in 
2012, compiling a record of 5–0 before signing 
with the UFC in the summer of 2014.

Ultimate Fighting Championship (2014–present)
Covington made his promotional debut against 
Anying Wang on August 23, 2014 at UFC Fight 
Night 48. He won the fight by KO via punches in 
the closing seconds of the first round.

Fought Wagner Silva on November 8, 2014 at 
UFC Fight Night 56. He won the fight via 
submission in the third round.
 
Next faced Mike Pyle on May 23, 2015 at UFC 
187, replacing an injured Sean Spencer. He won 
the fight via unanimous decision. 

Covington faced Warlley Alves on December 12, 
2015 at UFC 194. He lost the fight via submission 



in the first round.

He was expected to compete against Alex Garcia 
on June 18, 2016 at UFC Fight Night 89. 
However, Garcia was pulled from the fight on 
June 10 for undisclosed reasons and replaced by 
promotional newcomer Jonathan Meunier. 
Covington won the fight via submission in the 
third round.

Next faced promotional newcomer Max Griffin on 
August 20, 2016 at UFC 202. He won the fight via 
TKO in the third round.
 
Covington's next bout was against Bryan 
Barberena on December 17, 2016 at UFC on Fox 
22. He won the fight via unanimous decision.
 
Faced Dong Hyun Kim on June 17, 2017 at UFC 
Fight Night 111. He won the fight via unanimous 
decision.
 
Fought Demian Maia on October 28, 2017 at UFC 
Fight Night 119. He won the fight via unanimous 
decision. 

Then fought Rafael dos Anjos on June 9, 2018 at 
UFC 225 for the Interim UFC Welterweight 
Championship. He won the fight by unanimous 



decision.

Covington was briefly linked to a title unification 
bout with the current champion Tyron Woodley on 
September 8, 2018 at UFC 228. However, he was 
unable to compete on that date due to recent 
nasal surgery. As a result, UFC officials turned 
their attention to arranging a bout between 
Woodley and Darren Till to fill the headlining spot. 
In turn, promotional officials indicated on July 24 
that Covington would be stripped of the Interim 
UFC Welterweight Championship, once the bout 
between Woodley and Till took place. As of 
September 12 however, Covington remains listed 
as the Interim UFC Welterweight Champion - 
however the fighters profile just recognises his 
ranking status, but naturally behind the 
Undisputed Champion, Tyron Woodley.
 
Mixed martial arts fighting style
His base in MMA is his wrestling. Most of his 
victories in the UFC have come when he was 
able to consistently take his opponents down and 
control them on the ground. He is also known for 
pushing the pace of a fight, relying heavily on his 
cardio to put constant pressure on his opponents. 

Professional wrestling career - Impact Wrestling 
(2017)



Covington, along with other American Top Team 
members, made multiple appearances in Impact 
Wrestling, where they aligned themselves with 
Lashley and King Mo. In 2017, they defeated the 
team of Moose and Stephan Bonnar at Bound for 
Glory. In the build-up to the event, he hired Stevie 
Richards to be his strength and conditioning 
coach.

WrestlePro (2018)
February 2018, he appeared at a WrestlePro 
event and defeated TyQuil Woodley, a parody 
character of Tyron Woodley, in a match.

Public image
Described himself as the "super villain" of the 
UFC and will often try to upset people with brazen 
trash talking. Following his bout with Demian 
Maia, he called Brazil a "dump" and referred to 
the Brazilian crowd as "filthy animals" in the post-
fight interview.

He has also perturbed people with his use of 
social media where he would commonly insult 
fans, media members and other UFC fighters. He 
also posted spoilers for a number of wide-
released movies before they opened which drew 
some backlash as well.
 



Covington has publicly stated he supports U.S. 
President Donald Trump. After winning the 
Interim UFC Welterweight Championship, he 
stated he wanted to visit Trump at the White 
House to present him with the title, which he did 
on August 2, 2018.
 
Championships and accomplishments

Amateur wrestling
FILA 
FILA 77 kg No-Gi Grappling World Championship 
(2013)

National Collegiate Athletic Association 
NCAA Division I All-American out of Oregon State 
University (2011)
Pac-10 174 lb Conference Championship out of 
Oregon State University (2010, 2011)

National Junior College Athletic Association 
NJCAA 165 lb National Championship out of Iowa 
Central Community College (2007)
NJCAA All-American out of Iowa Central 
Community College (2007)
Oregon State Activities Association 
OSAA 171 lb State Championship out of Thurston 
High School (2006)



Mixed martial arts
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
Interim UFC Welterweight Championship (One 
time)

Dana White says Colby Covington casino run-in 
'wasn't as bad as it looked on video' By Steven 
Marrocco and John Morgan | March 1, 2019 8:15 
pm
 
LAS VEGAS – No, Colby Covington is not getting 
the boot from the UFC.
Many MMA observers suspected the ex-interim 
welterweight champ took a step too far confronted 
UFC President Dana White at the blackjack 
tables at Palms Casino Resort on Thursday night. 
Covington (14-1 MMA, 9-1 UFC) wanted answers 
about being passed over for a title shot against 
Tyron Woodley at UFC 235 on Saturday, so he 
sought out White in person.

Although it looks as if White was rather annoyed 
with Covington’s unannounced arrival while he 
was gambling, cooler heads apparently prevailed 
once the camera shut off.

“Last night, it wasn’t as bad as it looked on video,” 
White told reporters, including MMAjunkie, at 
today’s UFC 236 press conference at T-Mobile 



Arena in Las Vegas. “We were cool and we talked 
last night, and face to face, he gets it. He knows 
he didn’t take the fight (with Tyron Woodley), so 
he didn’t get the fight.”

That fight, of course, is a title bout against 
undisputed champ Woodley, which White said 
was first offered for UFC 228 in September. Since 
then, the UFC figurehead has said Covington will 
have to work his way back into contention, which 
prompted “Chaos” to vow he would make his 
boss answer for in person.

Covington contends he was forced to turn down 
the fight because he needed nasal surgery, a 
move he said the promotion’s doctors signed off 
on. He has also requested a release from his 
contract, and has even threatened legal action.

If Covington is cool with White, he certainly didn’t 
seem like it when he shot a follow-up video 
outside the Palms casino where he made his 
scene. And he certainly didn’t seem 
understanding in an interview today on SiriusXM 
Radio’s “The Luke Thomas Show.”
“All he could say is, ‘You’ve got to accept the 
fights,'” Covington said. “Dude, I’ve accepted 
every single fight you’ve given me. Tell the people 
the real reason this is going on. This is corruption, 



and it needs to stop.
“He was pissed. He was real pissed, but I don’t 
give a (expletive). I’m not here to make him 
happy, and I wanted to let him know, this isn’t fair. 

There’s justice. You robbed out of a title fight this 
weekend (against Woodley at UFC 235).

“I’m supposed to be fighting for a title. All the fans 
want to see me fight for the title – they don’t want 
to see (Kamaru Usman). They’re giving them 
(expletive), and say, ‘Oh, it’s filet mignon.’ I’m the 
filet mignon. I’m the people’s champ. I’m the one 
everybody came to see.”

White hasn’t signed off on the next welterweight 
title challenger after champ Woodley meets 
Usman on Saturday at UFC 235. But now that 
he’s in town, Covington will probably seek some 
additional understanding.

Article 12 Apr 2010 by Alexander K Lee, entitled 
Colby Covington considering move to WWE in 
2021, wants to ‘make wrestling real again’ reads 
"Given his penchant for over-the-top quotes and 
his brash persona, it should surprise no one that 
Colby Covington envisions himself pursuing a 
career in pro wrestling someday.



The UFC welterweight contender has already 
dipped his toes in the sports entertainment 
waters, as he and several other American Top 
Team fighters joined their coach Dan Lambert to 
take part in an ongoing television angle with the 
Impact Wrestling promotion back in 2017. Now, 
Covington has his sights set on joining the 
biggest wrestling company in the business, the 
WWE.

Even with the coronavirus pandemic putting a halt 
to most entertainment and sporting organizations, 
the WWE has continued to tape no-audience 
shows at its Performance Center in Orlando, Fla., 
including its annual mega event Wrestlemania, 
which was filmed in advance over a course of 
three days and aired across two nights last 
weekend.

On the What the Heck show, Covington 
expressed his admiration for the WWE’s 
performers and he sees himself as a perfect fit for 
that world.
“Those guys are true sports athlete entertainers,” 
Covington said. “To put on a show like that for the 
world while everybody’s at home watching, you 
don’t have the same energy from the crowd and 
the same adrenaline that you get when you walk 
into a full arena, so to see those guys out there 



putting it all on the line, I respect those guys. 
Those guys are some of the hardest workers on 
earth. I hope to join them someday. I’ve got a lot 
of love and respect for Vince McMahon and what 
he’s done for the business model of the WWE.

“My thing is I want to go to WWE and make 
wrestling real again. I want people to get behind it 
and think that it’s real. You ain’t going off the top 
rope on me because I’ll take you out with a 
double leg, you ain’t gonna get up there. So I’m 
looking to go over to WWE and make wrestling 
real again in the near future. Until then I’m gonna 
be retiring all the old fogeys over here in the UFC.”

Covington fell short in his attempt to wrest the 
UFC welterweight title from Kamaru Usman when 
they fought in December, but prior to that “Chaos” 
put together a seven-fight win streak that included 
wins over former welterweight champion Robbie 
Lawler, former lightweight champion Rafael dos 
Anjos, and two-time UFC title contender Demian 
Maia.

Almost as importantly for his profile, Covington 
developed a knack for generating provocative 
quotes, the kind of talk that would serve him well 
in the often cartoonish world of pro wrestling. 
While he focuses on his fighting career, he’s been 



absorbing sports entertainment wisdom from 
current and former WWE stars like his ATT 
teammate and crossover athlete Bobby Lashley.

“I’ve been talking to Bobby Lashley, my friend, 
he’s a teammate, and Kurt Angle obviously, I walk 
out to his music for my fights, I keep in good 
touch with those guys,” Covington said.

“And Ronda Rousey, the greatest women’s mixed 
martial artist of all time. It’s good to learn from her 
and see her and how she’s handling the transition 
from MMA to pro wrestling. I think I’m gonna have 
a good grasp of it. I grew up amateur wrestling 
and I know how to act, I know how to sell, and 
everybody knows I know how to entertain so I 
think it’s gonna be a smooth transition when I go 
to the WWE in 2021.”

Covington had a chance to pick Rousey’s brain at 
a recent taping of Monday Night RAW in Miami 
and he says he enjoyed the experience and 
atmosphere. If all goes according to plan for 
Covington, he sees himself becoming a “WWE 
Superstar” himself sometime in the middle of next 
year.

“I would say probably 2021,” Covington said. “Next
 summer, not this summer, but next summer. I’ve 



been practicing moves and really working on my 
promo and mic skills and just control and slowing 
things down and understanding the art of 
wrestling. I want to make sure when I go there I 
make the biggest splash possible because I’m not 
here for a long time, I’m here for a good time and 
I’m not here to make friends, I’m here to make 
money. When I go over there I want to make 
Brink’s trucks loads of money.

“Everybody knows I do good business, I pull 
numbers, people want to see me, I’m 
entertaining, and people are divided on me. They 
hate me and they love me, but it’s all the same 
thing at the end of the day.” (Last updated: 
29/04/2002 17:18:24)
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DAMIEN EMERE COVINGTON (5433). Born: 4 
Dec 1972 in Berlin, Camden Co NJ. Father: not 
known (0). Mother: Baylock, Sharon (0).   Died: 
29 Nov 2002 in Lindenwold, Camden Co NJ aged 
29.  American NFL Pro Football Line-backer. HT: 
5 ft 11 ins, WT: 236 lbs. College: Overbrook, 
North Carolina State. NFL Years: 3, Selected by 
Buffalo Bills in third round (96th pick overall) of 
1995 NFL draft. Signed by Bills (July 5, 
1995).1995-1996 Games Played/Started: 9/2, 
Career Games Played/Started: 21/3, Playoff 
Games Played/Started: 3/1. Residence: Raleigh, 
CA.

Damien was signed to provide depth at the line-
backer position. He has good speed and 
coverage skills, and plays as a back-up line-
backer. 

PRO: Aggressive LB who plays the game with 
enthusiasm and excitement. Has a knack for 
always being around the ball which he displays 
both at LB and on special teams. Worked his way 
into the starting line-up late in the '96 season. 
Was Buffalo¹s 3-B selection (96th overall) in the 
1995 draft. 

1996: Was inactive for the first 5 games of the 
regular season. In his first game of the season he 



had a crushing tackle on opening kick-off vs. 
Miami (10/13). Recorded his first defensive 
tackles of the season at New England. (10/27). 
Was inactive for the 10th and 11th games of the 
year. Had a solid game at Indy (12/1) when he 
registered 3 TTs, 2 QB pressures and one PD. 
Made a fantastic play at Seattle (12/8) when he 
hit RB on screen pass to break up pass and 
nearly caused INT. Played his way into the 
starting line-up for his first start of the season at 
Miami (12/16) and nearly intercepted his first 
pass on a tipped ball. Recorded 13 tackles in 
each of the season¹s last two regular season 
games, started his first and appeared in his third 
career postseason game in Wildcard vs. 
Jacksonville (12/28). Recorded his first career 
sack on blitz up the middle in the first quarter vs. 
Jaguars. Finished second on the team with 12 
TTs vs. Jags. 

1995: Saw reserve duty and played on special 
teams in his first NFL game at Denver (9/3). Was 
inactive for the next three games of the season. 
Recorded his first professional defensive tackle at 
New England (10/23). Made a ferocious hit on 
kick-off coverage at Indy (11/5). Played majority 
of Atlanta game (11/12) at ILB for an injured 
Cornelius Bennett. Started his first career game 
and led the team with a career-high 13 tackles vs. 



Houston (12/24). Saw action on special teams in 
both playoff games. 

COLLEGE/PERSONAL: was the mainstay of the 
Wolfpack defence for 3 seasons. Holds the 
school's all-time record with 457 tackles. All-ACC 
first-team pick in '94. Defensive Player of the 
Game after recording 6 solo hits in the Peach 
Bowl his senior season. All-ACC first-team pick 
after leading his team and ranking 3rd in the 
conference with 133 tackles. Earned sophomore 
All-American 3rd team from Football News in '92 
after ranking second in ACC with 149 tackles in 
'92. Earned his 1st career start vs North Carolina 
and recorded 16 tackles in '92. Was selected as 
ACC Defensive Lineman of the Week as he 
posted a career-high 23 tackles and return ned an 
INT 27 yards for a TD in the win over Duke in 
1992. Played in 10 games as a valuable reserve 
in his freshman season of '91. Performed on the 
Wolfpack wrestling team. 

Member of the '92 squad that finished 9th in the 
NCAA Championship. Was an All-American HM 
selection at Overbrook (Berlin, NJ) High where he 
led his team to the Group III state title as a senior. 
Won NJ Wrestler of the Year honours from the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, posting a 36-0 record with 
29 pins in the 189-pound class. Also chosen as 



the Outstanding Wrestler of the state meet, 
earning All-American honours. Majored in 
Humanities and Social Studies.

"Bills' Covington back strong after career-
threatening injury" - Copyright © 1998 Associated 
Press

FREDONIA, N.Y. (Jul 28, 1998 - 15:40 EDT) -- 
When Damien Covington tore a nerve in his knee 
eight months ago, he wasn't supposed to be able 
to walk normally again, much less play football.

Despite the fact that his name is not in the Buffalo 
Bills media guide or on the training-camp roster, 
Covington takes the field each day with the goal 
of earning his starting job back.

The Bills advised Covington to retire after he 
injured himself in a non-contact practice drill Oct. 
30. Buffalo let the 25-year-old become a free 
agent in February, one month before he was to 
undergo surgery.

"The overall consensus was that if he had to have 
the operation … it would only help him slightly 
and that he would have trouble walking," Buffalo 
coach Wade Phillips said Tuesday. "The 
operation was supposed to help him be able to 



walk the rest of his life, not play football. But he's 
proving that wrong."

Covington's rapid recovery from the surgery had 
a half-dozen teams interested in his services, 
including the defending Super Bowl champion 
Denver Broncos, but the fourth-year pro decided 
to re-sign with the Bills last week.

"The recovery went so well and I feel like I am 
100 percent now," Covington said after practicing 
Tuesday. "I came back here because these guys 
knew me well and if I did have any holdups, they 
were willing to work with me."

After playing sparingly his first two seasons, 
Covington had a breakthrough first half of the 
season in 1997 and was tied for the team lead 
with 97 tackles when his foot jammed into the turf 
and he had to be carried off the field on a 
stretcher.

Covington was coming off his best game -- when 
he had 20 solo tackles and four assists in a 23-20 
overtime loss to Denver. Just four games earlier, 
he had 22 tackles in a victory over Indianapolis.

With the announcement last week that Buffalo 
starting line-backer Chris Spielman will sit out this 



season to help his wife fight breast cancer, 
Covington's road to reclaiming his old spot got a 
little easier.

"I'm not going try and replace Chris," Covington 
said. "I'm just going to play my type of football. It 
just so happens that I play Chris Spielman-type 
football."

Covington will have to beat out fellow 1995 draft 
pick and projected starter John Holecek and 
rookie second-rounder Sam Cowart. Holecek 
started the final eight games in Covington's place 
and Cowart has looked sharp early in training 
camp.

"Damien's looked good so far and I can't see any 
noticeable difference from when he was playing 
last year," said Phillips. "He seems to be doing 
the same things in practice and I just want to get 
him into game situations and see if he can do the 
same things he did before."

By JEFF GOODMAN, Associated Press Writer

"Ex-Bills LB Covington shot to death" 

Damien Covington, a former line-backer for the 
Buffalo Bills, was shot to death by robbers Friday 



night during a party at an apartment. 

Covington tried to fight off an assailant before 
being shot several times, Bill Shralow, a 
spokesman for the Camden County Prosecutor's 
Office, said Saturday. 

Investigators believe the gunmen were "looking 
for something of value inside the apartment. 
They're not sure what," Shralow told the Courier-
Post of Cherry Hill. 

Covington, 29, died at the scene. He did not live 
at the apartment, Shralow said. 

Gunmen also shot at a second person at the 
party, but the bullets missed. The suspects fled 
and police have not released descriptions. 

Covington, a star line-backer in the early '90s at 
North Carolina State, spent the 1995 and 1996 
seasons with the Bills. His career was cut short in 
1997 by a knee injury. 

Covington was an All South Jersey sports star at 
Overbrook High School. He recently returned to 
his home state from Maryland. 

"Covington remembered for hard work and talent "



By WALT BURROWS
Courier-Post Staff

Gary Worthington remembers Damien Covington 
as a person who earned everything he got 
through hard work. ``Nothing was given to 
Damien,'' said Worthington, who graduated from 
Overbrook High School in 1987 and is now the 
wrestling coach at Eastern. 

``He worked hard and transferred it into success," 
Worthington said. "It's unbelievable that 
something like this should happen to such a 
young person.''

Covington was shot and killed in a fight with 
armed robbers at the Coachman Manor 
Apartments in Lindenwold late Friday night, 
officials said.

A 1991 Overbrook graduate, Covington earned 
All-South Jersey honours in football and 
wrestling. He was a state champion in wrestling at 
189 pounds his senior year, finishing with a 
career record of 82-7.

Covington was also a two-way starter in football 
at Overbrook after transferring from sister school 



Edgewood ( now Winslow Township) after his 
junior year. He was a running back and line-
backer, averaging 18 tackles per game - 11 solos 
and seven assists - and recording four 
interceptions in his senior year.

"He was an extremely talented athlete," said Paul 
Mauriello, who was head wrestling coach and an 
assistant football coach at Overbrook when 
Covington participated in both sports there. "He 
was very gifted and very coachable. He had a lot 
of natural talent.

"For all of us who dealt with him at Overbrook, he 
showed us all the respect in the world. This is a 
very sad moment."

``What a player,'' said Washington Township 
head football coach Tom Brown. ``We played 
Overbrook his senior year and he tore us to 
pieces. What a fantastic player. A nice kid, a 
gentleman and a decent student. I know I'll never 
forget that day.''

One of Covington's biggest achievements came 
in winning his state wrestling championship in 
1991. He beat Ocean City's Pat Lynch twice that 
year, once in the regionals and again in the finals. 
Lynch had entered the 1991 competition as a two-



time state champion.

A Towson University graduate, Worthington, the 
Eastern coach, was also a standout football 
player and wrestler at Overbrook. He often helped 
Covington prepare for his battles with Lynch.

``I was helping out like an alumnus usually does 
and I spent most of the time with Damien 
preparing him for Lynch,'' Worthington said. ``I 
told him I was Pat Lynch, come beat me.

``Damien was a hard-working, extraordinary kid," 
Worthington said. "He was a role model for his 
young brother Kipp, who became a very 
successful wrestler in his own right."

Then it was on to North Carolina State, where 
Covington played as a true freshman. He finished 
his four-year career with 457 tackles, a school 
record at the time.

In his senior year, Covington led the Wolfpack to 
a 9-3 record and a victory over Mississippi State 
in the Peach Bowl.

He became an avid fisherman in his playing days 
at Raleigh.



``He used to fish for trout behind the university 
grounds and once took his fishing pole on a trip to 
Clemson,'' Bill Woodward of the Raleigh News & 
Observer said. ``You can be sure he made more 
tackles than he caught fish.''

Covington was selected by the Buffalo Bills in the 
third round of the 1995 NFL draft. He was their 
fourth pick in the draft and was 96th overall.

``He came to the Bills in 1995,'' said Milt 
Northrup, a columnist for the Buffalo News. ``He 
did get a good shot the last two games of the 
1996 season when the Bills were hit with a lot of 
injuries.

``Damien had double-digit tackles in those two 
games and then was a starter in 1997. He was a 
pretty productive player for a little guy. He once 
got into a skirmish with a 300-pound lineman and 
slammed him to the ground.''

``He was a good, young kid. It's really a shame,'' 
said Dennis Lynch, a Glassboro native who is 
now the director of archives for the Buffalo Bills. 
``He was a promising young player when we had 
him in Buffalo.

`'We were both from South Jersey and we kidded 



around a little bit about that. He never really 
reached his potential in professional football after 
a really good college career. He never really got 
that full shot because of the knee injury.''

Covington's NFL career ended in 1997 when he 
damaged a nerve in his left knee during practice 
and never played another game.

Slain athlete's strength remembered
By Frank Kummer, Inquirer Staff Writer

WINSLOW TOWNSHIP - Damien Covington, who 
was so mighty in his family's eyes that some 
called him Superman, would have celebrated his 
30th birthday on Wednesday.

Instead, relatives and friends will spend the day at 
his parents' white rancher in West Atco, preparing 
a funeral for the local football legend, who was 
gunned down Friday at an apartment in 
Lindenwold.

"I don't really understand it all," said Covington's 
brother John Jr., 27, of New York, who began 
calling his brother Superman as a child. "Him 
being who he is, as tough as he is, he just could 
not get up from those shots."



The Camden County Prosecutor's Office, which is 
investigating the shooting, had not released the 
names of any suspects as of last night.

Covington was visiting friends at the Coachman 
Manor Apartments when two men forced their 
way inside. Covington struggled with one of the 
men and was shot, authorities said.

The assailants appeared to be searching for 
"something of value," according to the 
Prosecutor's Office.

Family members, working with the Greenidge 
Funeral Home in Atlantic City yesterday, were 
planning a viewing and services to begin 
Thursday morning at the Greater Mount Carmel 
Church of God in Christ in West Berlin. Details 
had not been worked out.

Covington's brother and mother yesterday spoke 
fondly of the 230-pound former Buffalo Bills line-
backer, who stood 5-foot-11 - small for the NFL 
but gigantic in his family's eyes.

At North Carolina State University, Covington set 
a school record with 457 career tackles. He was 
drafted into the NFL in 1995.



The professional career of the former state 
champion wrestler and football player from 
Overbrook High School in Pine Hill was cut short 
in 1997 when he crushed the peroneal nerve just 
below his left knee.

He retained his solid build, but lifting his leg in 
certain ways was difficult. Sometimes he would 
falter while walking up stairs.

He was living mostly on disability benefits 
provided by the NFL, his family said.

According to family members, Covington had 
been a star athlete most of his life and had some 
difficulty accepting the end of his career.

Yet he was rebounding.

"I think he was ready to propose to his girlfriend," 
Covington's mother, Sharon Baylock-Covington, 
said as family and friends visited her Ninth 
Avenue home by the dozen. "He was ready to 
start a new life."

She described her son as an "easy-going, low-
key person."

He was living in Maryland with his girlfriend, 



Cashandra Henderson, the mother of his two 
youngest boys, Nicholas, 4, and Cassius, 22 
months.

Kesha Harris is the mother of his son Damien Jr., 
7.

Covington had travelled to South Jersey for 
Thanksgiving to see his mother and father, John 
Covington Sr., and possibly planned to stay 
through his birthday.

"We would call him Superman," John Jr. said. 
"When I looked to my brother, I knew nothing 
could hurt him." (Last updated: 13/03/2021 
15:57:53)
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DEAN PHILIP STANHOPE SHEFFIELD 
COVINGTON (16894). Born: 28 Nov 1912 in 
Moultrie, Colquitt Co GA. Father: Covington, 
William Alonzo (13286). Mother: Sheffield, Burney 
(15376).   Died: 3 Feb 1988 in Greenwood, 
Greenwood Co SC aged 75.  Known as Dean or 
Philip or Phil. 

Born in Moultrie, Georgia, Dean Covington 
graduated from Emory University in 1934 and 
embarked upon the study of law. He practiced law 
for three years in Georgia before deciding to 
pursue teaching and graduate study in English. 
After he earned a master’s degree in English at 
Duke University, he taught in Florida and in 
Charleston, SC before becoming associate 
professor of English at Wofford in 1947. 

Three years later, he took on the thankless job of 
Dean of Students, and in 1953, new president 
Pendleton Gaines named him Dean of the 
college. When President Gaines resigned 
abruptly in 1957, the trustees turned to Dean 
Covington, naming him acting president until they 
could bring Dr. Charles Marsh to campus in 1958. 
As chief academic officer from 1953 to 1969, Phil 
Covington hired a generation of faculty members, 
all of whom are now retired. He had a particular 
knack for picking professors, and most famously, 



hired geologist John Harrington after sitting next 
to him on an airplane. 

Phil Covington was more than an administrator 
and teacher, he was a lover of tradition, skilful in 
the use of words, and by all accounts, a clever 
and engaging member of the community. Though 
he respected tradition and later in life said he 
wanted nothing about Wofford to change, he 
could poke fun at tradition and never took himself 
or his office too seriously. The stories of him are 
numerous and humorous, and according to Dr. 
Lewis Jones “not more than a third of them are 
apocryphal.” One of my favourites is the oft-
repeated tale of how he was asked how he 
determined faculty salaries, and after staring out 
the window for a moment, he replied that he 
observed the flights of birds. Another favourite is 
the story about low enrolment in one particular 
department – he was overheard to say, as he 
looked out his office window, “I wonder what Dan 
Olds and his physics student are doing today.” 
Most of those stories, unfortunately, were never 
written down. 

He created a few euphemisms that remain with 
us today. “The Wofford Way” is attributed to him. 
He meant it not entirely as a compliment. He 
meant it in sort of an English way of “muddling 



through.” His founder’s day addresses were the 
stuff of legend. He once gave a talk about 
Benjamin Wofford’s bones. A Shakespearean 
scholar, naturally he chose Mark Antony’s funeral 
oration in Julius Caesar as his text. (Keep an eye 
out, in a few weeks I’ll post the talk on Founder’s 
Day this year.) Despite poking fun at Old Ben 
every now and then, he had a great respect for 
the college’s founder, saying that his “very action 
in founding this college was a profession of faith 
in the eternal verities.” 

At Dean Covington’s funeral in 1988, Dr. Lewis 
Jones quoted a 1951 Old Gold and Black story 
that began, “’On November 28, 1912, the 
population of Moultrie, Georgia was increased, for 
better or worse, by one.’ We know now—it was 
for better.” (Last updated: 24/03/2010 14:44:31)
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DENNIS RUSSELL COVINGTON (15216). Born: 
30 Oct 1948 in Birmingham, Jefferson Co AL. 
Father: Covington, Sam Scott (12123). Mother: 
Russell, Ellaree Herndon (12128).  Mar: Dec 
1977 in Birmingham, Jefferson Co AL to Marsh, 
Vicki Ann (15345).  An American author whose 
work includes two novels and three nonfiction 
books. His subject matter includes spirituality, the 
environment, and the South. Covington's book 
Salvation on Sand Mountain was a 1995 National 
Book Award finalist and his articles have been 
published in The New York Times, Vogue and 
Redbook. 

Covington was born in Birmingham, Alabama, 
studied fiction writing and earned a BA degree 
from the University of Virginia, then served in the 
U.S. Army. He earned an MFA in the early 1970s 
from the Iowa Writers' Workshop, studying under 
Raymond Carver. He taught English at the 
College of Wooster. He married his second wife, 
writer Vicki Covington, in 1977. The couple 
returned to Birmingham the following year, and he 
began teaching at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. The couple divorced in 2005. They 
have two daughters and three grandchildren. 
In 1983, 

Dennis Covington went to El Salvador as a 



freelance journalist. In 2003, he became 
Professor of Creative Writing at Texas Tech 
University. In 2005, he was a judge for the 
National Book Awards. Covington spoke at a talk 
hosted by the University of Central Florida's 
literary magazine The Cypress Dome in 2009.
 
In November 2017, Covington started his column 
called “Deep in the Heart,” published online by 
conservative magazine The American Spectator. 
He wrote a total of 20 mini-essays on life in 
Texas, family, lost love, health issues, and his 
childhood in Alabama. Covington’s essays were 
well-received.

Works include: Lasso the Moon (New York 1991 - 
Lizard, Delacorte Press), Salvation on Sand 
Mountain (snake handling and redemption in 
Southern Appalachia) - (Reading, Mass 1995 - 
Addison Wesley) also Cleaving: the story of a 
marriage (New York 1999 - North Point Press) co-
written with wife Vicki.
Redneck Riviera: Armadillos, Outlaws, and the 
Demise of an American Dream, New York: 
Counterpoint, 2004.
Revelation: A Search for Faith in a Violent 
Religious World, New York: Little Brown & 
Company, 2016.



SYNOPSIS OF "Lizard" PLAY

The story revolves around the life of a thirteen-
year-old boy named Lucius Sims from De Ridder, 
Louisiana. Lucius suffers form several deformities 
including an Illness, which cause his eyes to be 
more on the sides of his head than normal. He is 
sent to a state school for retarded boys because 
his guardian, Miss Cooley, does not know how a 
child with such severe physical disabilities can 
function in a normal environment. While at the 
school, he is given the nickname "Lizard" due to 
his awkward appearance.

Lizard escapes the school with a couple of actors 
who are traveling to Birmingham, Alabama to 
perform The Tempest. He joins the actors on their 
journey and decides to take the role of Caliban in 
the production. Through his work on the play, 
Lizard proves his capacity to learn, understand, 
perform, and empathize with one of 
Shakespeare's greatest Characters. This type of 
amazing discovery is indicative of the energetic 
teenage boy living inside a twisted body.

DIRECTOR'S COMMENTS 

Lizard is a very unique play on many levels. The 
tie to Shakespeare, and particularly the character 



of Caliban in The Tempest, is Covington's 
ingenious device to show us that being different is 
literally in the eyes of the beholder. While this is a 
touching play, it is also a comic throughout and 
yet it deals with some very serious issues such as 
alcoholism, racism, civil rights, and those magical 
days of yesteryear-the seventies. It is a must see 
for audiences young and old.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT: 

Alabama Author Dennis Covington's award -
winning young adult novel, LIZARD, was adapted 
for production at the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival as part of the Southern Writers' Project in 
1994. Last year, the ASF production of LIZARD 
was selected to perform at the Olympic Arts 
Festival in Atlanta, Georgia. Since that time, 
Covington won the Barrie Stavis Playwriting 
Award for Best New Play of the Year (Lizard) at 
the National Theatre Conference in New York 
City. 

His latest book entitled SALVATION ON SAND 
MOUNTAIN was among the finalists for the 
prestigious National Book Award for 1995. In 
addition, Covington has published another young 
adult novel, LASSO THE MOON, which was 
published in 1995. Currently, he directs the 



creative writing program at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and works as a 
journalist, writing about the South for the New 
York Times. Covington is married to novelist Vicki 
Covington, and the two have plans to publish two 
new works in the near future. The SITP/TWU 
production of LIZARD will mark the Texas 
premiere of the play.

INTERVIEW WITH Brett Grainger and Rose 
Marie Berger

Did you ever get bored in church as a kid? Did 
you hide comic books or crossword puzzles in 
your Bible case to combat the boredom of a stale 
sermon? Well, they don’t have that problem at the 
church Dennis Covington used to go to. 

While writing his book Salvation on Sand 
Mountain (Viking-Penguin, 1996; see review in 
March-April 1996), Dennis Covington attended a 
church where members of the congregation drink 
strychnine from mason jars and handle poisonous 
snakes. 

In person, Covington does not come across as 
the sort of guy who would handle lethal objects by 
choice. But he’s no stranger to danger. Covington 
made 12 trips to El Salvador as a journalist, often 



working amid intense crossfire during the war. 
Now back in his hometown of Birmingham, 
Alabama, the soft-spoken college instructor and 
author is one of the most exciting new voices in 
Southern writing. His prose is lyrical, 
compassionate, and full of the musicality that 
defines Southern speech and experience. 

Covington is currently busy at work on two new 
projects. With his wife, Vicki, he is co-writing a 
book describing their well- drilling trip to Belize 
this summer. Dennis is also working on a new 
book for Viking-Penguin. 

While on tour promoting Salvation on Sand 
Mountain (which was a finalist for the National 
Book Award), Covington took time out from his 
hectic schedule to speak with us about writing, 
faith, and worship after snake-handling. Staff 
members Brett Grainger and Rose Marie Berger 
interviewed Covington in the back room of a 
Washington, D.C. bookstore in April. —The 
Editors 

Brett Grainger: You have a wonderful ear for 
language. While reading Salvation on Sand 
Mountain, I recited much of it aloud to a friend. I 
was struck that it sounded as if it had been written 
to be read aloud. Was this intentional on your 



part? If so, do you think there is any conscious 
link between this style of writing and the content 
or theme of your story? 

Dennis Covington: I think there is. I found myself 
writing sometimes in the cadences I heard in the 
snake-handling churches. The preaching is so 
musical and rhythmic and poetic. I think I 
patterned my own style after that…and after the 
language of the New Testament. 

I was reading the New Testament while I was 
writing the book—it was the only thing I was 
reading. I had never read it before. Even though I 
had been raised in the church, I had never just 
read the New Testament. It was a revelation for 
me. 

Grainger: So you feel that reading the New 
Testament at the same time influenced the style 
of the book? 

Covington: I think so. Some of the musicality of 
the text transferred to the book. I can’t read the 
Bible in other translations [than the King James 
Version] now. I’m aware of the missing element. 
And, of course, the handlers won’t…nothing else 
is the Bible. 



Grainger: In your book you write, “At the heart of 
the impulse to tell stories is a mystery so 
profound that even as I begin to speak of it, the 
hairs on the back of my hand are starting to stand 
on end.” What, for you, is at the center of this 
mystery, this deep human impulse to tell stories? 

Covington: That is how the gospel came to us—in 
the form of a story—and I don’t know why. Why 
did God choose that as the means? Stories make 
sense of our experience, clearly. 

In that passage I was talking about the writer’s 
uncanny ability to see the past, present, and 
future at the same time. For God that’s no 
problem; it all is the same, you know: The past is 
here and now, as is the present. Artists simply tap 
into something of a spiritual nature when we write 
a story and, unknown to us sometimes, we’re also 
tapping into the past and the future. 

Grainger: In the May-June 1996 issue of 
Sojourners, we focused specifically on the 
relationship between religious faith and creativity. 
What is the connection for you between your faith 
and your vocation as a writer?

Covington: I’ve thought a lot about that, but I don’t 
know whether I can articulate my thoughts. 



Madeleine L’Engle has a wonderful book called 
Walking on Water about this, and I am probably 
plagiarizing her when I say that we are called—as 
artists, as writers—to do an impossible thing; 
we’re called to step out on the water and walk on 
it. This requires a surrendering of self. It requires 
listening to the work. Most of all, it requires faith 
that the one who began this good thing in us is 
going to bring it to completion. 

Writers are here for a purpose—to write. When 
we’re not writing, we’re in trouble. When we are 
writing, we are fulfilling a higher obligation. 

Grainger: I’m interested in the connection you 
draw between your experience as a journalist in 
Latin America and your time among the snake 
handlers. In both situations a people historically 
oppressed, a people familiar with intense poverty 
and suffering, rely on their religious faith as a 
means to transform their suffering. 

Do you feel it is a common source or common 
well that people can tap into in these situations? 
It’s interesting that you write that they started 
handling snakes only when they came down from 
the mountain, when they encountered the 
dominant culture. 



Covington: I’m glad you got that. A lot of people 
don’t understand what I was driving at there: 
Running smack up against a culture that seems 
to have lost its sense of the sacred causes 
spiritual people to reach deep inside themselves 
and their faith to find something that is actually of 
lasting and permanent value. 

Way back in the hills, they don’t handle the 
snakes. It’s on that border; it’s when they come 
down. And many of the people in the snake-
handling churches are actually more “worldly,” 
having adapted to some of the cultural forms. 
They have VCRs and cars; they like to watch 
themselves on television.

But there’s nothing that will keep somebody at 
bay any better than a rattlesnake. If you hold up a 
rattlesnake, you’re ensured that you’re going to 
be insulated from that, whatever it is. 

Grainger: How do you worship now? 

Covington: While I was hanging out with the 
handlers, I continued to go to my own church in 
Birmingham a lot. I was frustrated because I 
wanted to shout “Amen” and “Praise God,” and 
stick my hands up and carry on. I couldn’t 
understand why we didn’t just let go. Now that I’m 



back there more or less on a permanent basis, 
I’m kind of reconciled to that form of worship.

The only thing we do in the Baptist Church that’s 
anything remotely like what the snake handlers 
do is to lay on hands during the ordination of 
deacons. I was ordained a deacon about a month 
ago in my church, and that was as powerful and 
moving as anything that happened to me with the 
handlers. When my father-in-law, a lifetime 
deacon who now has Parkinson’s disease, came 
down to lay hands on me—a very difficult ordeal 
for him—I felt those shaking hands on my head 
as he whispered in my ear. The sky took off. 

People say, “Why snakes? I mean, why? Why 
would Jesus make a reference to that?” My 
answer, if I’m in a gathering or reading is, “Look 
at this. Why are you here?” I mean, you didn’t 
come just to hear me talk about my beliefs, you 
came to hear about the snakes. 

Rose Berger: Somehow frog handlers just 
wouldn’t have the same appeal. 

Covington: Right, although my children have done 
that. They’ve had some frog-handling services in 
the neighbourhood! 



Grainger: You describe at one point a memory 
when your uncle, a minister, committed suicide, 
and you draw a parallel between that memory 
and the snake handler’s continual flirtation with 
death or, as some would say, with suicide. You 
write, “My uncle’s death confirmed a suspicion of 
mine that madness and religion were a hair’s 
breadth apart. My beliefs about the nature of God 
and man have changed over the years, but that 
one never has. Feeling after God is dangerous 
business. And Christianity without passion, 
danger, and mystery may not really be 
Christianity at all.” 

How do you reconcile this belief with your split 
from the handlers at the end of the book, when 
you write, “I refuse to be a witness to suicide, 
particularly my own”? Is there still enough 
“passion, danger, and mystery” for you in 
Christianity without snake handling? 

Covington: I hope so. Yes, there’s got to be. 

In retrospect, I have a double mind about snake 
handling. On the one hand, I believe that these 
handlers are the believers that Jesus was talking 
about in Mark 16. He said that believers would 
take up serpents in his name—they’re the ones. 
The scripture is not lying; it’s the truth. I admire 



their faith. 

But on the other hand, I’m really disturbed by the 
idea of somebody dying of a snakebite during a 
worship service. I cannot reconcile those two 
minds. I didn’t know that I wouldn’t take up 
serpents again until I wrote that line in the book. 
Once I wrote it I knew I was going to have to 
stand by it because of my children and family. 

But missionaries who go into places that haven’t 
yet heard the gospel are putting everything on the 
line. In general, our culture—even non-
believers—recognize the seriousness and 
importance of that, even though they may not 
believe the gospel. 

I think of the handlers as missionaries. They’re 
clearly demonstrating signs, and the signs are 
intended for non-believers. But right now, I’m 
more interested in the fruit of the spirit than in the 
gifts of the spirit. 

Grainger: How would you describe the “fruits of 
the spirit”? 

Covington: The ones Paul lists. I can’t quote them 
verbatim, but love, joy, compassion, temperance, 
long-suffering— those kind of characteristics of 



Christian demeanour. I think my best shot at 
achieving this is through service. Most people 
concluded that a long time ago, but I had to take 
up serpents before I saw other ways to reach 
spiritual ecstasy. The entry into ecstasy is 
abnegation—denial of the self—and service to 
others is a way to do that. 

In particular, what I’m interested in is well-drilling 
in places in the world that don’t have clean 
water—I’ve gotten obsessed with that. Vicki, my 
wife, and I were praying about it. After we prayed, 
Vicki said, “You know now, don’t you, that if you 
continue to pray, people are going to come along 
with answers for you about this.” This was right 
before the quarter started last fall. 

I taught my first class. As I walked outside onto 
the terrace, somebody was drilling a water well 
right there in front of me. I’ve been teaching 20 
years, and I’ve never seen anybody drilling a 
water well. So I raced down there—they must 
have thought I was crazy—and said, “What are 
you doing? What are you doing?” They said, 
“We’re drilling a water well.” I said, “Why? What 
could have brought you here?” Well, they’re from 
the geology department, and one guy said, “I 
teach hydrogeology over here at the university, 
and it’s fine if you want to come sit in.” So I 



started sitting in on his hydrogeology courses. 

Then, Vicki was giving a reading down at Auburn 
University. I went along because a company 
nearby makes water drilling equipment. I told the 
history professor who invited Vicki that I was 
going to run over to the plant. He said, “Some 
members of our church have been involved in a 
well ministry. Let me give one of them a call.” 

So I got on the phone with him, and I asked him 
what kind of equipment he used. He said, “It’s the 
same kind of equipment that company makes. 
And furthermore, it’s sitting here in my backyard. 
You can have it.” So I’ve got this water well 
drilling equipment in my garage right now. 

It’s living water. That’s the idea.

Editorial Reviews

Amazon.com
One doesn't know whether to admire Vicki and 
Dennis Covington for writing Cleaving or to 
shudder and hide one's head in the sand. Written 
in alternating voices, this tag-team memoir draws 
a thorough portrait of one marriage, complete 
with decades' worth of adultery, drugs, 
alcoholism, abortion, and sin. In the Covington's' 



case, these bohemian carryings-on come mixed 
with a goodly portion of old-time religion. After 
going sober, the couple settled down to raising 
daughters, attending church, doing good works, 
and writing books (they claim 7 between them, 
including Dennis's thoughtful Salvation on Sand 
Mountain, a finalist for the National Book Award). 
They even spearheaded a church mission to drill 
wells in Central America, a project which here 
yields not only life-giving water but also a rich 
flood of marital metaphor. 

Yet their problems didn't go away. Charged with 
writing an inspirational book about marriage, the 
Covingtons found their own union once again in 
serious disarray. Rather than making themselves 
look good, they chose to tell the absolute truth 
about what had passed between them, and in the 
process they created this unusual memoir, an 
unflinching look at the forces that bind a couple 
together as well as those that rend them apart. 
After all, as Vicki points out, the word cleave--
taken from the Biblical injunction for a man to 
leave his mother and father--can mean either to 
cling to or to divide, "as by a cutting blow." In their 
case, it meant both: "Love plays us like an 
accordion. Together, apart, together, apart…" 
People talk about honesty as if that were a literary 
virtue in itself. It's not, of course, but this 



excruciatingly honest memoir has many virtues of 
its own, including some lovely, unfussy writing 
and a steadfast refusal to look away when that 
would be the easiest thing to do. Whether all this 
spiritual soul-baring makes you feel 
compassionate or just queasy is, however, a 
matter of taste. --Mary Park --This text refers to 
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title. 

From Publishers Weekly
Collaborating for the first time, journalist Dennis 
Covington (Salvation on Sand Mountain) and his 
novelist wife, Vicki Covington (The Last Hotel for 
Women), attempt to address the dangers and 
joys of matrimonial life. In a "he said, she said" 
format, they write of having been childhood 
acquaintances before marrying in their rocky, 
alcoholic 20s; of trying to shield their children 
from their marital indiscretions; and of becoming 
spiritually impassioned volunteer diggers of wells 
in Central America. Both spouses write with 
simple grace, providing evocative details that sum 
up their experiences. But while some passages 
are remarkably insightful about the institution of 
marriage, much of the book is dedicated to their 
individual hand-wringing over the consequences 
of their affairs in what they had agreed would be 
an open relationship. In a particularly forced 
analogy, Vicki writes that "marriage is like a rain 



forest. It is in the understory that we struggle, 
fight and conceive." 

In the Covington marriage, it seems, it's always 
monsoon season. The couples triumphs over 
alcoholism and infertility, but the writing of each 
projects an edge of narcissism and selfishness, 
with blame easily assigned and credit only 
grudgingly granted. Later, when the Covingtons 
yearn for spiritual enlightenment, they take up 
well digging, finding water on their own property 
and in poverty-stricken El Salvador. Both of them 
imbue the simple action of boring into the earth 
with enormous significance as they try to find not 
just God, but also justification for hurting their 
other lovers. Although the book draws some 
power from its confessional style, it founders as a 
source of wisdom about marriage. Agent, 
Amanda Urban. (Last updated: 11/03/2009 
18:32:37)
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DONALD PATRICK COVINGTON (5184). Born: 
29 Mar 1929 in Dallas, Dallas Co TX. Father: 
Covington, Lloyd John (10341). Mother: Dooley, 
Dortha Kathleen (10574).  Mar: 1953- 1954 in 
San Diego, San Diego Co CA to Karon (5534). 
Died: 13 May 2002 in San Diego, San Diego Co 
CA aged 73.  Former Professor of Design in the 
Art Department of San Diego State University, 
taught courses in the history of architecture and 
design. He held an M.A. degree in Art from the 
University of California, Los Angeles.

A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, Covington 
studied at the Attingham School, Shropshire, and 
the Study Centre of Fine and Decorative Arts, 
London. A member of the Editorial Board of the 
Journal of Interior Design, he conducted research 
in the history of architecture, and the decorative 
arts.

Covington was an enthusiast of the San Diego 
North Park neighbourhood—as well as a leading 
expert on the architect David Owen Dryden. 
Covington was a proponent of the foundation of 
the Dryden Historic District. From 1991 to 2002, 
Covington was a volunteer member of the Friends 
of the Marston House, a San Diego Historical 
Society museum of the Arts and Crafts.



Publications - "Burlingame : the tract of character, 
1912-1929 : a community history & self-guided 
architectural tour" / by Donald Patrick Covington. 
San Diego, CA : Park Villa Press, 1997. 104 p. : 
ill., map ; 22 cm. ISBN 0-9657837-0-7 

"North Park: A San Diego Urban Village, 1896-
1946". San Diego, CA. Hon Consulting. Inc. 2007 
(posthumous). ISBN 0979500508 

Covington died in 2002, and is survived by his 
wife Karon Covington (Wikipedia).

Article "A Historian's Legacy of Research and 
Restoration - Don Covington was a key architect 
of North Park's renaissance" By Thomas Shess, 
2002:

Don Covington, a long time resident and good 
neighbour to all of North Park, died last month. 
When his son Paul notified friends, colleagues, 
neighbours and this newspaper that North Park's 
pre-eminent historian, scholar, artist and 
community leader had passed away on May 13, 
the sad news left many in disbelief and tears.

Don added immeasurable grace to North Park. 
His contributions to the community's history and 
legacy are as rich as his art and his gentle 



leadership.

He and his wife Karon of 48 years were the 
conscience and backbone of many causes and 
accomplishments in North Park and in San 
Diego's historical community. His death came at 
73 from pneumonia brought on by chronic 
leukaemia.

Don was foremost a teacher. He shared what he 
understood in a series of community lectures and 
at the San Diego Historical Society. He taught 
students at San Diego State University fine arts 
and interior design, and how to appreciate them 
by understanding history. He and Karon taught an 
entire city that older neighbourhoods are 
treasures to be preserved, restored and 
celebrated. Their ability to communicate the 
importance of 20th century Arts & Crafts design 
and architecture helped lead to North Park's 
renaissance as a Craftsman community today.

They practiced what they lectured. Their home 
built in 1916 by builder/designer David Owen 
Dryden is a classic of restoration. Located on the 
southwest corner of 28th Street and Myrtle 
Avenue, this modest yet finely detailed home is a 
model for all Craftsman bungalow owners.



Don researched, wrote, illustrated and published 
"Burlingame, The Tract of Character 1912-1929." 
He also was a regular contributor to the Journal of 
San Diego History, North Park News and other 
publications, including a definitive article on 
Dryden's North Park homes in American 
Bungalow.

At his death, Don and Karon were researching 
and writing the "History of North Park." The 
manuscript is finished through 1940. With support 
from family, friends and the community, Karon is 
urged to continue the labour of love.

A memorial service was held July 6 on the lawn of 
the Marston House. (Last updated: 01/11/2021 
09:57:49)
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EDWARD ALLEN COVINGTON (14421). Born: 
13 Jun 1972 in Florida FL. Father: not known (0). 
Mother: not known (0).    Edward Covington is a 
white man who has been on death row in the 
state of Florida since 29 Mar 2015. He was 
convicted of 3 counts of Premeditated 1st Degree 
Murder, committed on 10 May 2008. In May 
2008, Lisa Freiberg lived in Lutz, Florida, with her 
two children, seven-year-old Zachary and two-
year-old Heather Savannah, and her boyfriend, 
Edward Allen Covington. Covington met Lisa 
through an online dating site and moved into her 
home in April 2008. On May 11, 2008, Covington 
murdered Lisa, Zachary, and Heather Savannah. 
He also killed the family dog, Duke.

Fox Tampa Reported "Arrest in Lutz triple 
murder", Updated: Thursday, 15 May 2008, 2:01 
PM EDT, Published : Thursday, 15 May 2008, 
2:01 PM EDT

Tampa - Deputies have made an arrest in 
connection with a gruesome triple murder in Lutz 
FL

35-year-old Edward Covington is charged with 
three counts of first degree murder, three counts 
of abuse of dead human bodies, one count of 
cruelty to animals, and one count of violating 



probation.

He is charged with the murders of Lisa Freiberg 
and her two children, 7-year-old Zachary and 2-
year-old Heather Savannah. Their bodies were 
discovered inside their mobile home on Mobile 
Villa Drive in Lutz on Monday. 

Hillsborough Chief Deputy Jose Docobo said 
there was a substantial amount of physical 
evidence linking Covington to the three deaths. 
Docobo also said Covington admitted his 
involvement in the murders.

'Absolutely horrific' crime scene - Investigators 
said the three victims were mutilated and 
dismembered. Sheriff David Gee said that at least 
one of the victims was decapitated. Docobo also 
said the crime scene was among the most horrific 
scenes he and many other investigators had ever 
seen. "It has been very, very difficult for 
investigators and everyone involved. It's 
absolutely horrific to have top deal with this type 
of crime," 

Docobo said the murders occurred Sunday 
morning. Covington stayed in the house until 
Monday when deputies found him hiding in the 
house.



The family's dog was also found dead inside the 
home. The sheriff said more than one weapon 
was used in the murder. Covington's arrest report 
showed that he tested positive for cocaine.

Victim's parents were worried - In a brief 
conversation with FOX 13 Wednesday, Freiberg's 
parents described her as "a loving person," 
saying "she gave her heart; she gave her life."

Lisa's mom Barbara and dad Keith also indicated 
they wondered about their daughter's new 
boyfriend -- the man deputies found hiding in a 
closet just steps away from three mutilated, 
dismembered, and decapitated bodies.

The Freibergs said they looked online for 
information about Edward Covington, digging as 
deep as a private investigator would. "We did 
everything we could," they said.

Suspect is former prison guard - Covington is the 
son of an officer who worked in Florida law 
enforcement for more than ten years himself. 
Covington is a former prison guard.
Detectives say he choked, beat, stabbed, 
dismembered and mutilated Frieburg, and both of 
her children the morning of Mother's Day.



Then he hid in their closet until deputies found 
him the following day. Detectives say he went on 
and on about how he did it, but wouldn't say why 
he did it.

He did say he sold his motorcycle for some crack 
the week before, and he tested positive for 
cocaine the day after the murders. His family said 
he was bi-polar, and a bay area doctor said he 
had called her to join a study on bi-polar illness. 
He had been baker-acted for mutilating his cats, 
but never prosecuted. Attorneys say that's not 
unusual. They say back then he needed therapy 
more than prison. "Quite frankly the problem is 
more than killing cats. He didn't get help when he 
needed it," said Stephen Crawford, a local 
defence attorney.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
7 years later - Seven years after a triple homicide 
that Hillsborough County's sheriff called the 
grisliest he had ever seen, a judge on Friday 
sentenced Edward Covington to death for the 
murder of his girlfriend and her two children.

In a rejection of defense attorneys' arguments 
that Covington is mentally ill and should be 
spared the death penalty, the judge found that 
death was the appropriate punishment for one of 



the goriest homicide cases in Hillsborough's 
history. Covington, 42, absorbed the sentence 
impassively, surrounded by stone-faced lawyers.

Outside the courtroom, Barbara Freiberg, the 
victims' mother and grandmother, said she 
approved of the judge's ruling, though she 
acknowledged it would likely entail years, if not 
decades, of appeals.

"There's a relief knowing that he's going to get 
what he gave my children," she said.

Charged with three counts of first-degree murder, 
three counts of abuse of a dead body and one 
count of animal abuse for killing the family's dog, 
Covington sat in prison for years, waiting for his 
day in court. But when his trial began last fall, he 
stunned everyone, including the public defenders 
representing him, by abruptly firing them and 
announcing that he would plead guilty.

"I expect you to sentence me to death," he told 
Hillsborough Circuit Judge William Fuente, adding 
that this was the sentence he would choose for 
himself. "I feel it's warranted. The Freibergs feel 
it's warranted. The state feels it's warranted. I 
have no problem with this."



Covington's decision to forgo a jury trial left his 
fate entirely with the judge and prompted Fuente 
to issue a stern warning. He had encountered a 
similar situation only once before in his career, he 
told Covington, and he sentenced that defendant 
to death.

On Friday, after more than six months of 
reviewing court transcripts and medical records, 
Fuente said the horrifying manner in which the 
three victims were killed outweighed the defense 
argument that Covington was driven by mental 
illness.

From the outset of the case, Covington's lawyers 
portrayed him as a deeply disturbed man who, at 
the time of the murders, was not taking 
prescribed medications to control his bipolar 
disorder.

Medical records showed that by age 15, he was 
taking the mood stabilizer lithium. His mother 
testified that throughout his teenage years and 
into adulthood, he swung wildly between periods 
of high energy and deep depression, was 
repeatedly hospitalized and tried to commit 
suicide multiple times. By the time his case went 
to trial, he was taking four different medications —
 Depakote, Seroquel, Zoloft and Klonopin.



The defense also highlighted Covington's erratic 
behavior in court and some of his bizarre 
statements, including one moment last year when 
he told the court that after he killed his girlfriend, 
he tried to talk to her corpse.

"I remember having a conversation with Lisa 
about feeding the dog," he said. "I don't know how 
long this conversation lasted, but she was already 
dead."

Prosecutors maintained that Covington was not 
propelled by mental illness, but was operating 
under the influence of alcohol and crack cocaine, 
which he consumed hours before the killings.

In their final argument to the judge, prosecutors 
asked Fuente to weigh heavily Covington's 
excessive cruelty — the medical examiner 
deemed it "overkill."

"In one episode of unparalleled violence, Edward 
Covington destroyed one small, tightly knit 
family," they wrote. (Tampa Bay News May 2015)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
His appeal was heard in 2017, see link for full 
details". The conclusion of the court was "Having 
reviewed Covington's claims as well as the 



sufficiency of his pleas, we affirm the judgments 
of conviction and sentences of death. It is so 
ordered" (Last updated: 13/03/2021 15:57:53)
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EDWARD THOMAS ORD COVENTON (1699). 
Born: 15 Apr 1853 in Liverpool, Lancashire. 
Father: Covington, Josiah (668). Mother: 
Freeman, Susannah (4295).  Mar: 5 Oct 1875 in 
Ogden, Weber Co UT to Tyrrell, Henrietta (6116). 
Died: 8 Sep 1932 in Glendale, Los Angeles Co 
CA aged 79.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Son of Susan Freeman Covington. The Covington 
family crossed the ocean by way of the ship 
General McClellan., immigration to US in 1860. 
Travelled to Utah with family on the Joseph S. 
Rawlins Company (1864). In 1870, Edward lived 
in the household of his mother in Utah. 

Some records show name as Edwin Thomas 
Covington. Buried 13 Sep 1932 at Ogden 
Cemetery, Weber, Utah, USA (Last updated: 
19/06/2018 16:31:06)
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Elizabeth Ann COVINGTON (12065). Born: 27 
Apr 1820 in Marlboro Co SC. Father: Thomas, 
John Pledger (0). Mother: Sarah (0).  Mar: 2 Feb 
1839 in Rockingham, Richmond Co NC to 
Covington, Robert Dockery (11745). Died: 7 Dec 
1847 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co UT aged 27.  
One of the original Utah Mormon Pioneer 
Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Pioneer Indexes, Washington County UT 1852-
1870 suggests she was born in Cheshire England.

Accompanied by her husband & family she set off 
with Edward Hunter/Jacob Foutz Company for 
California (1847). 155 individuals and 59 wagons 
were in the company when it began its journey 
from the outfitting post on the Elkhorn River about 
27 miles west of Winter Quarters, Nebraska on 
24 June 1847 arriving in Sacramento 1 Oct 1847. 
Died soon after arriving in Sacramento CA. (Last 
updated: 03/08/2011 16:38:42)
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Elizabeth COVINGTON (4216). Born: 29 Oct 
1793 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: Hodges, 
Richard (0). Mother: Hill, Elizabeth (0).  Mar: 8 
Nov 1812 in Bedford St Paul, Bedford, 
Bedfordshire to Covington, Berrill (2505). Died: 13 
Oct 1881 in Ogden, Weber Co UT aged 87.  One 
of the original Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland 
Travellers (1847-1868). 

Christened 4th Jan 1794, Buried 15th Oct 1881. 
Travelled to Utah with family on the Abraham 
Owen Smoot Company (1852) (Last updated: 
01/04/2001)
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EMILY JANE COVINGTON (12994). Born: 1 Jan 
1843 in Summerville, Noxubee Co MS. Father: 
Covington, Robert Dockery (11745). Mother: 
Thomas, Elizabeth Ann (12065).  Mar: 17 Oct 
1858 in Washington, Washington Co UT to Farr, 
Winslow (). Died: 4 Mar 1921 in Taylor, Weber Co 
UT aged 78.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Biographical Sketch by Great Granddaughter 
Wilma Susan Harris Smith:

Emily Jane Covington, a New Year's child, was 
born January 1, 1843 in Summerville, Noxubee 
Country, Mississippi. She was the Great Great 
Great Granddaughter of William Covington. 
William Covington and his younger brothers, John 
and Thomas Covington, came from England to 
Maryland with Lord Baltimore in 1632. The 
brothers had received land grants in Maryland 
and Virginia from the King of England. William 
and Thomas moved on and settled in North 
Carolina. 

Emily Jane's father, Robert Dockery Covington, 
was born August 20, 1815 in Rockingham, 
Richmond country, North Carolina. He attended 
school in Rockingham where he obtained a 
college education. Emily Jane's mother, Elizabeth 



Thomas, was born April 29, 1820 in Marlborough 
County, South Carolina.

Robert D. Covington and Elizabeth Ann Thomas 
married in about 1838 or 1839. Soon after their 
marriage they moved with Robert's father, 
Thomas B. Covington, to Summerville, Noxubee 
County, Mississippi. 

With the help of slave labour, the Covingtons 
established a large successful plantation in 
Summerville. Here three children were born to 
Robert and Elizabeth Ann. John Thomas, August 
7, 1840; Emily Jane, January 1, 1843; and Sarah 
Ann, February 2, 1845. Sarah Ann died the same 
year in 1845.

During this time period many of the Thomas 
family, relatives of Elizabeth Ann Thomas, had 
also moved to Summerville, Noxubee County, 
Mississippi. Some of the Covington and Thomas 
families attended Gospel meetings which were 
presented by Mormon missionaries. Robert D. 
Covington and Elizabeth Ann Covington were 
baptized February 3, 1843. Robert D. Covington's 
father, brothers and sisters disapproved of their 
new religion. Robert D. Covington was eventually 
disinherited.



In 1845, Robert D. and Elizabeth Ann Covington 
left Mississippi and joined the Saints in Nauvoo, 
Illinois. After just two years in Nauvoo, the 
Covington family joined the great Mormon 
Westward migration. Travelling by wagon train 
they headed toward the great Salt Lake Valley. 
They travelled in Edward Hunter's Company 
under the leadership of Captain Daniel Thomas. 
Emily Jane was 4 years old. The wagon train 
endured rain, hail storms, dust storms, lack of 
good water and wood to burn.

Indians often followed the group and sometimes 
approached their camp to beg or trade for food. 
On one occasion the travellers had stopped to 
repair wagons near a growth of wild currant 
bushes. Emily Jane and her older brother John 
were given an empty lard bucket and sent to pick 
the ripe currants. When their container was about 
full, several Indians reared up from hiding with a 
loud war whoop. The frightened children dropped 
the bucket and ran for camp. When they looked 
back the Indians had retrieved the currants and 
were laughing at their big joke. The Indians, on 
several occasions, stampeded their cattle. 
However, the Mormon leaders tried to maintain a 
friendly relationships as no one wanted a hostile 
confrontation with the Indian followers.



Somewhere near what is now known as Scotts 
Bluff, Nebraska, Elizabeth Ann gave birth to her 
last child, Robert Laborious on August 1, 1847. 
After traversing the last of the cold, slow and 
rough miles through the mountains, the Hunter 
Company arrived in Salt Lake Valley on 
September 27, 1847. Elizabeth was frail and 
weakened from the hardships of the journey. She 
fell ill of a severe respiratory infection and died 
December 7, 1847.

Robert moved his family to the cottonwood 
settlement located just south of Salt Lake City. He 
became the school teacher and was called 
Professor Covington by the community. He 
accumulated land and livestock and married twice 
more. His second wife was Melinda Allison Kelly. 
His third wife was Nancy Roberts. In April of 1857 
Robert D. and a number of other men from the 
Southern States were called by President 
Brigham Young to travel to Southern Utah to 
establish a new settlement on the Virgin River. At 
the age of 14, Emily Jane Covington was one of 
the 160 men, women and children who were 
called to move 330 miles to Southern Utah to 
establish a new Mormon settlement.

The phrase "I was Called to Dixie" became the by-
word of the hardy pioneers who journeyed and 



stayed to establish the communities of 
Washington and St. George in Southern Utah. 
Like the true Dixie of the Southern United States, 
they planted cotton, sugar cane, tobacco and 
later alfalfa, vineyards and peach trees.

Winslow Farr, Jr., resided with his father and 
mother, Winslow Farr, Sr. and Olive Hovey Farr 
on their farm in the cottonwood settlement. 
Winslow, Jr. describes his journey to Cotton 
country:

September 27, 1858: I started with a horse team 
for the Cotton Country the distance of 330 miles.

After describing his 11 day journey, he continued 
in his diary:

October 8, 1858: I arrived at my place of 
destination down in cotton country on the 8th of 
October in good health. My animals stood the trip 
first rate. 

On the 17th of October 1858 at eleven o'clock 
a.m., I was married to Emily Jane Covington the 
daughter of Robert D. & Elizabeth Covington 
Washington City Washington County Utah. I help 
to make molasses while was there from sugar 
cane (Diary of Winslow Farr, Jr. 1856-1899, Page 



42).

At the time of their marriage Winslow Farr Jr., 
was 21 and Emily Jane Covington was 15. Ten 
days later the newlyweds began their journey 
back to Winslow's parents home in the 
Cottonwood settlement.

October 27, 1858: I with my wife started for G.S. 
Lake the distance of 330 miles arrived there on 
the 10th of November in good health I am living 
with my father the following season I farmed my 
fathers place for one third of the crop he helping 
what he as able and boarded (sic) us till harvest 
wheat crops did not do very well this year. I raised 
for my share 105 bushels of wheat 30 bushels of 
corn 20 bushels of potatoes and I do not know as 
this will ever be any (good?) to any one but to my 
mind I do write as these things present. (Diary of 
Winslow Farr, Jr. 1856-1899, Page 45).

On November 9th of 1859 Winslow and his wife 
started by team and wagon for Southern Utah to 
await the birth of their first child.

Washington County February 3, 1860 : "at 2 
o'clock p.m. our first child was born Winslow 
Robert. (Diary of Winslow Farr, Jr. 1856-1899, 
Page 45).



Winslow Farr, Jr. helped his father-in-law, Robert 
D. Covington, quarry sandstone and build a stone 
wall. In addition, Winslow drove cattle to mountain 
pastures, hauled seed cotton to the gin, helped 
bail cotton and plant trees. He also worked for 
others in exchange for cotton and molasses. On 
April 24, 1860, their wagons loaded with 100 
bales of cotton and 42 gallons of molasses, the 
young couple headed out for the return journey to 
the Salt Lake Valley.

Winslow's brother, Lorin Farr, the Mayor of 
Ogden and the Church President for Weber 
County, recruited and called the young couple to 
help establish a new Mormon settlement in 
Northern Utah. By January of 1861 Winslow and 
Emily Jane moved to a community known as 
Mendon, Cache Valley, Utah. They lived in 
Mendon for a season and then sold the small 
farm and moved on to Paradise, Cache Valley, 
Utah.

Emily Jane's first home in Paradise was a single 
room "dugout" in the side of a hill. A fireplace, 
located at one end held an iron kettle for cooking 
in addition to providing heat for the one large 
room. Their children, Emily Olive Farr, LaFayette 
Thomas Farr and Lorin Freeman Farr were born 



in this "dugout" home. Winters were severe, often 
with four to five feet of snow. Emily Jane told her 
grandchildren of times when young people, would 
sleigh ride right over the top of their dugout.

During the time when Emily Jane and Winslow 
lived in Paradise, Winslow Farr, Jr. was selected 
as Captain in the Minutemen Militia. The Militia, 
organized into groups of men to work in the fields, 
and to provide protection from Indians who would 
often raid the settlement for cattle and horses.

As was the custom, the pioneers often took time 
out from their work for entertainment. The 
Mormon families, traveling by wagons or 
bobsleds, would gather from miles around. They 
made beds for the younger children and would 
dance until the wee hours of the morning. 
Winslow, who had a saying "I am not a musician, 
I just love to fiddle around" was always called 
upon to play his violin for these social occasions. 
After breakfast they harnessed their teams and 
headed their wagons toward home.

In March of 1882, the U.S. Congress passed the 
Edmunds-Tucker Act which outlawed the practice 
of polygamy. By 1884, government agents were 
gathering evidence and issuing warrants for the 
arrest of many of the Mormon polygamists. 



In October of 1885, while Winslow was at work at 
the ZCMI Co-op in Ogden, the underground sent 
word that the U.S. Marshals were on their way to 
place him under arrest. He made his escape by 
being nailed inside a wooden box which was 
taken away by team and wagon. Winslow was 
taken to the home of Simon Halverson in the 
Marriott settlement. Winslow fled with his third 
wife, Matilda Halverson Farr, and their children to 
San Juan County in Southern Utah. Later they 
moved to an area near Cortez, Colorado. After 
two years of self-imposed exile, Winslow returned 
to Utah in November of 1887 to give himself up to 
the Federal authorities. 

FROM WINSLOW FARR JR.'S DIARY: 

November 1887 : "We arrived in Ogden all safe in 
November after having quite a pleasant trip. But 
some cold weather some 500 hundred miles of 
travel Br J. T. Johnson and family accompanied 
us on our journey. Found the rest of my family all 
well at Ogden I did not come out in public but kept 
quiet as I wanted to arrange my business to stand 
my trial in court as there was an inditment (sic) 
against me I then with my attorneys went up to 
court and gave myself up to the marshalls they 
then wanted bonds Br Barnard White William H 



Wright were my Bondsman I was then released to 
go where I pleased I then went to work for the co-
op till my trial came on which was May 1888 I was 
then sentenced to 6 months imprisonment and 
$300 fine and cost of Court by Judge Henderson 
for keeping my Covenants with my wifes (sic) for 
unlawful cohabitations I had the privlege (sic) to 
obey the law and be released but I preferred (sic) 
Prison walls rather then to abandon my wifes (sic) 
that god had given me or to go back on my 
children and religion In the evening myself and Br 
Lorenzo Waldron were taken by a deputy marshal 
to the Utah Territorial Penitentiary for the term of 
6 months" (Diary of Winslow Farr, Jr. 1856-1899, 
Page 72)".

Winslow stood trial in the First District Court on 
May 27, 1888, Docket No. 815. Emily Jane and 
Melvina were subpoenaed to testify. Emily Jane 
was called as the States first witness. She 
claimed the privilege of exemption from testifying, 
as she was the legal wife; therefore, she was 
excused. Winslow was convicted of unlawful 
cohabitation and was sentenced to six months in 
the Utah Territorial Penitentiary with a fine of 
$300.00.

When Winslow was released from prison, 
November 24, 1888, the Ogden Third Ward, 



where he was a bishop, gave him a grand 
reception and welcome home party.

Winslow with his wives, Melvina and Matilda, and 
their children left Ogden in August of 1890. They 
joined other Mormon families on their journey to 
establish farms in Mexico. The families arrived in 
September at Colonia Diaz, a Mormon settlement 
which had been established in 1885. The Farr's 
and all of the new arrivals spent the winter living 
in tents. 

January 1891: "We all moved up to Colonia 
Dublan and laid out a new town bought some 
land of the Mexicans and got ready to farm and 
put in a small crop." 

Colonia Dublan is located about 150 miles south 
of Deming New Mexico and 170 miles from El 
Paso, Texas. To make the trip to Dublan, from 
Deming, and return by team and wagon required 
at least 8 days of hard tedious travel.

A railroad was not built until 1897 and then it was 
still 12 miles beyond Dublan. The railroad 
eventually extended through Dublan and became 
a great benefit for travel and marketing the 
colony's farm products. 



Winslow returned to Ogden in the fall of 1892 with 
his wife Matilda and her children. Melvina with her 
children remained in Colonia Dublan. Upon 
arriving in Ogden Winslow rented a home for his 
wife Matilda and enrolled their children in school. 
Dividing his time between Emily Jane's farm in 
West Weber and Matilda's home in Ogden, 
Winslow spent the following spring and summer 
in Utah. Emily Jane was a charter member of the 
West Weber Relief Society which was created 
February 17, 1893. By 1895, the relief society had 
raised the funds and built a granary for the 
storage of wheat for the Bishop's storehouse. The 
grain was used as seed crops for the farmers in 
time of crop failure and was also used for 
donations to the needy in times of disaster.

On October 28, 1893 Winslow with his wife 
Matilda and their children, joined four other 
families in seven wagons, with 500 head of "loose 
stock", and headed for the long journey to Dublan 
Mexico. Subsequent return trips to Odgen, to visit 
his family in West Weber, were easier and 
affordable, when his brother Lorin Farr provided a 
railroad pass. 

January 1, 1897 : "My wife Emily's birthday is 
today. She is fifty-four years old."



In April of 1897 Sariah Farr, wife of Emily and 
Winslow's son, Lorin Farr, became suddenly ill. 
The doctors diagnosed her condition as "brain 
fever". 

April 12, 1897: "Raked all the brush from under 
the trees administered to my son's wife Sariah 
who is very sick and stayed a short time by her 
bedside".

April 13,14,15,16 "waited on the sick did not have 
my clothes of(f) for 3 days and nights. My son 
Lorin sent for Doctor Rich He pronounced it brain 
fever".

April 19, 1897 : "My daughter-in-law is about the 
same, not much change. We all gathered around 
the bedside and prayed for her. She seemed a 
little better."

April 20, 1897 : "Quite stormy and windy. My 
daughter-in-law not so well, delirious and out of 
her mind. Sent for Dr. Rich and he brought 
another man with him to consult. I sat up with her 
tonight."

April 21, 1897 : "Sariah no better. Fever not quite 
so high. I sat up with her. The day is stormy and 
cold."



April 22, 1897 : "My son's wife Sariah died at 5:00 
a.m. with brain fever after an illness of two weeks. 
She leaves a husband and four small children. 
She was born June 1, 1870 in West Weber, Utah. 
We went over to Ogden and got a coffin and 
material to dress her. We returned at 2:00 p.m." 
(Diary Winslow Farr, Jr. 1897, Page 187).

When Sariah Farr died on April 22, 1897 at the 
age of 27, she left four small children, Charles 
Buck, age 8, Emily Evelyn, age 7, Lorin Winslow, 
age 3 and Nephi Horace, age 2. 

Emily Jane's own children were now adults. 
Starting over with a new family, Emily Jane took 
her four grandchildren into her home. These 
grandchildren lived with Emily Jane and their 
father Lorin until they were grown.

Emily Evelyn Farr Mower, age 90 in 1980, was 
asked in an interview to describe her 
grandmother, Emily Jane. She stated, "Oh she 
was gentle, kind, a wonderful mother. She would 
sometimes scold us, but she never ever laid a 
hand on us. She would say to people, I never 
whip any of these children. I'd hate to meet their 
mother, up there, and have her say, you spanked 
my children, you didn't take good care of my 



children."

In 1897 Winslow was called by the First 
Presidency of the Church to move permanently to 
Mexico. 

December 20, 1897 : "received a letter from the 
first Presidency for me to Locate permanently in 
Mexico quite a Disappointment to some of the 
family but the Lords will be done" (Diary of 
Winslow Farr, Jr. 1897, Page 206)".

Before he left for Mexico he deeded his interest in 
the homestead to Emily Jane. In 1899, Emily 
Jane divided the farm into parcels and deeded 
the property to her four sons, Lafayette, Lorin, 
Barnard and Aldebert.

On January 10, 1899 Winslow married his fourth 
wife, Sarah Mitchell Graham in Colonia Dublan, 
Mexico. In December of 1902, Winslow, his wife 
Melvina and their two youngest sons, Wilford and 
Ashael, travelled by train to visit the families in 
Ogden arriving on December 6, and spent the 
night with his daughter Emily Halverson and 
family.

December 7, 1902 "Visited my Tilly and children 
Had dinner with them visited my brother Aaron 



and Lorins families staid all night at Emilys."

December 8, 1902 "Got a horse and buggy and 
took my wife Melvina and two little boys over to 
West Weber to the rest of the family found all well 
and glad to see us wrote some letters to my folks 
in Mexico in the eve My children Laffy and family 
came and had supper with us and spent the 
evening with us We had a very enjoyable time."

Melvina and her sons stayed often with Emily 
Jane and her family in West Weber during the 
time she was in Utah. Emily Jane lived on the 
farm in West Weber, Matilda lived in her home in 
Ogden and Sarah lived in her home in Salt Lake 
City as well as Dublan, Mexico.

Sarah, known as Dr. Sarah Farr, was often called 
upon as a lay midwife. Sarah gave lectures about 
the human anatomy and using her own formula, 
bottled and sold a product known as Dr. Farr's 
Canker medicine. Evelyn Farr Mower 
(Granddaughter of Emily Jane) reminisced in a 
1980 interview, "Grandfather gave grandma Emily 
some of aunt Sarah's medicine and it was really 
gooooood tooo!"

In the spring of 1903 Winslow Jr. records in his 
diaries, time spent with each of his four wives. 



Winlsow spent more time with Sarah in Salt Lake 
City. After returning to Ogden, from an extended 
stay with Sarah, he records in his diary:

March 20, 1903 "Took horse and buggy and took 
my wife Melvina and two little boys to Ogden had 
dinner with my daughter Emily took my wife and 
boys up to Hyrum and Gooddall Her cousin on 
her way to Ogden valley to visit her sister 
Marintha called and see my wife Tilly and talked 
with her She said that she desired not live with 
me as wife but did not get a d(i)vorce I tried to 
reason with her but it was no use Bp (bishop) 
counselor P Anderson talked with her but all to no 
purpose She had made up her mind to separate 
(sic) It seems hard to pull away after rasing (sic) a 
family together of six children it was against my 
wishes (to) separate she said I could come and 
see the children whenever I wanted so we quit on 
speaking terms I then returned to West Weber."

On April 9, 1903 Winslow attended a Farr family 
reunion at the Ogden 3rd Ward. 

April 9, 1903 "Took train for Ogden met my son 
Barney and came over to west Weber to my 
home and got ready with my folks and went over 
to Ogden and attended the Farr reunion that was 
held in 3rd ward meeting house and asemby (sic) 



hall. Arrived about 6 to late for the opening 
program just in time for supper table were spread 
and supper was ready a large company sat down 
to supper I was called on to ask a blessing on the 
food after supper went over to the hall where 
there was songs and music and speaches (sic) I 
played 3 tunes on the violin made a short speech 
(sic) there was present 260 of the farr descendant 
and 15 of my own family were present we had a 
very enjoyable time long to be rememberd (sic) 
dismissed about 12 pm and I returned to west 
Weber with my family".

On April 24, 1903 Winslow, Emily Jane, Barnard 
and Susan Farr, traveled by horse and buggy to 
Ogden to say goodbye to Melvina as she and her 
two youngest sons boarded the train for the 
return trip to Mexico.

In November of 1903 Melvina was hospitalized in 
El Paso, Texas for an attack of appendicitis. An 
operation came too late and she passed away on 
November 6, 1903. She was buried in Colonia 
Dublan, Mexico. 

November 7, 1903 : "Came to Ogden & heard the 
sad death of my wife Melvina she was at the 
Hospital at El Paso Texas where she underwent 
an operation for apendisitis (sic) & died with blood 



poison she leaves a loving husband and 11 
children to mourn her loss she was a noble 
woman she was burried (sic) in Dublan Mexico 
Myself and son Joseph and wife and two little 
children took train for Mexico the folks at the farm 
came to see us off all feeling very sad."

His wife Sarah, accompanied by Winslow's 
brother Lorin, joined them in Dublan in December 
1903. Winslow remained in Mexico until July of 
1906. In June, a family gathering, including 11 of 
Melvina's children and 18 of their grandchildren, 
held a farewell supper for him in the old family 
home before his final return trip to Utah, Saturday 
June 30, 1906.

July 2, 1906 : "Never sleep on the train. Sleeping 
berth is too short. Came from Sacramento to 
Ogden. Landed at West Weber at 9:00 p.m. in the 
evening. Walked up to the home and was very 
tired. Found all well" (Diary of Winslow Farr, Jr. 
1906, Page not numbered". 

With the exception of occasional brief visits to the 
West Weber farm, Winslow lived most of the time 
between 1906 and 1913 with his fourth wife, 
Sarah, in Salt Lake City. Winslow, Sarah and his 
brother Lorin spent many hours working in the 
Salt Lake Temple. 



December 25, 1907 Wednesday : "Christmas. Eat 
dinner at my wife Sarah my wife Emily was with 
us had a roasted duck received a Christmas gift 
and some letters from my children in Mexico."

December 26, 1907 Thursday : "My wife Emily 
went home to West Weber Sarah went to the 
train roads very muddy" (Diary of Winslow Farr, 
Jr. 1907, Page not numbered).

July 21, 1908 : "My wife Emily and I went over to 
Ogden and joined the Old folks excursion to 
Lagoon had a nice time a splendid dinner and 
supper I drew a suit of clothes as father of 31 
children." (Diary of Winslow Farr, Jr. 1908, Page 
not numbered).

On February 2, 1913, Winslow suffered a stroke. 
Winslow and Emily Jane's four sons were called 
to move him from Salt Lake City to Emily Jane's 
home in West Weber (now known as Taylor, 
Utah). Their sons took turns attending and staying 
up through the night with their father. Winslow 
died February 18, 1913. He was buried in the 
Ogden cemetery in Weber County, Utah. After his 
death Emily Jane and her son Lorin, a widower, 
continued to live in the old family home. Her son 
Aldebert, whom everyone called Uncle Dell, 



moved to Idaho. Her daughter, Olive Emily Farr, 
had married Samuel Halverson and they made 
their home in Ogden, Utah. Barnard and Susan 
Alvord Farr built a home north of the old adobe 
home on the portion of the homestead which 
Emily Jane had deeded to "Barney" in 1899. Her 
son Lafayette and his wife, Nancy Hipwell Farr, 
built their home on the west section of the old 
homestead.

Jason Farr, great great grandson of Emily Jane 
and Winslow, currently farms his great 
grandfathers' (Lafayette Farr) portion of the 
original homestead. Emily Jane died March 4, 
1921 at the home of Barnard and Susan Farr. 
She was buried beside Winslow in the Ogden City 
cemetery, Weber County, Utah.

Emily Jane gave birth to 14 children, including 
one set of twins. Only five of the children survived 
to adulthood. All of the infant children are buried 
with their parents, Winslow and Emily Jane, in the 
Ogden City cemetery. The only graves, in the 
Winlsow Farr family plot, which are identified with 
tombstones are Winslow, Emily Jane, their oldest 
infant son Winslow Robert and Matilda (third wife).

Emily Jane's grandchildren remember her as a 
vivid, colorful story teller. She would gather the 



children around her as she sat in her rocking 
chair, telling them interesting stories of her early 
days in Dixie (Southern Utah). Tales of struggles 
she and Winslow had in trying to cultivate a dry 
farm in Cache Valley, including the early days of 
marriage when they went on sleigh rides to 
church socials and dances, stories of Winslow 
playing his violin for many occasions, wild bear 
and Indian stories were but a few of the exciting 
tales the children loved to hear. She often told 
accounts of the Shoshone Indians who raided 
their settlement in Cache Valley for cattle and 
horses.

She also told stories of the Ute Indians who 
camped near her home in Ogden. Every summer 
while on their way to their traditional fishing 
grounds, near Tremonton, Utah, a band of Utes 
would stop to camp near her homestead in West 
Weber. She would give them produce, from her 
garden, and fruit from her orchard. Water and 
pasture were always available for their animals.

Dee Farr, a great grandson, has the pistol which 
belonged to Emily Jane. The gun is a 38 caliber 
Smith & Wesson five shot, with a rotary barrel. 
The revolver is engraved with the date February 
2, 1886. Emily Jane is purported to have always 
slept with her 38 under her pillow. Her 



Grandsons, Ken and Glen Farr, describe Emily as 
a "crack shot", who could shoot a squirrel out of a 
tree at 20 paces. All of her grandchildren recall 
how she loved to read. She would sit by the 
window, in her rocking chair, with a large stack of 
magazines and newspapers by her side. The 
grandchildren recall Emily Jane always wore a 
clean white apron with two large pockets. They 
knew, hidden deep in one of those pockets, was 
her small box of snuff. They remember her 
delicious homemade bread, her colorful Indian 
stories, her soft chuckling laughter and her stoic 
quiet dignity. 

Emily Jane was a faithful pioneer woman. Her 
quiet nature, courage, endurance and dedication 
to family will always be remembered as endearing 
qualities by her descendants. 

Wilma Smith 

EMILY JANE COVINGTON FARR - 
REFLECTIONS OF HER GRANDCHILDREN

Mabel Farr Harris Decker 

Grandma always had the midday meal promptly 
at 12:00 noon every day. She always rang a 
lunch bell and expected everyone to be washed 



and ready to sit down to eat. This ritual was 
probably a carry over tradition from her father's 
southern plantation schedule.

When I was a young girl, mama gave me an 
empty lard bucket and sent me to Uncle Laf's 
(Lafayette) and Aunt Nanc's (Nancy) home to 
borrow some wheat. Their home was just a little 
ways west and a little south of grandma's house 
which was just south of our house. Returning 
home with the wheat, by way of Grandma's yard, 
I heard a buggy coming down the road. In order 
to get a view of who was coming I turned and 
started walking backwards. The well outlet pipe 
caught me in the knee and the wheat went flying 
in all directions. I tumbled backward into the wash 
tub which grandma had placed under the water 
outlet. I don't know who was more surprised, me 
or the ducks who had been swimming in the small 
pond next to the metal tub. My backside was 
thoroughly drenched and as I scrambled to regain 
my feet, my shoes and stockings slowly filled with 
water. With wings flapping and quacking with 
excitement, the ducks quickly devoured their 
unexpected gourmet feast. Embarrassed and 
soggy, I hurried home to explain what had 
happened. Papa laughed heartily at my 
predicament. Mama was not amused and gave 
me a stern lecture about being so careless.



My cousin Evelyn and her husband, Jeff Mower, 
lived across the street from grandma's and just 
down and across the way from our house. My 
sister Lavon and I loved to hold and play with 
their infant daughter Ruth. Ruth was a happy 
baby who laughed often at our play antics. I was 
fourteen when Ruth took sick and died 
unexpectedly. As the family gathered at the 
Mower home, everyone, including myself, 
seemed to be crying. I noticed grandma seated in 
a chair, dry eyed and gazing out of a window. I 
approached grandma and asked, "Aren't you sad 
that little Ruth died?" She replied, "Of course I am 
dear". I asked grandma, "why aren't you crying 
like everyone else?" She looked up at me and 
sighed, "Oh my dear, I cried all of my tears years 
ago".

When Grandpa Winslow had his stroke he was 
living with Aunt Sarah in Salt Lake City. Papa and 
his brothers moved him back to grandma's home 
in Taylor. With the assistance of some brethren 
from the ward they all took turns in sitting through 
the night to care for grandpa. Grandma slept at 
our home. The first week he was in a coma. The 
last week he would partially wake for a few 
minutes at a time. As was the routine, mama and 
grandma went by early in the morning to see how 



grandpa was doing. One morning as grandma 
walked in the door grandpa cried out, "Well hello 
Melvina, when did you get here?" Grandma 
looked startled for a moment, but then replied, 
"Oh, just a little while ago". She sat beside 
grandpa and never explained that she was really 
Emily Jane. In later years when we visited 
grandma's home, she and Uncle Lorin would be 
sitting in their chairs, each by a different window 
and reading from a stack of old newspapers or 
magazines. A year before grandma died, I 
acquired a brand new Kodak camera, and she 
posed for me standing outside her home in 
Taylor. I believe the year was about 1920. I am 
built just like grandma. We look just like a plump 
sack of potatoes tied in the middle.

Kenneth Alvord Farr 

When I was about three or four, Lavon and Mabel 
enjoyed dressing me up in little girls clothes to 
pretend that I was their big baby doll. I did enjoy 
the attention, until the day they decided to dress 
me up and walk me over to grandma's house. 
They put a frilly white dress on me and twisted 
my curls into ringlets and put a big bow in my 
hair. I can still hear the sound of grandma's 
chuckling laughter as we walked into her front 
door. Embarrassed I started to bawl my head off. 



Grandma picked me up and sat me on her knees. 
I quieted right down as she preceded to tell me a 
story about a big bear.

Some years later I noticed grandma's habit of 
reaching into her apron pocket, sniffing and 
wiping her nose. I asked mama, "Why does 
grandma always do that?" Mama replied, 
"Grandma has a little tin box in her apron pocket 
and every now and then she dips a little snuff".

Papa enjoyed presenting and directing, and often 
playing a lead roll in community or church
plays. Papa had a collection of items which he 
often used as stage props. The most intriguing 
was a pistol which he informed me had belonged 
to grandma. I can still recall the murmur of 
excitement in the audience when blanks fired on 
the stage echoed through the meeting hall.

"Grandma", papa said, "slept every night with the 
gun under her pillow. She suggested the weapon 
was for protection from Renegade Indians and 
from Federal Marshals who might try to sneak 
into the house in the middle of the night. Papa 
insisted grandma was a crack shot, who could 
shoot a squirrel out of a tree from twenty paces. 
The firing pin was missing when I gave the gun to 
my youngest son, Dee Farr. Dee had the gun 



completely restored. I gave Winslow and Emily 
Jane's family bible to my son Keith Farr. 

Evelyn Farr Mower

Every other day grandma always carried the 
same large round pan to the cellar to get just the 
right amount of flour to bake six loaves of bread. 
On her baking days we always enjoyed the treat 
of warm bread with plum jam. One of my chores 
was to feed the chickens, ducks, geese and to 
gather the eggs. When I entered the barn yard I 
had to watch out for the old gander who was 
mean and territorial. Many times, with neck 
extended and wings flapping, he chased me as I 
scurried up the haystack to escape his stinging 
bite. Sometimes the old goose would circle and 
keep me a prisoner atop my perch. Eventually, 
content with himself, he would wander away while 
I made my escape down the other side.

One of my other daily chores was walking to the 
lower pasture to bring the cows home for milking. 
I remember wearing four buckle galoshes, in the 
spring and fall, as the pasture was always very 
wet and swampy. If it was storming, grandma 
often sent one of the boys to bring the cows 
home. We all took turns bringing in kindling and 
firewood for the stove to heat the house. I never 



had to milk the cows, thank goodness, as this 
was always considered the boys' chore. We k 
(Last updated: 10/08/2009 17:13:14)
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Evelyn COVINGTON (29291). Born: during 1948 
in Missouri MO. Father: Edmond (0). Mother: not 
known (0).  Mar: 19 Dec 1966 in Missouri MO to 
Covington, James Kenneth (29290).   (Last 
updated: 05/04/2022 14:59:08)





FREDERICK ERNEST COVINGTON (343). Born: 
29 Oct 1912 in Thames Ditton, Surrey. Father: 
Covington, Frederick (334). Mother: Moore, 
Vivian Bette (4438).  Mar: Oct-Dec 1939 in 
Marylebone, London to Swithenbank, Sally D F 
(4606). 2nd Mar: Apr 1947 in Switzerland to 
Covington, Alma (5213). 3rd Mar: 31 Aug 1951 in 
South Africa to Clarke, Cicely May (5042). Died: 3 
Jul 1995 in Poole, Dorset aged 82.  Related to 
Harry Alfred Covington (see entry 458), Uncle & 
Cyril Tim Covington, cousin (see entry 197). 
Educated at Rockport, Craigavad, Co.Down, 
N.Ireland. Harrow & Cambridge. Appears on lists 
of emigration by boat travelling from Liverpool to 
Canary Islands in 1922, Liverpool to Cape Town 
in South Africa in 1924 when aged 11 with his 
brother Vivian John (889), aged 9, Avonmouth to 
Kingston in Jamaica in 1931 & from Southampton 
to the Port Elizabeth, Algoa Bay (1950) & Cape 
Town(1952) in South Africa.

Was captain of cricket at both Rockport and 
Harrow, also played a few games for Cambridge, 
where he was captain of Eton Fives in 1935. In 
1936, he played First Class Cricket for Middlesex 
County Cricket Club, as an amateur in six first-
class matches including 83 on his debut against 
Warks at Lord's, the highest score of the match. 
And had a batting performance of 9 Inns, 2 not 



outs, 142 Runs, Average 20.29. 

A left hand batsman & slow left arm orthodox 
occasional bowler, he played at the same time as 
Allen, Hendren, Compton, Hulme, Human, 
Robins, Gray, Sims, Peebles, Smith, Hart, 
Webster, Tindall & Butterworth. In 1937-38 toured 
Argentina with Brinkman's Team. 

Also played a lot of squash. In 1924 started skiing 
in Switzerland 

Joined Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in June 
1941 as Ordinary Seaman (H.M.S. Ganges) 
shore-station. Oct 1941 H.M.S. Cumberland 
(cruiser) in Chatham and went to Scapa Flow, 
Iceland and Murmansk. Left March 1942 for 
officer's course. Became Sub Lieut. And joined 
Tank Landing Craft L.C.T. 324 as 1st Lieut. At 
Beaulieu River, Hants in July 1942, became C.O. 
five weeks later. Made Lieutenant in October 
1942. 

Transferred with whole crew to Scapa Flow to 
take on L.C.T. 359, Dec 1942. Left for Troon, 
March 1943 to take over L.C.T. 421; thence to 
Appledore, Devon, en route for the 
Mediterranean, based in Malta. Landings incl. 
Sicily (Augusta), Reggio di Calabria, Vibo 



Valencia, Salerno, Anzio, Elba, S.France (St 
Raphael). Then sailed to the Adriatic, based on 
Bari & Ancona. Mostly ferried Tito Partisans in 
Yugoslavia up the coast, north of Zadar (Zara). 
Landed on Island of Rab in April 1945 and spent 
the Summer of 1945 sailing between Ancona, 
Venice and Trieste. Left Mediterranean in Sept 
1945 to become Sea Transport Officer at 
Southampton, until demobbed in March 1946 
having reached rank of Lieutenant/Captain Tank 
Landing Craft. Awarded 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, 
War Medal 1939-45 and twice mentioned in 
despatches.

After leaving Cambridge he joined the 
stockbroker firm of his cousin, Cyril Tim 
Covington, Coni & Covington, 10 Throgmorton 
St., London E.C. until he left them in 1937. He 
then became a director of H. Covington & Sons, 
Lightermen & Wharfingers, Cremorne Wharf, 
Chelsea. 

The business was eventually sold to Redlands in 
1957.In 1948 he lived at 50 Garden House, 
Marylebone, London. 

His 2nd wife was Swiss, she died 7/11/1949. He 
married again in South Africa, where they lived 
until 1959. His hobbies include walking, 



gardening and ornithology. He has also travelled 
extensively, visiting nearly all European countries, 
Central America, West Indies, South America, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand and Malaysia. 

In 1990, he made his 38th trip to Switzerland. 
After WW2 he lived for 11 years in Cape 
Province, South Africa where he owned the Regal 
Cinema, Knysna, before returning to Devon in 
1959. Has since lived 5 years in Tenerife, 7 years 
in Guernsey, 7 years in Ringwood, Hants and in 
1985 moved to his present address. In 1990, 3 
Carlton Gate, Balcombe Road, Poole, Dorset 
BH13 6DX. He writes; "You may be interested to 
know that I have a copy of the American 
Covingtons written by William Slaughter 
Covington and printed in 1941. 

He came to London in WW2 and met my cousin 
to whom he gave 2 or 3 copies, mine being 
no.187. He wrote a very detailed account, 
including the original English names and different 
spellings etc. I was particularly interested as I was 
the only Englishman then living, who was 
mentioned in his book, as being well known as a 
cricketer at the time of writing, although he did not 
actually know my initials" (Wisdens Cricket 
Almanac) (History of Middlesex County Cricket) 
(Personal correspondence February 1990)



Was a Director of Carltongate (Bournemouth) Ltd. 
(Last updated: 27/06/2020 10:56:21)
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GAVIN RICHARD COVINGTON (1559). Born: 22 
Aug 1968 in Dunstable, Bedfordshire. Father: 
Covington, Alfred Henry (1109). Mother: Williams, 
Janice Winifred (4769).    Born at 14 Tarnside 
Close, Dunstable, Beds. In 2001 living at 30 
Mardale avenue, Dunstable, Beds LU6 3PA and 
is employed as an engineer. Semi-professional 
footballer with Wycombe Wanderers in Vauxhall 
Conference League 1991-92. Regular position, 
left back. As at December 92 had played 7 first 
team games. Career details from then on not 
known, by early 1995 he was playing for Hitchin 
in the Diadora Premier League. Covington scored 
after 29 minutes of Hitchin's 3-2 victory against 
Purfleet on 14th January 1995. 

By early 1998 he was with Bedford Town.

Report of game Ryman League Division Two - 
Saturday 31st January 1998 - Bedford Town 2 
Tooting & Mitcham 0

Manager Jimmy Bolton gave a debut to new 
signing Chris Dixon and Mark Quemina and Barry 
Ferdinand returned to the line up. Ferdinand 
nearly surprised home keeper Heeps with a long 
range shot in the first minute, and then a free kick 
from Dave Cooper was deflected over his own 
bar by Dave Taylor. Jason Reed also had a 



couple of efforts for the home side but he was 
well off target, and it was Tooting who created the 
best early chance when Andy Norman found 
Ferdinand with some space in the area, but Ferdy 
skied his shot over the bar. 

The home side forced several corners after 
twenty minutes, but the Tooting defence cleared 
without trouble, with Gary Whelan looking 
commanding in the centre of defence. Play then 
became scrappy and there was a rash of niggling 
fouls and bookings. During this period Matthias 
and Gleeson tried their luck with some long range 
shots but they never looked like troubling Heeps.

With defences so much on top it looked certain 
that the first half would end goalless, but the 
home side fashioned a goal out of nothing on 43 
minutes. Full back Gavin Covington got past Tony 
Matthias wide on the left and was allowed to run 
into the area where he crossed for Danny Nicholls 
to head home from the edge of the six yard box. 
Bedford then nearly increased their lead when 
Paul Daniels headed across goal and Jason 
Slack just failed to get a touch on the ball.

Tooting had a scare just after half time when 
Slack wriggled through the defence and poked 
the ball into the side netting. On 53 minutes Andy 



Norman laid a ball back to Steve Shaw on the 
edge of the area, but he slightly miss-hit his shot 
and it bobbled a few yards wide. 

With Tooting making little impression on the solid 
Bedford defence, Jimmy Bolton made a double 
substitution on 60 minutes, bringing himself and 
Conrad Kane on, and changing to a 4-4-2 
formation. It nearly bore fruit immediately when 
Ferdinand got clear on the right hand side of the 
area, but with several players unmarked he made 
a mess of his cross.

The home side increased their lead on 66 
minutes when a long ball over the top of the 
Tooting defence found Paul Sherlock in space, 
and he lobbed Haakan Jensgard as he came off 
his line, and after this Tooting never threatened to 
get back on terms.

Chris Dixon gave way to Barry Langford on 81 
minutes, and in fact Dixon's performance was one 
of the few bright spots of the afternoon as he 
showed some neat touches throughout. In the last 
few minutes, Jimmy Bolton had a couple of wild 
shots and in the closing seconds Tooting were 
denied a consolation goal when Barry Ferdinand 
was fouled by Ian Grove when through, and as 
Grove was the last defender he was sent off. The 



free kick on the edge of the area hit the Bedford 
wall, and that was it. Definitely a game to forget.

Tooting & Mitcham Line-up: Jensgard, Whelan, 
Gleeson, Taylor, Matthias, Fowler, Quemina, 
Shaw, Dixon, Ferdinand, Norman. Subs : Bolton 
(Shaw 60), Kane (Taylor 60), Langford (Dixon 81)

Bedford Town: Heeps, Grove, Covington (G), 
Branch, Covington (P), Cooper, Sherlock, 
Nicholls, Reed, Slack, Daniels, Subs: Thompson, 
Wilkinson, Tubbs. (gavincovington@hotmail.com) 
(Last updated: 22/09/2002 17:58:49)
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GEORGE COVINGTON (12450). Born: about 
1865 in U.S.A.. Father: not known (0). Mother: 
not known (0).    Jockey - won the Kentucky 
Derby riding MacBeth II on 14th May 1888. Press 
cutting of race quotes: "The 1888 Derby winner 
was a gelding, emasculated literally as 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth was figuratively. But at 
the urging of jockey George Covington, and with 
what the race summary called a “tremendous 
finishing kick,” Macbeth II screwed his courage to 
the sticking place and did not fail." (Last updated: 
15/02/2002 14:58:51)
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GLORIA COVINGTON (14486). Born: about 1955 
in U.S.A.. Father: not known (0). Mother: not 
known (0).    US singer who appeared in a 
Musical in 1979 at The Minskoff Theatre, New 
York entitled Got Tu Go Disco in which she was 
part of the singing ensemble. She later recorded 
album Moving On in 1980 on Casablanca 
Records.

"80s groove material cut by Gloria Covington with 
kind of a sweet up-tempo modern soul style. 10 
beats faster and this stuff might be disco, but 
most of the tunes are done more in a two-step 
style that lets Gloria's vocals come up to the front 
of the mix. We're not exactly sure that this is a 
good thing, though -- as her singing style kind of 
leaves us cold. Titles include "How Can You", 
"Mountain Top", "All I Need", "Moving On", and 
"Time". (Cover has a promo stamp on back.)" 
(Last updated: 28/01/2009 15:38:22)
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GROVER COVINGTON (6654). Born: 25 Mar 
1956 in Monroe, Union Co NC. Father: 
Covington, Grover Cleveland (6648). Mother: 
Hamilton, Eunice Marie (21151).  Mar: about 
1988 in Canada to Natalie (21152).  He was a 
Canadian Football League defensive end for the 
Hamilton Tigercats. He often led the league in 
quarterback sacks and was a division All-Star 
seven times. He won the Schenley Award for 
Most Outstanding Defensive Player once and 
also lead the Tigercats to a Grey Cup victory in 
1986. He finished his career with 157 sacks, a 
CFL record. 

He was inducted into the Canadian Football Hall 
of Fame in 2000 and in November, 2006, was 
voted one of the CFL's Top 50 players (#28) of 
the league's modern era by Canadian sports 
network TSN. He was inducted along with former 
teammate Chet Grimsley in 1995 into the 
Johnson C Smith University Sports Hall Of Fame 
a member of the C.I.A.A in Charlotte North 
Carolina.

He currently lives in Surrey, British Columbia and 
owns a Floor Depot franchise in Abbotsford, 
British Columbia

Extract from Tiger Cats Website Oct 22 2004 - 



Grover Covington, a native of Monroe, North 
Carolina, attended Johnson C. Smith University, 
then, was a free agent signing by the Alouettes in 
May of 1981. In a pre-season trade, he went to 
Hamilton later that year.

“I knew about the tradition of defence and the 
term, steel-tough, so it was a lot different than 
Montreal,” he recalled. “I fell in love with the city. 
The people welcomed me with open arms, 
accepted me like one of their sons. I have so 
many friends in Hamilton and that will never 
change.”

In the mid 1980’s their names sounded like a law 
firm: Covington, Walker, Skillman, Price. The 
Hamilton front four was ferocious, and was one 
big reason why the Tiger-Cats went to the Grey 
Cup three consecutive years. After a loss to 
Winnipeg in 1984, and BC in 1985, Covington 
echoed what all of his teammates have said: the 
third time, they weren’t going to be denied. 

“In 1984, it seemed we were happy just to get to 
the Grey Cup,” the gentle giant said. “In 1985, we 
were upset because we wanted the ring and you 
never knew when you’d be going back. In 1986, 
that team was so focused, it was like we were in 
another world, and that showed in the play of our 



defence, especially. We totally dominated 
Edmonton and I will never forget that game, or 
my teammates. I love them to death just because 
that was the first time I ever won a championship 
at any level.”

Covington still holds the CFL record for most 
career regular season sacks, 157. Those 
numbers were so impressive, that he was elected 
into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame on 
February 22, 2000. On October 15 of this year, 
his name was added to the Wall of Honour at Ivor 
Wynne Stadium.

“Not in my wildest dreams did I ever think this 
would happen” Covington admitted.

“When I first came to the CFL, I just wanted to 
make the team. From not playing football till 
Grade 11, to the Hall of Fame, and now, seeing 
my name on the Wall of Honour, I’m 
overwhelmed.”

Football is perhaps the ultimate team game, and 
that’s something the eleven-year Tiger-Cat 
wanted to emphasize.

“You don’t get to this point by yourself. It’s other 
people that helped you, from high school coaches 



to my position coach for most of my stay in 
Hamilton, Ted Schmitz. They all instilled the 
values of working hard.”

These days, Covington and his family live in 
Vancouver, where he keeps busy, working and 
coaching football. But, there’s one more part to 
his post-season career that he would like to 
pursue.

Additional info - 
He attended Johnson C. Smith University in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

He began his CFL career in 1981 with the 
Montreal Alouettes. A pre-season trade during 
saw him moved to the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. His 
11 seasons with the Tiger-Cats was filled with 
many highlights including being named the CFL 
sack leader in 1988 with 25. Covington is still the 
CFL\'s all-time quarterback sack leader with 157 
sacks to his credit.

Throughout his eleven year career, Covington 
won many deserving awards and honours. He 
was a seven time East Division All-Star and 
received All-Canadian honours on four occasions. 
In 1988 he won the Schenley Award as the Most 
Outstanding Defensive Player in the CFL. He 



played in four Grey Cups during his Tiger-Cat 
career, winning the “Big One” in 1986. 

He was always a player that gave back to the 
community at every chance he could. In 1985, 
Covington was the first winner of the Charlotte 
Simmons Humanitarian Award (Tiger-Cat who 
contributed the most to the community). Both on 
and off the field, Covington devoted his life in 
Hamilton to football and the community. He was 
inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame 
as a player in 2000.

Life after retirement - Grover lives in Vancouver, 
British Columbia Canada with wife Natalie and 
three children. Covington also has an older 
daughter named Retina Hough, who was from a 
previous relationship in his earlier career. Their 
son Christian Covington graduated from Rice 
University while attending the school on a full-
scholarship for football. He is now a professional 
football player for the Houston Texans in the NFL. 
Their daughter Asianna attends the University of 
Georgia on a full-ride scholarship for track and 
field. Their daughter Autumn attends Cornell 
University on a full-ride scholarship for track and 
field as well. (Last updated: 14/03/2021 23:46:26)
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GYLES FREEMAN COVINGTON (2736). Born: 
1767- 1768 in Abingdon, Oxfordshire. Father: 
Covington, Roger (3267). Mother: King, Elizabeth 
(4134).  Mar: 5 Feb 1789 in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire to Gilkes, Ann (4166). Died: 7 Mar 
1791 in Oxford Castle, Oxford aged 23.  Also 
shown as Giles. Christened 12 April 1767 at St 
Helen's Church, Abingdon. Sailor. Spelling of 
name shown as Giles Covington on marriage 
records. Hung on 7 March 1791 at Oxford Castle 
for murder.

"The murder victim, a Scottish pedlar named 
David Charteris, was on his way home to Toot 
Baldon from the Michaelmas Hiring Fair at 
Abingdon on the night of the 8 October 1787, 
when a bunch of thugs set about him with a 
hedge stake as he was climbing over a stile near 
Nuneham Wood. Later that week some chums 
from Toot Baldon discovered his body sitting 
upright in a ditch and when they pulled off his hat 
and wig they uncovered the grisly evidence of 
several hefty blows. Despite a reward of 70 
guineas (more than most people earned in a year 
in those days!), nothing was heard of the crime 
for another three years. 

Then Richard Kilby was caught and flogged at 
Reading for deserting from the Berkshire Militia. 



the whip seems to have loosened his tongue and 
he offered to turn King's Evidence and confessed 
to his part in the Charteris crime in return for a 
Royal Pardon. According to him. it was Charles 
Evans Shury who suggested robbing David 
Charteris to himself, John Castle and Giles 
Covington. Shury struck the first blow, then 
Covington joined in and helped finish the poor 
pedlar off. After they returned to Abindgon, they 
went to Shury's house and he gave them 10 
guineas in gold and silver each, saying: "Now, my 
boys, let us be true to each other"

On 16 July 1790, Shury and Castle were tried at 
the Midsummer Assizes in Oxford for the pedlar's 
murder. A Thames bargeman called Bossom said 
Castle "had some time ago confessed to him that 
he had no rest, night or day, from the horror of 
having been concerned in the murder of the 
Scotchman". The report of the trial in Jackson's 
Oxford Journal is rather confusing, and the only 
evidence concerning Shury, apart from Kilby's 
confession, implied he thought Kilby was out to 
"do" him by blaming him for the crime. However 
the jury had no hesitation in finding both men 
guilty and the judge, after a stern lecture, directed 
them to be executed and their bodies to be 
delivered to the surgeons, to be dissected and 
anatomised. 



Meanwhile Giles Covington was at sea. As soon 
as his ship docked in London at the beginning of 
1791, two Bow Street runners brought him to 
Oxford and on 4 March he also stood trial for the 
pedlar's murder. Clearly he felt the same way 
about Kilby as Shury. It was reported that his 
behaviour was so audacious during the trial whilst 
Kilby was giving evidence, that he made a 
sudden spring towards him and attempted a blow 
at his head. The jury found him guilty on the same 
evidence as the other two and on 7 March 1791, 
"a prodigious multitude of spectators" watched his 
execution from the tower at the entrance to 
Oxford Castle, now part of Oxford Prison. He 
mounted the scaffold dressed in his sailor's jacket 
and trousers with white gloves and a white 
hatband and before motioning the hangman to 
proceed, tossed down a paper. It was a semi-
literate letter addressed to local magistrate 
Christopher Willoughby. "I hope you and your 
family will live to find that Giles Freeman 
Covington died innocent and then I hope you 
would relieve the widow that is left behind if 
Bedlam is not to be her doom"

His body was cut down and delivered to the 
University Reader in Anatomy, Dr Pegge. The 
following day he carved it up at a public lecture in 



the Anatomy School at Christ Church College. He 
then decided that Giles Covington would make a 
useful teaching aid. His bones were wired 
together and his skeleton eventually found its way 
to the University Museum in Parks Road in 1860. 
It stood in a glass case for more than 100 years, 
labelled simply Englishman, before being 
relegated to the Bone Room. It may have stayed 
there had not a member of staff spotted the 
inscription Giles Covington on the lower jaw and 
passed it on to the Museum of Oxford, where it is 
on display today, along with Kilby's confession 
and the letter Giles Covington tossed down from 
the gallows.

A detailed dossier on his case has been compiled 
by Miss Evelyn Wallace, an attendant at the 
Museum of Oxford, and on Thursday 7 March 
1991 (the 200th anniversary of his execution) a 
petition was launched in an attempt to get the 
Queen to grant a royal pardon. Signatures will be 
sent to the Royal Prerogative of Mercy Division at 
the Home Office. A spokesman for the Home 
Office has said "Normally cases like this involve 
people who are still alive and in prison. But the 
rules are still the same. Miss Wallace will have to 
produce new evidence to show the original 
conviction was unsafe" (I.G.I London/Berkshire) 
(Letter from Miss Evelyn Wallace, March 



1991)(Press cuttings of articles by A.J.McIlroy, 
Daily Telegraph & Don Chapman, Oxford).

A further article appeared in the Daily Telegraph 
on 16 Jul 2001 citing the efforts of the Oxford 
Museum's curator, John Lange, to secure a full 
Christian burial for Giles. "He has already 
secured the agreement in principle of Wolvercote 
Cemetery in Oxford to bury Giles, but also hopes 
to clear Giles' name by Royal Pardon"

For more info on Gyles Freeman Covington and 
the case the following book is highly 
recommended "The Abingdon Waterturnpike 
Murder" by Mark Davies published by Oxford 
Towpath Press 2003. (Last updated: 04/06/2004 
14:51:51)
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HAROLD ARMSTEAD COVINGTON (5528). 
Born: 14 Sep 1953 in Burlington, Alamance Co 
NC. Father: Covington, Forrest Mcallister (5696). 
Mother: Glass, Frances Anne (5697).  Mar: 12 Jul 
1973 in Arlington Co VA to Wesson, Lucie 
Annalen (4830). Died: 14 Jul 2018 in Bremerton, 
Kitsap Co WA aged 64.  Was an American neo-
Nazi activist and writer. Covington advocated the 
creation of an "Aryan homeland" in the Pacific 
Northwest (known as the Northwest Territorial 
Imperative), and was the founder of the 
Northwest Front, a website which promotes white 
separatism. This probably made him the most 
widely disliked member of the Covington dynasty, 
Harold Armstead Covington holds some very 
strong anti-semetic, anti-black views which he 
regularly shared in his blogs to the world.

Born in Burlington, North Carolina in 1953. He 
was the oldest of 3 children. In 1968, at age 15, 
he was sent to Chapel Hill High School. In 1971, 
he graduated high school and joined the United 
States Army

Party leader of the neo-nazi Nationalist Socialist 
Party in U.S.A. On 31 March 1981 a John 
Warnock Hinckley, b.1956, shot U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. Hinckley had been a member of 
the Nationalist Socialist Party between 1978 and 



1979 when he had been expelled. Harold 
Covington said of him - " He felt we were not 
sufficiently militant for him. He wanted us to go 
out and commit unlawful acts. We sort of carried 
on a debate on it. He struck me as a sincere 
person who felt something had to be done. He 
was expelled because his ideas were too extreme 
and violent." (The Times 1/4/1981, Page 7, Col g)

A website exists offering information on the 
National Socialist White Peoples Party and its 
Leader. The following gives a further radical view 
on Harold and his activity:

This page is dedicated to exposing one of the 
most destructive government agents working in 
our midst: Harold Covington. It is important that 
you become informed about people like Weird 
Harold because as our movement grows there 
will be more people like him, sent to demoralize 
and destroy us. I hope that this page helps to give 
you the information you need to protect yourself 
and others from jewish or government sponsored 
subversion. The NSWPP is not the organization 
of George Lincoln Rockwell. The name has been 
stolen and mis-used by a known BATF informant 
named Harold Covington. Harold is a fat, Jewish 
looking man who's nickname "the Rabbi" comes 
from his very jewish, very rabbinical appearance. 



Weird Harold has made a career of spreading lies 
and filth throughout the White Nationalist 
movement. One of his pen names, Winston 
Smith, is taken from George Orwell's novel 1984 
and refers to the government agent in "1984" who 
was employed by Big Brother to write and spread 
lies for the "Ministry of Truth." You need to be 
informed!

The following is an excerpt from Vol.13, #1 (the 
Jan/Mar '95) issue of the National Socialist 
Vanguard - A Quarterly Overview of the NS 
Vanguard:

For a number of years now, our associates have 
questioned Harold Covington's sincerity in the 
Movement versus his psychiatric status after 
reading his allegations against other people and 
groups. Any investigation into this area would be 
merely academic. The important thing to 
understand is that Harold Covington, for whatever 
reason, is neither a reliable source of information 
nor competent to critique the Movement. (Rick 
Cooper, Editor, NSV Quarterly - POB 328, The 
Dalles). Web Author: John Hammer. Copyright & 
copy;1997 by NSWPP.COM - ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED

The following information was sent out by WAR 



(White Aryan Resistance) - Weird Harold 
Armstead Covington [born September 14, 1953, 
in Burlington, North Carolina - Social Security 
number (ss# ), deleted out of respect for the 
Constitution and not the jerk harold who is trying 
to destroy it--M)] is currently the greatest 
embarrassment the White Racialist Movement 
has. Weird Harold has recently started the 
National Socialist White People's Party. [As most 
of you may know, this was the name of the 
organization founded by George Lincoln 
Rockwell.] However, before anyone rushes to join 
this "reincarnation" of Commander Rockwell's 
party, they should know something about Weird 
Harold. 

The nickname "Weird Harold" was given to him 
by the people that knew him when he was with 
the Nationalist Socialist Party of America. This 
was the group started by the homosexual 
pedophile Jew, Frank Collin [Cohn]. Collin was 
arrested by detectives from Chicago's Youth 
Division for taking indecent liberties with 
adolescent boys. Subsequently, when Weird 
Harold took over the "leadership" of this 
organization it quickly collapsed since most 
people quit in disgust because of his weirdness
and stupidity. 



Weird Harold is basically a coward that will run at 
the first sign of trouble. In the book Nazis, 
Communists, Klansmen, and others on the Fringe 
by John George and Laird Wilcox they write: "In 
1980 Harold Covington assumed the leadership 
of the NSPA. It was a banner year for him in other 
respects as well." "His streak of successes was 
short-lived, however. Events during the trials of 
Klansmen and NSPA members led some of his 
followers to suspect that he was an undercover 
informant. Faced with internal revolt and what he 
later called "harassment and threats by the ATF, 
Covington announced he was going underground. 
In March 1981 he appointed St. Louis NSPA 
leader Michael Allen, twenty-nine, as his 
successor and disappeared shortly thereafter. He 
wound up on the Isle of Mann, living there for 
several years before returning to the United 
States." "Allen, it turns out, was a bona fide ATF 
informant."

 In the book Code Name Greenkil: The 1979 
Greeneboro Killings by Elizabeth Wheaton, she 
writes: "Allen supplied the ATF with Nazi 
membership lists, organization rules and 
structure, and "eyes only" memos to the party 
leaders from Covington." Michael Allen's ATF 
[Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms] 
Confidential Informer number is CI-203. 



In North Carolina, Weird Harold gave information 
to Federal Agents that helped set-up and 
imprison Frank Lee Braswell. In an Associated 
Press article in the June 25, 1981, Raleigh, North 
Carolina The News and Observer stated: 
"Covington named in Nazi trial ASHEVILLE (AP) - 
Federal investigators said this week that they 
uncovered an alleged plot to set off bombs in 
Greenaboro after a Nazi leader told an 
undercover agent that a member of his group was 
a "gunfighter for the party, that he had killed 
several policemen. " In U.S. District Court 
Monday, Michael Sweat, an agent for the federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
testified that he received the information from 
Harold Covington of Raleigh, the head of the 
National Socialist Party. Sweat testified during a 
pretrial hearing for six Nazis accused in the 
alleged plot. The undercover agent said 
Covington identified Frank Braswell, one of those 
accused in the alleged scheme, as the alleged 
"gunfighter"." 

According to court records from the District Court 
of the United States for the Western District of 
North Carolina, Asheville Division, Criminal Action 
Case Number A-CR-81-11, when Federal Agent 
Sweat was asked "that Harold Covington was 



where you received your information to start a 
criminal investigation on me [Braswell]. Am I 
Correct?" Agent Sweat answered "That's 
Correct." Also, when asked "As a result of your 
contact with Mr. Covington, what if anything did 
you do?", Agent Sweat answered "I initiated a 
criminal investigation on Frank Braswell." Then 
when asked "Now on these initial contacts how 
did you introduce yourself to Frank Braswell?" 
Agent Sweat answered "On the initial contact I 
called Frank up prior to meeting with him on the 
7th, I think it was a day or so before. And he said 
he had heard about me already from Harold 
Covington and he was anxious to meet me. He 
had heard that I was in the type of business that I 
related to him later from Harold Covington."

Later testimony from a Federal witness stated 
"The first -- the way the investigation got initiated 
was with an undercover contact with Harold 
Covington, who told me certain things -- ". In the 
book Code Name Greenkil: The Greeneboro 
Killings, Elizabeth Wheaton writes: "In September 
1979 … Covington led another ATF agent to 
Frank Braswell, as four months earlier he led 
[undercover government agent] Bernie Butkovich 
to Wayne Wood. Michael Sweat, an agent from 
the Ashville ATF office, presented himself to 
Covington as Mike Swain … N "Two days prior to 



the breaking of the Butkovich story, Sweat made 
contact with Frank Braswell. Braswell phoned 
Covington to check on Sweat; given the go- 
ahead, he began talking to the agent." Wheaton 
concludes by stating Weird Harold "brought two 
ATF undercover agents into his own party, 
resulting in the convictions of two of his rivals." 

Besides informing to Federal Agents, Weird 
Harold has other interests. His great obsession in 
life, besides of course gluttony, is the late Church 
of the Creator founder Ben Klassen. Weird Harold 
seems to think and talk quite a bit about Ben 
Klassen. Also Weird Harold is especially fond and 
interested in alleging that Ben Klassen was 
homosexual, but never produced any proof.

His so- called "newsletters" are full of obscene 
and filthy language describing these homosexual 
acts as he talks and fantasies about Ben Klassen. 
Weird Harold even gets weirder in that he fancies 
himself as quite a skilled linguist for coming up 
with "clever" phrases like "Benny Butt F***er" ! 
Weird Harold also "alleged" that Ben Klassen was 
a Jew, again without any proof.

The odd thing about this is that if you would give 
Weird Harold's family tree a good shake, you 
would find a Jew by the name of Hugo Glass in it. 



This may be why Weird Harold once made the 
comment about himself that "I look more like a 
Rabbi than a National Socialist". 

However, what is more important than looking like 
a Rabbi is acting like one. A prime example of 
Weird Harold's Jew-like behavior is in this low-
grade moron's "newsletter" Resistance. 
Resistance is so full of lies, half-truths, and Weird 
Harold's own fantasies, that nothing in it can be 
taken seriously. In fact, almost nothing in it is 
truthful or accurate. Even when told the truth from 
reliable sources, Weird Harold is so incompetent 
that he screws it up. 

Weird Harold often writes under the pen name 
"Winston Smith". [Winston Smith is the name of 
the main character in George Orwell's classic 
political novel 1984.] However, Weird Harold has 
recently authored an issue of Resistance 
lavishing praises on himself written under the 
name "Luther Williams". This is a typical ploy in 
one-man operations. They have no one to write 
good things about themselves, so they invent 
fictional people in an imbecile attempt to fool and 
deceive the reader. In this particular issue, titled 
THE OLD ORDER PASSETH, 

Weird Harold attacks many people, but is such a 



coward he doesn't sign his own name to it. 
Besides praising himself, this issue was full of lies 
about people in the White Racialist Movement, 
ranging from Tom Metzger of the White Aryan 
Resistance, the memory of Ben Klassen, Will W. 
Williams and Dr. Pierce of the National Alliance, 
and Arthur Jones of the America First Committee, 
to name just a few. Besides these people, Weird 
Harold has attacked Pastor Butler of Aryan 
Nations, calling him "scum"! Also, Weird Harold 
has recently written "I'll be exposing Gerhard 
Lauck [of the NSDAP/AO], a slime ball of the first 
order". 

Weird Harold's game plan is so obvious and so 
unbelievably stupid you would think it came from 
the mind of a mentally unbalanced geek. Weird 
Harold thinks that by attacking other people and 
other organizations with lies that he can destroy 
them, and then everyone will magically come to 
him and make Weird Harold their supreme 
Dictator!!?!! 

Although the basic premise of Weird Harold's 
plan is fundamentally flawed and incorrect and 
stupid, he is never-the-less attempting to put it 
into place and trying to build an organization, to 
use his terminology, the "N.S.W.P.P. Mark Two". 
By combining with two other one-man 



organizations he now has a "powerful" three-man 
organization. The other organizations are the 
Nationalist Socialist White America Party, 
operated by James Karl who publishes the 
NSWAP Newsletter; and the National Workers 
League, operated by William Henry Kendall, who 
publishes Plexus. 

They don't call him Weird Harold for nothing. 
Weird Harold is a believer in the occult and black 
magic. In a May 18, 1980, article by Angella 
Herrin about Weird Harold titled A Nazi apostle of 
white supremacy in the Raleigh The News and 
Observer states: "A believer in the occult and 
black magic, he earns some money writing ghost 
stories, he says - but he won't divulge his pen 
name. " The article then goes on to show that 
Weird Harold is not one to be relied on when it 
comes to telling the truth.

Angella Herrin writes: "Although he [Weird 
Harold] told WRC [radio] listeners he is a Vietnam 
veteran, he admits Pentagon records show he 
was never in Vietnam." The News and Observer 
goes on to quote Weird Harold, a 1971 graduate 
of Chapel Hill High School: "Like most Americans, 
I'm a working man. And I support myself by 
writing," he told one radio caller. However, the 
Raleigh newspaper points out: "In fact, Covington 



is paying a vanity press to publish his gothic 
romance Rose of Honor this summer. He has not 
had a full-time job since 1977. He lives over Nazi 
Party offices and receives no salary. He simply 
controls party finances, he says, "and I take 
whatever I need". " Another example of Weird 
Harold's dishonesty uncovered by this newspaper 
was in an April 4, 1981 article as follows: 
"Covington: Hinckley was a Nazi - Associated 
Press -

Countering denials that accused presidential 
[Ronald Reagan] assailant John W. Hinckley Jr. 
was a Nazi, former American Nazi leader Harold 
Covington insisted Friday that Hinckley "was a 
member and I did correspond with him." 
Covington and his successor as head of the 
National Socialist Party of America, Michael Allen 
of Chicago, have maintained that Hinckley was a 
Nazi for a few months in 1979. Law enforcement 
officers and monitors of right-wing groups have 
denied that. "The man was a member and I did 
correspond with him for a while. That happens to 
be the truth." Asked to produce the letters or 
other documents as proof that Hinckley was a 
Nazi, Covington said, "We do not keep 
documents of that nature"." 

Weird Harold has a very disturbed sociopathic 



personality that craves attention. Since no one 
takes him serious as a "movement leader", Weird 
Harold's only way of attracting attention to himself 
is by making up spurious rumors and lies about 
various people and organizations. Thus by 
creating disturbances in the White Racialist 
Movement, this pathetic buffoon focuses the 
attention on himself that he craves, even if it is 
only to have people denounce him as a fraud, a 
liar, and as a traitor. 

As you can imagine, Weird Harold is not much of 
a "ladies man". After crudely trying to proposition 
a young Aryan woman by the name Sharon 
Mooney in a ghastly stupid letter dated June 12, 
1994. Sharon wrote back in "an open letter to 
Harold Covington: dated June 18, 1994" that: 
"You are not needed with what is, Jewish blood 
(you certainly have the mentality!) to further 
pollute our genetic pool. Maybe your grandfather 
was not a Jew… but the evidence to me is that he 
MUST have been.

If he was not… well, then you Mr. Covington… 
accidentally suffered some sort of defective 
evolutions when your mother was carrying you… 
and you were born very abnormally un-Aryan in 
mentality and the natural character of the Normal 
Aryan Male.



Physically… you look Jewish. When you 
telephoned me, after you sent this obscene 
letter… I remembered you stating clearly… "I 
didn't sign it." And after I read that letter, now I 
know why you didn't. Nobody in their right mind 
would! However too, anybody in their truly sane 
state of mind and body, would not write any such 
thing, in the first place." [SIC] 

The above sample was just a short quote from 
Sharon's hellish six page letter to Weird Harold. 
She closed the letter with this little poem: 

"May your days in the movement be numbered… 
May you finally be found out for the perverted 
criminal you are, so you can be imprisoned and 
feel firsthand, the accusation you lay against Ben 
Klassen… May your Jewish Cousins spit on your 
foul grave, when you are finished in this earth, 
from doing your dirty ZOG-serving work." 

Publisher's Note: Weird Harold is also a 
hypocrite. Weird Harold makes people swear on 
his "Official Supporter Application" that "I am not 
a journalist or an agent of any government- 
sponsored organization designated as a "law 
enforcement agency"… That I am a non-Jewish 
White person of unmixed Aryan racial descent… 



and that I am not a Satanist Or involved in any 
kind of occult activity." Weird Harold is all of the 
above and by his own standards shouldn't be a 
member of his so-called "N.S.W.P.P. Mark Two", 
let alone its "leader". Weird Harold is an 
unnatural, unholy, vile, grotesque, abomination to 
the White Racialist
Movement and will not be tolerated.
          
Extract from "Searchlight" June 1992 

  TOP NAZI POSES AN EARLY PROBLEM FOR 
NEW M15 BOSS

A leading North American neo-nazi, who has a 
strong association with the Irish Republican 
movement in the USA and Europe, is living in 
Britain. With the British secret service, M15, 
having recently assumed responsibility for dealing 
with the IRA on mainland Britain, we hope our 
expose of his presence and background will lead 
Ms Stella Rimington, the new head of M15, to 
request the Home Secretary rapidly to eject this 
nazi from Britain. 

Harold Covington, now residing at 29 Palamos 
Road, Leyton, London E10, is in his late forties. 
Over the last 30 years he has gained a personal 
notoriety for his role not only in organising some 



of the worst neo-nazi and racist groups in 
America but also as the architect of the 1979 
massacre in Greensboro, North Carolina, which 
left five people dead and another nine with 
injuries from gunshot wounds. Although the Ku 
Klux Klan massacre was of his design, he did not 
have the guts to be present when the dreadful act 
was carried out. 

Shortly afterwards he fled to Rhodesia and later 
South Africa, stopping over in Eire and Britain 
along the way. 

Covington holds dual Irish and United States 
nationality. This is thought to be as a result of his 
marriage to an Irish woman during one of his 
European trips. He claims to have been married 
twice with both marriages ending in divorce. He 
says he has a son and daughter in Ireland, whom 
the American government have banned from 
entering the USA.

Studying in Britain 

In a recent letter to his comrades in the British 
National Party, Covington claims to have taken 
time out to study in Britain and use his citizenship 
of a member state nation of the European 
Community as a means to remain in the country if 



challenged. 

We were alerted late last year by our friends in 
the Center for Democratic Renewal in the USA 
that Covington might be heading back to Europe. 
But we never expected him to be allowed into this 
country for two reasons: firstly his strong Irish 
Republican links and secondly his association 
with the former illegal regime in Rhodesia. Clearly 
we were wrong. Covington claims that Special 
Branch knows of his presence here, but he 
seems to have been left alone to work and study 
for a City and Guilds qualification. 

But all has not been well for the nazi leader. His 
ongoing row with Ben Klassen, boss of the 
Church of the Creator, led to Klassen informing a 
senior member of the British National Party last 
February that Covington was in the country. 
Kiassen's letter went on to tell the BNP, which he 
knows claims to be in the forefront of the anti-
Republican fight, of Covington's dodgy Irish 
associations, and went further to suggest that 
Covington might be a CIA operative. 

For reasons known only to himself, the recipient 
of the letter, John Morse, kept quiet about it and 
our attention was drawn to Covington's presence 
in this country only when copies of both Klassen's 



letter and Covington's own circular letter to British 
nazis came into our possession.

Wave of killings 

Certainly Covington has not lived up to his 
reputation as one of the hottest guys in the nazi 
camp as far as security goes. His book, The 
March up Country, was written to alert the US far 
right to the mistakes they made during the years 
when the notorious and bloody outfit, the Order, 
rocked the USA with a wave of killings of Jews, 
state troopers and police officers, and were 
caught as a result of their own bad security. 
Covington aimed to cure this problem before the 
next round of terror started, but clearly he has not 
studied his own text closely enough in recent 
times. 

In recent years Covington has run a newsletter 
called Resistance, which he circulates to fellow 
nazis. In it he often signs off with the name 
Winston Smith, the hero of Orwell's 1984. The 
most recent issues must have been written in 
Britain and sent out from his old base in Raleigh, 
North Carolina in the USA to make people think 
he was still in America. 

One of his oldest and closest associates is Sean 



McGuire, a Klansman who is very close to Irish 
Republican activists in the USA and is often seen 
marching on Klan demonstrations wearing his 
famous Sein Fein baseball cap. Covington and 
big Sean have been bosom buddies since their 
fighting days together in the National Socialist 
Party of America. At a demonstration picketed by 
Jewish anti-fascists, McGuire attacked and 
injured a number of them and this led to his 
reputation as a "big hitter"
in neo-nazi and KKK circles. 

Covington's greatest claim to fame came in 1980 
when he stood on the Republican Party ticket in 
North Carolina for the post of State Attorney-
General and polled 56,000 votes, 43% of the poll.

Top gun 

Since 1988 he has been one of the top guns in 
the Confederate National Congress. It was at one 
of its rallies that he was captured on video 
greeting and embracing his old comrade, 
McGuire. 

In his circular to British neo-nazis Covington says 
he is too busy at the moment to "screw around" 
with anti-fascists, Special Branch or the Jewish 
Board of Deputies, as it would upset his specific 



agenda of goals and things he wants to 
accomplish whilst he is here. 

Let us hope that Ms Rimington lives up to the 
much publicised expectations the Home 
Secretary and media have of her and does the 
right thing, as they say in the USA, by booting this 
rat out of the country as soon as possible. 

Copyright © 1992, Searchlight.

Extracts from the web site entitled "A Jew Hater's 
Who's Who" - The data provided on this page is 
for information purposes only. In no way is the 
data to be taken as a solicitation for violence. The 
Jewish Defense League simply wants its 
members and web visitors to really know who 
their enemies are. The information on this page 
has been verified to the best of JDL's ability but is 
subject to change. Those with knowledge of other 
"high-ranking" Jew-haters (on the left and right of 
the political spectrum) are encouraged to provide 
such information to the Jewish Defense League.

Harold Covington represents the NATIONAL 
SOCIALIST WHITE PEOPLE'S PARTY and goes 
by the alias "Winston Smith" after the character in 
the novel "1984" by George Orwell. Here are his 
personal details:



Name: Harold A. Covington, DOB: September 14, 
1953
SSN : 241-96-9573
Occupation: Political activist, professional 
disrupter, race hater, hates Jews especially/anti-
semite.
Mailing address: 4319 Medical Drive, Suite 131-
150, San Antonio, Texas 78229 (Mailboxes, Etc.)
Physical location: The Lodge Apartments, Bldg. 
#17 -- 4900 Medical Drive, San Antonio, Texas 
78229
Telephone number: (210) 614-0944
Automobile: 1985 cream-colored Chevy CL 25A 
wagon
License plate: South Carolina -- YCT 605
Physical description: 5'-11"; brown hair, brown 
eyes; 300 lbs., beard, glasses; prefers wide-
brimmed hats in public.
Marital status: Divorced
Children: 5 (may owe back child support)

His e-mail accounts are:
hcovington@aol.com
resist88@earthlink.net
nswpp@ix.netcom.com
hcovington@hotmail.com

He publishes a newsletter called "Resistance" 



and plans on expanding it with a special column 
on how to fight Jews. He frequents the 
newsgroups: alt.nswpp, alt.politics.white-power, 
alt.revisionism, alt.skinheads, triangle.politics, 
alt.nationalism.white. It appears he has been 
getting donations and spreading his filth through a 
cell-like organization and on the newsgroups.

He just moved to Texas due to $110,000 
judgment against him due to his libeling one of his 
rival Nazis. He has been getting donations and 
spreading his filth through a cell-like organization 
and on the newsgroups. His close ally in his hate 
campaign is Bob Summers, whose e-mail 
address is <uswaffen@aol.com>. Covington and 
Summers run the National Socialist White 
People's Party (NSWPP). Some have said 
Covington and Summers are one and the same 
person.

Covington has been accused by other Nazis of 
being an informant. Intelligence has not confirmed 
this in any way. Here's one example of the trash 
he posts to newsgroups. He took it from 
www.melvig.org. This is "The Teachings of Julius 
Streicher":

1. Jews concentrate in certain occupations such 
as doctors, lawyers, money-lenders, merchants, 



entertainers, etc. Thus they gain a 
disproportionate share of the wealth. They control 
the large monopoly department stores thus 
putting the independent Gentiles out of business.
2. Jews pay low wages often forcing poor workers 
into crime and some women into part-time 
prostitution.
3. Jews are not true creators of wealth. They 
avoid physical labor and are rarely farmers, 
masons, factory workers, etc. Their religion 
teaches that it is shameful.
4. Jews hate Jesus Christ but have turned His 
birthday into a source of great profits. As Rabbi 
Jacob Wise said: "If the crucified one had a 
brother born in the summertime it would have 
given us two such profitable holidays."
5. Jews exploit sex for financial gain through their 
control of the theater and publications.
6. Jews are parasites who secretly gain wealth by 
exploiting the unwary host people.
7. Jews gain power by first pleading for "tolerance 
and brotherhood." They coddle political leaders of 
a nation by making themselves useful -- 
ingratiating themselves until they become the 
power behind the throne.
8. Jews give to charities in order to gain 
respectability.
9. Even if a Jew undergoes Christian Baptism he 
remains a Jew because they are a race.



10. Jews concentrate themselves in the large 
cities where they promote socialism and 
decadence.

Rhodesia 1976 

Photographed with Eric Thomson of Internal 
Affairs Ministry. Covington is described as 
"Army". The text accompanying the photo 
suggests "Both men are well qualified to explain 
why Black people are not White people inside and 
what happens when White people turn their 
country over to Black people."

Court Order Against Harold Covington for Libel
Court Order follows in full: Filed on June 26, 1997 
/ 4:04PM 
------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE DISTRICT COURT DIVISION WAKE 
COUNTY File No.: 96 CVD 11027 
------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------
---------- 
William W. Williams ) Plaintiff ) vs. ) I N J U N C T 
I O N Harold A. Covington ) Defendant ) 
------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------



---------- 
This cause coming to be heard, after proper 
notice and being heard, on the 25th day of April, 
1997, before the Honorable Paul Gessner, Judge 
Presiding. 
It appearing to the Court, through affidavit and 
other evidence that: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. Defendant was properly served, pursuant to 
N.C. Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 4 on March 
21, 1997, with a Motion for Preliminary Injuction 
and Notice Of Hearing. 2. Plaintiff appeared, 
represented by counsel. 3. Defendant did not 
appear. 4. Plaintiff served defendant with 
REQUEST FOR ADMISSIONS OF 
DEFENDANTon the 18th day of February, 1997. 
5. As of April 22, 1997, defendant failed to 
respond to those REQUESTS FOR 
ADMISSIONS. 6. Defendant served Plaintiff's 
attorney with a document on March 17, 1997, 
entitled "DEFENDANT DECLINES FURTHER TO 
DEFEND". 7. Since the Summons and Complaint 
in this action was filed, defendant has continued 
to publish defamatory statements about the 
plaintiff and continues to republish defamatory 
statements about the plaintiff complained of in the 
original complaint. 8. Defendant continues to use 
the United States Postal Service in the 



distribution of defamatory statements about the 
plaintiff. 9. Defendant continues to publish 
defamatory statements about the plaintiff via the 
Internet. 10. Defendant continues to publish 
defamatory written statements about the plaintiff 
by other means. 11. Electronic posts to the 
Internet are the most insidiously invidious 
publications in that they remain lurking for 
additional republication. 12. Plaintiff has suffered 
and continues to suffer injury to his reputation and 
said publications continue to deter third persons 
from associating with plaintiff in social and 
business intercourse. 13. Each individual 
defamatory publication about the plaintiff by the 
defendant causes additional injury to the plaintiff. 
14. A monetary judgement can not adequately 
remedy plaintiff's injuries caused by the 
defendant. 15. Defendant has been making 
material misrepresentations regarding the facts 
and procedures of this civil action via the Internet. 
16. Defendant uses assumed names to publish 
defamatory statements about the plaintiff: 
including but not limited to; "Secretary General:, 
"NSWPP", and particularly his rakish nom de 
plume, "Winston Smith". 17. Defendant has 
repeatedly and falsely published statements that 
this Civil Action involves the "National Alliance". 
18. Defendant has repeatedly and falsely 
published statements that the "National Alliance" 



is a party in this Civil Action. 19. Defendant has 
published statements indicating his intention to 
defy any Wake County Court Order enjoining his 
defamatory speech regarding the plaintiff. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
1. Defendant has been publishing defamatory 
statements, both per se and per quod of and 
concerning the plaintiff since the filings of this 
Civil Action. 
2. Plaintiff has made an adequate showing that 
he will prevail in this action. 3. Defendant's 
actions by making additional defamatory 
publications 
and republishing the original defamatory 
statements complained of are causing the Plaintiff 
irreparable harm. 4. Money damages alone are 
not sufficient to make the plaintiff whole. 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED: 
1. Defendant, Harold A. Covington, is hereby 
enjoined from any publication of any matter 
involving plaintiff, William W. Williams. 2. 
Defendant shall not publish, nor cause to be 
published any matter concerning William W. 
Williams or his activities. 3. Defendant shall not 
refer to this Civil Action as the "National Alliance 
law suit" or the "suit against the NSWPP". 4. 
Defendant shall not refer to the plaintiff as: "John 
Doe #2", "Mr.'X' ", or "Little Willie". Entered this 



25th day of June, 1997 - Paul Gessner, Judge 
Presiding

1973 - Harold Covington, who joined a neo-Nazi 
group while in the U.S. Army in 1972, moves to 
South Africa, later joining the white-led Rhodesian 
Army for 18 months. Covington will later claim 
that he was a founding member of the Rhodesian 
White People’s Party. He will be deported from 
Rhodesia (later renamed Zimbabwe) in 1976, 
after sending threatening letters to a Jewish 
congregation there.

----------------------------------------

“A Personal Message From Harold A. Covington 
Thursday, June 28, 2007”

Dear Racial Comrades,

53 years ago, when I was nine months old, the 
United States Supreme Court handed down a 
historic and terrible decision called Brown vs. 
Board of Education.

That decision destroyed my life, and the lives of 
two subsequent generations of White children 
who have been effectively denied an education, 
because a child cannot learn in the presence of 



dangerous and violent animals with skins the 
color of shit who foul their nest with their own 
excrement.

It would be difficult for me to encompass, and 
impossible for me to overstate, the catastrophic 
consequences that Brown vs. Board of Education 
has had for America, and for people like me who 
have been forced to grow up in its shadow. I do 
not believe I am overstating the case when I say 
that all of the many, many subsequent evils which 
have destroyed the America into which I was 
born, originated in that one act of judicial folly and 
madness.

Today, June 28th, 2007, in a moment of lucidity 
such as those which occasionally befall a far-
gone Alzheimer's patient, America briefly 
recovered its sanity. The United States Supreme 
Court has reversed that terrible judicial fiat which 
destroyed my life and millions of others back 
when I was still in the cradle. In two decisions 
involving the public school systems in Seattle and 
Louisville, they effectively brought the racial 
integration of the public schools to an end, in the 
legal sense, anyway, although I'm sure the dying 
integration monster still has some spasmodic 
twitches of life in it.



Nor can the damage of three generations be 
undone. Any moron can make an aquarium into 
fish soup, but no one can turn fish soup back into 
an aquarium.

But at least America has admitted that it was 
wrong, albeit 53 years too late. There are some 
who might tell me that at least now I can face my 
declining years with that inner satisfaction, 
knowing that those nine old swine admitted they 
were wrong. I don't see it that way. 

I look at it it like this: okay, you rotting insects in 
your black robes--you've admitted you were 
wrong. Now give me back my life, the life I should 
have had, the life I would have had, if your 
predecessors had not decided to yield to the 
yowlings of the black beasts and the whisperings 
in their ear of a race of alien Asiatic parasites.

Give me back the youth I should have had. Give 
me back the future I should have had in 1971 
when I graduated from the little corner of hell on 
earth that you created. Give me back the world 
that I had a right to, and which you stole from me.

Okay, America, you've admitted that you made a 
mistake. A mistake that I have already paid for. 
Now what are you going to tell me? "Oops, my 



bad?" No. America has fucked me over, and I'm 
going to return the favor.

Give me back my life, God damn you!

Or else I promise you, I will devote whatever time 
I have left on this earth to taking yours.

-Harold A. Covington"

--------------------------------------

January 01, 2008 - Harold Covington from Dann 
Dobson:

Harold Covington, a neo-Nazi from Tacoma, 
Washington has recently posted a novel on-line 
which calls for a rebellion against the United 
States and the establishment of an "Aryan" 
country, The Northwest Republic, in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho. This is the fourth book 
Covington has written promoting this idea.

Covington has also written a "Northwest Republic 
Constitution" that would create an absolute fascist 
empire in the Northwest.

See: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UnitedAryanFront/



message/938

Anyone who is not a straight, white Christian 
would be expelled from the Northwest Republic, if 
not executed outright. Blacks, Hispanics, Asians, 
Jews, Muslims, atheists and gays would not have 
a place in Covington's new country. 

Article I. - The Northwest American Republic shall 
be a Homeland solely for the use and habitation 
of White people of all nationalities, cultures and 
creeds worldwide, in order that Western 
civilization may be preserved and White children 
may be raised to responsible adulthood in safety, 
prosperity and tranquility.

The Northwest Republic will be a dictatorial one 
party state, with only one pre-approved political 
party.

Section Two - Government and Administration

Article I. - The Northwest American Republic shall 
be a unitary or single-party state, with [the 
Fighting Revolutionary Party to come] to serve as 
the official party of government.

In the new Northwest Republic there will be no 
independent judiciary. If you have a dispute with a 



neighbor, a business, or a company forget going 
to court. You would settle your dispute with guns 
in a dual.

Article II. - The government of the Republic shall 
consist of two branches, executive and legislative.

All power would be vested in an all-mighty "State 
President". 

Article IX.

2) The State President shall serve as chief 
magistrate of the Republic and shall exercise full 
and final recourse over all actions and decisions 
of the judicial system and the National Honor 
Court, specifically including the power of full or 
partial pardon and/or commutation of any 
sentence of death, confinement, corporal 
punishment, loss of citizenship, amercement, or 
exile, with the following exception: the State 
President may not overrule any jury or other court 
verdict of not guilty, not proven, or other acquittal 
in any criminal case.

Covington promotes his bizarre ideas using over 
a dozen different of aliases including Susan 
Enders,
George Brenner / schinderhann, 



L. Bradford Davis, 
Keith P. Fulton,
Katie Hollis, 
Bob Rudisill, 
David Lee Saxon, 
Wilson Hayman, 
Mark Whittaker / whitelight_1488,
Luther Williams / iconoclast1488, 
Aryan Maiden / valkyra2001,
The Aryan History Series, 
The Jewish History Series joohistory3, 
The Story of White Nationalism,
wardken2004, 
white revolt.

For years Covington has complained that no one 
has joined his efforts to create the Northwest 
Republic.

After I first read the "Northwest Constitution" a 
few several years ago, I wrote Covington and 
asked him what he proposed doing with the two 
million plus blacks, Hispanics, Asians, Jews, 
Muslims, gays etc: currently living in Washington 
State, Oregon and Idaho.

Covington never responded. Well I read his 
recent book "The Brigade" and it starts with the 
shotgun slaying of a lesbian couple, then 



progresses to the murder of a Jewish couple and 
then the murder of FBI agents who come to 
investigate the murders.

Originally I thought that Covington was promoting 
the Northwest Republic through the ballot box 
and chided him for not putting up any Nazi 
candidates to run for office. However, Covington's 
character proposes recruiting 1,000 "Aryans" who 
would go on a killing rampage similar to what Lee 
Boyd Malvo and John Allen Muhammad did in 
Washington did a few years ago randomly 
shooting and killing people as they drove through 
the streets, only in this case inner racial couples, 
blacks, and anyone else who doesn't look like 
them.

"How often have all of us been driving down the 
street and seen a racially mixed couple and 
wanted to blast the creeps? Well, here’s your 
chance." The Brigade - page 66.

After reading his book, it is clear that Covington is 
proposing a genocide of all "non-aryans" like the 
killing fields in Cambodia, the massacres in 
Rwanda, or Adi Amin's Uganda.

If anyone is actually stupid enough to follow 
Covington and his plans for a Northwest Republic 



it is a prescription to wind up in a prison cell for 
the rest of your days.

Little Big Man
Brother Discusses Neo-Nazi Harold Covington
Interview conducted by Sonia Scherr and Laurie 
Wood
 
 
  
 Harold Covington 
 
 
There's little doubt that Harold Covington, 55, is a 
dedicated neo-Nazi. He was a key player in the 
National Socialist White People's Party, helped 
pioneer cyberspace as a medium for neo-Nazi 
propaganda, and led the North Carolina unit of 
the National Socialist Party of America at the time 
it took part in the 1979 killings of five left-wing anti-
Klan protesters in Greensboro, N.C. (He later 
bragged about his people "greasing communists" 
in Greensboro.) Two members of his group were 
among the 16 Klansmen and neo-Nazis arrested 
and charged with murder in connection with what 
came to be known as the "Greensboro 
Massacre," although none of them was ever 
convicted. (Although Covington never faced 
criminal charges, he was named as a defendant 



in a civil suit brought by surviving protesters and 
the families of the dead. In the end, jurors found 
two police officers, a police informer and four 
Klansmen liable for compensatory damages, but 
Covington was not among them.) Covington was 
also associated at one point with a man who 
allegedly hoped to attack a shopping mall with 
napalm over the Christmas holidays, although he 
denied any role in that plot. Over the last 35 
years, Covington has interacted with almost all of 
the important leaders and activists of the 
American radical right.

Despite his long record in the movement, 
Covington, who is certainly one of its most gifted 
and vitriolic writers, has been accused by fellow 
neo-Nazis of serving as a government informant 
and of secretly being Jewish. Responding in kind, 
he has launched endless attacks on most of the 
leaders of the extreme right, to the point where he 
is today almost totally isolated from the 
organizations that make up the white supremacist 
movement. Now believed to be living in Olympia, 
Wash., the man many neo-Nazis call "Weird 
Harold" recently wrote three self-published novels 
in which he reimagines the Pacific Northwest as a 
"whites-only" homeland.

For most of his life, Covington, who also writes 



under the nom de plume of Winston Smith and 
any number of other aliases, has exhibited a 
consistent tendency to tell tall tales. From his 
supposed role fighting as a mercenary for white 
rule in Rhodesia (later Zimbabwe) to wild claims 
about his mother's death, he has repeatedly 
deployed gross exaggerations and outright lies to 
cast himself in the role of hero and to vilify his 
perceived enemies — some of which have been 
swallowed whole by many, including one scholar 
who admires his "incisive intelligence."

Now, a member of Covington's immediate family 
is speaking out to dispel these myths. In a recent 
interview with the Intelligence Report, Ben 
Covington, Harold's younger brother, offered 
insights into the roots of his brother's bigotry and 
discussed the devastating personal impact of his 
hate. "It killed my mother," said Ben Covington, a 
local union official in North Carolina who hasn't 
spoken to his oldest brother since 1980. "My 
mother spent nights crying herself to sleep. It 
embittered my father. You can't quantify what it's 
like to lose a child. It's even harder to quantify 
what it's like losing that child while he's still alive."

Please tell us about your brother's childhood.
Harold was the oldest of three children. My 
parents were products of the Depression and the 



Second World War. They were both college 
educated. Before I was born, my father got a job 
with Western Electric at the electronics assembly 
facility in Burlington, N.C., working as a personnel 
clerk, while my mother worked as a church 
secretary. Harold was born in 1953. My brother, 
Forrest Jr., was born in 1957, and I was born in 
1959, and during these years my father was 
working his way up the ladder of middle-class 
success. My father was a noted local folk singer, 
so our house was constantly filled with music and 
musicians. It wasn't unusual for there to be eight 
or nine people in our house on a weekend night —
 my parents were gregarious and generous.

Ben Covington discusses his infamous brother, 
neo-Nazi leader — and blowhard extraordinaire —
 Harold Covington. Photo by Jenny Warburg.
 
What was Harold like as a child?
He was highly intelligent, for one thing. He was 
also egotistical about it and carried himself with 
an attitude of privileged superiority that was 
infuriating. He tended to be a loner, with few 
friends. He read extensively, mostly history and 
always way above his grade level. He was 
secretive. He hated doing household chores 
because he thought he was above them. He 
despised being told to do anything that he didn't 



want to do; he especially hated having anything to 
do with my brother Forrest and myself. 
Nevertheless, he would condescend to be a 
member of the family, although in his later 
writings he made out that our life was some sort 
of horror story where he was either the victim or 
the tragic hero.

Is there any truth to that interpretation?
Harold makes out a great deal that there was 
some dark, seamy underside. There wasn't. We 
all got adequate medical care, our needs were 
seen to, we had Christmases and birthday 
parties, and we had relatives who visited 
regularly. We went on family vacations. My father 
enrolled Harold in fencing classes at the local Y. 
He was in school plays, he got music lessons, 
pets, whatever. He was an acolyte at the 
Episcopal Church. We never lacked for anything. 
It is true that both my father and mother believed 
in discipline. When we acted up, if it was my 
mother, she took a switch to us, and if it was my 
father he used his belt. These weren't beatings. 
This was corporal punishment that was well in 
line with the parenting techniques of the day.

So how did Harold develop his bigotry?
Harold is constantly saying that he learned his 
racism from my father. Like many things Harold 



says — and this is part and parcel of his mental 
illness — there is a grain of truth to what he says. 
Both of my parents were the peer generation to 
desegregation. I can't believe that either of them 
was truly racist in the sense that they hated all 
black people, and they certainly were not the 
wellspring of bigotry toward Jews that Harold 
drank from. Nevertheless, it is accurate to say 
that they were both raised as southern whites, 
and the racial upheaval that began with Brown v. 
Board of Education and continued through the 
sixties victimized them in the sense that they 
were the people who were least equipped to 
digest and accept the speed at which things 
changed. While it affected their attitudes, to their 
credit, they didn't opt out of the public school 
system, and I think it speaks volumes that they 
chose to move their family to an intellectual 
center like Chapel Hill, knowing full well that the 
university's liberal philosophies crossed over into 
the community. They weren't ignorant of the 
significance of the changes in black/white 
relations, but then neither did they embrace them 
with open arms.

But it's not like they were members of the Klan or 
the American Nazi Party.
No, absolutely not. There was never any of that. 
My parents were both deeply conservative 



Republicans in an age when Republicans didn't 
really have any political power in the South. My 
father was a long-time supporter of Jesse Helms 
[the late segregationist senator from North 
Carolina], much to my everlasting shame. When 
Jesse Helms was on television my father hung on 
every word of it. Although my mother wasn't quite 
that enthusiastic, she had a deep sense of 
tradition that clashed with the realities of the civil 
rights era. She adjusted. My father bitched a lot. I 
don't think they were truly racist. I think instead 
that it was the fact that their generation bore the 
emotional and psychological blunt force trauma of 
the times.

Getting back to Harold, when did he first become 
racist?
It began when my father and mother decided to 
buy a piece of property outside Chapel Hill and 
move us in the summer of 1968. That year I was 
in the fourth grade, Forrest was in the sixth, and 
Harold was beginning his first year of high school. 
The school year of 1968-69 was when the Chapel 
Hill schools resolved the issue of desegregation 
by one of the more novel approaches. The school 
system closed the two main black schools, 
Lincoln High and Junior High, and opened a new 
junior high school and a single high school for the 
whole system. The new junior high was on the 



opposite side of town from the existing, previously 
all-white one, and they divided the town straight 
down the middle such that racial balance was 
achieved by geography. They consolidated the 
two high schools, and that was how the trouble 
began.

What happened?
I think it's safe to say that Chapel Hill's attempt to 
desegregate the school through fait accompli 
didn't work out as well as they had planned. The 
black kids didn't get along with the white kids at 
first, and trivial matters escalated into protests, 
fights, and the occasional firebombing. It was an 
unpleasant milieu to be thrust into, and Harold 
behaved badly. Couple this with the fact that he 
had been uprooted from his school in Burlington, 
that he had been forced to live communally in a 
small house with two rambunctious brothers that 
he felt infinitely superior to, and the inevitable 
teenage tension between father and son, and 
Harold was put into a position where he was 
stressed beyond the normal limits of adolescence.

What kind of problems did he face at school?
Harold tells a story about when he had his great 
racial epiphany. He talks about the day he was in 
school and two or three black kids cornered him 
in the bathroom between classes. According to 



him, the black kids were up to thuggery and he, 
bravely, of course, grabbed a Pepsi bottle, 
smashed it, and fought his way out, bloodying his 
foes and covering himself in glory. He learned 
from this, of course, that he could stand up 
righteously and defend himself as a free white 
man.

The true story is significantly different. Harold was 
indeed confronted by three black kids in the 
bathroom during class change, but rather than 
bravely breaking a bottle and fighting his way 
through, he cowered in a corner and urinated in 
his pants. He waited until class change was done 
and went to the office covered in tears and urine. 
The office called my mother, she took a change of 
clothes, picked him up at school, then came to 
get me and Forrest Jr. from the elementary 
school. My father came home, and when he 
heard what had happened, he was naturally 
furious. He called the principal at home to give 
him a piece of his mind. A half hour later, after the 
principal did most of the talking, Daddy hung up 
the phone. It turned out that Harold had started it 
by mouthing off to the three kids in the school 
courtyard. The principal was adamant about it: If 
Harold hadn't been running his mouth, he 
wouldn't have gotten in trouble, period.



My father didn't take the belt to my older brother. 
Instead, he lectured Harold in no uncertain terms, 
telling him that when he was in the right, he [our 
father] would go to bat for him without second 
thoughts, but when Harold failed to act 
responsibly, he had to live with the 
consequences. Then he told Harold something I'll 
never forget, because my father never really 
talked to us about fighting in school, other than to 
tell us we had a right to defend ourselves. He told 
Harold that if he was going to get into a fight, then 
do so, but if he was going to just shoot his mouth 
off and then act like a coward, then he got what 
he deserved.

I can't say this one event was what turned him. 
My guess is that there were many others that set 
him down the course that led him to what he is 
today, but this particular event stuck in Harold's 
mind such that he re-wrote it later on in life to 
make himself a hero rather than a humiliated boy. 
He no doubt thought he had been betrayed by our 
father, and that stuck in his craw.

Despite his intelligence, Harold never went to 
college. Why is that?
He had a big fight with my parents around 1971, 
when they were trying to get him to go to the 
state school, UNC–Chapel Hill. He wanted to be a 



journalist; UNC had a fabulous school of 
journalism. But Harold just got it into his head that 
he wanted to go to the University of South Africa 
in Cape Town.

Where did that come from?
I have no idea. My father tried to make Harold a 
deal. He said he'd send him to any university in 
the United States that he wanted to attend, but he 
was not going to pay for him to go to the 
University of South Africa. My grandfather even 
one-upped that deal and offered to send Harold to 
any university in the world, except the University 
of South Africa. So Harold was given a wide 
range of options. But Harold declined all those 
offers and instead came home one day with 
military enlistment papers and joined the Army. 
Harold went to boot camp at Fort Jackson in 
Columbia, S.C. He made noises about wanting to 
be a Ranger, but for whatever reason he couldn't 
pass the entrance requirements. He was 
assigned to the 14th Infantry Division and wound 
up going to Fort Polk, La. And I don't know what 
he was running into in Fort Polk, but he started to 
develop white supremacist contacts and 
influences from the military. They shipped his 
infantry division to Schofield Barracks in Hawaii, 
preparatory to them being rotated overseas to 
Vietnam. 



But he didn't end up going to Vietnam.
No. While at Schofield Barracks, he apparently 
started passing around pamphlets — Nazi 
propaganda, all that kind of crap. They put Harold 
on restrictive duty, and they ordered him to see 
the base psychiatrist to be evaluated as to 
whether or not he was medically fit to be in the 
military. Ultimately, he was in fact diagnosed as 
having paranoid personality disorder.

My parents were really upset about the whole 
white supremacist thing. What the Army 
psychiatrist told my parents — and what my 
parents repeated to us off and on over the years 
— was that it could have been anything. He could 
have been a Jesus freak, he could have been a 
Hare Krishna, he could have been anything — 
anything that the mental illness could latch onto. 
And it happened that he latched onto the neo-
Nazi, white supremacist ideology. He was 
determined to be medically unfit, and he was 
discharged from the Army in 1972. 

Part of Harold Covington's story is that he was a 
Rhodesian mercenary in the early 1970s.
I suppose he wanted to move someplace where 
everything was white and bright, so after a 
yearlong stint at the Nazi Party headquarters, he 



wound up going to Rhodesia, and he joined the 
Rhodesian Army. In different blogs and writings, 
he was always bragging, "Oh, I was a mercenary 
in Rhodesia and I went out and did all this 
fighting." But to the best of my knowledge, 
according to the letters he wrote to my parents, 
he was a file clerk. He certainly never fired a shot 
in anger. He started agitating over there, and the 
[white-led] Ian Smith government said, "We have 
problems enough without this nutcase," and they 
bounced him.

Harold lived in Europe for most of the 1980s. 
What do you know about his activities during that 
period?
From 1982 until he came back to the United 
States in 1988, he was almost entirely subsidized 
by my parents. I have letters where he wrote in 
the margin, "The current running total of what I 
owe you is…" He managed to convince my 
parents to fund a scheme wherein he was going 
to open a bookstore in Dublin. He opened the 
bookstore and it went under because he had no 
business sense and he couldn't apply himself to 
it. And I think more than anything else, he couldn't 
keep his mouth shut. He married an Irish woman 
named Louise. After his inability to get Irish 
citizenship and to find any degree of gainful 
employment, Harold took his wife, her two kids, 



and the two kids that he had had with her, and he 
moved to the Isle of Man.

Did your parents continue supporting him?
In 1984, my mother died. For the next couple of 
years my father went back and forth with Harold. 
He would send him money purely out of respect 
for my mother's memory. He sent Harold the 
money he needed to buy a house in Douglas [the 
capital of the Isle of Man], but he kept warning 
Harold that the supply of money was not endless, 
that eventually Harold was going to have to get a 
real job and support himself. Harold, of course, 
ignored him. Harold would say, "I want to come 
back to the United States, I can't find a job here, 
blah, blah, blah." My father said, "I'm not going to 
foot the bill for you to come back to Raleigh to 
take up your life as a Nazi." Finally, he gave 
Harold an ultimatum. He said: "Look, you want to 
come back, I'll foot the bill for you and your family 
to come back. But here's the deal, and you have 
to live up to it: You have to settle someplace west 
of the Mississippi." Harold refused. My father 
said, "So be it. We're done. The money stops 
here." And my father made good on it. 

But he came back anyway.
Harold lasted a few months after my father cut 
the money off, and then he was finally left with the 



realization that he could no longer play at getting 
work. He had a family to feed. Again, he cut and 
ran. He cleaned out the bank account and left his 
wife with a couple hundred pounds and ran up 
cash advances against two or three credit cards 
and abandoned his family. [Editor's note: 
Covington has claimed that Louise initiated their 
divorce.] He blamed it on my father, of course. He 
came back to Raleigh, and he got some sort of 
job. For a while, he was sending my father little 
letters. Besides his regular letters that were just 
nasty and invective, he would send him a $20 bill 
wrapped up in an envelope with a single word on 
it that said, "Think." That was all it said. 
Supposedly, my father was supposed to think 
about how he, the great demon, had ruined 
Harold's life. He would send my father birthday 
cards on his children's birthdays with these little 
notes: "Look at what you've deprived me of. 
You're a monster." The little demon in Harold's 
head, the mental illness, will make sure he's not 
responsible for anything. It's always someone 
else's fault.

On one of his blogs, Harold insinuates there's a 
terrible secret in your family. My brother has for 
years contended that my father murdered my 
mother. And this has been so absurd and painful 
to us. He even wrote one of his silly little novels 



about it. The book ends with the hero, Harold, 
confronting his evil father and the father keeling 
over from a heart attack or some such nonsense. 
I can't even begin to explain how delusional this 
is. My mother was a two-time cancer survivor. 
She had an arrhythmic heart. Harold wasn't there, 
he wouldn't know.

What about his children?
My father died in 1999. We never even bothered 
to tell Harold. He was so far out of our lives as a 
physical entity that we just didn't care. He found 
out on his own. Of course, all his animosity was 
transferred to my brother and myself. My father 
had continued supporting Harold's family in 
Ireland. He left the two grandchildren small trust 
funds. He made me the trustee for them. For the 
first time in my life, it suddenly dawned on me 
that I have a family someplace else. I've been to 
Ireland once a year for the past eight years. And 
these two kids are two of the most wonderful kids 
that I've ever run into.

How do they feel about their father?
Before I even met them, they were smart enough 
to get on the Internet and check out their father 
on their own. They pretty much came to the 
conclusion that he was a fruit loop, and they 
never wanted anything to do with him. Harold has 



always believed that all along we were telling 
them this great lie, and the irony is that what 
destroyed him with his own children was his own 
words, posted out on the Internet for all to see.

What's your brother up to now?
His latest thing has been these Northwest trilogy 
novels. Those bother me because that's The 
Turner Diaries all over again. [Editor's note: The 
Turner Diaries is a racist novel, written by a neo-
Nazi leader, that has been credited with inspiring 
violence including the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing.] When Harold was involved in the North 
Carolina Klan, it was some other poor, dumb 
bastard who was willing to go out there and do 
the dirty work. Because the bottom line here is 
that my brother is a coward. He has always been 
a coward and he will die a coward. The thing that 
bothers me about these Northwest trilogy books 
is that he is going to pick up some poor, deluded 
kid who is going to read these marvelous tomes 
about how white people can fight back, about how 
"we're going to kill all the niggers and the Jews 
and the mestizos," about how "we're going to 
form this great Aryan republic in the Pacific 
Northwest," Microsoft and Starbucks 
notwithstanding. And this poor dumb kid is going 
to go out and ruin somebody's life. And that 
scares me to death.



-------------------------------------
Harold lists his non-North West novels as being:
Rose of Honor (1970), Vindictus (1982), The 
Stranger* (1983), 
The Renegade (1983-86), Cold Earth* (1986), 
The March Up Country (1987), Bonnie Blue 
Murder (1991), Revelation 9 (1994-95), The Black 
Flame (1996-2001), Fire and Rain (1996), 
Slow Coming Dark (2000), Mick the Cutler* 
(2001), The Madman and Marina* (2001), 
Whisper Her Name On The Wind* (2001), The 
Stars In Their Path (2001), The Hill of the Ravens 
(2003), A Distant Thunder (2004), Dreaming The 
Iron Dream [2004], A Mighty Fortress (2005) & 
The Brigade (2008) (Last updated: 17/01/2022 
16:46:20)
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HAROLD DOUGLAS COVINGTON (5529). Born: 
7 Mar 1935 in Winston-Salem, Forsyth Co NC. 
Father: Covington, Helon Henry (6690). Mother: 
Davidson, Fannie Olivia (4570).  Mar: 14 Jun 
1958 in Ohio OH to Mitchell, Beatrice (4738). 
Died: 27 Jun 2012 in Radford City VA aged 77.  
Academic Administrator. Bachelor of Science, 
Central State University, Wilberforce, Ohio 1957; 
Master of Science, Ohio State University 1958, 
Ph D, 1966. 

Formerly psychologist Dayton (Ohio) Public 
Schools; Supervisor, testing and research Gary, 
Indiana Public Schools; Assistant Supervisor for 
curriculum Public Schools, Saginaw, Michigan; 
Deputy Superintendent Schools & Public Schools, 
Montclair, New Jersey; Vice President 
Development Affairs Tuskegee Institute; 
Chancellor Winston-Salem (N.C.) State 
University, 1977-84; President Alabama A&m 
University, from 1985; Assistant to Chancellor 
Tennessee State Board of regents, Nashville; 
Interim President, Shelby State Community 
College, Memphis from 1989; Adjudicating 
Professor & Lecturer at various Universities & 
Colleges; Board of Directors ARC, North Carolina 
Theatre Arts; Trustee National Council Economic 
Education; Member N.Carolina Medical Care 
Commissioners; Advisory Board Office for 



Advancement of Public Negro Colleges; Member 
of Advisory Committee Department of Training & 
Development United Negro College Fund; Vice 
Chairman Public Services Area United Way 
Campaign. Recipient of awards from various 
orgaisations, including NAACP, National Council 
Negro Women, Alpha Phi Alpha, Phi Delta 
Kappa, National Council Exceptional Children, & 
Saginaw Model Cities Policies Board, plus others. 
Member of Winston-Salem Chamber of 
Commerce (Director), Ammerican Association 
State Colleges & Universities (Board of Directors) 
and of the Rotary Club (Winston-Salem). Office at 
Shelby State Community College, Office of 
President, P.O. Box 40568, Memphis, Tennessee 
38174.

A native of Winston-Salem, N.C., Dr. Douglas 
Covington is a graduate of Central State 
University and holds both Master's and Ph.D. 
degrees from Ohio State University. He was 
previously president of Cheyney University in 
Pennsylvania, the nation's first historically Black 
educational institution. Covington also served as 
chancellor at Winston-Salem State University and 
president of Alabama A&M University.

Before he was appointed by a unanimous Board 
of Visitors vote, Dr. Covington gained widespread 



support from all university constituencies during a 
series of interviews and open forums on campus. 
Dr. Covington also was awarded tenure jointly in 
the departments of psychology and special 
education and the faculty rank of professor of 
psychology and education. He favors a student-
centered approach to administration. His wife, 
Beatrice, is a native of Dayton, Ohio, and enjoys 
an active career as an educator, mentor to 
students and supporter of the arts. They are the 
parents of two adult sons, Anthony Douglas and 
Jeffrey Steven.

Inaugural Address by Dr. Douglas Covington, 
Radford University, September 29, 1995

Rector Waldron and other members of the Board 
of Visitors; Secretary Sgro, and other outstanding 
elected officials; President Dedmon; distinguished 
clergy and other platform associates; dedicated 
colleagues on the faculty and staff; loyal students 
and alumni; honored guests; ladies and 
gentlemen: 

I wish to impress on each of you my sincere 
gratitude for your warm words of welcome and 
encouragement. Because we share a common 
commitment to the development of potential for 
leadership and service, I am heartened by your 



presence, as well as your expression of support 
on this occasion. I am particularly pleased to see 
so many of our students in attendance today. 
Thank you for coming! And to our University choir 
and our other talented musicians, I applaud you 
for your marvelous gift of song! And I commend 
the several gifted artists who composed musical 
selections to commemorate this inauguration. I 
also salute the ROTC color guard for presenting 
the colors with such precision. 

I come before you now to accept the charge, the 
enormous challenge, and the distinct privilege of 
leading Radford University into the future. I have 
sworn before this assembly, the Almighty God, 
the same solemn oath taken by each of my four 
predecessors. But the significance of this 
inaugural event extends beyond the installation of 
a fifth president. It is time of celebration and 
dedication. In celebrating the anniversary of 
Radford University's founding, its proud history 
will be observed henceforth through an Annual 
Founder's Day Convention on the eve of 
Homecoming Weekend. And so it is a time for 
reunion and remembrance … an appropriate time 
for some reflection upon our university … what a 
past, and present, and to come. 

Naturally, what is to come cannot be anticipated 



wholly apart from what has been. Nor would we 
have it so. In order to understand the present and 
plan for the future, we must recall our history. 
Traditions built over time will not be forgotten as 
we approach a new millennium. In 1910, 
legislation was enacted by Virginia's General 
Assembly which established the State Normal 
and Industrial School at Radford, presently 
Radford University. In the course of the past 85 
years, its emergence as a vibrant, full-service 
university of superior quality has far exceeded 
anyone's dreams. 

The university's evolution supports the view that 
great accomplishments often have humble 
beginnings. Who in 1910 could have envisioned 
what surrounds us this afternoon? Some 8,700 
students are here. A careful blend of historic and 
modern structures grace this scenic campus of 
177 acres in the heart of out progressive city … a 
city known for its civic pride and friendly people. 
Selu, the University's conservancy, offers an 
additional 376 acres located five miles from the 
main campus. It is an invaluable outdoor 
educational resource which accommodates 
recreational activities, field studies in the 
environmental sciences, and a retreat for the 
creative arts. We stand at the entrance of a 
recently expanded library with holdings of more 



than 400,000 volumes, and adjacent to a newly 
completed facility which houses many of the 
university's administrative, financial and 
enrollment management services. 

While the details of this picture were not foreseen 
in the institution's formative years, neither is it 
accidental. It represents the aspirations, talent 
and perseverance of earlier leadership. It is they 
and their associates who made it all possible. So, 
I take this opportunity to pay tribute to those 
whom I am privileged to follow: Dr. John Preston 
McConnell, Dr. David W. Peters, Dr. Charles K. 
Martin Jr., and most recently, Dr. Donald N. 
Dedmon who, along with Mrs. Dedmon, honors 
us with his presence here today. The long 
successful tenure of each, distinguished by 
effective and dedicated presidential leadership, 
has elevated our university to successively higher 
levels of attainment and prominence. There is at 
least one other whose name should not be 
omitted from the list of notables … one who gave 
much of her life to this institution. Let us not forget 
Dr. M'Ledge Moffett. The consummate Dean of 
Women, she served Radford College with 
steadfast loyalty and uncommon devotion from 
1913 until her death in 1969. No one served the 
college longer, knew its students better, or loved 
them more than Dean Moffett. 



I am fully aware of the noble, relentless quest for 
excellence by these outstanding educators … 
dreamers, torch bearers, courageous leaders 
whose distinct personalities and contributions 
have left such a profound and lasting imprint on 
Radford University. My primary objective is to 
uphold the high standards of my predecessors, 
and to build upon their accomplishments. 
Therefore, I commence my tenure with a keen 
sense of anticipation and enthusiasm … but also 
with humility, because I have an appreciation for 
the precedents set by others who have led this 
institution. And I have a healthy respect for the 
expectations, the demands and the challenges 
immediately and in the coming years. In a real 
sense, this gathering marks the dawn of a new 
era for Radford University, and we can add 
another chapter in the writing of its history. Let 
the record show that an alliance is formed 
between the best of those who represent its past, 
present, and future, and who now come together 
as partners in progress. 

If, today, I were granted one inaugural wish for 
you and me, I would be tempted to wish that it 
could always be Homecoming in 1995 at Radford, 
and that we could be here together. Yet, this 
University is not a static entity, but a robust, 



dynamic enterprise. Its change is not only 
inevitable, but desirable as well; for without 
change, there can be no progress. So let us not 
merely expect it and accept it as a consequence, 
let us also create it and manage it … Manage it in 
ways that move the university in positive 
directions. 

When an institution is motivated by excellence, 
success follows … Any progressive organization 
must make a bold decision (and reaffirm it daily) 
to strive for excellence rather than tolerate 
mediocrity. A decision to pursue excellence is to 
follow a hard, demanding master; and, to believe 
otherwise is to be deceived. Matthew Arnold 
cautions us that "excellence dwells among rocks 
hardly accessible, and it would almost wear out 
the heart of a man to reach her." These words 
convey truth and meaning for this institution, and 
for those who support and care for it. Yet, 
Radford University's commitment to the pursuit of 
excellence is clearly evidenced in a number of 
eminently successful academic programs … 
some of which can and should become pre-
eminent. In that regard, our university must 
establish undisputed centers of excellence in the 
health sciences (with emphasis on fitness and 
wellness); the visual and performing arts (offering 
independent study and enrichment programs for 



artistically talented students); international 
education (an interdisciplinary program which 
promotes cultural exchange and international 
trade); economic development, specializing 
primarily in serving small and medium-size 
businesses; and of course teacher preparation, 
one of this institution's historic strengths, yet one 
which presents new challenges in contemporary 
and future society. 

Though Radford University cannot be all things to 
all people, because of its impressive record of 
accomplishment and vast potential for continued 
significant progress, it can be many things to 
many people. We need to accept the fact that we 
can be an exemplary model for the nation, if we 
genuinely choose to be. Radford University is 
determined to assume a major, distinctive role in 
providing its constituents, particularly those of the 
Commonwealth's southwestern region, with 
educational opportunities that enrich their lives 
intellectually, culturally and economically. And I 
say to you today, with an abiding faith and fervent 
conviction, Radford University will take its place 
as one of the nation's premiere comprehensive 
universities. In accomplishing this goal, academic 
programs and services must be our highest 
priority. In order to succeed, it is imperative that 
Radford offer strong, attractive courses of study. 



To that end, our efforts will be aimed at bringing 
together the best minds working with the best 
resources in the best environment we can create. 
I would extend that list to include having such vital 
and necessary qualities as optimism and humor, 
qualities that Radford people are known to 
possess in abundance. In Samuel Johnson's 
words, "I started out in life to be a philosopher, 
but failed … because cheerfulness kept breaking 
in." We at Radford University make no attempt to 
conceal our cheerful disposition nor do we deny 
our positive, "can-do" attitude! 

With the presentation of the Presidential 
Medallion, Dr. Dedmon has, symbolically, 
conferred upon me the mantle of the presidency, 
and entrusted me (in a way) with the "keys" to the 
university. So, in keeping with the tradition and 
the definition, I am reminded that keys have a 
dual function … they can be used to lock the door 
and keep something out, or to open the door and 
let something in. Today, I am charged with the 
task of using the keys properly. I accept them to 
lock the doors against pessimism, jealousy, 
prejudice and hostility. I accept the keys, and I 
gladly share them with you, so that, together, we 
will open the doors of cooperation, opportunity, 
and knowledge … open them to all who might in 
turn, open their hearts and minds to the unique 



and remarkable experience that Radford 
University has to offer! And, together, let us work 
toward building a university as broad as human 
endeavor, and as high as human aspiration. 

I would like to close with this quote from the 
writer, Alan Ashley Pitt:

"The man who follows the crowd will usually get 
no further than the crowd. The man who walks 
alone is likely to find himself in places no one has 
ever been before.

You have two choices in life. You can dissolve 
into the mainstream, or you can be distinct. To be 
distinct, you must be different. To be different, 
you must strive to be what no one else but you 
can be. "

Yes, we are all different; but our differences can 
complement each other…and the whole can be 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

To the student body, faculty, Board of Visitors, 
alumni and friends …I thank you for this rare and 
wondrous opportunity to serve. It gives my life a 
special meaning … a special purpose. I solemnly 
pledge to you the very best of my efforts. In so 
doing, I hasten to add that I need your support…I 



need your talents, but most of all, in these critical 
times, I need your spirit of mutual helpfulness … 
and your prayers. 

Thank you and God Bless You.

His Obituary reads: "Dr. H. Douglas Covington, 
Ph.D., a beloved Radford icon, departed this life 
on Wednesday, June 27, 2012, to be reunited 
with his dear wife, Bea Covington, who preceded 
him in death on March 28, 2005.

Dr. Covington, President Emeritus of Radford 
University, (1995- 2005) is survived by two sons, 
Anthony Covington and Jeffrey Covington; and 
two grandchildren, Christopher Slade Covington 
and Olivia Marie Covington; his brother-in-law 
Arthur Mitchell; and his sister-in-law Ozzie Topps. 
His extensive family includes nieces, nephews, 
cousins and a host of close friends.

A native of Winston-Salem, N.C., he earned his 
Bachelor of Science degree from Central State 
University in Wilberforce, Ohio; his Master of Arts 
degree and Doctor of Philosophy degree from 
The Ohio State University. Dr. Covington devoted 
50 years of his career as an educational leader. 
His optimistic spirit and leadership abilities 
inspired others to reach higher to achieve a 



"shared commitment to excellence." Prior to his 
appointment as the first African-American 
President of Radford University, he served as 
Chancellor of Winston-Salem State University in 
N.C.; President of Alabama A&M University in 
Huntsville, Ala.; President of Cheyney University, 
Cheyney, Pa.; and Vice President of 
Development at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, 
Ala.

After retirement from RU, his educational 
leadership abilities were again in demand, and he 
was appointed Interim President of Emory & 
Henry College in Abingdon, (2005-2006).

Dr. Covington held leadership roles on governing 
boards of numerous civic and professional 
organizations at the state and national level. 
Some of these include: The American Association 
of State Colleges and Universities (Executive 
Committee of the Association and State 
Representative from North Carolina); the National 
Association for Equal Opportunity; the Council for 
the Advancement and Support of 
Education(Executive Committee); the North 
Carolina Board of Theater Arts; the North 
Carolina Art Museum; the Art Museum of 
Western Virginia; the Community Action 
Program's Total Action Against Poverty (TAP); 



and Virginia's Commission on Reform of 
Educational Leadership. He also served on the 
Indiana State Board of Education; the Faulkner 
University Board of Trustees; Virginia's 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership's Board of 
Trustees; the Board of Directors for the Miss 
Virginia Pageant; the Holding Company of 
Directors for the First National Bank Corporation; 
the National Student Conservation Association; 
and as Chairman of the Steering Committee on 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities for 
the United States Department of the Interior.

In addition, he has served as consultant to the 
Kellogg Foundation, the Hanes Corporation, and 
the National Council for Higher Education 
Management Systems, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, and Virginia's 
Department of Natural Resources. Additionally he 
is a lifetime member of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP); an honorary member of The 
Progressive Men's Club; and member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity.

He and his life-mate, Bea, devoted their lives to 
service to others, especially in higher education; 
and in doing so, made his priority an investment 
in the students' lifetimes. Phrases such as 



service, humility, honor, keen interest in people, 
learning to harmonize in this vast chorus of 
humanity, extol the values that the Covingtons 
conveyed.

While being interviewed for the presidency at RU, 
he was asked how he would like to be 
remembered. He replied: "I would like to be 
remembered as one who cared deeply about his 
students, and did his best every day to see that 
they received a first-class education." He 
frequently attended RU sporting events, 
especially Highlander Basket Ball; and promoted 
the Fine Arts at RU. The Douglas and Beatrice 
Covington Center for the Visual and Performing 
Arts stands as a reminder of the interest and 
energy he and Bea devoted to broadening 
opportunities for the fine arts at RU.

If you engaged Doug Covington in a conversation 
about athletics, you might have heard him recall 
his college days as a relay runner - where each 
successive member of the team would pass the 
baton to the next runner, when his portion of the 
race was complete. Dr. Covington's portion of the 
race is complete; and he is now passing the 
baton to the next generation, believing "the best 
is yet to come"!" (Last updated: 14/03/2021 
23:46:26)
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HARRISON WALL COVINGTON (3950). Born: 12 
Apr 1924 in Plant City, Hillsborough Co FL. 
Father: Covington, Edmund Deberry (7607). 
Mother: Gregory, Maria Thomas (25779).  Mar: 
during 1947 in Florida FL to Langford, Jane 
(3983). Died: during 2021 in Plant City, 
Hillsborough Co FL aged 97.  Creating artwork 
and artists. Making art is Harrison Covington's 
passion, while teaching was an unexpected 
pleasure discovered along the way. by Tim Grant, 
Published October 17, 2003 Carrollwood:

"Shortly after he arrived in Tampa to start the art 
department at the University of South Florida, 
Harrison Covington made headlines for clashing 
with local politicians.

It was 1962. He won a mural contest in which his 
work would be permanently displayed in the 
Hillsborough County courthouse. But several 
county commissioners decided the abstract 
painting was too far out for their tastes.

"The subject matter didn't disturb them," 
Covington said. "It was the style."

After all, what's so controversial about a historical 
rendering that portrayed early explorers and 
native Indians in Florida?



"It actually helped because most of the art 
community was outraged and mostly supportive," 
Covington said. "So, that introduced me to the 
community, strangely enough in a positive way. 
The commissioners took a beating over it 
because they reneged on a promise."

Forty years after his stormy introduction to the 
community, Covington is a retired dean emeritus 
of USF's College of Fine Arts, and his artwork is 
prominently displayed in public and private sites 
throughout Tampa Bay.

Covington, 79, is currently at work on an 8-foot 
sculpture that is planned for the county fire station 
under construction in Sun City Center.

"I never intended to go into teaching," Covington 
said. "All I ever wanted to do was be an artist for 
as long as I could remember. Teaching was a 
way to earn enough to eat before I could become 
established as an artist. But I have enjoyed 
teaching tremendously."

Covington is among the elite artists who have 
done better than make a living.

He has had more than 40 one-man gallery 



showings of his paintings. His work has been 
shown in the Museum of Modern Art in New York, 
the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., 
and numerous other museums around the 
country.

He commands as much as $15,000 for a painting 
and tens of thousands for his sculptures.

These days, he and his wife, Jane, live on a 
secluded acre of land on Lake Carroll where they 
raised their two sons, David and Lang. Their six 
grandchildren now romp and play in the Cracker-
style playhouse they moved to the property, 
which belonged to his wife when she was a child.

Born in Plant City on April 12, 1924, Covington 
graduated from Plant City High School in 1942 
and went immediately to the University of Florida 
for the summer session.

His education, however, was interrupted after his 
first semester when he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps for World War II. Covington went into pilot 
training. He served in the Pacific as a P-47 
Thunderbolt fighter pilot, flying 37 combat 
missions.

On one mission, he said his plane was shot up by 



antiaircraft fire over Japan.

"Smoke was billowing into the cockpit and it was 
over a three-hour flight back to Okinawa," said 
Covington, who was 21 at the time. "I managed to 
get the plane back to Okinawa. It was a 
frightening experience."

He got out of the service in 1946, went back to 
school and finished his bachelor's degree in art. 
Meanwhile, he'd started teaching at the University 
of Florida before he finished his degree there.

After teaching 13 years at the University of 
Florida, Covington said he was asked to come to 
the newly founded USF and start the art 
department.

"I would like to believe the work we were able to 
do at the university to forward the art scene in 
Tampa was an important contribution," Covington 
said, adding that the USF art department helped 
found the Tampa Museum of Art and the Tampa 
Bay Performing Arts Center.

"Tampa was the largest city in the country without 
a real art museum at the time the university 
arrived," he said.



Over the years, Covington has painted the official 
portraits for all past presidents of USF, which 
hang in the USF library. He also did a bronze 
portrait bust of Dr. John Allen, which was given in 
a limited edition to large USF donors for a number 
of years.

Covington's work ranges from the highly abstract 
to the realistic.

Some visible examples include the 9-foot 
sculpture of a Shriner and a disabled child that 
stands in front of the Shriners International 
Headquarters on the Courtney Campbell Parkway.

He also did the 35-foot-high history of Florida 
sculpture in the St. Petersburg Municipal Garage.

He created the 6-foot-9 sculpture at the USF 
library featuring a three-dimensional rendering of 
Leonardo da Vinci's Proportions of Man; and the 
metal sculpture hanging in the foyer of USF's Sun 
Dome, a 12-foot figure suspended from a beam 
30-feet-high, called Concentric Figures.

The ceremonial mace used to lead USF 
graduation ceremonies, made of intricately 
designed wood and gold and silver, also was 
Covington's.



He enjoys his retirement and relishes the 
accolades he has earned as dean emeritus and 
professor emeritus of USF's College of Fine Arts, 
and an honorary member of the USF Class of 
1956. Still, Covington works every day, typically 
on several projects at a time.

The 8-foot firefighter sculpture he is doing now 
will weigh 1,500 to 2,000 pounds when finished. 
He started the project in January and expects it 
will take about four more months.

"I feel very fortunate because I've always known 
what I wanted to do and had the good fortune to 
have been able to do it," Covington said. 
"Everybody can't say that."

Other info: Family: Wife of 56 years, Jane; two 
sons, David and Lang; and six grandchildren.

Proudest Achievement: Winning a Guggenheim 
Fellowship in painting, starting and building the 
Art Department at the University of South Florida 
and serving as dean of the College of Fine Arts.

Greatest Challenge: Flying a wounded P-47 
fighter plane from Japan to Okinawa after it was 
severely damaged by antiaircraft fire in World 



War II.

Biggest Disappointment: The loss of funding for 
the USF Fine Arts Performance Hall with a 
monumental Picasso sculpture in the front.

Advice For Young Arts: Ask yourself if this is 
something you have to do. Create work to meet 
your own standards rather than trying to please 
others.

His Heros: Ray Charles, Helen Keller and Lance 
Armstrong, people who succeed in spite of great 
difficulties.

His obituary reads "Harrison Wall Covington, 97, 
of Tampa, passed away Saturday, April 24, 2021. 
Born on April 12, 1924, in Plant City, FL, he was 
the son of Edmund (Ted) and Maria (Tommie) 
Covington. He was preceded in death by his wife 
of 72 years, Jane Covington, and his brother, Ted 
Covington of Lakeland, FL. Survivors include a 
sister, Barbara Ann Sutton; his two sons, David 
(Janet) and Langford (Karen); six grandchildren, 
Janie, Benjamin (Katie), David (Sheila), Langford 
(Jessica), and Harrison Covington, and Christine 
Blades (Nick); and seven great-grandchildren 
(Noah, Connor, Asher, Devin, Liana, and Jax 
Covington and Sawyer Blades).



A child of the Depression, Harrison grew up in 
Plant City. After serving as a fighter pilot in the 
Pacific in World War II, he returned to get a BFA 
and MFA at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville. He went on to become a member of 
the Art Department faculty at the University of 
Florida and then, in 1961, moved to Tampa to 
teach at the University of South Florida, where he 
started the fledgling Art Department. He 
eventually served as Dean of the College of Fine 
Arts. Along the way he garnered many awards, 
including a Guggenheim Fellowship in painting 
(1964) and Tampa Artist of the Year (2007). He 
had more than forty one-man exhibitions and his 
work is included in more than 150 public and 
private collections, including those of many 
prominent museums and corporations.

Harrison is also known for his public sculpture at 
the Tampa International Airport, the International 
Shrine Headquarters in Tampa (and Shriners 
hospitals nationwide), the Sun City and Bartow 
Fire Stations, the USF library and campus, and in 
St Petersburg, Naples, and Palm Beach County.

Harrison was fortunate to be able to travel widely; 
he and Jane made multiple trips to Europe and 
also traveled to Central and South America, Asia, 



Canada, and all parts of the US.

Harrison was much beloved by his wife, children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and he 
had a wide circle of dear friends. Known for his 
clear thinking and incisive wit, he will be missed 
by all." (Last updated: 15/12/2021 17:11:17)
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HAYDEN COOPER COVINGTON (8006). Born: 
19 Jan 1911 in Nelta. Hopkins Co TX. Father: 
Covington, Doney Earnest (21798). Mother: 
France, Mabel Madonna (21800).  Mar: 22 Sep 
1949 in Arlington Co VA to Sennett, Dorothy Mae 
(5689). Died: 21 Nov 1978 in Pomona, Los 
Angeles Co CA aged 67.  He was legal counsel 
for the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
during one of its most difficult periods in the mid-
20th century. Hayden Covington has a record 37 
victories in the United States Supreme. He 
argued numerous cases before the United States 
Supreme Court on behalf of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in defense of their religious freedoms, winning 
most of them, and thus indirectly, advancing the 
cause of civil liberties on behalf of all American 
citizens. 

In 1967, he famously defended then world 
heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali in his legal 
battle against the draft during the Vietnam War. 
He sued Ali to recover $247,000 in legal fees.

Covington was first exposed to Jehovah's 
Witnesses through the broadcast sermons of 
Watch Tower Society President Joseph F. 
Rutherford on radio station KTSA in San 
Antonio.[citation needed] He was attracted to the 
group's teachings, and defended several of its 



members in Texas courts before being formally 
baptized as a member in 1934.
 
After Rutherford learned of Covington's 
successes defending Jehovah's Witnesses, he 
asked Covington to represent the Society for a 
case before the US Supreme Court. He was then 
invited to join the headquarters staff as general 
counsel in 1939, succeeding Olin R. Moyle. 

When Rutherford died in January 1942, 
Covington maintained his aggressive litigation 
policy. Covington was elected vice-president of 
the Watch Tower Society, succeeding the newly 
elected president, Nathan H. Knorr, despite 
having been a Jehovah's Witness for only five 
years. Until 2001, appointment to the board of 
directors of the Watch Tower Society was almost 
exclusively limited to those professing to be of the 
"anointed class" who would "rule as Kings" in 
heaven with Christ, Covington being the only 
exception. A subsequent policy change resulted 
in Covington's resignation from the Vice 
Presidency and departure from the board in 1945; 
however, he remained on staff as legal counsel. 
In 1950, he wrote the Watch Tower tract, 
Defending and Legally Establishing the Good 
News to advise Witnesses of their constitutional 
rights in the United States



Covington was subsequently recognized as one 
of the greatest civil liberties attorneys in American 
history. During his tenure as the head of the 
Watch Tower Society's legal department, he 
presented 111 petitions and appeals to the 
Supreme Court. He won more than 80% of the 44 
cases he brought before the Court, involving 
issues including compulsory flag-salute statutes, 
public preaching and door-to-door literature 
distribution. He later resigned as head of the 
Watch Tower Society's legal department, and 
was eventually disfellowshipped after clashes 
with the Society's then-President Nathan Knorr 
and revelations of a drinking problem. He was 
reinstated prior to his death in 1978.

In its chapter on Covington, Great American 
lawyers: An Encyclopedia relates:

Covington reported one meeting in which he and 
Knorr met with President Harry Truman about a 
pardon for a Witness who had been convicted of 
evading the draft. Covington claimed that Truman 
cursed and claimed to have no use "for that SOB 
who didn't want to die for his country in time of 
war."

That meeting apparently occurred on Friday, 



September 6, 1946. President Truman eventually 
did pardon 136 Jehovah's Witnesses who had 
been convicted in draft cases. Later, on October 
12, 1951, Truman reportedly accepted the offered 
Jehovah's Witnesses publication What Has 
Religion Done for Mankind

Interview with Watchtower Attorney Hayden 
Covington
Note: this summary was typed from a taped 
interview with Covington completed on Nov. 19, 
1978, two days before his death. The interviewer 
was Jerry Murray and his wife. Not everything on 
this site is negative towards Jehovah's 
Witnesses. In fact, they are fine people with a 
heart for the better things in life for the most part. 
This file is an example of some of the hard and 
fearless workers that onced graced the halls of 
Bethel, in spite of how they were treated 
thereafter.
 
Bro. Murray: Brother Covington, anybody can 
listen to you and tell you are from somewhere in 
the southwest, but exactly where and when did 
you come on the scene?

Covington: I was born in January 19, 1911 in East 
Texas. I was raised on a farm in a place east of 
Dallas. I worked my way through school after 



that. My father was on the Texas Ranger Force 
and he was transferred to San Antonio, Texas 
and that's where I went to law school.

Bro. Murray: How did you happen come into the 
truth then?

Covington: I came into knowledge of the truth 
because my father was transferred from San 
Antonio, Texas down to the valley as a Texas 
Ranger. After that transfer I had to have a place 
to stay, so I stayed with two friends of mine that I 
went to school with. They asked me to move in 
with them and the father who was the head of the 
family was in bad health and he had all of us 
come on Sunday and listen to him talk about 
world conditions. He interested me and I got very 
interested in what he had to say because I was 
myself fed up with the way things were going and 
like all young kids I was dissatisfied with the 
establishment, and I was very much so at the 
time and I was flirting with controversial ideas and 
he was full of controversy against this system of 
things. What he preached appealed to me very 
much and so I listen to him and he would turn on 
the radio station KTSA that had the recorded 
broadcasts of Judge J. F. Rutherford, as he was 
as called and known; so he insisted on our 
listening and I was very pleased with what I 



heard. [Note Covington did not become a Witness 
due to his love for the scriptures or God but out of 
youthful rebellion].

Bro. Murray: Was the fact that Brother Rutherford 
was a lawyer, did that impress you too? Did that 
make it more interesting?

Covington: Well he presented the thing in a way 
that was incontrovertible by me. As a lawyer I 
could see that he knew what he was talking about 
100%. He was very persuasive and I was a 
ready, willing listener, and I was willing to join up 
with him in his opposition, for the truth.

Bro. Murray: You were ripe for the truth! When 
did you first meet Brother Rutherford?

Covington: In Houston in 1900 and, I forget the 
year, way before I came to Bethel. I went over to 
Houston with a group of brothers that knew they 
were having a special meeting over there, and 
Brother Rutherford was there because Brother 
Isaac lived down in Houston at that time. He's 
dead now, Joe Isaac, he was a great friend of the 
judge, and I heard his name all over Texas.

Bro. Murray: Tell me this, when you took the 
truth, and you began to go to meetings, how did 



your Daddy react to that?

Covington: Well he got to be very hostile against 
what I was doing when I was going to the Witness 
meetings because he had great ambitions for me 
to be a politician … And I was then working in the 
county court house, in the county clerks office, 
and I had a political job. Whenever they were out 
campaigning, I was out preaching. So I had a 
political job and a political office, but I didn't go 
along with it.

Bro. Murray: When were you actually admitted to 
the bar?

Covington: I was admitted to the bar in year of 
1933.

Bro. Murray: So you practiced law for a little while 
before you went to Bethel?

Covington: Oh yes, I was an active practitioner at 
the bar in San Antonio after I took the bar 
examination, and, incidentally, I took the bar 
examination a year before I graduated and 
passed it.

Bro. Murray: Then you still had to go the extra 
year?



Covington: I had to go the extra year to get my 
certificate of graduation.

Bro. Murray: Did you set up your own law firm or 
did you join a law firm there?

Covington: I was working for a big law firm when I 
was admitted to the bar and I passed it with such 
high grades that the head of the law firm 
"Moffison - Burkeson" came and offered me a job.

Sis. Murray: How did you get involved then in 
defending Witnesses and working Brothers?

Covington: That came about after I quit the 
Morrison firm and went over with R. H. Mercer, 
who was a defender of damage suits for the 
Maryland Casualty Company in San Antonio. And 
there was some brothers who got arrested down 
in the valley because of a meeting that was held 
down there and I went down and appeared on 
their behalf and got the case thrown out. And then 
it was my name reached the Society and they 
assigned me to represent the Society in a will 
contest case up in Curville, Texas, and I handled 
that for the Society And then the Brothers got 
involved in controversy with the San Antonio 
police and that is when we get into the matter of 



Brother Heath. We were having information 
marches, and the cops were trying to stop us. 
And it became necessary for me to have a 
conference with the Mayor of the City of San 
Antonio on whether Jehovah's Witnesses have 
the right to engage in information marches, 
carrying the sign that religion is a snare and a 
racket.

Bro. Murray: And that made people mad didn't it?
Sis. Murray: But how did you win that case?

Covington: By pleading with the Mayor he saw 
then that we had the right, I made him, well I 
didn't make him, the Lord made him, but I was the 
one that offered the proposition (Brother Heath 
was in San Antonio on the occasion of that visit). 
Brother Heath was the secretary for Brother 
Rutherford at the time.

Sis. Murray: So when he saw you there he invited 
you to Bethel?

Covington: Well, he invited me not to Bethel, he 
invited me to attend the Madison Square Garden 
Convention.

Bro. Murray: Is that the one where they had all of 
the riots?



Covington: That's where the Catholic Action tried 
to break the meeting up in 1939. On the the 
record Government and Peace and you can hear 
the mob action from up the stairs. When the mob 
started, Brother Heath got down off the speaker's 
platform because he was in charge of all the 
ushers; and headed up there and when he 
headed, I headed too. He went up the 
meandering stairway up into the old Madison 
Square Garden, not the one that's there today. I 
followed him and we went together. They were 
screaming and mad, this was the same sort of 
noise that you hear on that Government and 
Peace record was yelled into our ears as we was 
going up there to maintain law and order in that 
religious gathering.

Covington: The cops were on the outside and 
acting "hands off," allowing those Coglanites to 
go ahead and to break up the meeting, or try to 
break it up. We went up and we had canes to 
maintain order and we tried to push the mobsters 
out of the way and when we did one mobster 
grabbed Brother Heath and hurt him very badly, 
physically. And that's also written up in the 
Society publications. They grabbed him by the 
private parts as he was going up the stairway and 
he hit the mobster over the head with a cane in 



order to break up the crowd that was coming 
around us. And when he did that then the cops 
moved in from the outside (they were in 
conspiracy working with the mobsters) and they 
put Brother Heath under arrest because of his 
having hit one of the mobsters with the cane. He 
was in the right, Brother Heath was, but the cops 
didn't think so and they went ahead and did their 
part helping the mobsters and took Brother Heath 
into custody. 

Then I became the chief witness for the defense, 
meaning Brother Heath, and when the case went 
to the courts, I was called up from San Antonio, 
Texas, to testify. I made two or three trips up on 
the train, they were two or three day trips. 
Anyhow, in the end Brother Heath was tried by 
three judges, that were black robed 
representatives of the State of New York to 
enforce the felony law and they were going to try 
and get him. But the judges ruled, based on the 
testimony that I gave supporting Brother Heath's 
self-defense, that he was not guilty. They held 
that the testimony was given by a member of the 
bar whom they believed was more credible than 
the mobsters that had testified against him … so 
Brother Heath was acquitted as a result of 
Jehovah's provision of having me there to give 
testimony on his behalf



Sis. Murray: I remember Brother Rutherford on 
that record saying that they will not break up this 
meeting and he just went on non stop.

Covington: He says "By God's grace the Nazis 
and the Fascists will not break this meeting up." 
And that is the way that it was, not broken up 
because the brothers maintained law and order.

Bro. Murray: It was not broken up because you 
used those canes … at that time there was 
already some litigation going on for example, I 
think, the Lowell case.

Covington: The Lowell Case had gone on up and 
the judge had authorized the appeal of that and 
Mr. Moyle, who was at that time at Bethel, 
handled that case. I had nothing to do with that 
case. I didn't come into any of the Society's 
Supreme Court cases until after the Snyder case 
was argued. Brother Rutherford argued the 
Snyder case, Snyder against Irvington, New 
Jersey. Brother Rutherford and I were in that 
case together. This case was an ordinance 
against literature distribution case. Now the Flag 
case was a different case and that came up for a 
hearing in 1940; that was adverse to us, the first 
one, and then later they reversed themselves as 



a result of our taking that up.

Bro. Murray: So that was the point where you 
went to the Madison Square Garden case?

Covington: That's the one where the mobsters 
tried to break the meeting up in 1939.

Bro. Murray: So it must have been shortly after 
that you were invited to Bethel.

Covington: … on account of the fact that I had 
made a firm defense for Brother Heath and the 
lawyer for the Society pulled out. He didn't believe 
in the self-defense. And he quit. Brother 
Rutherford was in need somebody so he called 
on me and I was not aware of what was going on 
at the time. But when it did happen, he invited me 
to come, and I came.

Bro. Murray: You were in one field of law, but you 
almost got into Constitutional Law.

Covington: Yes. I was originally in casualty 
insurance, defense, personal injury, and 
representing insurance companies in damage suit 
cases; then bond forfeiture cases and bond 
obligation cases. Then, when I went to Bethel I 
was in a different area altogether. But, still I had 



had enough trial experience in appellate 
argument and court experience that it was easy 
for me to shift into the position of defending 
Jehovah's Witnesses and it was good because I 
was able to do what I liked which was to defend 
my client. Also having got a righteous cause gives 
you a double barrel.

Sis. Murray: That's right, a cause that you really 
believed in.

Covington: I went to Bethel in 1939. Brother 
Rutherford called me in, but that was after the 
Madison Square Garden Riot case and that was 
because the fact that other lawyer by the name of 
Moyle quit, and left Brother Rutherford holding the 
bag. I got an invitation to come by special delivery 
from Rutherford, and I went immediately. I had to 
transfer cases to a dozen or two lawyers in order 
to make that change.

Bro. Murray: You and Brother Rutherford were on 
a couple of cases together you mentioned. I 
always think of you as a lawyer and him as a 
writer, but was he a pretty good lawyer?

Covington: Oh yes he was! He was a very, very 
good, he was an eloquent speaker and he 
maintained dignity and he got very high respect 



from members of the court that listened to him 
arguing the Gobitis Case.

Bro. Murray: You got started in 1940. What were 
some of the first major cases that you were 
involved in? I know a little bit about some of the 
cases but what were some of the first ones? The 
"Flag Salute Case?" came along in 1940,

Covington: The first Flag Salute case I worked 
along with Brother Rutherford, but I had nothing 
to do in the argument in that case. Brother 
Rutherford argued that one, but he did a good 
job. The reason that it was lost was not because 
of Brother Rutherford, but because of the times 
we were in. The war was going on and the heat 
was on us from every angle

Bro. Murray: Then for a while the cases just piled 
up.

Covington: Oh my, yes! They were coming at us 
fast and furious. It was an eighteen hour day for 
me to cope with it, but I was young and dedicated 
and devouring of any opposition that we had. I 
kept on going all the time. I was happy to do it.

Bro. Murray: Some of these things here that I'm 
not too familiar with; you can tell me about some 



of them. For example I know about the Harlan, 
Kentucky case, but what can you tell me about 
this Connersville, Indiana case?

Covington: Well that was a mob situation that 
occurred while we were trying that seditious 
conspiracy case in Connersville, a hot bed of 
American Legion action and they ruled the whole 
town. In the Connersville case I used Brother 
Franz as my witness and then the jury was put on 
and it was necessary for me to get to out the case 
and I finished the argument of the case at 
Connersville and I tried to get a postponement of 
the case in Maine but they wouldn't put it off. As 
result I had to race from Indianapolis to Cincinnati 
to catch the plane to Boston and that saved my 
life because that night they had conspired to kill 
me. I went to catch the airplane in Cincinnati out 
of Connersville, and then Brother Victor Schmidt, 
who was with me as co-council, he is now dead, 
he stayed, And he and his wife, Sister Schmidt, 
were mobbed by the crowed and as they mobbed 
them that night, in the darkness, after the case 
was over, they were screaming and yelling that 
they were going to kill me that night. 

The Lord delivered me at the right time and I 
would have been killed that night. I wanted to stay 
there for the verdict. The verdict was adverse and 



I took an appeal. I had to go back in to take the 
appeal afterwards and the same group of 
conspirators were there and I got in an out in a 
hurry. We made the appeal effective and got the 
case reversed on appeal, but that was after a 
tremendous effort was put forth and a lot of blood, 
sweat, and tears was involved. It was a part of 
the conspiracy to wipe us out in Connersville but 
by Jehovah's undeserved kindness they didn't. 
The good testimony was given but some sisters 
were convicted of conspiracy and were given jail 
terms I got them out of jail on bail and we 
appealed the case to the Supreme Court of 
Indiana. It was reversed and they were acquitted 
by the court on appeal (the decision came down 
on Pearl Harbor Day).

Bro. Murray: I noticed that you got a note here 
about Oscar Pillars, a Brother that was in Texas.

Covington: Yes, he was a Brother that was down 
in East Texas to show the intense prejudice in 
that area. They literally mobbed him and hung 
him up on a telephone pole and the rope was cut 
by the steel bars on the telephone pole the angle 
bars, that was the thing that saved his life

Bro. Murray: That later went to court, and the 
persons that were guilty of trying to hang him to 



kill him fled the state. Now of course this Harlan 
County, Kentucky, Sister Murray and I served 
over there near Harlan County and we heard 
some interesting stories about Harlan, Kentucky.

Covington: And Somerset too, Somerset and 
Harlan were both involved.

Bro. Murray: Now what was their objection to the 
Witnesses in Harlan?

Covington: Well the same as here. That was 
where the prosecutor said that if he got me back 
down into Harlan he was going to boil me in oil. 
They had a conspiracy charge against the 
Brothers, seditious conspiracy charge I then filed 
an injunction against the prosecution of that case 
in Federal court in London Federal Court And I 
got a injunction against the State of Kentucky and 
it's standing yet today, knocking that sedition law 
out as unconstitutional and the federal judges that 
heard the case gave us a vindication. It was 
highly controversial and hotly contested case. 

The thing that was interesting was that the 
prosecutor said he was basing his charge on the 
grounds that this literature was conspiratory and 
seditious. Then that chief federal court judge said 
"Mr. District Attorney its now 11 o'clock and court 



will adjourn and you be back tomorrow with the 
proof." So court was adjourned and when he 
came back the next day of course he had no 
proof. All he had were all those books and that's 
when he was making that statement to the other 
guys in the room that he if gets Covington back 
down to Harlan he's going to boil him in oil.

Bro. Murray: I understand that some of the 
Brothers roomed next to his room that night.

Covington: Yes they were, because we had taken 
up all the hotels, and all the officers of the law 
had to bunk up.

Bro. Murray: Is that where they spent the whole 
night researching the literature?

Covington: Yes, and that's where the Sheriff and 
the Marshals said to old Daniel Boone Smith to 
turn out the light we need some sleep. Oh that 
was funny.

Bro. Murray: Yes, that's real funny now to tell 
about it, but it was pretty tough at the time.

Covington: Yes, our life was at stake. When you 
are batting with your back to the wall, but 
Jehovah gave us vindication, but it was a tough 



time.

Bro. Murray: You're not kidding!, You know, there 
are a couple of cases that you don't have down 
here, but that I know about personally. For 
example, did you fight the case about Jones 
versus O'Blancon?

Covington: Yes that was the case that was taken 
up to the Supreme Court involving the validity of 
the license tax law. And that came up from 
Alabama. We lost at first, and that was a 
companion case of Jones against Opelika, and 
Jobin against Arizona, and another person 
against the state of Arkansas. Those three cases 
were put together and the Supreme Court heard 
them and they decided them adversely to us at 
first. Then on rehearing they set aside their 
opinion but that didn't come automatically. 

We had to argue with our backs to the wall and 
that's when Justice Murphy filed his dissenting 
opinion on the case; he complained about the 
Jehovah's Witnesses having been being 
persecuted by mob violence and all other sorts of 
conspiracies that public officials had used to stop 
their work. That's when Murphy gave his 
dissenting opinion in favor of Jehovah's 
Witnesses and then after that the other cases 



were taken in from Pennsylvania and that meant 
that the case would have to be reopened because 
that was a very serious question that the court 
hadn't grabbed a hold of and it was good too that 
they brought the other cases in because 
otherwise the case would have to stand and 
wouldn't be reheard.

Bro. Murray: As I understand license tax cases, a 
municipality would say to sell your literature in our 
town you've got to have a license.

Covington: Yes, if you wanted to come in to sell 
your literature here you've got to have a license.

Bro. Murray: But when you went in to get a 
license they wouldn't sell you one because you 
didn't qualify.

Covington: You didn't qualify. And that way we 
got prosecuted on account of not having the 
license, but we believed that the license was 
ungodly anyhow. We never would have got the 
license anyway, and we were defending the case 
because they were making an imposition upon 
our constitutional rights and contrary to our 
conscience. Justice Murphy filed a dissent in that 
case. Murphy got a good name among us 
because he was always dissenting in cases in our 



favor. They wrote an article about him in the Law 
Review, some guys did, to the effect that if 
Justice Murphy is ever sainted, it will be by the 
Jehovah's Witnesses, not the Catholic Church. 
He was a notorious Catholic.

Bro. Murray: It's odd that he would be so strong 
for justice when he had that background.

Covington: He was very much in favor of what we 
were doing. And he knew that the life of the 
country depended on it the success.

Bro. Murray: But not all the Justices were that 
way. For example Justice Frankfurter,

Covington: Oh! He was very adverse! He was so 
hostile yet he was a Jew. He was against us in 
the flag case and against us in the license tax 
cases.

Bro. Murray: I read some of his opinions and it's 
amazing that he, coming from a persecuted 
minority, the Jewish minority, that he was so 
tough on the Witnesses.

Covington: Oh boy, you said it. He was really 
vicious too. He tried to justify himself, but he was 
a hypocrite really, and my feelings about the 



matter is he was an enemy.

Bro. Murray: Let me go back to this other point. In 
the Flaxwood Case, the first one, we got an 
adverse opinion in 1940, and on Flag Day in 1943 
it was reversed.

Covington: And the reason it was reversed was 
because I brought an injunction case in the 
United States District Court in the District of West 
Virginia, to restrain the enforcement of the state 
flag salute regulation that required compulsory 
saluting of the flag by children in the schools. I 
challenged that as unconstitutional and that gave 
me the opportunity to force the court into the 
position of deciding the matter again. I brought a 
injunction suit against the enforcement of the 
regulation and it gave me the right to empanel 
what they call a three Judge Statutory Court. 
Then that gave us automatically the right of 
appeal directly to the Supreme Court of the 
United States.

Bro. Murray: Now, I don't understand that part.

Covington: Well, it's a highly technical thing, but it 
gave us a speedy, quick decision and we needed 
a speedy quick decision. When we were arguing 
that case in the District Court, Judge John Jay 



Parker, who was from North Carolina, was 
presiding on the court. Then the Attorney General 
from West Virginia got up and said well it's not 
necessary for me to argue this case, because the 
Supreme Court of the United States has already 
decided this case for the Jehovah's Witnesses. 
As a consequence, Judge Parker said Mr. 
Attorney General if you are relying on the Gobitis 
Case you'd better argue this case. He said it 
wasn't necessary for him to argue. So Judge 
Parker said "You'd better argue this case." He 
was flabbergasted, the Attorney General was, 
taken off his feet; he didn't know what to figure.

Bro. Murray: I thought that once the Supreme 
Court decided on something that was the final 
decision.

Covington: The Supreme Court can always 
reverse themselves and reopen the thing, and 
that was the very thing that I had in mind when I 
filed that case to challenge that and get them to 
reopen it. And the only way I could do it quickly 
was to get a Three Judge Court and then bingo I 
could shoot right into the Supreme Court of the 
United States and bypass the intermediary 
appellate court and that way we have them on the 
run.



Bro. Murray: That's interesting, did somebody 
have some indication that the Supreme Court 
would be willing to hear it again or did you just 
think that.

Covington: I didn't have any inside information on 
that, because you never get any commitment out 
of the court. I knew that when Roy Gamble (who 
was one of Jehovah's Witnesses) who was 
painting the picture of Justice Murphy in Lansing, 
Michigan, as an artist there (he painted a picture 
to hang in the Capitol there in Lansing) said 
Justice Murphy made the statement to Roy 
Gamble, who complained about the adversity 
there that the Jehovah's Witnesses had been put 
in. Frank Murphy said to him, "I know that, 
someday we're going to do something about that."

Bro. Murray: Now Let's see, I want to ask you 
something about the sedition laws because some 
of my friends had been involved in those sedition 
laws, particularly that one down in Mississippi.

Covington: That Mississippi Case we took up to 
the Supreme Court of the United States along 
with the second Flag Case, West Virginia Board 
of Education against Barnett. I took the appeal of 
the Mississippi case sedition based on the 
refusal, explaining the reason for your refusal to 



salute the flag was in literature that had been 
distributed and that's what the Brothers were 
doing, putting literature out explaining why 
Jehovah's Witnesses did not salute the flag. And 
they were accused then of violating this seditious 
conspiracy law of Mississippi on that account. 
That was the case that we brought up along with 
the rehearing of the flag case in the West Virginia 
case. They all dovetailed in the court at the same 
time and only Jehovah could do it

Bro. Murray: The papers said that day was a field 
day for Jehovah's Witnesses

Covington: That was what Judge Waite said; that 
it was field day for Jehovah's Witnesses when 
they handed down those decisions on Flag day in 
1943. Judge Waite wrote the article entitled the 
Constitutional Debt of the American People to the 
Jehovah's Witnesses, a long article in the 
Minnesota Law Review that covered about forty 
pages. He makes a detailed account of the 
decisions that were handed down on that day that 
including the Jones against Opelika being 
reversed, and Mississippi case being handed 
down and reversed at the Supreme Court of 
Mississippi. You see it was a field day for us! It 
turned the tide. Then the publicity turned the other 
way. The newspapers had been very adverse 



against the Jehovah's Witnesses all over the 
country and then when we gave them a licking, 
why then they went soft

Bro. Murray: It was like Jehovah got swallowed 
up a flood of adversity against these people It's 
getting late but there's a couple more cases that 
come to mind. There the one that one involved 
me, you never knew the one that involved me; the 
draft cases.

Covington: I was very much involved in the draft 
cases because I had to meet with all the military 
authorities in Washington when they were 
considering the case of whether Jehovah's 
Witnesses would be allowed exemption from the 
draft under the law as ministers of religion, and 
whether they were entitled to the benefit of 
conscientious objector status. They had a big 
room full of the guys that administrated the draft. 
And among that group was General Louis B. 
Hershey

Bro. Murray: Now you get the opinion from 
reading that he was more or less in favor of 
allowing conscientious objectors

Covington: He was in favor of giving us a good 
even break, he was really an honorable man, a 



man of integrity. I liked him very much. He died 
about three years ago in Indiana, in the country. 
He was an expert on the draft, the best in the 
world on conscription. That's why Roosevelt put 
him in charge of the draft administration 
registration. He was a corny type of a man, but 
very brilliant, sharp, quick. He defended himself 
very well before Congress and he was honorable 
and fair in his dealing with Jehovah's Witnesses. 
He agreed on certain of our demands and I said, 
well I guess we'll have to fight over the rest

Sis. Murray: I guess they got real emotional and 
Patriotic.

Covington: Oh, yes. But they were cold-blooded, 
too you know, those army men. To them that's 
just like cutting meat you know. They were as 
cold as a cucumber.

Bro. Murray: Yes, to them a man was just a piece 
of material. How many of our Brothers finally 
wound up in prison during the war?

Covington There were about 2500 that went to jail 
during the war, but we kept an awful lot of them 
out. We had a tremendous number of cases that 
were taken up and appealed under the draft law, 
and there was a big day that we had a turning of 



the tide in the Supreme Court in the draft cases 
there were about 3 or 4 of them that were set 
together and I argued them.

Bro. Murray: I remember that, that was the early 
50's wasn't it?

Covington: We lost the Fileboat Case, that was 
the first draft case and they ruled against us on 
the grounds that we had not exhausted our 
remedies by taking an appeal. An appeal was 
taken inside the draft law, they held that we were 
supposed to take a second physical examination. 
And that was not necessary because the first 
physical examination was enough to settle the 
guys eligibility physically for the draft. They took 
the position that it was necessary for him to go 
back and take the second one, and I argued that 
was unnecessary, unreasonable, and arbitrary 
and capricious in order to get the benefit of law. 
Frankfurter was dead against us and so was a 
large number of the other judges, but in the end 
we won those draft cases on the second go 
around. We established the right to be heard on 
our defense as ministers. At first they held that 
we didn't even have the right to make a defense 
and then because of this business of not having 
taken the second physical, which I said in my 
argument to the court was not necessary because 



his acceptability had been predetermined on the 
first physical

Bro. Murray: So that's the one that was 
established when I came along in 1957. By that 
time I wasn't pioneering yet but I just told them 
that I was one of Jehovah's Witnesses and they 
automatically gave me a conscientious objection.

Covington: We had a lot of difficulty in 
establishing that, but in the end we prevailed. 
Jehovah gave us the victory in these cases. Not 
all of us got a deferment without difficulty, but in 
the end we finally won in the draft cases. We got 
the decision from the Supreme Court of the right 
to make a defense in the case of Louis Dabney 
Smith, who is now a circuit overseer down in this 
area. William Esteph, the other one, was from 
Pittsburgh, and Smith was from South Carolina. 
Smith had an interesting case because his old 
man caused him to be kidnapped. His old man 
got the cops to kidnapped him from home, and 
took him down forcibly to the induction station. 
The old man knew that his son wasn't going to 
show up, so he forcibly took him down there. 
Louis was there, and then I had to sue to get him 
out of the army. We went around and around in 
his case and we also went around and around in 
the others. That was a big battle in that draft 



thing. We gave them a receipt for every blow. 
They were getting ready to indict me, you see. 
Yeah they were, really.

Bro. Murray: Lock you away boy.

Covington: When they told me that, I said "you 
know my address"

Bro. Murray: They knew where to get you. Did 
you get involved in Canadian problems?

Covington: Oh yes I did, quite a lot. I spent a lot 
of time up in Canada then there was that Quebec 
situation that was very bad and I worked very 
closely with Brother Hal. I used him in the cases 
up there up there because I couldn't plead any 
cases in Canada. I worked with him and he was 
my alter ego. We gave a them a good run for their 
money in Canada. Actually we got very good 
results out of the Canadian Supreme Court. We 
went in the seditious libel cases that were brought 
against Jehovah's Witnesses. Also in a large 
number of other cases we had the Supreme 
Court split in Canada and on that account and the 
court ruled in our favor, a split decision before 
they came around in our favor and it was some 
very good decision that they gave us in Canada. 
Canada is based on common law. We went in 



there under the freedom of worship statue in 
Quebec. We made use of that for the first time in 
history; it was written for the Catholic Church, 
They never had to use it, but we used it 
successfully in the case involving Laurent 
Samour. The Laurier Sumur, a witnessing case. 
The other case involved the Brother that ran the 
restaurant and that case was won too. They tried 
to break him because he was signing bonds for 
the Brothers. Brother Frank Boccerelli ran the 
restaurant. He was a very fine Brother, He stood 
up for Jehovah's name in a very courageous way 
and really gave Duplessis a run for his money 
and we gave Duplessis a run for his money too in 
the courts up there.

Bro. Murray: He said "I am the law!"

Covington: That's the way he felt about it. He was 
a mean guy, Duplessis was. Brother Franz and I 
gave testimony up there in the Laurent Samour 
case in the Trial court and then it went on through 
the Appellate Courts and I was around when we 
argued the case. The case was argued in the 
Supreme Court of Canada too (but Glen Howe 
handled the argument very well and very capably) 
we worked very well together. Finally, Jehovah 
vindicated his people and his name in a very big 
way in Canada, and this book here entitled 



Jehovah's Witnesses in Canada, Champions of 
Freedom of Speech and Worship, by M. James 
Penton. It's a large book, several hundred pages 
long, three hundred and eighty six pages, and it's 
got references to a lot of our cases in Canada 
and elsewhere. It goes into the battle in Quebec, 
the second world war, and about our abstaining 
from blood. You know we had blood cases up 
there in Canada too, and it tells about the victory 
in the courts in Canada and that which involved 
the draft, alternative service, that was a draft 
case, and actually in one of the cases Leo 
Greenlees, who is on the governing body, I 
represented in the courts in Toronto That was in 
forties. It says here that the Leo case was back in 
the forties

Percy Chapmann and Hayden C. Covington, the 
American legal consul for the two societies, 
visited Minister of Justice, St. Laurent, to request 
that the ban on those organizations be lifted. 
Percy and I went to see St. Laurent who was 
Minister of Justice in charge of Canada. And it 
points out on page 161, MacKenzie King was the 
Prime Minister and the Prime Minister caused the 
bans to removed after that. But it was a hot time 
in Canada, a bad place. There was a lot of 
persecution then, and now it is a place of 
prosperity for the Lord's people.



Bro. Murray: Things have really changed haven't 
they? First we had to break down that wall. When 
you went to court, for example, in the flag salute 
case, and you go up to the Supreme Court, it 
must have involved a tremendous sum of money.

Covington: Well yes, but the Lord owns all the 
cattle on seven hills and he can afford it.

Bro. Murray: So when you win a case, though, do 
you still get paid?

Covington: Sometimes you get your costs back 
and sometimes you don't. When Uncle Sam or 
the State is involved you don't get anything back. 
But in Canada we got it all back. Oh my! We took 
it off their head. But in the United States you can't 
get anything out of Uncle Sam.

Bro. Murray: You got a chance to see ole Harry 
Truman one time.

Covington: Oh yes, sure. Ole Harry Truman. 
Murray, he was a great guy. He was a hot potato 
We went in to see Harry because we were trying 
to get the pardon petition for the Jehovah's 
Witnesses who had been convicted under the 
draft, considered and allowed by him, as the 



President of the United States. It is not easy to 
get in to see the President, but Harry was 
approachable. I knew his next door neighbor, Jim 
Blair, who was Governor of Missouri, and who 
was with me in the first draft case out there in 
Texas. When we got down to that, I got in touch 
with Jim Blair, and he came into Washington to 
set up an appointment in the White House.

And Jim, 1, and Brother Knorr wanted to get 
Brother Kennedy to come along because he was 
in the Army. That didn't make any impression on 
Harry. We went in and saw Harry Truman in the 
White House, in the Oval Room, and I'm going to 
tell it exactly as it is and if you want to censor it go 
ahead. Went in to see his honor, his nibs, and Jim 
Blair was there in the Oval Room and he found 
out what it was about, Ole Harry did, and he 
slammed his fist down on the desk and he nearly 
broke the presidential desk. He said, "I want to 
tell you, that I do not have a God damn bit of use 
for that SOB who didn't want to die for his country 
in time of war" and then Jim Blair threw his hands 
up and said, "Oh Mr. President, Mr. President!" 
So Harry, after we presented the matter to him, 
Harry come down off of his high horse, and out of 
his fury said "well I'll refer it to my Attorney 
General, that was Tom Clark who I knew, and 
who was from Texas incidentally. Old Tom was 



later appointed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, by Harry Truman. And after he 
was appointed, Tom Clark gave us some 
favorable decisions in some of our cases. Not 
because we had influence, but because we were 
right.

Bro. Murray: He had some character about him

Covington: Oh yes he did, and actually his son, 
the Attorney General, was quite a liberal. His son 
was well known for his liberality. It surprised 
everybody too, and embarrassed Clark, but Clark 
turned out to be a very fine judge.

Bro. Murray: Its amazing, some of those men had 
real character; like Murphy and Stone

Covington: Oh boy, that Murphy! He was the 
greatest guy.

Bro. Murray: The had character about them, they 
stood up for what they felt was right.

Covington: Actually, Ole Frank Murphy, if you 
read that dissenting opinion that he wrote in that 
child custody case, the Prince case (Prince 
against Mass.). That is an eloquent thing, and he 
squared off against all the rest of them and 



recited about how horrible the Jehovah's 
Witnesses had been persecuted. He was a 
righteously disposed man.

Bro. Murray: It is interesting with all these 
politician there is one thing I'd like to know about. 
For example, you only had a chance to work with 
Brother Rutherford for about three years rather 
closely, because he died in 1942.

Covington: That's right, I worked with him from 
1939 to 1942. 1 was there in 1939, and we were 
very, very close. We had to be because of the 
things that we working together on, and I went out 
to work with him on the Flag brief, on the Gobitis 
case in San Diego, that's where we put the 
Gobitis brief together, in San Diego. And he was 
eloquent!

Bro. Murray: Yes that's right, he had a 
tremendous way with words. Was he that way in 
real life?

Covington: Yes he was. He was very much a man 
with a great sense of humor too, and he was 
great to fly off the handle too! Which is only 
human you know. But I loved him with all my 
heart and I never feared him at all.



Bro. Murray: I guess some people did fear him 
because of the authority he was.

Covington: Well that may be true, but he still was 
a great man. If he did anything wrong he'd moke 
up for it.

Sis. Murray: Do you know how Brother Rutherford 
came into the truth?

Covington: He had been, in his younger life, a 
book agent selling books. He was going along in 
Missouri and he slipped and fell through the ice, 
and took pneumonia. He thought he was about to 
die, and he prayed to the Lord that if he came out 
of that, he would never turn a book agent away. 
He was in his office and heard his secretary 
chasing a book agent out of his office. He ran out 
of the door and balled him out for running the 
book agent out. It turned out to be one of 
Jehovah's Witnesses with Pastor Russell's books.

Sis. Murray: I heard it was a Sister.

Covington: And after that he got so deeply 
involved in with what he read, just like I did when I 
was listening to the Judge; he was reading Pastor 
Russell and he just went head over heels and bag 
and baggage for what Brother Russell was doing 



and he went for it unlimited with out any 
constraint. Then Brother Russell got into litigation 
on account of his wife. That suit with the divorce 
and that stuff about the miracle wheat and 
everything else. Brother Russell had to have 
someone to represent him and he called on 
Brother Rutherford to come and represent him on 
these matters.

Bro. Murray: Rutherford was later arrested, but 
there was never anything to that trial and the 
imprisonment. He never would have been 
convicted.

Covington: His conviction was reversed and that 
wiped the slate clean. Actually the convictions 
were malicious prosecution anyhow. May 24, 
1919 was the day he was admitted to the 
Supreme Court, and that's the same year that he 
was admitted to the bar in the state of New York. 
And then he became council for Pastor Russell 
after that. Pastor Russell died on the train in 
Texas and then there was a big hassle in the 
organization after that, which is a matter of 
history. I don't have too much clarity on that. You 
know as much about that as I do by getting the 
records out and reading them.

Bro. Murray: He really was a good lawyer then?



Covington: Oh yes, don't kid yourself about that 
later. Brother Rutherford had to get away from the 
intense cold in the East in the winter time. He had 
a collapsed lung and there was a danger he could 
contact pneumonia because of that experience 
when he fell in the water and nearly froze to death 
in Missouri. Remember he said he wasn't turning 
any book agents away from his office. When 
Rutherford was behind bars he put his hands on 
the bar and said to Jehovah, "If you ever get me 
out of here I am going to give the old wore [the 
Catholic Church] the worst licking that she ever 
had…" and he dedicated his whole life, remaining 
life, to that pursuit.

Sis. Murray: He sure did, he really let her have it!

Bro. Murray: You came out here to San Diego, 
were you with him when he died?

Covington: Yes. He died in San Diego because 
he had been operated on for cancer of the colon 
in Indiana … cancer is a consuming thing, and it 
gradually began to eat his body down where there 
was little weight on him and he called Brother 
Knorr and Brother Franz and I out to San Diego. 
We went out on the Santa Fe train, the Chief and 
we went there to meet with him and he knew he 



was dying and he wasn't any maudlin … he knew 
he wasn't going to live too long. So he put his 
hands on the heads of all of us boys and asked 
us to stick together. That's when I made that 
declaration that Fred Franz quoted at the 
assembly in Cincinnati. We all called him Pap, for 
short, meaning Pappy he was really our father, 
not our real father you know, but because of age 
we consider him to be giving us orders. So I said 
to him, "Well Pap, we'll fight them together till hell 
freezes over."

When we were at the assembly in Cincinnati Fred 
Franz told the Brothers about that quote, which I 
meant to. It was like we skated on the ice. The 
lord will make it so.

Bro. Murray: What happened the body, did he 
want to buried out in San Diego?

Covington: He had no desire to be buried in any 
place but he had to. He knew he was dying and 
would have to be buried. He was sensible enough 
to know that he didn't want to have his bones 
hauled all the way back to Brooklyn. So he 
suggested to us that when the time came for him 
to be buried he wanted to be buried out there. We 
tried to get him buried there in the Beth Serum 
property. That was a big property in behind there, 



went all the way down to Montezuma Road, and 
then Brother Heath had that big house over 
across the way that his mother had given him 
money to build. It would cost a half a million 
dollars to build and duplicate now, or more. We 
tried to get him buried at that property and the 
board in San Diego turned us down. They didn't 
want him buried anywhere out there, there was so 
much hostility and hatred against the Judge out 
there. The authorities turned us down, every turn 
we took. 

I filed a lawsuit then in the courts out there in San 
Diego to force them to let us bury him out there 
on that property. Judge Mundo, who was the 
judge of the Superior Court, heard it and passed 
the buck, jumping from one thing to another, from 
one technicality to another, and finally after 
looking at the matter in a reasonable way Bill, 
Bonnie, and Nathan and all of us decided that we 
have fought enough on this and it looks like it’s 
the Lord's will that we take his body back to 
Brooklyn, and have him buried in Staten Island, 
which we did. So Bill and Bonnie were on the 
train with his body. And Fred, Nathan, and I had 
already come back and were working. I was trying 
to get his bones under the ground by legal 
mandate and we couldn't get it, and there was no 
other thing to do. And we did, and that ended 



that. He was laughing down from heaven at us 
scurrying around trying to get his bones buried.

Bro. Murray: He was probably pleased that you 
finally decided to let it go! "Didn't I ever teach 
them boys anything?" He probably couldn't see 
how that was connected with anything. Since you 
loved the man that was why it was so important to 
you.

Covington: We wanted to do his will as best we 
could, not his will, but Jehovah's will and he had 
to be buried someplace. It wasn't reasonable to 
haul his body all the way across the country, but 
we finally had to do that.

Sis. Murray: Well how long did it take by train?

Covington: It took about two and a half to three 
days. Two and half days from San Diego and I 
made that trip a lot of times. From New York to 
San Diego; it takes two and a half days on a 
Pullman. Of course, we rode Pullman. We went 
first class, Brother Rutherford told me, "I want 
you, whenever you travel, to travel first class." 
And so I did, and Brother Heath did, Nathan Knorr 
did, and Freddy Franz did too, all the whole 
bunch of us did.



Sis. Murray: Well you needed your rest and it was 
more comfortable.

Covington: It's not our comfort, but we were 
entitled to: the laborer is worthy of his hire.

Bro. Murray: Through those years, you brought 
cases to court that you could see Jehovah's hand 
in it and how Jehovah built up a wall around his 
people. And the wall is still there as long as we 
don't abuse it, and the law will protect us.

Covington: Yes, right! As long as we don't put our 
foot in the door. I'm just using that as a figure of 
speech. Abuse of it is it and I don't think that most 
of us do and or ever will and I'm sure that 
Jehovah is with us all the way. There's no 
question about it; this is Jehovah's organization. 
Like Peter said, wherever we've got to go Lord, 
there's no problem.

Bro. Murray: It's good that you've really been 
engaged in a warfare. Paul talks about this 
spiritual warfare. This spiritual warfare has been 
on for a long time and sometimes has it been 
difficult to remember that we weren't fighting 
against men and their statues so much but we 
were fighting against unseen spirits behind the 
men



Covington: Yes that's right; that's always been my 
conviction. Like Paul says here in this scripture. 
Where is the one that says I am convinced that 
nothing will separate us from his love?

Sis. Murray: Romans, I think, the end of the 
seventh chapter. I think it was the seventh or 
eighth chapter of Romans.

Bro. Murray: In Ephesians 6: 10 he talks about 
the fight against the wicked forces.

Sis. Murray: Chapter eight, the end of chapter 
eight.

Covington: Yes right here it is, I've got it 
underscored.

Bro. Murray: "For I am convince that neither 
death, nor life, nor angles, nor governments, nor 
things now here, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creation will 
be able to separate us from God's love that is in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord". So if you hadn't had 
Jehovah's backing you, you wouldn't be able to 
out maneuver demonic forces.

Covington: Oh no and we know we don't wrestle 



with flesh and blood but against the demons and 
that's what you got to keep in mind all the time 
and if you don't, you're sure to lose. And you have 
got to recognize the power that's against us, 
without the power that Jehovah's got helping us 
out, we're dead ducks.

Sis. Murray: That helps to keep us from hating 
people so much, because we know that they are 
just human.

Covington: Yes, that's right, they are just pawns 
in the hands of the devil.

Bro. Murray: Even someone who really dislikes 
the Witnesses very much, like old Frankfurter.

Covington: He was a pawn in the hands of the 
devil. And after all Jehovah doesn't hold it against 
people. The main thing is that we keep on and 
never throw the sponge in, that's my philosophy.

Sis. Murray: It was encouraging to me just listen 
to your experiences and to hear you talk has 
inspired me. I appreciate it very much. (Last 
updated: 11/02/2023 14:38:53)
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HENRY COVINGTON (2513). Born: 4 Apr 1829 
in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: Covington, 
Berrill (2505). Mother: Hodges, Elizabeth (4216).   
Died: 15 May 1863 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake 
Co UT aged 34.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Henry sailed to America in 1852 on the ship Ellen 
Maria. Travelled to Utah with an unknown 
Company in 1856. He initially lived in the 14th 
Ward in Salt Lake City. (Last updated: 
01/04/2001)





HERBERT HUNT COVINGTON (21553). Born: 
16 Oct 1902 in Mayfield, Graves Co KY. Father: 
Covington, Gustavus Charles (21541). Mother: 
Hunt, Georgia Lee (21549).  Mar: 16 Dec 1925 in 
Tate Co MS to McCormick, Eleanor Blanche 
(22490). Died: 1 Jan 1990 in Florida FL aged 87.  
Known as The Mayfield Flash, was an American 
football, basketball, and baseball player for the 
Centre Praying Colonels of Centre College in 
Danville, Kentucky.

Spent a year at Mayfield High and two at Castle 
Heights Military Academy.

Covington was a prominent running back for 
coaches Charley Moran and Robert L. Myers's 
Centre Colonels from 1921 to 1924, chosen as a 
running back on Centre's all-time football team in 
1935.

1921, Covington played at halfback during the 
6–0 victory over Harvard. Bo McMillin threw a 
touchdown to Covington in the 1922 Dixie Classic 
which Centre lost to Texas A&M. 

1922, Taking over for McMillin at quarterback the 
following season, Covington did not miss a 
minute of play over the next three years. He was 
selected All-Southern in 1922. That year 



Covington kicked a then record six straight drop-
kicked field goals in the victory over Louisville. In 
a rematch with Harvard, a 24 to 10 loss, 
"Covington, the Centre quarterback, was 
responsible for most of the scoring in the game; 
he kicked Centre's goal from the field, and 
through Roberts's assistance, made Centre's 
touchdown; his errors led to the Harvard scores 
also."He was selected All-American in 1922 by 
Billy Evans and was on Norman E. Brown's 
second team. In 1924 he was selected as a third-
team All-American by Davis J. Walsh of the 
International News Service. Athletic trainer Alfred 
Doneghy said Covington was the best runner 
Centre ever had.
 
An account of his six field goal record follows: 
"Herb Covington, who has shattered records 
galore this season through his ground gaining 
ability, established a world record today for field 
goals by drop kicks in a single game. Six times he 
booted the oval over the crossbar, three of them 
from the 30 yard mark and one from the 41 yard 
line. The others were from between the 30 and 40 
yard marks. The record previously was held by B. 
W. Tafford, Harvard, and W. H. Eckersall, 
University of Chicago, jointly with five in a single 
game. Robertson of Purdue made seven goals in 
a game with Rose Poly in 1900, but they were all 



from placement." 

1924, Centre defeated Georgia 14 to 7 and 
Wallace Wade's Alabama and claims a Southern 
championship.

Covington was coach of the Hillsborough High 
School Terriers in Tampa in 1925. Jimmy Steele 
was on the team.

In later life he was a realtor in Florida. (Last 
updated: 03/05/2021 15:30:50)
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IDA OENA COVINGTON (10766). Born: 10 Feb 
1910 in Niangua, Webster Co MO. Father: 
Covington, William (10761). Mother: Pack, Sarah 
(10762).  Mar: 24 Aug 1929 in Springfield, 
Greene Co MO to Cheatham, Estell Arthur (). 
Died: 6 Apr 2014 in Missouri MO aged 104.  
Husband was son of Harry Cheatham and Eva 
Clubb, he was born 4 Dec 1907 in Marquand MO 
and died May 1977 in Decatur IL. They had 3 
children: Dorothy Juanita Cheatham, Mary Louise 
Cheatham and William Melvin Cheatham.

She & her non-identical twin sister Lena at Feb 
2021 were placed 48th in the world's all time 
oldest twins (23rd in U.S.) of which one had 
passed away. When Lena died she was 102 
years & 69 days, Ida lived until she was 104 
years & 61 days. As at Feb 2021 there were still 
15 sets of twins still alive over 103 years of age, 
the eldest pair being 107 years & 177 days. (Last 
updated: 03/03/2021 15:09:55)
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JAMES HARRY COVINGTON (5546). Born: 3 
May 1870 in Easton, Talbot Co MD. Father: 
Covington, James Henry H (11856). Mother: 
Robinson, Emma Virginia (11875).  Mar: 4 Apr 
1899 in Easton, Talbot Co MD to Rose, Ethel 
Kate (16908). Died: 4 Feb 1942 in Washington 
DC aged 71.  Travelled from Southampton to 
New York, 6 Aug 1924 on The Majestic. 
Described as a lawyer. Address whilst in London 
was 123 Pall Mall.

2nd trip 16 Aug 1927 Southampton to New York 
on The Olympic described as a Merchant

Co-founder of Covington, Burling, Rublee, 
Acheson & Short, the largest law firm in 
Washington

Known as Harry. A Congress Representative 
from Maryland. Born in Easton, Talbot County, 
Maryland. Received an academic training in the 
public schools of Talbot County and the Maryland 
Military Academy at Oxford. Entered the law 
department of the University of Pennsylvania at 
Philadelphia in 1891, attending at the same time 
special lectures in history, literature, and 
economics. He graduated from that institution in 
1894. 



Commenced the practice of law in Easton, 
Maryland. Was an un-successful Democratic 
nominee for the State senate in 1901. Became 
State's attorney for Talbot County 1903-1908. 
Elected as a Democrat to the 61st, 62nd & 63rd 
Congresses and served from March 4, 1909 until 
his resignation on September 30, 1914 to accept 
a judicial position as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the District of Columbia, which he served 
from October 1, 1914 to June 1, 1918, when he 
resigned to practice law in Washington D.C. Was 
professor of law in Georgetown University, 
Washington D.C., 1914-1919. Appointed by 
President Wilson as a member of the United 
States Railroad Commission in January 1918. 
Finally practiced law in Washington prior to his 
death in 1942. He is buried at Spring Hill 
Cemetary, Easton, Maryland. Biography appears 
in National Cyclopaedia of American Biography 
1955.

Info from Ellis Island, New York passenger data 
suggests he arrived there in 1912 aged 41 and 
again in 1924 aged 54. He also appears as 
entering New York from Washington DC in 1923 
aged 53 (Ellis Island Family History Passenger 
Records).

His obituary appeared in the 6 February 1942 



issue of New York, New York. The Feburary 6 
New York Times carried his obituary. It read "J. 
H. Covington Dies; Jurist in Capital. Washington, 
Feb. 5--J. Harry Covington, former 
Representative from Maryland and one-time Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia, died here yesterday at his home, 2330 
Wyoming Avenue, after a brief illness. His age 
was 71. He had been confined to bed since 
Saturday with a cold contracted earlier in 
Chicago. 

Judge Covington, one of the most widely known 
attorneys in Washington and founder of its largest 
law firm, was born on May 3, 1870, in Talbot 
County, Md., the son of James H. and Emma V. 
Covington. He was educated in the public 
schools, attended Maryland Military Academy and 
the University of Pennsylvania and in 1894 began 
law practice in Easton, Md. In 1903 he was 
named State's Attorney of Talbot County, a 
position he held until 1909, when he was elected 
to the House of Representatives, serving the First 
Maryland District until his resignation in 1914 to 
become Chief Justice of the District Supreme 
Court. 

Four years later he resigned and, with Edward H. 
Burling, founded the law firm of Covington, 



Burling, Rubise, Acheson & Short, which has six 
senior, ten junior and thirteen associate partners. 
During his term on the bench Judge Covington 
taught law at Georgetown University, and in 1918 
President Wilson enlisted his services as a 
member of the United States Railroad Wage 
Commission. He was a member of the board of 
directors of the Kennecott Copper Company, the 
Union Trust Company and the Continental 
American Life Insurance Company. 

He leaves a widow, the former Miss Ethel K. 
Rose of Brooklyn, whom he married in 1889; a 
son, J. Harry Covington 3d of Washington, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Lewis Clark, whose husband is 
second secretary of the United States Legation in 
Ottawa.

Covington & Burling, 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W., P.O. Box 7566, Washington, DC 20044-
7566, Tel 202-662-6000 * Fax 202-662-6291 * E-
mail glevy@cov.com. Other offices: Brussels, 
London employs 300 lawyers, of which 150 
lawyers in litigation.

Website in 2002 read: "Founded 75 years ago, is 
one of the largest law firms in Washington, D.C., 
and also has 25 lawyers in Europe. The firm's 
practice includes advice and representation in 



regulatory and legislative matters, litigation, and 
transactional work both here and abroad. 

The Litigation Practice Group 
Throughout its history, Covington & Burling's 
practice has been heavily concentrated on the 
litigation of complex, difficult, important, and novel 
matters. The firm's litigation practice continues to 
reflect those characteristics and today runs the 
gamut of subject-matter areas, including antitrust, 
employment, environmental, insurance coverage, 
intellectual property, product liability, securities, 
toxic tort, and regulatory cases in judicial, arbitral, 
and administrative forums across the country and 
overseas. The hallmarks of our litigation practice 
are the formulation and execution of effective and 
creative strategies, mastery of the law, cost-
sensitive case management, and adherence to 
the highest professional standards. 

Many of our cases require us to navigate 
undeveloped and uncertain areas of law and fact. 
For example, we recently served as lead trial 
counsel for Dow Corning in its efforts to collect 
more than $1 billion in insurance coverage for 
breast-implant claims. In February 1996, after a 
four-month trial in Detroit, the jury returned a 
unanimous verdict for Dow Corning. Robert 
Sayler, who recently chaired the ABA's Litigation 



Section, led the trial team along with William 
Skinner and Bobby Burchfield. The jury's verdict 
in the Dow Corning case is the latest 
achievement in the firm's highly successful 
representation of corporate policyholders in 
disputes with their insurance carriers, which 
includes: a jury verdict for Boeing in one of the 
first environmental coverage cases to be tried; a 
landmark victory for Armstrong World Industries 
after years of trial in the California coordinated 
asbestos insurance coverage litigation; and a 
$300 million settlement for Exxon on one of its 
Valdez insurance claims. 

In the intellectual property area, we have been 
responsible for pathbreaking suits to curb the sale 
of gray market goods. On behalf of Parfums 
Givenchy, we obtained a Ninth Circuit affirmance 
of an injunction barring such imports under the 
copyright laws, and our efforts on behalf of other 
clients, such as Montblanc, have yielded similar 
favorable results. We have provided successful 
trial representation to AT&T, the American 
Petroleum Institute, the National Football League, 
and Sun Life of Canada, and we represent 
Microsoft and the Business Software Alliance 
throughout Europe in intellectual property 
matters. Charles Buffon, who has substantial 
experience in many areas of commercial 



litigation, leads the firm's intellectual property 
litigation practice. 

Our track record in more traditional areas of 
litigation remains strong. Peter Nickles, Herbert 
Dym, William Iverson, Joanne Grossman, and 
Richard Meserve, whose work reflects the 
breadth of the firm's litigation practice, have 
substantial experience defending complex toxic 
tort and product liability cases, including cases 
pursued as class actions or defended on a 
coordinated basis. Bruce Baird, who headed the 
securities fraud unit of the U.S. Attorney's office in 
New York City, is a mainstay of the firm's 
securities and criminal practices. Earlier this year, 
Baird and Mark Lynch defended Interstate 
General at trial against federal criminal charges 
under the Clean Water Act. 

Eugene Gulland, whose practice defies ready 
classification, has in recent years successfully 
defended groundbreaking financial derivatives 
litigation and guided the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation's successful efforts to vacate 
a $26 million default judgment. Jeffrey Huvelle, 
who secured a jury verdict for the defense last 
year in a race discrimination suit against the 
World Football League, represents companies 
throughout the country in employment cases. 



Arvid Roach, whose roster of litigation clients 
includes Union Pacific, has an impressive array of 
successes in transportation and pension-related 
matters. 

Finally, the firm's trial practice has always been 
complemented by its work at the appellate level. 
A fair measure of the strength and diversity of the 
firm's appellate practice is revealed by the firm's 
remarkable record in the United States Supreme 
Court during the 1995 Term. On behalf of the 
National Football League, Gregg Levy persuaded 
the Court that the non-statutory labor exemption 
to the antitrust laws rendered invalid a $30 million 
treble damages judgment; James Atwood 
successfully pressed IBM's argument that a tax 
on export insurance premiums violated the 
constitution; and Robert Long, arguing for 
BankOne, prevailed on the argument that federal 
jurisdiction was appropriate for certain types of 
banking law disputes. 

The brief catalogue of litigators and litigation 
experiences provided in this profile necessarily 
omits much of importance about the firm's 
extensive and varied litigation practice. Gregg 
Levy and Mitchell Dolin, who has successfully 
represented Exxon and Owens Corning in 
insurance coverage disputes, together coordinate 



the firm's litigation practice group and are 
available to provide additional information." (Last 
updated: 31/03/2010 08:46:56)
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JERRY COVINGTON (7209). Born: about 1955 in 
Texas TX. Father: not known (0). Mother: not 
known (0).    Jerry started building custom 
motorcycles (choppers) in the early seventies and 
founded Covington's Cycle City in Woodward 
Oklahoma in 1993. He has become well known in 
the motorcycle industry as one of the top custom 
builders for his clean designs and high quality 
custom motorcycles, and has appeared in 
numerous TV shows Including the Discovery 
Channel's Biker Build-Off series, Carlos Mencia's 
Mind of Mencia, and Corbin's Ride On. Jerry has 
also been featured in several custom motorcycle 
related books including "Art of The Chopper", and 
"Top Chops". 

Jerry's one of a kind motorcycles have won many 
awards, have been featured in dozens of 
magazines, including Easyriders, HotBike, and 
Street Chopper, and have been photographed by 
Michael Lichter Photography. Jerry has built 
motorcycles for celebrities such as comedian 
Carlos Mencia, musician Sammy Hagar, and race 
car driver Billy Boat.

Awards and accomplishments
Easyriders Invitational - Dallas 2008, Best of 
Show, AMD World Championship 2006, 2nd 
place: Production Manufacturer, Discovery 



Channel’s Biker Build-Off Champion for Jerry 
Covington vs. Warren Vesely January 11, 2005 
V-Twin Magazine, Best Custom Fabricated Bike, 
All American Motorcycle Show 2004, Best of 
Show: Pro-Builders Class 
Easyriders Invitational - Houston 2004, 2nd place: 
Best of Show , Easyriders Invitational - Louisville 
2003, 1st place: Best Street Custom, Easyriders 
Invitational - Louisville 2003, 2nd place: Best 
Radical, Easyriders Invitational - Columbus 2003, 
1st place: Best Radical, Hot Bike Magazine, High 
Tech Product of 2000, for TC88B frame

In 2016 he was inducted into The Sturgis 
Motorcyle Hall of Fame: 

"Whether it is on TV or the cover of virtually every 
biker magazine in the world, it is hard to miss 
custom builder Jerry Covington. What does get 
overlooked is Jerry's behind-the-scenes 
commitment to the motorcycle community, and 
his selfless donation of time and resources to 
those less fortunate through has various charity 
projects.

Jerry Covington has always followed his own 
innate sense of what motorcycles should be, With 
a career spanning more than 40 years, he is 
recognized as one of the top custom builders in 



the business. Having built his first chopper from 
the ground up at the ripe old age of 17, Jerry 
realized early on that he “had an instinct” for just 
the right custom and performance modifications 
or both cars and motorcycles.

Born and raised in Texas, he built choppers 
through the ‘70s and turned his hobby into a 
family business in 1993 with wife and business 
partner Kathleen as well as sons David, Dusty, 
Peewee and Cameron. Following a move to 
California, Jerry quickly became immersed in the 
custom hot rod scene. However the rat race 
wasn't what it was cracked up to be. Seeking a 
more laid-back environment, the Covingtons 
moved to Woodward, Oklahoma, where Jerry 
began to build custom motorcycles for friends.

His reputation and customer base continued to 
grow, and it wasn’t long before Covington's 
Customs had created their own cult following. 
Performance is a factor in every build and 
attention to detail is a hallmark of every Covington 
build: welds never show, lines flow and rideability 
is paramount.

But you’ll seldom hear much of this from Jerry. 
The unassuming genius lets his bikes do the 
talking and his actions speak for themselves. 



Instead, look to the media where the Covington 
clan's work has been prominent and their charity 
efforts praised. Over the years his company has 
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars building 
custom motorcycles for a wide range of charitable 
events. For these behind the scenes actions that 
speak louder than words, The Sturgis Motorcycle 
Museum is honored to induct Jerry Covington into 
the Hall of Fame."

The Secret Life Of Jerry Covington
Published by Cyril Huze November 17th, 2010 in 
Builders, Customs and Editorial. 

"Although Jerry Covington had already built his 
first chopper when he was 18 and was 
continuously feeding his passion for motorcycles 
with frequent trips to the shop of Denver’s 
Choppers to admire their long creations, he 
professionally entered the custom world by 
working on hot rods and muscle cars. Building 
custom bikes for himself remained his hobby until 
he realized that each of them got offers from 
buyers and that he could nicely complement his 
custom car business with the creation of one-off 
custom motorcycles. It was 1993, perfect timing 
to ride the big wave of motorcycle customizing 
that started at this time…



Strong of his experience with metal fabrication 
acquired on cars, Jerry had no problem being 
noticed by the motorcycle industry when he 
started demonstrating his skills at building from 
scratch 2 wheeled creations. Although his bike 
culture was acquired around long choppers and 
low riders Jerry’s shop, Covingtons Cycle City in 
Oklahoma, is now very diversified offering both 
customized Harley-Davidson models, hand built 
one-off custom motorcycles in all styles, a Nada 
listed production line of Bobbers and also a quite 
extended catalog of proprietary parts from triple 
trees to exhausts to billet wheels.

Family life is extremely important for Jerry. So, 
not surprisingly, Covingtons Cycle City is a family 
business where wife Kathleen is deeply involved 
in its management and development with 4 sons 
also working at the shop: Jerry Jr. (Pee Wee) 
doing all the drivetrain & service work. David 
being in charge of design, fabrication & assembly. 
Dusty handling all the body work & paint and 
Cameron doing services and other odd jobs. All 
working together without family drama, never 
screaming at each other, because as you know 
great work is always done in a peaceful 
atmosphere.

Cyril. In High School, what your teachers said 



about you? Jerry. That I would wind up working 
on cars & motorcycles. (Wasn’t interested in too 
much else)

Cyril. Who were your childhood heroes? Jerry. 
Don Garlits, Don Prudohm & Johnny Cash

Cyril. What was your 1st vehicle? Jerry. A satin 
black 1954 Victoria that I bought when I was 11

Cyril. If you were not working in the motorcycle 
industry, what would you do? Jerry. Hot Rods, 
I’ve always loved cars right along with the 
motorcycles

Cyril. What is your favorite way to relax? Jerry. 
Hot rodding in one of my cars.

Cyril. What is the last music you downloaded in 
your iPod? Jerry. Don’t have one, CD’s or satellite 
radio are fine with me. Last CD I bought was Tom 
Petty Mojo. I like blues music.

Cyril. What are you afraid of? Jerry. What our 
country will be like for our grandkids.

Cyril. What is the person you would love to meet? 
Jerry. David Letterman



Cyril. Which film made you cry? Jerry. Footage of 
the Oklahoma City bombing, so many innocent 
kids & so close to home.

Cyril. Do you have any tattoos or piercings? 
Jerry. Yes 5 tattoos (my “Family First” is my 
favorite). One ear pierced

Cyril. Name five things you hate. Jerry. People 
knocking off our parts, lazy people, fuel prices, 
speed limits & whistling gophers

Cyril. What is your best life achievement? Jerry. 
My kids

Cyril. What do you miss most at home when you 
are on the road? Jerry. My grandkids, you can be 
having the worst day ever, see them & nothing 
else matters.

Cyril. What was the last book you read? Jerry. A 
1955 Wurlitzer jukebox service manual

Cyril. Where is your favorite vacation place? 
Jerry.Colorado, riding in the mountains

Cyril. Do you have any guilty pleasures? Jerry. 
My wife Kathleen’s home made German 
chocolate cake



Cyril. Do you collect anything? Jerry. Muscle cars

Cyril. What was your worst buy? Jerry. An off 
brand used CNC machine

Cyril. How do you take your coffee? Jerry. I don’t, 
never liked it

Cyril. What was the most embarrassing thing you 
have ever made? Jerry. A bike that the customer 
got a little too invovled in the paint color & design

Cyril. What is the best thing you can cook? Jerry. 
Anything you can heat up in the microwave

Cyril. When was the time you were really angry? 
Jerry. When we had to drive 90 miles out of the 
way going to Vegas because you couldn’t take a 
trailer across the dam after 911

Cyril. What is your perfect weekend when you are 
at home? Jerry. Taking the grandkids. Cruizin’ in 
my 67 Chevelle convertible & going for a 
motorcyle ride

Cyril. What is your preferred rally? Jerry. Sturgis, 
especially if I get to ride.



Cyril. What is the worst question a journalist 
asked you? Jerry. Why do I live in Woodward, 
Oklahoma" (Last updated: 14/07/2001 20:28:34)
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JESSE WHITFIELD COVINGTON (7445). Born: 
16 Sep 1889 in Haywood Co TN. Father: 
Covington, Henry W (19515). Mother: Moore, 
Alice E (21367).  Mar: about 1911 in Virginia VA 
to Crawford, Pearl Eleanor (25672). Died: 21 Nov 
1966 in Portsmouth City VA aged 77.  He was an 
American sailor serving in the United States Navy 
during World War I who received the Medal of 
Honor for bravery.

After enlisting in the United States Navy was sent 
to France to fight in World War I. Rank and 
organization: Ship's Cook Third Class, U.S. Navy. 
Place and date: At sea aboard the U.S.S. 
Stewart, 17 April 1918. Entered service at: 
California. Born: 16 September 1889, Haywood, 
Tenn. G.O. No.: 403, 1918.

Citation: For extraordinary heroism following 
internal explosion of the Florence H. The sea in 
the vicinity of wreckage was covered by a mass 
of boxes of smokeless powder, which were 
repeatedly exploding. Jesse W. Covington, of the 
U.S.S. Stewart, plunged overboard to rescue a 
survivor who was surrounded by powder boxes 
and too exhausted to help himself, fully realizing 
that similar powder boxes in the vicinity were 
continually exploding and that he was thereby 
risking his life in saving the life of this man (Last 



updated: 15/03/2021 00:08:42)
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JOE ETHERIDGE COVINGTON (16907). Born: 
14 Dec 1911 in Arkansas AR. Father: not known 
(0). Mother: not known (0).  Mar: 5 Jun 1937 in 
Lawrence Co AR to Hare, Mary J (3883). 2nd 
Mar: 14 May 1977 in Missouri MO to Kettering, 
Ann Horner (21134). Died: 27 Sep 1993 in Boone 
Co MO aged 82.  Stepchildren from wife's 1st 
marriage; Mary Elizabeth Waddell & Paul 
Kettering Waddell. Was Provost and Acting 
President at U.A. Fayetteville AR from 1951-
1954. Was later Dean of Missouri University.

The following tribute was written by John 
Germany. Editor’s note: This year, the National 
Conference of Bar Examiners announced the first 
annual Joe E. Covington Prize for Scholarship in 
Bar Admissions Topics. The prizehonors the late 
Joe Covington (1911-1993), NCBE’s firstdirector 
of testing. NCBE asked John Germany, a former 
chair of the Conference and longtime friend of 
Joe’s, towrite a remembrance of Joe.

"I bring to the task of writing this profile of Joe 
Covington articles from The Bar Examiner, 
materials from Tim Heinsz, Dean of the University 
of Missouri-Columbia School of Law, an obituary 
written by Joe and provided by his widow, Justice 
Ann Covington of the Missouri Supreme Court, 
and my own special recollections. It is most 



appropriate that I should repeat several facts 
gleaned from these materials.

Joe was born in 1911, and his early upbringing 
has a tinge of Horatio Alger. A small town boy 
from Arkansas, he graduated from a teachers’ 
college and became a high school teacher. He 
was a beneficiary of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps as an educational advisor, then went on to 
the University of Arkansas for both undergraduate 
and law school. One law school wasn’t enough 
for Joe. He attended two more—first the 
University of Texas and then Harvard where Joe 
and I shared a class in 1947.

After receiving his S.J.D. from Harvard, Joe 
returned to the University of Arkansas; his imprint 
on that institution was considerable. He became 
the provost for the undergraduate school and 
served as acting president for one year. At the 
law school level, he taught and then became 
dean. When he left the University of Arkansas, 
Joe moved on to the University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Law where he also taught 
and served as dean.

Our paths crossed again when I attended a 
meeting of the National Conference of Bar 
Examiners in 1969 as a member of the newly 



formed NCBE Bar Examination Committee. Joe, 
who was by this time teaching at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia, was a member of a panel 
convened to discuss “A Uniform Bar Exam: 
National and Regional.”

At that meeting, Joe made one of his first great 
contributions to the multistate bar exam by giving 
a name to our efforts to bring some uniformity 
and objectivity to the bar examination process. At 
the time, the states were fearful of a “national” bar 
exam which could cause them to lose their 
jurisdiction over the admitting process. Joe 
suggested we call our proposed examination a 
“multistate bar examination,” and the name stuck. 
The committee was so impressed with Joe that 
we asked him to become the reporter to our 
committee and he agreed. From then on, he met 
with us in developing the examination. Most 
meetings were held on weekends at the Chicago 
airport. 

No expenses were paid to the committee 
members or to Joe by the National Conference 
because the Conference didn’t have any money. 
The energy created by this committee was a sight 
to behold. All of us knew that we were breaking 
new ground which would change the testing 
process. Despite the fact that Florida had been 



using them for several years and New York had 
used them as a part of its examination for many 
years, multiple choice questions were still 
generally looked upon as an unacceptable way to 
test legal knowledge. 

With the mounting number of applicants, 
however, the grading of essay papers was 
becoming onerous, and the delay in announcing 
the results was becoming unacceptable to both 
the state courts and the examinees. The time was 
ripe for a new examining process where a 
multistate test could be prepared according to 
professional standards and graded in a matter of 
a few weeks, giving jurisdictions additional time to 
grade any essays.

The first MBE was given in February of 1972. In 
anticipation of this first exam, Joe went from 
being reporter to the committee to Director of 
Testing for the Conference. In the process, the 
MBE headquarters moved to Joe’s office at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia.

The first examination was given by only 11 
jurisdictions. The test, consisting of 200 
questions, was developed under Joe’s auspices. 
He appointed the members of the drafting 
committees who developed questions to be given 



on the five original subjects of the exam: Torts, 
Contracts, Real Property, Evidence and Criminal 
Law. (The sixth subject, Constitutional Law, was 
later added to the test.) Recruiting these 
volunteers was a huge job that involved finding 
both law faculty and practitioners with expertise in 
the subject areas.

We involved the Educational Testing Service 
(ETS) early in the processes of developing and 
grading the MBE. With an examination of these 
proportions, we felt that it was important to 
involve testing professionals from the inception. 
(This function was later taken over by American 
College Testing, now ACT.)

This first MBE was given without a hiccup, and it 
then became incumbent on the NCBE Bar 
Examination Committee members to promote the 
test to additional jurisdictions. The selling job 
always included Joe. Two additional mainstays of 
this effort were the urbane John Eckler of Ohio, 
who was chairman of the committee, and Roy 
Wilkinson of Pennsylvania, who was always 
leading the band.

In 1976, I became Chair of the Multistate Bar 
Examination Committee, and by this time 
developing the MBE had become the dominant 



activity of the National Conference. Despite the 
phenomenal growth of the exam, our 
headquarters were still in Columbia, Missouri, and 
Joe still refused to take any pay for his services.

As additional jurisdictions were added, we began 
to generate large sums of money and 
correspondingly large expenses for producing the 
examination. Our bills, often in six figures, would 
be paid by Joe—not with desk checks, but with 
those small checks often used for household 
accounts.

California’s adoption of the examination was a 
coup that added thousands of examinees per 
exam. The major holdout continued to be New 
York. The New York Board of Law Examiners 
was reluctant to change its exam, which at the 
time consisted of both essay and multiple choice 
questions and which board members felt was 
working well.

Joe and I finally had a hearing before the judge of 
the Court of Appeals of the State of New York 
who was in charge of the New York examination. 
He met with us in New York City and we 
presented our case along with a member of the 
New York Board who argued against adopting the 
MBE. Sometime after this hearing, a decision was 



made to adopt the MBE, and the New York bar 
examiners, once on board, became advocates of 
the exam.

By the time New York joined the list of 
jurisdictions using the MBE, other jurisdictions 
had also begun to appreciate the advantages of 
administering this exam. The list was growing.

With the growing success of the exam, it became 
necessary to validate the exam to prove its 
testing ability. Joe selected a blue ribbon 
commission to complete the assessment. When 
this commission gave its stamp of approval, it 
became easier for the committee to sell the exam 
to the remaining jurisdictions. (Our efforts were 
successful, as today all but two jurisdictions have 
adopted the MBE.)

During this time Joe and I became fast friends. In 
our extensive travels we had long talks which 
included both professional and personal subjects. 
Many of these would take place during after-
dinner walks. I came to know of Joe’s pride in his 
son, his love of his wife, Ann, and his pleasure in 
his record collection and sound equipment. His 
library at home resembled a recording studio.

Joe had a wonderful sense of humor. During the 



Nixon-McGovern election, we were guests of Roy 
Wilkinson at the Union League Club in 
Philadelphia. The club was festooned with 
bunting for Nixon. As we viewed this, Joe quietly 
asked, “I wonder where I could make a 
contribution to McGovern?”

His sense of humor was also evident at his NCBE 
retirement party. He rose in response to the many 
accolades that he had received. He said that 
many people had asked what he was going to do 
in his retirement, and he was now announcing 
that he was going to start a bar review course. 
(Because bar review courses had been anathema 
to Joe, this joke carried great weight for those of 
us who knew him.)

At the conclusion of this wonderful career, Joe 
didn’t retire, he just changed his focus. He 
continued to revel in Ann’s successes as a justice 
and eventually Chief Justice of the Missouri 
Supreme Court; he took immense enjoyment in 
his music and in his travel adventures.

The world is a better place for Joe’s having lived 
in it, and I am a better person for having known 
him. It is only fitting that the National Conference 
of Bar Examiners should create this award in 
Joe’s name." (Last updated: 15/03/2021 19:12:48)
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JOHN DEAN COVINGTON (6842). Born: 9 Aug 
1960 in Arkansas AR. Father: Covington, David 
Andrew (10095). Mother: Towe, Roberta Mae 
(24422).  Mar: about 1992 in Arizona AZ to 
Deborah (13864).  The founder and President of 
Surgical-Steeds Classic American Motorcycles, 
Inc., John Covington, attended Arizona State 
University studying advertising and General 
Business. He then moved to Los Angeles to study 
Product Design at the world-renowned Art Center, 
College of Design. The Art Center is one of the 
most progressive colleges in Industrial Design, 
and also lists as one its Alma matter Willie G. 
Davidson, Director of Styling at Harley-Davidson.

While working as a Freelance Foodservice 
Consultant designing restaurants in the Los 
Angeles area, Covington purchased his first 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle. Not completely 
satisfied with the performance fit or finish of his 
production model Harley, Covington did a 
complete tear down and personally customized 
his machine. This very motorcycle was chosen to 
be featured in the "Official Harley-Davidson 
Dreamgirls calendar".

Soon Covington was busy customizing bikes for 
friends, and picked up an account building bikes 
for Thunder Road, an aftermarket shop on the 



Sunset Strip in Hollywood. To accommodate all 
the work coming his way, he set up his own shop, 
Surgical-Steeds, in Sun Valley, California. The 
name implies the "SURGICAL precision and 
cleanliness in details in augmenting the Iron 
Horse or STEED".

While operating out of an industrial complex in 
California, Covington’s bikes became a mainstay 
in the H-D calendar. With four of the twelve bikes 
featured in the 1993 issue being customized by 
Steeds, it soon became obvious that the demand 
for Steed customized Harleys was going to 
deserve a full-service retail location.

In 1991 the Los Angeles riots broke out, and this 
was the impetus for the Covington family to 
relocate back to John’s roots in Arizona. A 
location in Scottsdale, a suburb to the northeast 
of Phoenix was chosen. The expanded version of 
Covingtons’ vision was incorporated in Arizona 
dubbed Surgical-Steeds Classic American 
Motorcycles Inc.

John’s wife of over 10 years, Deborah, who has a 
background in Accounting and Administration, 
came to work at the new Steed facility full time. 
Having worked as a computer systems analyst 
and manager for one of the top entertainment 



management firms in Century City, California, 
"Breslauer, Jacobson, Rutman and Sherman", 
Deborah contributes her business and 
interpersonal skills at Steeds on a daily basis.

With the growth of the Aftermarket parts industry 
offering improved components to upgrade Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, Surgical-Steeds began to 
offer complete Steed built bikes with very few 
O.E.M. Harley parts. In 1994 Surgical-Steeds 
applied for and received a manufacturers license 
from the federal government granting Steeds the 
authority to apply Federal Vehicle Identification 
Numbers to its brand of American Heavyweight 
Cruiser Motorcycles. Thus the Steed Motorcycle 
was born in America, with its own Pedigree, #1S9 
at the beginning of its VIN, Assigned by the 
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE).

Over the years, Surgical-Steeds has sourced out 
quality vendors to supply components for their 
machines as well as constantly designing 
proprietary components to improve the Steed 
motorcycle. Surgical-Steeds also has several 
U.S. Registered trademarks to protect its brand 
including; Steed, Surgical-Steeds, Monoglide, the 
Steed Logo silhouette and also claims trademarks 
to the brands Clydesdale, Clydesdale-N, 
Thoroughbred, Thoroughbred-C, Quarterhorse 



and Quarterhorse GT to identify its models of 
motorcycles. Covingtons’ product designs also 
include the revolutionary Monoglide chassis; 
Steedbars with internal wiring, a line of one piece 
forged billet aluminum wheels. Most if not all 
these proprietary components are designed to be 
upgrades for existing Harley-Davidson machines.

Covington and Surgical-Steeds staff are 
committed to bring to market the latest 
innovations in a motorcycle market bound by 
American traditions; thus Steeds will always be a 
"work in progress".

In 2002 living at 9550 North 90th Street, 
Scottsdale, Maricopa Co AZ 85258 (Last 
updated: 01/04/2001)
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JOHN THOMAS COVINGTON (12064). Born: 4 
Aug 1840 in West Somerville, Middlesex Co MS. 
Father: Covington, Robert Dockery (11745). 
Mother: Thomas, Elizabeth Ann (12065).  Mar: 
Sep 1862 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co UT to 
Lundblad, Johanna (6105). 2nd Mar: 15 Mar 1875 
in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co UT to Adams, 
Elizabeth Aitken (12066). 3rd Mar: 7 Mar 1883 in 
St George, Washington Co UT to Carling, Lydia 
May (12968). Died: 13 Jun 1908 in Torrey, 
Wayne Co UT aged 67.  The most prolific father 
of Covington children having sired 30 children 
with his 3 wives over 36 years. He was one of the 
original Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland 
Travellers (1847-1868).

Travelled with parents & the Edward Hunter - 
Jacob Foutz Company (1847) wagon train from 
Nebraska to Sacramento CA.

When John Thomas Covington was 22, he made 
a trip north for supplies and as he neared 
Washington he was met by his father who during 
the rest of the trip brought him up to date on the 
town news. Where upon he, John Thomas asked 
it there were any new girls in town, his father 
answered there were some new girls, but the 
prettiest was a little Swedish girl, and his father 
concluded, "If you don't marry her I trust I will."



It wasn't long after that and after a brief courtship 
he married the sixteen year old Swedish girl, 
Johanna Lundblad. They began a happy life 
together. From Washington the young couple 
moved to Cash County. They returned to 
Washington but moved again this time to Beaver 
to be near Johanna's mother.

John was a good musician after composing his 
own music for his violin, in night the whistling of a 
bird kept ringing through his head until he could 
not sleep. He arose and wrote the notes for his 
violin. This tune proved so popular he called it the 
"Ladies Favorite". He and his brother-in-law, 
Winslow Farr, wrote a song called "The Big 
Cottonwood Waters." Where ever he lived John 
and his violin were called into service. It was an 
unusual sight to see him playing his violin as he 
danced the square dances, with his partner 
clinging to his coat tail. Often he walked miles to 
play for a dance, after the dance was over he 
walked home. He was full of fun and took great 
pleasure in teaching his children to play and sing. 
He had an orchestra in his family. He with family 
and friend liked to gather around the organ and 
sing. 

While living in Adamsville, John took as his plural 



wife Elizabeth Adams. She was a daughter of 
David Barclay Adams and Lydia Catherine Mann. 
They were married in the Old Endowment House 
in Salt Lake City, Utah and at the same time his 
first wife Johanna was sealed to him. To the 
marriage John Thomas and Elizabeth Adams 
were born 13 children our heritage is brought 
through Junius Gilbert Covington their 12th child.

The family wasn't satisfied in Adamsville but was 
undecided where to go. Elizabeth was anxious to 
move to Wayne County where her people had 
gone. But Johanna said she thought it would be 
better to move where they have more relatives. 
So it was decided to go to Orderville, they left 
Beaver April 15, 1877 and they joined the United 
Order. John and his wives were good workers. He 
worked in the gardens and fields but most of his 
time was spent in herding sheep.

The Indians were bad at this time. He exercised 
great influence over them. He with other were 
often called on to make peace with the Indians. 
The united order owned a great deal of the 
Buckskin Mountains. They had a big dairy there 
also used it for range for their sheep. The Indians 
resented this and claimed the land for their own. 
They were very ugly and the white people were in 
constant danger from them.



Brother Covington was herding sheep on 
Buckskin Mt. when the dog, "Queen", as prized 
imported dog, which the order had traded a cow 
for, was shot while on duty with the sheep. 
Reports reached John that "George" an Indian 
with a mean temper was making threats against 
him. One day, while out with the sheep he 
crossed a deep wash, when he reached the 
opposite bank he came face to face with 
"George". John was unarmed but putting on a 
bold front said, "I hear you were going to kill me, 
now is your chance." George impressed by his 
bravery would not shoot and later proved to be a 
friend.

About the time the united order was broken up 
John married his third wife Lydia May Carling a 
daughter of Isic Van Wagoner Carling and 
Mariam Hobson. She was born March 1, 1866. 
There were seven children born to this union.

When the united order was discontinued Brother 
Covington, Jonathan Heaton and George W. 
Adair rented the order sheep. During the summer 
the sheep were herded in the mountain during the 
winter they were herded "out in the sand".

When Brother Covington drew out from his 



partnership, he bought a dairy ranch that had 
belonged to the order. The ranch was located at 
the mouth of Dairy and Main Canyon's.

Two of John's families lived on the ranch in the 
summer milking cows, making cheese and butter. 
Late in the fall they moved into town for winter. 
Brother Covington raised wonderful gardens in 
the ranch. His was a generous nature he would 
give sacks of vegetables to anyone who called. 
Often he would start for Orderville with a load of 
vegetables for his families. But everyone he met 
he stopped to talk to them, but by the time he 
arrived home the wagon would be almost empty. 
His home though humble was always open to 
everyone.

At the time of the raid on the polygamists he and 
his son-in-law, Thomas Chamberlin were arrested 
and sent to the penitentiary for having more than 
one wife. He served six months in the "pen". With 
his violin for company. One morning he wasn't 
feeling very well and didn't get up at the regular 
time. He was still in bed when the doors were 
unlocked for breakfast. When he tried to open his 
door it was locked again. The other prisoners 
said, "Now you won't get out" John took his violin 
and played "The Methodists Prayer" he fairly 
made the violin talk. When the guard came along 



he found he corridor crowded with prisoners 
listening to the music. The guard swore and said, 
"Covington, if you stop that violin I'll let you out." 
So, he got his breakfast with the rest. 

In 1902 John, Elizabeth, Lydia and families 
moved to Torrey, Wayne County, Utah. There he 
lived until 1908 when at age of 68 he died after 
playing the violin most of the night. This violin was 
passed to his son, who's children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren have fingered and played 
the heirloom. An heirloom with a legacy that was 
given us roots, strong roots that have shaped our 
lives and our children's lives. Without these 
ancestors' vision and dedication we could not nor 
would we have done the things that have been 
meaningful in our lives. What greater wish than to 
become ancestor of their stature and influence, 
which would be our best gift to our children.

JOHNNY MAKE THE BOX TALK by Matilda 
Staker

One summer, in 1885, we were with Father at a 
dairy on Buckskin Mountain, north of the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona. The Indians were mad at us, 
and just waited until my father, who was known to 
them as “Buckskin Tom” would go away, then 
they planned to kill all the people at the dairy and 



burn the house and corrals. This place is now 
known as Pipe Springs, and the Indians wanted 
to destroy the buildings that prevented them from 
getting water at the spring.

Before very long Father and the other men had to 
take 50 head of cattle to another ranch, and the 
woman and children were left alone. Just before 
dark, a band of Indians came and began building 
big bonfires around the place. The herd boys and 
five woman and three children who were there 
went into the house, barred the door and just 
dropped on their knees and asked God to help 
them. I can remember looking out the window and 
seeing the camp fires and the Indians dancing 
around them. In the house were Phoebe Clark, 
Lottie Webb, Lue Stolworthy Palmer, Aunt 
Johannah, Mother, three small boys, Charley 
Black, 16-years-old and myself. Charley had 
sneaked out and ran to tell mother’s brother’s 
Silas and Terry Young, who were about five miles 
away, to come in. It was quite dark when the boys 
returned, so they slipped in without being seen.

Just before it got light we saw three men ride up 
to the Indians. They were my father, Buckskin 
Tom, and Ed Lamb, and Aunt Johannah’s father, 
John Covington. They had been warned of the 
planned attack by a little squaw who had run 30 



miles to carry the word to them. They had quickly 
changed to fresh horses and started back.

The Indians were waiting for daylight to make 
their attack, and had kept up their whooping and 
dancing most of the night, while we huddled in the 
dark house.

Now Buckskin Tom was a friend of the Indians 
and tried to talk to them. The older Indians 
listened, but the young ones still wanted to kill us 
all. When Johnny Covington saw that they would 
not listen to Buckskin Tom, he walked over and 
stood by a tree and started to play his violin. Now 
the Indians had never heard music before. They 
were so thrilled at the sound of the music made 
by pushing and pulling a stick across the box that 
they came closer and closer to Johnny. He 
stepped backwards, a little at a time, the Indians 
following him, and when daylight came they found 
themselves far away from the house and we were 
safe.

Johnny Covington was always called ‘Johnny-
make-the-box-talk’ by the Indians after that. (Last 
updated: 03/08/2011 18:08:38)
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JOHN WESLEY COVINGTON (5590). Born: 27 
Mar 1932 in Scotland Co NC. Father: Covington, 
Cleveland (22113). Mother: Bostick, Roberta 
(19573).  Mar: about 1960 in Canada to Patricia 
(5830). 2nd Mar: during 1979 in Canada to 
Hunter, Vicki L (3937). Died: 4 Jul 2011 in 
Edmonton, Canada aged 79.  Known as Wes. A 
left fielder in Major League Baseball who played 
from 1956 through 1966 for the Milwaukee 
Braves, Chicago White Sox, Kansas City 
Athletics, Philadelphia Phillies, Chicago Cubs and 
Los Angeles Dodgers. Listed at 6 ft 1 in (1.85 m), 
205 lb, he batted left-handed and threw right-
handed.

The following is an extract from a letter received 
from his 2nd wife, Vicki L. Covington (nee Hunter, 
born in Britain 25 October 1955, married 1979) of 
15703-104 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T5P 4P5; "His father was the child of a black 
woman and white plantation owner by the 
surname of Covington. His mother was the child 
of a black mother and Cherokee Indian father. 

Wes had two daughters from his first marriage 
and one daughter, Chantel, from our marriage. 
His mother is still alive, 1991, by another name 
because of re-marriage, and resides in North 
Carolina, as does most of the family including 



numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews and 
nieces, Wes' ex-wife and daughters with their 
families. Wes and I separated in 1985 and he is 
now re-married to Patricia. They live in Edmonton 
at #905, 10145-119 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. He was a professional baseball player 
until the 1960s and was in several World Series 
with both the Milwaukee Braves and Los Angeles 
Dodgers. His pro career can be read in many 
sports history books"

His career spanned 1956-66, played for Braves 
(1956-61), Chicago White Sox (1961), Kansas 
City Athletics (1961), Philadelphia Phillies (1961-
65), Chicago Cubs (1966), Los Angeles Dodgers 
(1966). 1075 Games. 279 Average, 131 Home 
Runs, 499 RBI. Debut 19 Apr 1956 for Milwaukee 
Braves & played final game 2 Oct 1966 for Los 
Angeles Dodgers

Extracts from “The 1957 World Series” by Mark 
R. McCallum

Pitching and a little shoeshine pave Milwaukee's 
path to the franchise's second World Series title. 
Lew Burdette wins three games, pitching shutout 
baseball over his final 24 innings, while the 
Braves, who won their first title in a while in 
Boston, manage to hit .209 against the Yankees. 



Milwaukee takes pivotal Game 4 in 10 innings 
after Nippy Jones wins an argument that he had 
been hit on the foot by a pitch. A scuff on the ball 
proves him correct and the Braves rally. Hank 
Aaron tops Milwaukee with a .393 average, three 
home runs and seven RBI. Jerry Coleman leads 
the Yankees with a .364 average. Winning series 
share is $8,924.

New York 3, Milwaukee 1 at Yankee Stadium
Whitey Ford tosses a five-hitter and gets enough 
support in the 6th. In that inning Andy Carey 
chases Warren Spahn with an RBI single. Jerry 
Coleman adds an insurance run on a squeeze 
bunt. 

Milwaukee 4, New York 2 at Yankee Stadium
Wes Covington's spectacular catch in the 2nd 
snuffs a Yankee rally as Lew Burdette heads 
toward a seven-hit complete game. Milwaukee 
breaks a 2-2 in the 4th on three singles and an 
error by Tony Kubek. 

New York 12, Milwaukee 3 at Milwaukee 
Tony Kubek homers twice as the Yankees take 
advantage of 11 walks from six Braves pitchers. 
Don Larsen earns the victory in early relief of Bob 
Turley. 



Milwaukee 7, New York 5, 10 innings at 
Milwaukee 
With two outs in the 9th, New York's Elston 
Howard ties the game with a 3-run homer. The 
Yankees snag a 6-5 lead in the 10th on Tony 
Kubek's single and Hank Bauer's triple. But Nippy 
Jones' polished shoes changes things. However, 
it took a lengthy argument and a scuff on the ball 
before umpires award him first base for being hit 
on the foot by the pitch. Johnny Logan follows 
with a run-scoring double -- the Braves' first hit 
since the 4th -- to score pinch-runner Felix 
Mantilla, on second following Red Schoendienst's 
sacrifice. Eddie Mathews then wins it with a 
homer. 

Milwaukee 1, New York 0 at Milwaukee
It's that man again. Lew Burdette mows down the 
Yankees on seven hits. He's aided when Wes 
Covington robs Gil McDougald of a homer in the 
4th. (Last updated: 24/09/2009 15:11:15)
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JOSEPH ARTHUR COVINGTON (85). Born: Oct-
Dec 1867 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: 
Covington, George Francis (412). Mother: Page, 
Harriet (4997).   Died: 3 Dec 1895 in Bedford 
Prison, Bedford aged 27.  Went to Hapur Trust 
Boy's Elementary School, Bedford 1876 to 17 Jan 
1882.He was a Clothiers Assistant. 

Known as Arthur. Committed at Midland Assizes 
for the murder of his cousin, Effie Jane Burgin on 
14 Nov 1895. Found guilty and hung for the 
offence. Samantha Anderson recounts the story; 
"The first item out of the Midland Assizes 
Depositions box, held at the Public Records 
Office in Chancery Lane, was an architect's plan 
of the ground floor of No.33 Wellington Street, 
Bedford. It showed a front room, a middle room, a 
back room, a passage and a room beyond the 
back room marked "coats". 

The house was occupied by George Francis 
Covington, his wife and their son, Arthur, a 
clothiers assistant. Also in the box were the 
witnesses' statements in the matter of Arthur 
Covington who was accused of wilfully murdering 
Effie Jane Burgin on the 13th June 1895 in the 
middle room of his father's house. From the 
statement of William Francis Covington, his 
brother, a printer who lived in King's Place, 



Bedford, it would appear that Arthur was having 
some medical problems. He suffered from bouts 
of depression, had pains in his spine and had 
trouble sleeping. He may also have been losing 
his eyesight.

Effie was around 20 years old and in service, she 
often used to visit Arthur and his parents on her 
evenings off. She was a chatty little thing and 
they were all very fond of her. On the night in 
question she had been walking with her friend, 
Elizabeth Meeks, before going to see her aunt 
and uncle. After about 15 minutes, during which 
time she had been her usual cheery self, she 
asked her uncle the time and on hearing that it 
was nearly ten, she kissed her aunt and wished 
her "Goodnight", shook her uncle's hand and 
wished him the same before going into the middle 
room with Arthur, prior to taking her leave. Only a 
minute or two later a loud bang was heard. 
George thought at first that something was wrong 
with the lamp, but when two more reports rang 
out he rushed into the middle room to find Effie 
lying on the floor half under the table and Arthur 
with a revolver in his hand. Arthur had shot her 
three times, once in the jaw, once in the back of 
her head and once through the neck.

Having killed Effie, Arthur reached out tenderly to 



her and was heard to murmur something like "My 
wife, my wife". He asked his father if he might 
kiss her, which he did, three times. He then put 
his arm around his father's shoulder and said "My 
dear father, my dear father".

Neighbours in the street had heard the revolver 
and in no time at all the house was full of people. 
The constable went to take the revolver from 
Arthur who quietly said "It does not need much 
taking". He was committed to the Midland Assizes 
on Thursday 14th November where he said "I did 
not do it through malice. I call no witnesses". He 
was found guilty, sentenced to death and on 3rd 
December 1895 he was hanged at Bedford 
Prison".

The Times, 04 Dec 1895, Page 7 reported 
"EXECUTION – Arthur Covington, 27, was 
executed at Bedford yesterday for the murder of 
his cousin, Effie Burgin, 20, in June last. The 
execution was carried out privately. The High 
Sheriff refused admission to the Press, and all the 
prison officials declined to give any details. James 
Billington was the executioner."

One of the last acts that the condemned man did 
was to fill in the census form. He gave his 
address as 'The Condemned Cell, Bedford Gaol. 



(Last updated: 16/03/2021 10:01:06)
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JUAN COVINGTON (8005). Born: 3 Mar 1962 in 
Pennsylvania PA. Father: not known (0). Mother: 
not known (0).    He is an American serial killer in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He worked at 
Pennsylvania Hospital and was arrested in 2005 
after security camera footage linked him to the 
murder of co-worker Patricia McDermott, 48, an X-
ray technician.

Victims - 
In 1998 he shot and killed his cousin, Rev. 
Thomas Lee Devlin, 49, as he was leading a 
prayer service. In 2003 Covington shot David 
Stewart, 43, nine times as he walked home. 
Stewart survived the attack. In 2004 Covington 
shot William Bryant, 33, nine times as the man 
walked to work. Bryant also survived. In March 
2005, Covington shot and killed Odies Bosket, 36, 
at a subway station. In May 2005, Covington shot 
and killed Patricia McDermott.
 
Juan Covington received three life sentences for 
his crimes. (Wikipedia)

SK Central News reported - Juan Covington, his 
lawyer said, was driven to shoot his five victims 
by a conviction that "he had a mission to 
exterminate the devil."By Jennifer LinInquirer 
Staff Writer. He was so small, a sunken figure in 



a baggy prison sweatshirt and black sweatpants 
who slid into his seat without ever looking around.

Relatives of his victims - the Bosket family on the 
left side of Courtroom 304, the McDermotts on 
the right - locked on the face of this man with a 
gray-flecked beard, rimless glasses and shorn 
hair.

They saw Juan Covington, 44, for what he was: 
an executioner.

Yesterday, Covington admitted killing their 
relatives, but on the ground he was mentally ill. 
Common Pleas Court Judge Benjamin Lerner 
immediately sentenced him to three consecutive 
life terms for murder. He also gave Covington two 
20- to 40-year sentences for attempted murder.

On May 17, Covington came up behind Patricia 
McDermott, a 48-year-old mother of two, and shot 
her in the back of her head on a Center City 
street.

Just months before, on March 7, Covington had 
ambushed Odies Bosket, a married 36-year-old 
father of four, firing several shots into him.

Covington also murdered his cousin, the Rev. 



Thomas Lee Devlin, in 1998, and tried to kill two 
neighbors, David Stewart and William Bryant Jr., 
who were both left with grave wounds.

Recalling the sense of fear that followed the 
random murder of McDermott last year, Lerner 
said his sentence of Covington - for three 
murders and two attempted murders - would halt 
"the circle of victimization." Covington is not 
eligible for parole.

Relatives of victims described to the judge the 
brutal impact of the murders on their lives.

The aunt of Odies Bosket, Dorothy Bosket 
Wright, came into the courtroom holding a folder 
with family photos - an enlargement from a 
Sunday dinner, a big group shot of Thanksgiving 
2004.

She said her family was tight. A dozen of them, 
including Odies' mother from South Carolina, 
came to the sentencing.

Her nephew, she said, was an attentive father 
who was on his way to pick up his then-3-year-old 
daughter at day-care. He never made it. At the 
Logan subway station, he was killed by Covington.



"You slaughtered Odies as if he was prey," 
Bosket Wright told the courtroom.

The lack of a motive has tormented the 
McDermott family, too. McDermott was killed at 
4:42 a.m. near Ninth and Chestnut Streets as she 
hurried to her job as an X-ray technician at 
Pennsylvania Hospital.

The shooting was caught on an outside security 
camera and aired repeatedly on television 
newscasts.

"It replays over and over in our minds," said 
Martin McDermott, the victim's brother. And to 
Covington, he said: "Did you watch yourself on 
the news?"

Angela Amarhanov, the 16-year-old daughter of 
Patricia McDermott, was overcome with rage as 
she tried to address the judge. Yelling at 
Covington, she said, "You can't even look me in 
the eye and see whose life you've taken!"

There were no relatives to speak on Covington's 
behalf. Defense attorney A. Charles Peruto Jr. 
noted that a brother wanted to come but was 
reluctant to appear at the courthouse because of 
his physical resemblance to his brother.



None of the murder victims knew Covington. An 
anonymous tip led investigators to Covington, 
who confessed to the McDermott, Bosket and 
Devlin murders.

Two other men had been wrongfully jailed for the 
shootings of David Stewart and William Bryant. 
They were released after ballistic tests linked 
bullets in those shootings to Covington's gun.

Assistant District Attorney Edward Cameron said 
all of the victims were targeted because 
Covington thought each was "the devil" and 
"doing things to him."

Covington used to work as a SEPTA bus driver, 
but later drove a truck for a medical waste hauler. 
One of his stops was Pennsylvania Hospital, 
where he used to see McDermott.

Peruto described his client as "severely mentally 
ill." He said Covington had a history of psychotic 
episodes going back 15 years. Peruto said he 
could hold down a job, even argue with neighbors 
and an ex-girlfriend "without shooting them."

But with his murder victims, he said, "he felt he 
had a mission to exterminate the devil." He added 



that because he saw himself as "the chosen one," 
he did not originally want to plead guilty.

When questioned by the judge, however, 
Covington said he was not currently taking 
medication or being treated for mental illness. 
Lerner sentenced him to the state correctional 
facility in Waymart, Pa., which houses inmates 
needing psychiatric care.

After the sentencing, the McDermotts and the 
Boskets lingered in the courtroom. The families 
had never met. The daughter of Patricia 
McDermott hugged the mother of Odies Bosket.

Standing in the cold outside the Criminal Justice 
Center to answer media questions, both groups 
said they took comfort in knowing that a serial 
killer had been stopped.

"We're glad justice was brought to us," Angela 
Amarhanov said.

Serial killer suspect went unnoticed PA - He lived 
in the shadows, emerging just long enough to be 
caught on videotape, a grainy predawn image as 
he shot Patricia McDermott in cold blood on a 
Center City street.



In that May 17 footage, McDermott, 48, an Elkins 
Park mother of two, is walking down Ninth Street 
near Market, her hands in her pockets, heading 
toward her job as a radiology technician at 
Pennsylvania Hospital.

He is right behind her, his baseball cap pulled 
low, matching her stride. He has followed her 
from the bus down the street. In a few more 
steps, he is beside her.

He puts a gun to her head. He pulls the trigger. 
He runs.

That would not be the sum of it - because she 
appears not to have been the first for Juan 
Covington.

Covington, authorities say, is a serial killer, but 
without the Hollywood glamour, the taunting notes 
to media or police, or even a distinguishable 
pattern.

Since he was charged with this killing on July 14, 
the tally has mounted. To date, Covington, 43, of 
the city's Logan section, has confessed to three 
slayings, including McDermott's, police said. They 
have linked weapons he owns to two other 
shootings, assaults that left the victims riddled 



with bullets but alive. He may be connected with a 
fourth slaying, and the disappearance of a woman 
who would not date him.

The litany has shaken many who live within the 
law: How, they wonder, could a serial killer be at 
large for so long - admitting to taking his first 
victim in 1998 and his last in May - without 
anyone knowing?

Because, Police Commissioner Sylvester M. 
Johnson said Friday, before Covington's arrest 
police saw little reason to make a connection 
between the killings and assaults. The victims 
came from different backgrounds, were shot by 
different weapons, encountered their assailant 
under different circumstances.

"These have been random shootings with no 
motives," Johnson said. "The hardest crime to 
solve is when there is no motive."

Covington had no police record and had done 
nothing to draw the attention of law enforcement. 
He held jobs - as a SEPTA bus driver for 18 
years, and then as a medical waste hauler visiting 
area hospitals.

Some neighbors described him as quiet and 



easily offended.

But on the surface, at least, as Johnson put it: 
"He acted like any other citizen."

• 

Those closest to him say they have long known 
that something was desperately wrong with 
Covington.

So wrong, in fact, that family members intervened 
in 2003 when Covington's son said he wanted to 
leave his mother's home and move into 
Covington's home.

His brother, James, stepped in during the ensuing 
family argument.

The relationship between the two brothers, which 
once was strong, deteriorated after James 
Covington took custody of the boy, now a 
teenager.

"It's like they became strangers," said Juan 
Covington's lawyer, Charles Peruto Jr.

Although James Covington and other immediate 
family members did not respond to requests for 



comment, Peruto said they have told him that 
Juan Covington's problems began in 1990, after 
the death of his father. Covington became 
depressed and began taking medication to offset 
his dark moods, Peruto said.

A few years later, Covington pronounced himself 
cured with no further need for medication. But his 
behavior soon became disturbing, the lawyer said.

Covington would don military fatigues, creeping 
around his neighborhood as if hunting quarry 
seen only by him. He would go days without 
bathing or grooming. One Christmas, he gazed at 
the family's decorated tree and said he thought it 
was moving.

He was convinced that people were trying to 
harm him. He told his brother he could not trust 
certain people because they were "possessed."

But did these feelings cause him to kill?

After his arrest, Covington told police he shot 
McDermott because the X-ray technician was 
stalking him and had exposed him to radiation.

And Covington told police he put 11 bullets into 
his cousin, the Rev. Thomas Lee Devlin, 49, in 



August 1998 because the Baptist minister was 
using "witchcraft" to cause him physical ailments. 
Still, he joined Devlin's brother, David, and 
mother, Mary, in mourning his victim.

"You should have been there," David Devlin said. 
"If he did it, he'd need an Academy Award for 
acting for his whole life."

Mary Devlin was less kind in a brief phone call 
Friday.

"That man done lost his mind," she said.

And then she hung up.

• 

Besides the slayings of McDermott and Devlin, 
Covington has also confessed to killing Odies 
Bosket, 36, in March, police said. Bosket was 
shot while en route to pick up his daughter from 
nursery school. His body was found at the bottom 
of the steps of the Broad Street Line's Logan 
station.

Another man, Morris Wells, 37, of North 
Philadelphia, was arrested in April and charged 
with murder. On Friday, the District Attorney's 



Office said it no longer believes that Wells had 
anything to do with the killing.

Bullets from the 9mm pistol that killed Bosket also 
shattered two other men in two separate assaults. 
David Stewart, 43, was shot nine times as he 
walked in Logan in May 2003. William Bryant, 33, 
was also shot nine times, as he walked in Logan 
one morning in April 2004.

On both occasions, the assailant stood over his 
victim and fired repeatedly. Both men survived.

But Stewart lost much of the use of his legs, 
which are in metal braces. He must use crutches 
to maneuver, and he still shakes and wipes away 
tears when discussing the shooting.

Bryant needs a wheelchair and has difficulty 
speaking. His mother cares for him and says her 
son has been recovering slowly.

Shortly after Bryant's assault, police arrested 
Clyde A. Johnson, 32, of Germantown and 
charged him with aggravated assault and 
attempted murder. Johnson, a social worker, has 
remained jailed ever since, awaiting trial.

Johnson's lawyer, David B. Mischak, said he has 



always believed his client to be "absolutely 
innocent."

"Anyone who knows Clyde Johnson was shocked 
by the allegations," Mischak said. "He was 
dedicated to helping people, not hurting people."

The videotaped horror that was McDermott's 
death was the breakthrough. Police no longer had 
to rely on human eyewitnesses prone to error. A 
camera outside the Market Street post office 
caught the killing.

During their analysis of other videotapes shot in 
the area that day, authorities spotted a man 
matching the description casually walking into 
Pennsylvania Hospital. He was wearing the same 
clothes.

"Once the picture was out and he was identified," 
police closed in, Commissioner Johnson said.

Investigators say they are eyeing Covington as a 
suspect in two other crimes.

In May 2004, Ann Yuille, a 25-year-old mother of 
five, was shot and killed. Her body was found in a 
lot near Ninth Street and Girard Avenue in North 
Philadelphia. Like McDermott, she worked in a 



hospital and may have encountered Covington on 
the job.

Brenwanda Smith, 24, was last seen by her family 
in February 1997. The Cheltenham woman was a 
SEPTA driver, like Covington, and he had a 
romantic interest in her, which she rebuffed. 
Before Smith disappeared, she and Covington 
had argued in a SEPTA yard in Hunting Park.

At his preliminary hearing Wednesday, a 
detective read from Covington's confessions. In 
them, he said he killed McDermott because "it 
was about me being a male… so I shot her when 
I had the opportunity."

Police say they have no idea how many more 
such "opportunities" Covington took.

As the investigation continues, Covington spends 
his days as a prisoner held without bail at the 
Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility in 
Northeast Philadelphia.

His status, a city prison spokesman said, is listed 
as "under special management."
 

Crimezz.net reported: Serial Killer Juan 



Covington Gets Life In Prison PA 
Accused Logan serial killer Juan Covington was 
sentenced to life in prison after entering a guilty 
plea Friday afternoon. It was an emotional day for 
family members of Covington’s victims who had 
the opportunity to confront the killer.

Covington entered a plea of guilty, but mentally ill 
and was sentenced to three consecutive life 
terms behind bars, leaving no chance for parole. 
Family members read victim impact statements 
hoping to obtain some sort of closure.

Covington was charged with the murders of 
Reverend Thomas Lee Devlin, Odies Bosket, 
Patricia McDermott and two shootings that left his 
victims permanently disabled. 

Investigators say Covington told them he 
murdered the complete strangers because he 
saw the devil in them. 

“In the beginning he didn’t want to plead guilty 
because he thought he did society a favor for by 
shooting these people, he could see the devil 
where we can’t. He believes that he is chosen, 
we’re not and now we’ve taken our guardian 
away,” said defense attorney A. Charles Peruto Jr.



Psychiatric experts are comparing Covington with 
“Son of Sam” slayer David Berkowitz and 
Milwaukee cannibal Jeffrey Dahmer.

By pleading guilty but mentally ill Covington will 
receive treatment for his mental illness while in 
jail.

“Covington is going to spend the rest of his life 
behind bars and as a family, knowing that, we are 
satisfied,’ said Martin McDermott, brother of 
murder victim Trish McDermott.

Juan Covington received three life sentences for 
his crimes. He pleaded guilty to all five crimes 
and avoided the death penalty. He is currently 
housed at State Correctional Institution – Greene. 
(Last updated: 14/07/2001 22:36:36)
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JULIE COVINGTON (3510). Born: 11 Sep 1946 
in Willesden, London. Father: Gladden, Ernest R 
(0). Mother: Moody, Elsie J (0).    According to UK 
Births, deaths & Marriages data, a Julie A 
Gladden was born Jul-Sep qtr 1946 at Willesden. 
Her mother's maiden name was Elsie L Moody 
(ref 4733) who had married Ernest R Gladden, 
born Oct-Dec 1918 in Marylebone, at Paddington, 
London in 1939. Furthermore, an Elsie L Gladden 
later married Leslie Ralph J Covington (ref 702) in 
Willesden in 1957. Ernest Gladden is believed to 
have re-married in Oct-Dec 1947 at Camderwell, 
London to Doreen J Goose with whom he had a 
further 2 daughters, Susan born 1948 & Janice 
born 1951. So this may be how she became Julie 
Covington, having been brought up by Les & 
Elsie, who died in 1965 and 1995 respectively, 
both in Brent, London.

Julie is a stage and screen actress and singer. 
She is most famous for reaching the top of the 
U.K. singles chart in 1976 with her definitive 
version of "Don't Cry for me Argentina" from the 
musical, "Evita". One year later, she was back in 
the U.K. charts again with an excellent version of 
the Alice Cooper song "Only Women Bleed" (#12, 
in December 1977). As one of the actresses 
starring in the music business series Rock Follies 
(1976), Julie had a further U.K. hit with "OK?" 



which reached #10. Other songs such as "(I Want 
to see the) Bright Lights", appearing on her album 
"Julie Covington Plus", were radio hits but no 
further chart action was forthcoming.

To view more images & You Tube videos of 
Julie's work, copy & paste this link into your web 
browser 
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Julie+Covington+
You+tube&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-
1&ghc=1&pq=julie+covington+you+tube&sc=1-
24&sk=&cvid=CFC82F1A195F453EB6955DA859
9541F3

A Facebook page "The Julie Covington 
Appreciation Society" can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/26355117077/a
bout

Julie attended the girls' grammar school 
Brondesbury and Kilburn High School in Kilburn, 
northwest London. Further education at Homerton 
College, Cambridge University. In late 60's, Pete 
Atkin urged her to pursue recording which led to 
late night TV music & satire programmes in the 
early 70's. Singer, Actress (Stage & Screen). 
Height 5ft 5ins. Brown Eyes. Was with Kate Feast 
Management, 43a Princess Road, London NW1, 
ironically Kate Feast is the ex-wife of the man she 



was living with in Apr 1977 according to an article 
in The Daily Express, 14 Apr 1977. In 1989 joined 
William Morris Agency (U.K.) Ltd., 31/32 Soho 
Sq, London, W1V 5DG.

The following notices appear in the Times Index; 
Interview & photo in Sunday Times, 21 March 
1976, Page 44c. Photo in Sunday Times, 11 July 
1976, Page 31. Article in Times, 15 July 1976, 
Page 9. Article in Times, 22 Sept 1976, Page 15. 
Photo in Times, 5 May 1977, Page 11. Photo in 
Sunday Times, 15 Jan 1978, Page 37. To appear 
in concert to raise funds to oppose Cambridge 
redevelopment scheme, Times, 14 March 1978, 
Page 2c. Photo in Sunday Times Magazine, 9 
April 1978, Page 73. Article in Times, 13 April 
1978, Page 7. Article, singing with ENO, Times, 
11 May 1978, Page 15f. Article in Sunday Times, 
20 August, Page 36. Performance & photo, 
Times, 23 Aug 1978, Page 11. Performance & 
photo, Sunday Times, 27 Aug 1978, Page 35h. 
Performance & photo, Sunday Times, 31 Aug 
1978, Page 8h. Photo in Times, 30 March 1979, 
Page 15. Performance & photo, Times 
Supplement, 1 April 1979, Page 14. Diary Note, 
Times, 7 Feb 1980, Page 16g. Photo in Sunday 
Times, 10 Feb 1980, Page 13e. Performance, 
Times, 14 Feb 1981, Page 8g. Diary Note in 
Times, 7 Sept 1982, Page 10a. Atticus note & 



photo, Sunday Times, 24 April 1983, Page 35c. 
Performance in "Ascendancy", Times, 29 April 
1983, Page 15c. Evita, Sunday Times, 1 May 
1983, Page 24g

Appeared with the Footlights and other groups, 
whilst at Cambridge. Toured the U.S. in the 
Oxford & Cambridge Shakespeare Company's 
production of A Midsummer Nights Dream in 
1968. Made her professional stage debut at the 
Round House 17 November 1971 in Godspell, 
transferring with the production to the Wyndham. 
At the Place, March 1973, played Marea Garga in 
In The Jungle Of Cities. Bankside Globe, Aug 
1973, Charmain in Antony & Cleopatra. Theatre 
upstairs, Dec 1973, Gale in The Pleasure 
Principle. Old Vic, Mar 1974, Iric in the National 
Theatre's, The Tempest. Lyttelton, July 1976, 
Janice in Weapons of Happiness, a National 
Theatre production. Riverside Studios, Jan 1978, 
Varya in The Cherry Orchard. Lyttelton, Apr 1978, 
Alice Park in Plenty. Coliseum, Aug 1978, Anna 1 
in The Seven Deadly Sins Of Ordinary People. 
Royal Court, Mar 1979, Edward & Betty in joint 
Stocks', Cloud Nine. Hampstead, June 1980, 
Shelly in Buried Child. Plenty by David Hare in 
1980 and a 1981 revival of Guys and Dolls. Her 
first film role was in The Adventures Of Barry 
McKenzie 1972 and her major television work 



was in Rock Follies (an ambitious and highly 
successful music drama series of 1975, with 
music by Roxy Music's Andy Mackay), Censored 
Scenes From King Kong & The Voysey 
Inheritance & Face the Music

She is described as having perfect pitch and her 
effective, unmannered, recognisably English style 
drew her towards Fairport Convention alumni. 
Vocalist on album of the Stage Show, Evita on 
MCA Records. Session singer on The Albion 
Band Album (Rise Up Like The Sun) 1978 
Harvest Records, Richard & Linda Thompson 
album (First Light) 1978 Chrysalis Records, Jeff 
Wayne's album (War Of The Worlds) 1978 CBS, 
Her own Albums have been Beautiful Changes, 
1971 Columbia SCX 6466, Julie Covington, 1978 
Virgin records V2107, re-released 1982 Fame 
Records FA 3041 (described as U.K. Folk-Rock, 
this album includes cover versions of Richard 
Thompson's "I want to see the bright lights 
tonight", Kate Bush's "The Kick Inside" (the 
following comment appears on The Kate Bush 
Encyclopaedia website, dated Apr 1980 "How did 
you meet Julie Covington?" - "I met Julie 
Covington through Jay. He is a friend of hers, and 
I've known her for a long time.") and John 
Lennon's "How"), and as part of a Rock Follies 
issuing Rock Follies, 1976 Island/Polydor 



Records and Rock Follies 77, 1977 Polydor, later 
renamed Nurds and released 1980 on Warner 
Brothers record label. Her major singles have 
been Don't Cry For Me Argentina, MCA 260, 
entered UK chart on 25 Dec 1976 and reached 
Number 1 on 12 February 1977 for 1 week, 
stayed 15 weeks in charts. Re-released 15 July 
1978 and reached number 63, 3 weeks. Only 
Women Bleed, Virgin VS 196, written by Alice 
Cooper, entered charts 3 December 1977, 
reached No.12 and stayed around for 11 weeks, 
and O.K? with Rula Lenska, Charlotte Cornwell 
and Sue Jones-Davies, Polydor 2001 714, 
entered charts 21 May 1977, reached No.10, 6 
weeks. Singles still available (Don't Cry For Me 
Argentina) July 1984 Old Gold Records and 
(Housewives Choice) Nov 1982 on BBC Records 
& Tapes. She was chosen by Tim Rice and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber for the title role of Evita in 
the stage version, but turned the role down for 
political reasons. She also disapproved of 
releasing the single.

The following musicians appeared on Julie 
Covington's own albums & Rock Follies; John 
Cale, Plas Johnson, Neil Larsen, Ian Matthews, 
Simon Nicol, Chris Spedding, Russ Titelman, 
Willie Weeks, Ray Cooper, Andy Fairweather-
Low, John Kirkpatrick, Trevor Lucas, Andy 



Newmark, Greg Prestopino, Richard Thompson, 
Gary Travers, Steve Winwood, Andy Mackay, 
Brian Chatton, Sadie Mackenzie, Chris Parren, 
Tony Stevens, Robin Williams, Ray Russell & 
Peter Van Hooke. Amongst others she has 
worked with David Essex, Herbie Flowers, Justin 
Hayward & Phil Lynott on Jeff Wayne's War of the 
Worlds

In the Times Saturday Review of August 19th 
1978, John Higgins writes; "Julie Covington takes 
a visit to the opera next Tuesday when she sings 
Anna I in ENO's new production of The Seven 
Deadly Sins, music by Kurt Weill and words by 
Bert Brecht, at the Coliseum. It shares a double 
bill with a revival of Puccini's Gianni Schicchi.

Although Miss Covington has never seen 
Schicchi, or any other Puccini for that matter, she 
has had a lengthy association with Brecht & Weill, 
which started 12 years ago, with an 
undergraduate performance of Happy End at 
Cambridge, where she was at teacher training 
college, and continued through an Edinburgh 
Fringe performance of Mahogany. Was it this 
which encouraged Michael Geliot, who is 
directing Sins for the English National Opera, to 
invite her to the Coliseum ?"



"I don't know. Perhaps he saw me in one of those 
performances, although I'm sure we had never 
met before he asked me to sing Anna. It was an 
irresistible invitation because I've always had a 
great deal of sympathy with those Brecht 
heroines, Jenny, Lilian in Happy End, Anna, even 
the Good Woman of Setzuan. They are all torn 
between their natural femininity and the need to 
be a clear, assertive person; they have to be 
tough in order to protect their softness, otherwise 
their self-expression will be dictated by outside 
forces.

"There was even once a plan for me to play in 
Brecht's The Jungle of the Cities. I was going to 
be a trapeze artist. But that never happened."

Julie Covington has certainly been careful to 
guard her own self-expression so far. In rehearsal 
she is a slight, almost waif-like figure in an outsize 
woolly, singing from the back of the orchestra. 
The personality comes in the voice, which cuts 
through Weill's percussion. Miss Covington is 
reputed to have perfect pitch: she certainly 
appears to have rapport with the conductor, 
Lionel Friend, who has worked his way up to the 
podium through Glyndebourne and a stint in 
Germany.



Does she any qualms in appearing in a house the 
size of the Coliseum ? "No. When I went on tour 
with the Oxford and Cambridge Theatre Group to 
the States some of the theatres we played in 
were barns. I was Peasblossom in A Midsummer 
Night's Dream and it was then I learned how to 
make myself heard. I don't think we'll need any 
microphones at the Coliseum. There was talk of a 
radio mike, which I hope I won't have to use. 
That's partly a matter of pride, although I know it's 
foolish to be proud, and partly a matter of sound. 
The audience should have the true voice. So at 
most we'll employ directional mikes at the front of 
the stage. "But don't lose sight of the fact that 
Seven Deadly Sins is really a ballet. (George 
Balanchine choreographed the first performance, 
with Tillie Losch as Anna II). Sue Davies dances 
Anna II and we've been rehearsing together. 
Indeed we do a few steps with one another, so 
I've been going to class every day. The last time I 
had dance lessons was when I was a little girl, but 
the teacher was always putting me down so I 
didn't stick at that very long. It's fascinating to 
work with dancers who, like singers have the 
rules laid down; they work at their technique daily, 
unlike actors who are far less disciplined."

Indiscipline is scarcely a charge to be levelled at 
Julie Covington, who has been careful to move 



her career between television, pop and the 
straight theatre, from Rock Follies to The Cherry 
Orchard at Hammersmith and Plenty at the 
National.

"I hate barriers. There's an awful purist thing 
going on in our time. In some ways Seven Deadly 
sins is like Rock Follies because it breaks those 
barriers down. In purely personal terms both give 
me a chance to sing and to act; less selfishly, 
there is a chance to reach new audiences. I've 
always refused to be typed as a singer or as an 
actress because I happen to like being both. 
Every time I finish a non-musical play I yearn to 
do music. So I shall go on singing and acting as 
long as energy allows.

"Peter Gill, who directed me at Hammersmith, 
taught me a great deal about the conservation of 
personal energy and about the need for repose. 
He is a very astute director: he lets you fly as an 
actor and then he pulls you back to earth. My 
mother would say that phrase was airy-fairy, but it 
isn't. That's Peter's skill, together with his ability to 
help you make the most of yourself and the 
strength you possess.

"A few months ago I went to a wonderful concert 
at the Festival Hall conducted by Sergiu 



Celibidache. He almost danced with the 
orchestra, he had tremendous enthusiasm. If you 
can transmit that then you can conquer an 
audience."

Will Julie Covington stay on next Tuesday at the 
Coliseum and see Gianni Schicchi, the second 
half of the bill, which also happens to deal with 
family finances ?

"Yes. I've started listening to Verdi and Puccini on 
record, but I've never seen an opera on stage. 
Time I put that right."

(The Times Index) (Who's Who In The Theatre) 
(Guinness British Hit Singles) (New Rock Record, 
Terry Hounsome 3rd Edition) (Music Master 
Record Catalogue 1988) (Date of Birth Courtesy 
of Chris Tarrant, Capital Radio Sep 1989). 

Extract from the official Julie Covington Website: 
Julie's career chronology:

  1963: Aegisthus in Giradoux's Electra, 
Brondesbury and Kilburn High School for Girls, 
London. 
  1967: Cambridge revue Under Plain Cover with 
Pete Atkin, Barry Brown, Mike Hodges, Alan 
Sizer. 



  1967: (June) Footlights May Week revue 
Supernatural Gas at Cambridge Arts Theatre and 
Oxford Playhouse. 
  1967: (August) Edinburgh Festival Fringe at the 
Lauriston Hall: The Complete Works (Footlights) 
and Kerry Crabbe's Someone is Squeaking 
(Cambridge University Theatre Company). 
  1967: While The Music Lasts, privately-pressed 
album with Pete Atkin -- songs by Pete Atkin and 
Clive James. 
  1968: (June) Cambridge Footlights again: Turns 
Of The Century. 
  1968: (August) Turn It On, Footlights revue, 
Robin Hood Theatre, Averham, Notts., broadcast 
3.9.68 on BBC-2. 
  1968: (August) Lauriston Hall, Edinburgh: 
Footlights Songbook, Revue Fly by Night, and 
Jenny Smith in Keith Hack's CUTC production of 
Brecht and Weill's Mahagonny, earning Julie the 
first Fringe Best Actress award. 
  1968: Brecht and Weill again, Happy End, 
directed by Keith Hack for Trinity Hall's Preston 
Society at the ADC. 
  1968: (December) Oxford and Cambridge 
Shakespeare Co.'s North American tour: Revue 
Strictly For Kicks. 
  1969: The Party's Moving On, another limited-
edition (99 copies) album of Atkin/James songs. 
With Pete Atkin. 



  1969: Hampstead Theatre Club -- cabaret with 
Pete Atkin. 
  1969: Pickwick Club -- deputised for Jon 
Hendricks of Lambert, Hendricks and Ross. 
  1969-71: Recorded first album for EMI (released 
1971), The Beautiful Changes -- more songs by 
Pete and Clive. 
  1970: Singles The Magic Wasn't There, Tonight 
Your Love Is Over. 
  1970-71: The LWT shows: The Party's Moving 
On; What Are You Doing After The Show? 
  1971: Godspell, Roundhouse, then Wyndham's, 
and original London cast recording. Single (1972): 
Day By Day. 
  1972: Blanche in Barry Humphries' Australian 
movie The Adventures of Barry McKenzie. 
  1973: Charmian to Vanessa Redgrave's 
Cleopatra in Antony and Cleopatra at Sam 
Wanamaker's Bankside Globe Playhouse. 
  1973: Created Janet in Richard O'Brien's The 
Rocky Horror Show, Theatre Upstairs at the 
Royal Court, London. 
  1973-74: Backing vocals on David Essex 
albums Rock On and David Essex. 
  1973-75: Presenter and storyteller on BBC TV's 
Jackanory, The Great Big Groovy Horse and Play 
Away. 
  1974: Sang Iris, Goddess of the Rainbow, in The 
Tempest, Peter Hall's first production for the 



National Theatre. 
  1975: Play Away album Hey You! With Brian 
Cant, Toni Arthur and others (BBC). 
  (date?): Passing By, Old Red Lion. 
  (date?): Made in Heaven, Granada TV. 
  1976/77 for 1978 release: War of the Worlds -- 
Beth in Jeff Wayne's album musical of H G Wells' 
classic story. 
  1976: Dee (Devonia Rhoades) in Howard 
Schuman and Andy Mackay's Rock Follies, 
Thames TV 
   (nominated for BAFTA Best Actress award). 
  1976: Rock Follies singles Glenn Miller Is 
Missing / Talking Pictures and Sugar Mountain / 
War Bride. 
  1976: Evita -- the original concept album of the 
musical by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
  1976/77, re-entry 1978: Don't Cry For Me 
Argentina, the No.1 hit single from Evita. 
  1976: Howard Brenton's Weapons of 
Happiness, National. 
  1976: Dotty in Tom Stoppard's Jumpers at the 
Lyttelton, National Theatre. 
  1976: 'Most Promising New Actress' Plays and 
Players London Theatre Critics' awards. 
  1977: Rock Follies of '77, Thames TV follow-up 
series. Hit single OK? / B.Side. 
  1977: Hit single Only Women Bleed. 
  1977: The Albion Band album The Prospect 



Before Us. 
  1977: The Mermaid Frolics, Amnesty 
International Gala Benefit with Pete Atkin and the 
Bowles Brothers Band. 
  1977: Britannia Awards: 'Most outstanding new 
British recording artist (female)'. 
  1977: TV Times award: 'Most exciting female 
singer on TV'. 
  1977: NME Poll: Top Female Singer. 
  1978: Alice Park to Kate Nelligan's Susan 
Traherne in David Hare's Plenty at the Lyttelton 
(NT). 
  1978: Julie Covington album on Virgin, prod. Joe 
Boyd / John Wood. Single I Want To See The 
Bright Lights Tonight. 
  1978: Backing vocals on Richard & Linda 
Thompson album First Light. 
  1978(-ish): Backing vocals on Kate and Anna 
McGarrigle album (Julie not sure which). 
  1978: David Mercer's Flint, BBC TV drama with 
John Le Mesurier. 
  1978: Recorded with the Albion Band for Rise 
Up Like The Sun. 
  1978: Guest on (BBC) Radio 1 Round Table, 
with Kid Jensen, Paul Gambaccini and John Peel. 
  1978: Varya in Peter Gill's production of The 
Cherry Orchard at the Riverside Studios, 
Hammersmith. 
  1978: Riverside Benefit Concerts with the Albion 



Band, Riverside Studios. 
  1978: ENO: Anna I in Brecht and Weill's The 
Seven Deadly Sins at the Coliseum. 
  1978?: Mrs Bradshaw, lead in Howard Barker's 
Victory, Royal Court Theatre. 
  (date?): The Pleasure Principle, Royal Court. 
  1979: Stephen Poliakoff's City Sugar, BBC 
Radio 3. 
  1979: Harley Granville-Barker's The Voysey 
Inheritance with Jeremy Irons, BBC1. 
  1979: Edward, Clive's (Antony Sher) son in 
Cloud Nine by Caryl Churchill, Joint Stock at the 
Royal Court. 
  (dates?): Joint Stock tours of UK and Ireland. 
  1979/81?: Kite Show, Cambridge Guildhall, with 
Pete Atkin, Clive James, Terry Jones, Michael 
Palin. 
  1980?: Shaw's Saint Joan, Arts Theatre 
Cambridge and subsequent tour. 
  1980: Buried Child, Sam Shepard, Hampstead 
Theatre Club. 
  (date?): Fall, Hampstead Theatre Club. 
  1980: An Optimistic Thrust, Joint Stock at the 
Young Vic and Royal Court. 
  1982: Sarah in Guys and Dolls -- Richard Eyre's 
Royal National Theatre Production, now revived, 
though without Julie. 
   But her original 1982 National cast recording 
has been re-released on EMI's MFP label: 



CDMFP 5978. 
  1982: A Shilling Life, BBC2 drama. 
  1982: Edward Bennett's film Ascendancy, 
played part of Connie Wintour.
  1984: Vivienne Eliot in Michael Hasting's Tom 
and Viv with Tom Wilkinson at the Royal Court 
(nominated for Olivier Best Actress); later (1985) 
to Joe Papp's Public Theatre in New York. 
  1986: Executive Stress theme song for Thames 
TV sitcom. 
  1987: Blanche in Neil Simon's Brighton Beach 
Memoirs, National at the Aldwych. 
  1988: Carol in Orpheus Descending by 
Tennessee Williams, Peter Hall at the Theatre 
Royal Haymarket. 
  1990 Marie in TV episode of Made in Heaven - 
Falling in Live.
  1992: Madeleine Harland in The Healer (G F 
Newman, BBC1 drama). 
  1994?: Theme song for Ghosts, Terry Johnson 
play in BBC 'Screen 2' series. 
  1997: Special guest at the first Monyash 
Festival. Stay tuned for news of next year's event. 
  1999: Appeared as mystery guest in TV Music 
Quiz, Never Mind the Buzzcocks
  2006: Samuel Johnson: The Dictionary Man in 
which she played Johnson's mother

Updated Dec 2016 -- much more to come on 



Julie. Regulars will see we've filled in quite a few 
of the gaps and uncertainties. Next comes the 
discography and picture gallery. Meantime any 
info or suggestions welcomed -- mail me. But 
please note I can't field personally all the 
questions you might have. If you need to know 
more, your best bet might be to join our Pete 
Atkin e-mail discussion group, where topics 
include Pete, Clive James and Julie, especially 
their songs. Pete is the musician who 'discovered' 
Julie's singing talent while she was at Homerton 
Teacher Training College, Cambridge in the 
1960s. -- Steve Birkill.

The Footlights Dramatic Club - Founded 1883. 
The obligatory famous members list includes: 
Jack Hulbert, Richard Murdoch, Jimmy Edwards, 
Cecil Beaton, Frederic Raphael, David Frost, 
Jonathan Miller, Leslie Bricusse, Peter Cook, 
Clive Anderson, David Hare, Richard Eyre, 
Eleanor Bron, John Bird, John Fortune (John 
Wood), Germaine Greer, Miriam Margolyes, Clive 
James, Tim Brooke-Taylor, John Cleese, Eric 
Idle, Graham Chapman, Bill Oddie, Graham 
Garden, Douglas Adams, Julie Covington, 
Shephen Fry, Hugh Laurie, Griff Rhys-Jones, 
Rory McGrath, Jimmy Mulville, Jan Ravens, 
Sandi Toksvig, Neil Mullarkey, Chris England, 
Andy Parsons, Henry Naylor, Nick Hancock, 



Emma Thompson, Hugh (Peter) Dennis, Steve 
Punt, Tony Slattery, David Baddiel, Morwenna 
Banks, Richard Vranch, Sue Perkins, Mel 
Giedroyc, Alexander Armstrong, Ben Miller

1977 NME Readers Poll returned the following 
Bests - 
  Album - Sex Pistols-Never Mind The Bollocks 
  Bass - Jean Jacques Burnel, 
  Best Dressed Lp - Sex Pistols-Never Mind The 
Bollocks 
  Discjockey - John Peel 
  Drums - Paul Cook 
  Event Of The Year - Death Of Elvis Presley 
  Female Singer - Julie Covington 
  Guitar - Jimmy Page 
  Instrumental Personality - Mike Oldfield 
  Klutz/Creep Of The Year - Freddie Mercury 
  Male Singer - David Bowie 
  Most Wonderful Humanbeing - Johnny Rotten 
  New Group/Most Promising - Tom Robinson 
  Piano/Keyboards - Rick Wakeman 
  Radio Show - John Peel Show 
  Single - Sex Pistols-God Save The Queen 
  Songwriters - David Bowie 
  Tv Show - The Old Grey Whistle Test 
  Vocal Group - Sex Pistols

Session Notes: Julie Covington - The Beautiful 



Changes (Album recorded 1969-1971)

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 14 Nov 1969 THE 
MAGIC WASN'T THERE, unk ac gtr; d.bs; p; 
Clem Cattini (d); tambourine; timpani; arr Nick 
Harrison 

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 24 Nov 1969 THE 
MAGIC WASN'T THERE, (o/d) unk 4 vlns; 2 
cellos; cor anglais; p (Nick Harrison on instr. 
Bridge); arr Nick Harrison (o/d) JC vocal

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 17 April 1970 IF I 
HAD MY TIME AGAIN, JC (voc) ; PA (p); Tony 
Campo (bs g)

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 28 April 1970 IF I 
HAD MY TIME AGAIN, (o/d) Lyn Dobson 
(sitar/flute)

EMI Abbey Road Studio 2 - 5 Oct 1970  ICE 
CREAM MAN, JC (voc); PA (p); Steve Cook 
(d.bs); Mike Travis (d); Henry McKenzie (clt); 
Duncan Campbell (tpt); Russell Davies (tbn); unk 
ten sax; arr PA

EMI Abbey Road Studio 2 - 5 Oct 1970  THE 
FRIENDLY ISLAND SONG, JC (voc); PA (p); 
Steve Cook (d.bs); Mike Travis (d); Henry 



McKenzie (bs clt); Duncan Campbell (flglhn); 
Russell Davies (tuba); unk fl; arr PA

EMI Abbey Road Studio 2 - 5 Oct 1970  FOR 
INSTANCE, JC (voc); PA (ac gtr); Steve Cook 
(d.bs); Mike Travis (d) (o/d) PA (2nd gtr + pno)

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 9 Dec 1970  WINTER 
KEPT US WARM & MORE IN ANGER THAN IN 
SORROW. Unk orch arr Don Fraser

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 12 Jan 1971  THE 
BEAUTIFUL CHANGES, unk orch arr Don Fraser

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 12 Jan 1971  HE 
JUST DON'T APPEAL TO ME, Alan Franks (tpt); 
unk clt; unk alt sax; unk pno; Brian Daly (ac gtr); 
Russell Davies (tuba); arr PA

EMI Abbey Road Studio 1 - 12 Jan 1971  DON'T 
BOTHER ME NOW, Brian Daly (ac gtr); same 
unk pno; Herbie Flowers (bs); Clem Cattini (d)

EMI Abbey Road Studio ? - 29 Jan 1971, JC var. 
Voc tracks for previous (2?) sessions

Morgan Studios - 15 Feb 1971  MY SILKS AND 
FINE ARRAY, Alan Parker (el g); Alan Hawkshaw 
(org); Herbie Flowers (bs g); Barry Morgan (d); 



arr Don Fraser

Spot Studios, South Molton St, W1 - 18 Feb 1971 
QUEEN OF LIGHTS & THE STANDARDS OF 
TODAY, JC (voc); Mike Maran (pno); unk el gtr; 
Brian Daly (ac gtr); Dave Bell (bs gtr); Kenny 
Clare (d); unk perc; 2 vlns; vla; cello; arr Don 
Fraser

Spot Studios, South Molton St, W1 - 18 Feb 1971 
THE ORIGINAL HONKY TONK NIGHT TRAIN 
BLUES, JC, PA, Russell Davies (voc); Mike 
Maran (pno); unk el gtr; Brian Daly (ac gtr); Dave 
Bell (bs gtr); Kenny Clare (d); unk perc

EMI Abbey Road Studio 2 - 12 March 1971 ICE 
CREAM MAN, JC (voc); PA (pno)

(THE MAGIC WASN'T THERE and IF I HAD MY 
TIME AGAIN were recorded for single release)

Programme for Under Plain Cover - Cambridge 
1967 - See Photo Library

"The Beautiful Changes … Plus" - CD Booklet 
Note by Pete Atkin 

There have been many singers who have turned 
out to be able to act quite well, and many actors 



who have turned out to be able to sing quite well, 
but nearly all of them have tended to remain 
primarily either one or the other. There aren't 
many who can be said both to act and sing with 
equal, independent conviction. But Julie 
Covington can. 

It's hard to think of many who could compete with 
her having received a London Theatre Critics' 
Award for Most Promising New Actress, a BAFTA 
nomination for Best TV Actress, and the award 
for Best Actress on the Edinburgh Fringe, within a 
very few years of also receiving a Capital Radio 
Music award for Best Female Singer, a Brit Award 
for Outstanding New British Female recording 
Artist, and a TV Times Award for Most Exciting 
Female Singer on TV, and of being voted Top 
Female Singer in an NME Poll. 

Equally, there aren't many chart-topping singers 
who have also appeared successfully as Lady 
Macbeth and Bernard Shaw's Saint Joan, not to 
mention in a whole string of plays by the likes of 
David Hare, Tom Stoppard, Sam Shepard, Caryl 
Churchill, Howard Brenton, Howard Barker, 
Stephen Poliakoff, many of which roles she 
created, many of them at the National or Royal 
Court Theatres. She was also the original Janet in 
The Rocky Horror Show, for instance, and the 



original Viv in Tom And Viv. And all of this without 
my even mentioning what she is perhaps most 
famous for. 

It was never going to take a major genius of the 
theatre to twig what an asset she'd be in just 
about any musical, and accordingly one of her 
earliest professional jobs was in the first London 
production of Godspell at the Roundhouse in 
1971, where she was understandably given 
perhaps the best song in the show, Day By Day. 

And then in 1976 she played Dee in Howard 
Schuman's Rock Follies for Thames TV, the 
highly original (and prescient) musical drama 
series about a girl group's adventures in the 
music business, which spun off into actual chart 
success - life imitating art. 

But perhaps even more than Rock Follies, it was 
Evita that made Julie really famous. With so 
much theatrical success since then, it's easy to 
forget that in 1976 Andrew Lloyd-Webber and Tim 
Rice still considered themselves to be primarily in 
the record business. Jesus Christ Superstar had 
been a concept double album first if not, 
eventually, foremost, and the same was true of 
Evita. Indeed, for a long time Evita looked even 
less potentially stageable than its predecessor, 



and it was probably the sheer impact of Julie 
singing Don't Cry For Me, Argentina - at first 
glance arguably not the most obvious number 
one single - which as much as anything prompted 
extra imaginative effort to be put into adapting it. 

In spite of the score's distinguished subsequent 
history, there are some of us for whom Julie's 
original version remains supreme, in its 
combination of her hair-on-the-back-of-your-neck-
raising vocal with the since-unequalled depth and 
sheen of the original symphony orchestra 
backing. 

It's a sublime-to-the-ridiculous jump for me to 
recall that the first time I met Julie and heard her 
sing was in my college room in 1966 when she 
responded to an ad on her college noticeboard 
and came to audition for a Rag Day revue which 
some friends and I were organising. I can't 
remember now if it was Bye Bye Blackbird or 
When the Red Red Robin Comes Bob-Bob-
Bobbin' Along that she sang for us off the top of 
her head, but, easy as it would be to apply 
hindsight to our reaction, I am certain it was 
entirely obvious to us all that we had struck 
unreasonably lucky. 

The group of us went on to join the Cambridge 



Footlights where we met, among many others, 
Clive James, with whom I eventually began to 
write songs, unquestionably inspired by the 
possibility of Julie's singing some of them. By the 
time we graduated we'd written enough to fill a 
couple of privately-pressed demo LPs which Clive 
and I then hawked around various music 
publishers. Having Julie singing our songs was 
not exactly a disadvantage, and at Essex Music 
David Platz and Don Paul picked up on this and 
took Julie and one of the songs to EMI Records. 

The resulting single of The Magic Wasn't There in 
January 1970 was our first commercial release - 
Julie's, and Clive's and mine. Hearing Julie in the 
context of a full, professional arrangement (I 
could never get enough of Nick Harrison's 
surging, choppy strings in the instrumental bit in 
the middle) was intensely exciting. The result 
seemed to Clive and me to be instantly and 
immensely commercial. I seem to remember it did 
indeed get quite a lot of airplay, but I guess Rolf 
Harris's Two Little Boys got more. 

But even though it wasn't a hit, The Magic Wasn't 
There had made enough of an impact for EMI to 
want Julie to make an album, and she paid us the 
huge compliment of choosing many of our songs 
for it. Unfortunately, none of them turned out to 



be the kind of commercial single that would help 
sell the album, and as a result The Beautiful 
Changes has for many years been almost 
impossible to find. 

If Julie hadn't almost immediately gone on to such 
notable successes, I might have felt guilty that our 
songs had blighted her prospects, but listening to 
the album again after 28 years (good grief!) I'm 
reassured that after all it's the sheer immediacy 
and richness of Julie's singing which still comes 
shining through most strongly. 

I'm thrilled that these recordings are available 
again, both for selfish reasons and because I 
think Julie's singing simply deserves to be heard. 
As well as musical ability, it requires a kind of 
acting skill to sing any song effectively, and the 
multiple talent that Julie brought so generously to 
all of these songs - not just Clive's and mine - 
was more than any songwriter has any right to 
hope for, let alone expect. (Pete Atkin, January 
1999)

In 1999, Julie appeared as a guest on the TV pop 
quiz programme "Never mind the buzzcocks" as a 
special guest. 

July 2001 visit to her website shows - Message 



from Julie: "Sorry I missed you. You can contact 
me via: 0207 828 7748" (Last updated: 
11/09/2020 15:03:24)
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JULIUS MACEO COVINGTON (22605). Born: 
during 1891 in U.S.A.. Father: not known (0). 
Mother: not known (0).   Died: during 1927 in 
U.S.A. aged 36.  Originally the Versatile Three, 
they were an Afro-American String group with 
members in th1 1920s were A. A. Haston, C. W. 
Mills, A. Tuck; Julius Maceo Covington (1891-
1927) joined to accompany them on a tour to the 
UK, where they became The Versatile Four and 
were known as "London's Favourite Society 
Entertainers". (Last updated: 14/07/2020 
00:01:03)
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KELLY COVINGTON (5783). Born: Aug 1974 in 
Long Island, New York Co NY. Father: not known 
(0). Mother: not known (0).    Kelly Covington 1st 
Album - Quiet Mind & Body on Johnnu Jazz 
Records, Cat.# 1001, Release Date: 04/21/97 

Kihei's own Jazz Diva Kelly Covington has finally 
released her own album - it's straight ahead Jazz! 
Featuring some fine renditions of jazz classics, 
there are also some Covington originals that 
stand up well on their own. Accompanying Kelly is 
Brian Cuomo, another of Maui's fine Jazz artists. 
We especially like her version of "An Occasional 
Man", as in "I got the sun to tan me, the palms to 
fan me, and an occasional man!" 

Songs: It Don't Mean A Thing, Caravan, Life 
Passes By , All The Things You Are, Speak Low, 
An Occasional Man, So Many Stars, Foggy Day, 
You Taught My Heart To Sing, What's Your 
Purpose, Blue Skies, Quiet Mind and Body

Kelly is a world-class singer, songwriter, 
musician, producer and arranger. She is one of 
Hawaii’s best kept secrets. Arriving on Maui in 
1982, Kelly has been a staple on the music scene 
ever since. You can usually catch her with her 
band “Raw Silk” working with the musical mastery 
of Fulton Tashombe in the convention circuit, 



hotel resorts, nightclubs, and restaurants.

She originally hails from Long Island, New York, 
where she honed her musical skills with her father 
Glen Covington who was a singer, musician and 
band leader. Under his wing and tutelidge, Kelly 
found inspiration for her musical career. She 
became the first African American lead in the 
musical “Annie Get your Gun” at her high school 
in Malverne, N.Y. and also the next year, in 
“Carousel”. While attending Fisk University, Kelly 
became a “Fisk Jubilee Singer” and traveled the 
country with this world-renowned spiritual 
acapella choir. After that she attended Nassau 
Community College in Long Island, N.Y. and 
continued her musical studies. While in New York 
she began to audition for Broadway plays 
unsuccessfully, so she moved on to be a lead 
singer for many different local bands. When 
tickets to San Francisco came with a job for 
singing back-up for recording artist with well 
known musician, producer, singer, songwriter, hit 
maker, Narada Michael Walden, Kelly left New 
York for new horizons. In addition to the studio 
work with Grammy Award winning producer, 
Walden and American Idol’s Randy Jackson, she 
also began singing at local clubs in the Bay Area. 

Then came another opportunity to move to 



Hawaii, where she began to work with many local 
artists on their recording projects and theatre 
productions. Finally, another opportunity arose to 
record her first CD with Johnny Jazz Records 
which is owned and operated by Johnny and Luty 
Johnston: “Quiet Mind and Body” was released in 
1997 and became her signature sound. Recently, 
Kelly has returned from San Francisco with her 
sophomore release entitled “Jazz at the Spa”, 
again working with Walden and other bay area 
musicians at his Tarpan Studios co-writing and 
producing. This record consists of music geared 
towards the island's many resorts and spas with 
one cross-over track entitled “I’m Feelin Me”, 
which is representative of island life.

Kelly continues to master and enjoy many 
different genres of music including R&B, Pop, Hip-
Hop, Rock and Soul while never forgetting her 
Jazz roots. (Last updated: 03/07/2018 17:37:56)
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KIRK LEIGH COVINGTON (5791). Born: about 
1950 in Midland, Midland Co TX. Father: 
Covington, Jerry (10309). Mother: Broussard, 
Doris Eloise (10542).    Kirk Covington Biography 
by Mike Haid - Kirk Covington has become 
recognized as one of the most versatile and 
dynamic drummers in the world. He is the "Wild 
Man From Texas" that jazz fusion audiences all 
over the world are talking about. His energy is 
infinite and his crowd pleasing personality and 
vocal ability have been a driving force in the 
success of the world renowned jazz fusion group 
Tribal Tech featuring guitarist Scott Henderson, 
bassist Gary Willis and keyboardist Scott Kinsey.

Coming from a musical family in Midland Texas, 
and being the youngest of five children, Kirk was 
encouraged to begin playing drums at age seven 
by his brother Kyle (who is now in demand as a 
guitarist in the Nashville scene). By age twelve, 
Covington was a full time 'garage band junkie'. 
"Kyle made me play 'Wipeout' for the older guys 
all the time, which probably explains my penchant 
for playing single strokes, or what I call blender 
fills".

Encouraged by his grandmother to play piano in 
his elementary years, Covington opted for sports 
instead and decided to stick to the drums, leaving 



the piano behind until his senior year of high 
school.

At age fifteen, Kirk was borrowing the family 
truck, and hauling his drum kit to rock 'n' roll and 
country gigs around the Midland, Texas region. 
"By virtue of my age, I was heavily influenced by 
sixties and seventies rock and was also 
introduced to jazz through my parents love of 
swing and big band. In those days you also had 
to sing if you wanted to land the really good gigs".

With little formal training, Covington entered the 
internationally renowned North Texas State 
University jazz program. He eventually landed the 
drum chair in the infamous Two O'clock Lab 
Band, a position that would also create many 
musical relationships with now famous players, 
including a young bassist named Gary Willis.

After college, Covington and Willis continued to 
work together in Condor , one of the most popular 
jazz fusion bands in the region. Condor released 
an album in 1981 on Inner City Records that 
spent 4 weeks at #2 on the European Melody 
Maker Jazz charts. Several notable drummers 
followed in Covington's footsteps in Condor, 
including Greg Bissonette and Mike Baker. By 
this time Kirk had developed a naturally powerful 



and very soulful vocal style that, combined with 
his ever growing skills as a drummer and 
keyboardist, quickly made him one of the most 
sought after players in the Dallas area. Being a 
vocalist, keyboardist, songwriter and drummer 
have also led to several national promotional 
spots, writing and performing corporate jingles 
and radio, TV spots.

Encouraged by the success that bassist Gary 
Willis and other North Texas musical associates 
found in relocating to Los Angeles, Covington 
decided it was time to pack up his family and 
make the big move. It was Covington's strong 
keyboard and vocal abilities that secured steady 
work for him in the first critical months. "Singing 
was really an unintentional thing for me" says 
Covington. "I've always been able to use it for its 
work value, but more and more I'm able to enjoy it 
as another avenue of musical expression".

In the spring of 1991, the jazz fusion band Tribal 
Tech began a search for a new drummer. They 
needed a player whose technique was as 
flawless as their own; a visionary player who 
could help carry Tribal Tech into the next decade. 
The search ended with Willis's old Texas friend 
Covington.



Covington's success in Tribal Tech has propelled 
him into the spotlight as the animated backbone 
of 'Tribal' shows world wide. His inventive 
drumming has been captured on the last three 
'Tribal' releases on Mesa / Bluemoon Records, 
Illicit ('92), Face First ('93), and Reality Check 
('95). A new Tribal Tech release is scheduled for 
summer '98 with a tour to follow.

Guitarist Scott Henderson has also recruited 
Covington onto his solo recording efforts. 
Henderson's Dog Party CD, released in '94, 
featured Covington on drums and also unleashed 
Kirk's vocal talents on seven tunes. Dog Party is 
Henderson's most successful recording to date, 
and was voted Best Blues Record of the Year by 
Guitar Player Magazine (Jan. '95 issue) even 
receiving more votes than B.B. King's Blues 
Summit. Covington can be heard locking down 
the groove on Henderson's most recent burning 
blues release Tore Down House on Mesa / 
Bluemoon released in April '97. 

Covington's successful endeavors with Tribal 
Tech have led him to the calling of another of the 
20th century's greatest guitar virtuosos, Allan 
Holdsworth. Holdsworth enlisted Covington, Gary 
Willis (bass) and pianist Gordon Beck for his most 
recent release titled None Too Soon . Modern 



Drummer Magazine Aug. '96 issue features A 
Different View with Holdsworth, in which 
Holdsworth speaks highly of Covington, 
commenting "I would really look forward to 
playing with him (Covington) in a context that is 
outside the one we just did" (which is straight 
ahead modern bebop). "I would love to have a 
chance to play with him on my own music".

Covington headlined the 1995 Montreal Drum 
Festival in which his inspiring performance with 
keyboardist Scott Kinsey and bassist Gary Willis 
brought the enthusiastic crowd to their feet. 
Modern Drummers May 96 issue exclaims, "The 
entire Drum Fest was brought to a dynamic 
conclusion with the performance the Kirk 
Covington trio". The Montreal Drum Fest was 
recorded and is available on CD. Covington's 
drum solo opens the CD followed by the Scott 
Kinsey composition "Foreign Affairs" which was 
first recorded on the Tribal Tech "Reality Check" 
album.

A 10 page feature story on Kirk can be found in 
the November '96 issue of Modern Drummer 
magazine with Bill Milkowski discussing Kirk's 
past, present and future ambitions along with his 
many prolific accomplishments.



Eclipsing all that Kirk Covington has achieved will 
be his much anticipated solo release which will 
feature the talents of guitarist Allan Holdsworth , 
bassists Gary Willis , as well as David Carpenter. 
Covington will incorporate his drumming, vocal 
and keyboard talents into a variety of musical 
styles that will be sure to astonish many of the 
followers of this"Wild Man From Texas". 

Kirk Covington is currently endorsing Zildjian 
Cymbals/Sticks, Yamaha Drums and Attack 
Heads. 

Appears on the Scott Henderson album - Dog 
Party. "Dog Party features Scott Henderson going 
back to his bluesy roots on this doggone concept 
record. Dog Party also features the vocal and 
drum talents of Kirk Covington, and a guest guitar 
solo by T.J. Helmerich. Jazz, total running time, 
55:49" - Produced by: Scott Henderson, © 1994 
Mesa Records
R2 79073. TRACK LISTING - Hole Diggin', Fence 
Climbin' Blues, Dog Party, Same As You, Milk 
Bone, Hell Bent Pup, Hound Dog, Dog Walk, 
Smelly Ol' Dog Blues, Too Many Gittars.

Wikipedia reports: Kirk Covington is a drummer 
best-known for his work with the jazz fusion group 
Tribal Tech. Born in Midland, Texas, he attended 



the highly-regarded North Texas State University 
College of Music where he met bassist Gary 
Willis, with whom he later joined Tribal Tech. 
Covington has also performed or recorded with 
other noted musicians including Joe Zawinul, 
Robben Ford, Allan Holdsworth, Scott 
Henderson, and John Humphrey.

Between 1998 and 2006 Covington toured with 
Scott Henderson and bass player John Humphrey 
as a trio. In 2003 they recorded Well To The 
Bone, as well as a live album in 2005. Covington 
continues to play with former Tribal Tech partner 
Scott Kinsey, is a member of the group Volto! 
Where he also plays keyboards, and in 2008 
formed his own trio, "Cpt Kirk", with keyboardist 
Scott Tibbs and bassist Rufus Philpot.

At time of his father's death in 2006 he was living 
in Burbank CA. (Last updated: 31/03/2010 
08:46:56)
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LAURA LYNNE COVINGTON (14297). Born: 16 
Feb 1982 in Greensburg, St Helena Parish LA. 
Father: Covington, Reggie (16771). Mother: 
Bridges, Sandra (16772).  Mar: 23 May 2009 in 
Louisiana LA to Matthews, Brad ().  Info from 
Britney Spears Biography: "The date was Dec 2 
1981, McComb Mississippi. A baby girl named 
Britney Jean Spears was brought into this world. 
17 years later, she would become the youngest 
female artist in recorded history to receive the 
Diamond RIAA status for selling over 10 million 
copies of her debut album. This is the story, of a 
talented girl from the bayous of Louisiana who 
had a dream…and accomplished it to its fullest 
extent.

Britney was a very active girl all the way from the 
start. She loved being the center of attention, she 
would dance, sing, kick and scream all over the 3 
bedroom cottage style house in her hometown of 
Kentwood, Louisiana. The Spears Family have 
always had a strong bond with the Covington 
family. The Covington family consists of Lynne's 
(Britney's Mom) sister Sandra and Britney's best 
friend and cousin Laura Lynne. Britney and Laura 
Lynne practically grew up together, they would 
play everyday, sing together, and even attend 
local talent competitions. Britney was 4 years old, 
and she was already showing the world the 



hidden talent she in a couple of years was going 
to unleash.look 

One sunny day coming back from riding the go-
carts, Britney would start singing to the radio, she 
would do this over and over again, until her mom 
one day told her, "Britney, you really can sing!". 
Lynne decided to do something about Britney's 
talent, and took her to sing in Church, where she 
was loved and cherished by everyone. 
Performing on stage, was just Britney's thing. It 
was all about her world and the world that was 
watching her. 

Years went by, and Britney's talent grew….she 
had her family a little bit sick and tired of all the 
singing. Lynne once said : "Britney would sing 
non-stop every single day to the point where it 
became annoying, and I had to tell her to stop". 
Britney began to show interest for gymnastics and 
as every mother in this world who wants the best 
for their little daughter, Lynne would drive Britney 
to the gym-clases which were one hour away 
from home. One day, Britney just felt that 
Gymnastics weren't her thing anymore, and it got 
momma Lynne worried. Later she realized that 
the reason why Britney couldn't do it anymore, 
was because she felt that she couldn't keep up 
with the rest, and when you start feeling that 



something just isn't your thing…..you stop. You 
decide what you want to do, Lynne said, and 
Britney reassured her that she didn't want to go 
back to gymnastics anymore.

Taking a step further in our time-line Lynne was 
already aware of Britney's talent, and she would 
take her to local talent and beauty competitions, 
where Britney won in some and lost in others. 
Lynne says that Britney got so sad after not 
winning a competition, which later just prooved 
that Britney would grow up to be a 
perfectionist…and there she is today. 

One afternoon Lynne was reading the newspaper 
and saw an ad that said they were making 
castings for the Mickey Mouse Club (MMC), a 
kids show that aired on the Disney Channel. 
Lynne decided to taker her there to audition, and 
that's what she did. Out of over 1000 kids that 
auditioned, Britney ranked in the top 6 finalists. 
Unfortunately, she was rejected, not because of 
the lack in talent, but because of her young age, 
9. One of the agents there saw that Britney wasn't 
just an ordinary girl, and decided to hook her up 
with an entairtainment lawyer in New York City, 
Larry Rudolph. 

The Spears family decided they were gonna do 



whatever it took to take Britney to that 
entairtainment lawyer and that meant taking their 
9 year old girl away from the small town of 
Kentwood (pop. 1200) and take her to the big city. 
The Spears did not have enough money to take 
the plane to New York, so they had to take the 
Amtrak (the name of the national railroad 
company in the US) and it took them over 2 days 
to get there. Once in New York Britney attended a 
performing arts academy where she learned how 
to sing, dance and act. When Britney turned 10, 
she got a role in the Off-Broadway play 
"Ruthless" where she played an evil little girl with 
a cute face. 

After spending a couple of summers in New York, 
Britney got homesick and returned back to 
Kentwood where she resumed her life as a 
normal girl. But now she was 11 years old, and 
Lynne decided to take her to audition for the 
MMC again, this time, she was accepted. Britney 
would become the youngest member joining Keri 
Russell , Justin Timberlake and J.C Chavez 
among others. At the MMC Britney got the 
opportunity to do the thing she loved the 
most….perform.

Unfortunately the MMC was taken down after 2 
years and Britney returned to Kentwood once 



again where she attended one normal year of 
highschool, had a boyfriend and was the Prom 
Queen. But Britney got bored, and wanted to go 
back to the spotlight once again, therefore she 
contacted that entairtainment lawyer again and 
she flew up to New York and auditioned for a girl 
group called "Innonsense". After giving it a 
second thought, Britney decided to go solo, and 
she auditioned for a set of executives at Jive 
Records, they loved her and signed her up 
immediately. Britney was sent to the Cheiron 
Studios in Stockholm, Sweden to record her 
debut album with Max Martin (Backstreet Boys, 
Bon Jovi) and Rami and later back to the U.S to 
work with Eric Foster White.

Jan 12 1999, Britney's debut album "Baby one 
more time" is released. The world is introduced to 
a new singing sensation who topped all the charts 
with her sexy catholic outfit video and single "Hit 
me baby one more time". Britney hit it big and 
started selling albums and remained on the 
Billboard charts for over a year and her album hit 
number 1 only a couple of weeks after it was 
released. Now Britney Spears had become a 
house hold name with over 30 million albums sold 
worlwide, and boy….she's here to stay".

Laura Lynne appeared in 3 TV 



movie/documentaries about Britney - In 2008 
"Britney: For the Record" (TV Movie 
documentary), 2005 "Britney & Kevin: Chaotic" 
(TV Mini-Series) & 2005 "Veil of Secrecy".

She set up The Covington Dance Company in 
2007 based at 111 W. Chestnut Street
Amite LA 70422

Website states (2021): "Laura Lynne’s mission is 
to provide professional dance instruction and 
instill an appreciation for the art of dance while 
encouraging students of all ages to excel to their 
fullest potential while having fun. She resides in 
Amite with her husband, Brad. They have two 
sons, Cade (9) and Cooper (3)." (Last updated: 
16/03/2021 15:37:07)
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LAWRENCE ARTHUR COVINGTON (1196). 
Born: Oct-Dec 1953 in Doncaster, Yorkshire. 
Father: not known (0). Mother: Taylor (0).  Mar: 
Apr-Jun 1976 in Stratford on Avon, Warwickshire 
to Bligh, Carol A (4833).  Possibly lived at 43 Elm 
Park Gardens, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 8RW 
in late 1980s,

Known as Larry, he is a highly distinguished UK 
Police Officer, who has served as UK Advisor 
Overseas for a number of years.

In Sept 1996 he was Vice Consulate in the US 
Foreign Consular Office.

According to The London Gazette 12 Jun 2004. 
"Detective Superintendent Lawrence Arthur 
Covington, Advisor to the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office on law enforcement in the 
Caribbean Territories & Bermuda awarded OBE 

In May 2013 The Cayman Eye News reported: 
"Larry Covington was the Foreign and 
Commonwealth official, who according to former 
Assistant Commissioner of the U.K. Metropolitan 
Police, John Yates, would provide on island 
oversight and guidance whilst he (Yates) would 
provide periodic reviews of the investigation.



The above is found in the judgment by Grand 
Court Justice Richard Williams in the case 
between Cayman’s Attorney General and ex 
Operation Tempura Senior Investigating Officer 
Martin Bridger – see iNews Cayman story 
November 18, 2013 “Tempura Judgment says 
records must not be made public” at: 
http://www.ieyenews.com/wordpress/tempura-
judgment-says-records-must-not-be-made-public/

Covington was here before the arrival of Senior 
Investigating Officer Martin Bridger’s team and 
Justice Williams said it would appear, “that the 
Metropolitan Police viewed their role was to 
review, advise and make recommendations, but 
that the immediate oversight and guidance would 
come from Mr. Covington.”

Stuart Kernohan, who was Cayman’s Police 
Commissioner at that time, had asked Covington 
to represent him in joint oversight of the 
investigation with John Yates and/or his team.

However, after Bridger’s arrival and as the 
operation moved forward, the Judgment indicates 
“Mr. Covington was removed from an oversight 
position and replaced by the governor, who acted 
in concert with Assistant Commissioner Yates.”



Speculation as to why Covington was removed 
has resulted in a press statement to the Cayman 
Islands media from the U.K. Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office: “Larry Covington’s role, as 
the law enforcement adviser for the Caribbean 
Overseas Territories and Bermuda, was to 
provide guidance and advice to the governor, the 
commissioner of police and the director for the 
overseas territories on the conduct of Operation 
Tempura. He had no operational role.

“As such, he was a member of the investigation’s 
strategic oversight group, which was formed to 
ensure that the investigation was conducted 
according to the agreed terms of reference of the 
investigation. Mr. Covington agreed to step down 
as a member of that group on Jan. 4, 2008, after 
he had been asked to provide a witness 
statement to the investigation team. This would 
have conflicted with his role in remaining on the 
Strategic Oversight Group.

“It is therefore misleading to suggest that he was 
removed for other reasons. After Jan. 4, 2008, Mr 
Covington had no involvement in any 
investigative decisions in relation to Operation 
Tempura."

On 6 Jan 2015 the following article appeared in 



the Cayman News Service "The man employed 
by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as its 
security advisor for the overseas territories also 
has his own private security company, which he 
appears to run from his home in Palmetto Bay, 
Florida, presenting a serious, potential conflict of 
interest.

The FCO has refused to comment on whether or 
not Larry Covington has permission to carry on 
his private business while acting as the territories’ 
security boss for the UK’s Caribbean jurisdictions, 
including Cayman, or why his consultancy 
business, Covington Advisory Services LLC, 
appears not to have been registered in 
accordance with the USA’s Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. CNS has, however, recently 
learned that, despite being a UK Diplomat, 
Covington has gained US citizenship.

A complaint about the controversial character, 
whose role in the Operation Tempura fiasco here 
in Cayman remains in question, has been made 
by a local criminal defence attorney. Peter Polack 
told CNS that he has raised his concerns in the 
public interest as he believes Covington could be 
breaching not only the British FCO’s rules but 
also US law on foreign agents and using his 
position to advance his commercial interests.



The UK government prohibits employees from 
engaging in secondary employment or using their 
official position to further personal interests but 
Covington is running a company which is directly 
related to his post with the British government. 
The local lawyer said he hopes the FCO will 
consider an enquiry into the matter. Polack has 
also filed a local FOI request to see if the Cayman 
Islands government, in particular the police, have 
used tax payers’ money to purchase services or 
security equipment from Covington’s firm.

Asked a number of questions by CNS about 
Covington, who is based at the Consulate 
General in Miami, the FCO refused to comment.
“We do not comment on individual staffing 
matters. We have strict rules about staff declaring 
outside interests such as accepting employment 
or engaging in business activities to ensure that 
there are no conflicts of interest,” a spokesperson 
stated but did not say if they were aware of 
Covington’s activities or whether or not he had 
permission.

Covington’s role with the FCO is opaque. While 
he is described as an advisor on security and 
policing for the UK’s Caribbean territories, it has 
never been made clear what that entails. 



Although Covington has reportedly visited 
Cayman, his visits have never been publicised. 
His name has, however, cropped up on a number 
of occasions and his role in the discredited 
internal Royal Cayman Islands Police Service 
(RCIPS) probe has recently been in question.

Covington is one of the individuals who, 
according to former Cayman Islands police 
Commissioner Stuart Kernohan, had been 
consulted on regarding the alleged break-in at 
local media house Cayman Net News, which 
triggered the ill-fated probe, which was led by 
Martin Bridger, the senior investigating officer in 
the case. Kernohan and another former senior 
officer with the RCIPS, John Jones, have both 
stated that Cayman Islands Attorney General 
Samuel Bulgin and the Cayman governor at the 
time, Stuart Jack, were all informed about the 
proposal to have staff at the newspaper enter the 
office after hours. The goal had been for the 
employees to find evidence they believe existed 
to show that a senior police officer was leaking 
important police information to the proprietor of 
Net News, the late Desmond Seales.

Covington was also said by the two former RCIPS 
top cops to have been involved in the meetings 
and conversations about the issue via telephone. 



While both the attorney general and the former 
governor have denied being consulted about the 
break-in, Covington has never commented on 
what he knew.

Bermuda Police Service article & photo (see pic 
file) 3 February 2016. Larry Covington OBE, 
awarded "For providing exemplary support and 
advice, along with numerous training 
opportunities for local police officers, to the 
Bermuda Police Service over a sustained period 
of time through the Overseas Territories 
Directorate of the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. Your personal 
commitment has created strong and reliable 
partnerships, and you have made significant 
contributions to the development of a high calibre 
of policing professionalism that assists our 
mission of Making Bermuda Safer."

In 2018 an article reported: "Florida-based United 
Kingdom government employee Larry Covington 
is fighting an attempt by Cayman Islands 
politician McKeeva Bush to compel his evidence 
for a 'malicious prosecution' lawsuit that Bush is 
pursuing in Cayman against that jurisdiction's 
former Governor, former Police Commissioner 
and current Attorney General. "



Central Chancery of the Orders of Knighthood, St. 
James’s Palace, London SW1 8 June 2019 
announced: "The Queen has been graciously 
pleased, on the occasion of the Celebration of 
Her Majesty’s Birthday, to give orders for the 
following promotions in, and appointments to, the 
Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George: 
C.M.G. To be Ordinary Members of the Third 
Class, or Companions, of the said Most 
Distinguished Order: Lawrence Arthur Covington 
O.B.E. 
Lately Law Enforcement Adviser for the 
Caribbean Overseas Territories and Bermuda. 
For services to the Caribbean Overseas 
Territories and Bermuda. (Last updated: 
25/04/2012 12:29:01)
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LEONARD COVINGTON (5693). Born: 30 Oct 
1768 in Aquasco, Prince George's Co MD. 
Father: Covington, Levin (5692). Mother: 
Magruder, Susannah (4145).  Mar: 22 Oct 1789 
in Aquasco, Prince George's Co MD to 
Somerville, Susannah (4169). 2nd Mar: 29 Mar 
1798 in Prince George Co MD to Mackall, 
Rebecca (3737). Died: 14 Nov 1813 in French 
Mills, Franklin Co NY aged 45.  Left school at an 
early age to the care of a widowed mother, he 
and a younger brother, received a good English 
education and made such acquaintance with the 
classics as the local institutions of learning of that 
day could impart. Nurtured in the midst of the 
U.S. revolutionary struggle for independence, it is 
probable that the scenes by which he was 
surrounded may have given that direction to his 
ambition and inspired that love of country which 
devoted him to her defence and controlled his 
latter destiny. 

Among the earliest recollections of his childhood 
was the watching from an eminence at his home, 
commanding an extensive view down the 
Patuxent, the predatory parties of the British 
soldiery, who in their boat excursions were want 
to ravage and plunder the estates bordering upon 
the river; the same point from which he witnessed 
the burning of the mansion of a near relative at 



Hallowing Point, opposite Benedict, by these 
marauders. 

Arrived at manhood and having grown to be a big, 
raw boned 6 footer who enjoyed running and 
wrestling, his country firmly established under a 
free government and with the prospect of a 
career of prosperity, he contracted an early 
marriage, and settled down upon his paternal 
acres in the avocation of a planter, that of his 
ancestors, with little expection that the career 
upon which he had entered would be changed to 
one of strife and perilous adventure.

His wife and first child died soon after 1790 and 
this tragedy gave him the wandering habit. Of 
those deaths, he wrote; " made a wreck of my 
domestic enjoyments and rendered distasteful my 
rural pursuits". He went to Philadelphia, dallied 
with the law and worked as an aide to Thomas 
Jefferson, then Secretary of State, splitting his 
time there and managing the family estates back 
home. Restless at 23, he entered the United 
States Army as a cornet of Cavalry on 14 March 
1792. 

Commissioned Lieutenant of Dragoons by 
General Washington in 1793 and volunteered to 
fight Indians with Gen. "Mad Anthony" Wayne, a 



cavalryman who learned military tactics and 
mastered several Indian languages. While moving 
about in the northwest frontier, Covington struck 
up a close relationship with Merry Rivers, a 
beautiful, young, half-Irish, half-Indian maiden, 
whose father built forts for the Army. She 
travelled with him for several years and "cared for 
Covington's clothes, cooked meals and took care 
of his manly needs".

He scouted for Wayne, located sites for forts, and 
at two major battles, Fort Recovery and Fallen 
Timbers, Miami, distinguished himself in battle. 
Wayne praised him in official reports for his 
"courageous, forceful" deeds and leadership. For 
his energetic charges, jumping over obstacles as 
in a steeple-chase, Indians gave him a name and 
reputation: "The Wind of Wayne". While Wayne 
was negotiating, Covington continued to go 
scouting for fort sites and settlements but 
returned to find that his love, Merry Rivers, had 
died of a summer fever. Although promoted to a 
captaincy he resigned 12 September 1795 to 
engage in further agricultural pursuits and politics 
back in Maryland. 

2nd Marriage; c.1798 to Mackall, Rebecca & had 
6 children, not all names known. He did some 
surveying for Jefferson, his old boss, and was 



sometimes a guest at Mount Vernon. Farming 
was not always prosperous when tobacco prices 
fell, and its production wore out the land.

Covington and his brother kept looking for "a land 
of promise" even while he, the good Jeffersonian, 
served both for the Marland Senate and the 
House of Representatives. The frugal Covington 
didn't like Annapolis or Washington, judging from 
his letters, which complained about too much 
spending, too much drinking and gambling, and 
too much "swish-swish" from powdered ladies. 
"Those epicurean Gents not faithful to their wives 
will fritter away their marriages, rob their children, 
and break down the foundation of their existence".

He had been a member of the State House of 
Delegates for many years and was elected as a 
Democrat to the 9th Congress (4 March 1805 to 3 
March 1807), but he was a man of the outdoors, 
the frontier. He was appointed by his friend, now 
President Jefferson as Lieutenant Colonel of the 
regiment of Light Dragoons on 9 January 1809 
and as Colonel on 15 February 1809, the only 
such regiment in the military. That year, he 
moved his family to the frontier of Mississippi and 
bought a plantation near Natchez that he called 
"Propinquity" in 1810 because it was close to his 
base. Property has been owned and occupied for 



several generations and is still occupied by the 
family of Jane Long, called "Mother of Texas." 
House has original wallpaper, etc. and is still a 
site visited as part of the Natches Garden 
Pilgramage tour.

Was in command at Fort Adams on the 
Mississippi in 1810 and took prossession of Baton 
Rouge and a portion of West Florida, making 
these years his best. He was training troops, 
skirmishing with Indians, surveying the wild 
country in Alabama and Florida, battling the 
Spanish, living outdoors, but able to return to his 
wife and plantation.

When war was declared on Britain he was called 
back to Washington, ordered to the northern 
frontier and appointed Brigadier General by 
President Madison on 1 August 1813. He didn't 
like it but never flinched from an order. From 
Baltimore, he wrote to his brother "I long for 
victory and return to the embrace of my sweet 
family … If you must worry, do so about the 
strange gods of war". In November 1813 he was 
part of an invasion army of 8,000 men on 300 
boats that had started at Sachets Harbour, N.Y, 
and floated down the St Lawrence River amid the 
Thousand Islands. To move around dangerous 
rapids, the army had to land several times, and 



then back again to the water. Canadian Militia, 
with their Indian allies, resisted. Covington, the 
cavalryman par excellence, helped beat back 
these nipping attacks.

On 11 November 1813, the Americans ran into a 
combined British-Canadian force, some 1,500 in 
all, near Williamsburg, Upper Canada, Ontario, 
some 70 miles from Montreal. The Battle of 
Chrysler's Field was fierce, one-fifth of those in it 
were killed or wounded. Covington led an attack 
on the enemy's right flank and helped drive them 
back. He was still on his horse urging his men 
forward against a second line of defence when a 
sharpshooter from a farmhouse shot him through 
the body. He fell where he always fought, at the 
head of his men, and survived but two days 
before he died at Frenchs Mills, New York on 14 
November 1813. The campaign designed by Gen. 
James Wilkinson to capture Montreal, proved to 
be a dismal failure and all were turned 
back.During his final 48 hours he lamented to his 
aide-de-camp Lt. Col. Winfield Scott and others, 
that he had to die so far from his wife, his six 
children and his brother. 

His last words were recorded as being 
"Independence forever". He was buried at French 
Fields, where Fort Covington, N.Y. was 



established by the Canadian border and named 
after him. Seven years later his remains along 
with those of other fallen veterans were removed 
to Sackets Harbour, Jefferson County, New York, 
on 13 August 1820 and the place of burial is now 
known as Mount Covington. 

Covington, Louisiana; Fort Covington, New York; 
Covington, Kentucky; Covington, Georgia; 
Covington, Ohio; Covington County, Alabama; 
Covington, New York; Covington, Pennsylvania 
and Covington County, Mississippi, are named 
after him.

“Fort Covington Namesake Died Leading 
Troops” - article by Erik M Zissu - Times Statt 
Writer

FORT COVINGTON - A British sharpshooter 
leveled his weapon and shortened the life of 
Brigadier General Leonard Covington 176 years 
ago.

“He fell where he always fought, at the head of 
his men, and survived but two days," according to 
a serialization of a work by historian Leonard 
Jamison.

General Covington was killed while on horseback 



leading his brigade in what has come to be known 
as the Battle of Chrysler's Field, which was fought 
in nearby Upper Canada Village on Nov. 11,1813. 
The anniversary of that battle this year coincided 
with Veterans Day.

Fort Covington, previously named French Mills, 
was named after the general who was brought to 
the shores of the Franklin County town where he 
died. But the body of General Covington was 
taken to Sackets Harbor in Jefferson County, 
along with the bodies of his aides who had also 
fallen during combat, on a barge in 1821.

Today, the location of the general's grave, as well 
as that of Gen. Zebulon Montgomery Pike, who 
were the only generals to die during the War of 
1812, remains unknown.

Historian Robert J. Brennan who says he has the 
most complete records of military cemeteries in 
Sackets Harbor, said it is uncertain whether the 
grave of the Maryland-born general will ever be 
located. But he has been trying to interest a 
newspaper in Covington, Kentucky, in starting a 
drive to place a marker at Sackets Harbor 
commemorating the general and his courageous 
leadership.



Despite this project, the acts of General 
Covington have been revived somewhat by the 
placement of historical markers around Fort 
Covington in recent years.

And in 1987, the Fort Covington Sun published 29 
excerpts from Mr. Jamison's work about the little-
known general Fort Covington Town Historian 
Jacqueline Harvey supplied several pieces of this 
historical writing that illuminates the general's last 
days and his death:

Through the fall of 1813, the American Army was 
battling the British and their fleet, a Canadian 
militia and various Indian bands. General 
Coviington participated in several of these 
conflicts that raged on both present-day U.S. soil 
as well as on the Canadian side of the St. 
Lawrence River.

On Nov.10, 11 days after the general's 45th 
birthday, a contingent of soldiers and an 
accompanying flotilla moved down the river near 
Upper Canada Village. That night, the soldiers 
were forced to lie on their weapons to keep them 
dry from a heavy rain. Voicing apprehension 
about the ferocity of the engagements up to that 
point, the soldiers forced General Covington to 
address them regarding their duties.



“We have no choice but to onward because 
without independence and liberty, there would be 
no choice," the general is supposed to have said.

Whether these words had a calming effect on the 
soldiers, the brigade was up in the morning and 
continued to march along the St. Lawrence River 
toward Chrysler's Field. The British also 
advanced as the opposing sides reached the 
field. General Covington was not required to 
participate in the battle, but did so to aid the 
American approach.

As he rode with his men into the fight, General 
Covington moved toward the British artillery. After 
pushing them back from the left side of the attack, 
he attracted the attention of a group of 
sharpshooters who were holed up in a house on 
the field.

"At this critical moment, while bravely leading his 
men, he was shot through the body. His fall 
disconcerted the brigade and a shower of grape 
shot at that moment scourged it severely," one 
account of the battle reads.

From the battlefield, the general was brought 
across the river and up the Big Salmon River to a 



house in French Mills Three days later, he died 
and was buried, only to be later taken to Sackets 
Harbor where the regiment was stationed.

In 2007 there is to be a new headstone at Mount 
Covington Demetery to commercate his death 
(courtesy of Gary O'Dell - Odellcaptain@aol.com)

The following US locations were named after him:
Covington, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, New 
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia
Covington County, Alabama, Mississippi
Fort Covington, New York
Covington Theological Seminary in Rossville, 
Georgia. (Last updated: 19/02/2023 15:24:15)
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Lucy COVINGTON (11416). Born: 24 Nov 1910 in 
Nespelem Community, Okanogan Co WA. 
Father: Freidlander, Louis T (0). Mother: Moses, 
Nellie (0).  Mar: during 1936 in Washington WA to 
Covington, John J (11423). Died: 20 Sep 1982 in 
Washington WA aged 71.  She was an activist for 
Native American emancipation and a member of 
the Colville tribe which has a reservation in north-
western Washington State. Covington was the 
granddaughter of the last Colville chief (Chief 
Moses) to be acknowledged by the tribe.

Political activism
In the 1950’s, termination became the 
governmental policy when dealing with Indians, 
and officials were describing the procedure as 
“Indian emancipation from oppressive 
supervision.” However, the reality of the situation 
was much darker because termination would 
entail the loss of tribal land which was essential to 
Colville and Native American Identity. When the 
termination bill for the Colville was proposed, 
Covington saw that her tribe was in danger of 
losing what she viewed as the Indian’s most vital 
asset. Through the use of self-determination she 
waged a war on the government and the 
termination bill.

One problem Covington faced from the beginning 



of her struggle was the fact that many tribal 
members thought that termination would be 
“modern and productive.” She had been on the 
tribal council since 1956, and many other 
members favored termination. Instead of giving in 
to governmental pressure, Covington went to 
great lengths to protect tribal lands. 

She sold some of her cattle (a vital component of 
her livelihood considering she lived on a ranch), 
and used the money to fund her repeated trips to 
Washington, D.C. where she fought to prevent 
Senator Henry M. Jackson of Washington from 
passing the termination bill. Covington utilized 
unique methods and strategies to gain support for 
her cause. With her magnetic personality, she 
organized younger members in the tribe to assist 
in her efforts, and even helped create a Colville 
newspaper titled Our Heritage. This helped raise 
awareness for her campaign and also stood as a 
dedication to Indian culture. Whenever a tribal 
council member would present an outline for 
termination to Congress, Covington protested, 
and in 1968, she created an anti-termination 
platform for the tribal election. She enlisted the 
help of the Menominee leader Jim White to speak 
to her tribe about the actual effects of termination, 
and after all of her lobbying, anti-termination 
advocates won a majority of the seats in the 



election.

Covington had successfully changed her tribal 
mindset, and the new council stamped out the 
termination bill for good in 1971. Through 
individual activism and determination, Covington 
helped keep Colville tribal sovereignty intact, and 
her persistence halted the liquidation and 
dismemberment of the Colville reservation.

Legacy
After the termination struggle, Covington “worked 
with characteristic determination to protect tribal 
rights and resources, develop tribal services, 
govern the reservation for the benefit of tribe 
members, and promote inter tribal cooperation.” 
Not only was she an example of Native American 
self-determination in action, she was a founder of 
the movement itself, and her efforts (along with 
Ada Deer and other civil rights leaders) 
engendered a shift of U.S. policy from termination 
to independence and autonomy. When she was 
seventy-one years old, Lucy Covington died of 
pulmonary fibrosis. (Wikipedia) (Last updated: 
16/03/2021 15:37:07)
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MARTHA WALL COVINGTON (5757). Born: 4 
May 1819 in Richmond Co NC. Father: 
Covington, William Wall (5745). Mother: 
Covington, Mary Smith (11334).  Mar: 5 Apr 1838 
in Anson Co NC to Gathings, James Jackson (). 
Died: 8 Jun 1870 in Covington, Hill Co TX aged 
51.  Know as Sister. Husband was Col James 
Jackson Gathings. They mhoved to Monroe MS 
around 1848, then to Hill Co TX in 1850. They 
had 13 children. Was buried in the Covington 
town cemetery. Martha was remembered as a 
devout woman who was instrumental in founding 
the Methodist Church in Covington TX.

JJ Gathings purchased thousands of acres of 
land near what is now the Covington townsite in 
Hill Co TX. He established a large and successful 
farming and ranching concern, initially based on 
slave labour, and set aside 100 acres of his ranch 
for a town, which he named for his wife, Martha 
Wall (Covington). Lots were offered free to 
families who would establish homes, build a 
school, and prohibit the manufacture and sale of 
alcoholic beverages. Gathings's generosity was 
due in part to his desire to open a retail center for 
his other business, a factory that produced 
saddles, boots, wagons, flour, clothes, and almost 
any other item needed by settlers. (Last updated: 
02/08/2021 16:21:15)
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MARY ANN COVINGTON (2506). Born: 31 Mar 
1815 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: Covington, 
Berrill (2505). Mother: Hodges, Elizabeth (4216).  
Mar: 17 Dec 1846 in St Louis, St Louis Co MO to 
Stratton, Joseph Albert (). 2nd Mar: 21 Oct 1855 
in Ogden, Weber Co UT to West, Chauncey 
Walker (). Died: 5 Oct 1908 in Ogden, Weber Co 
UT aged 93.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Emigrated to the U.S.A, arriving in New York in 
1842, then to St Louis, where she married Joseph 
Albert Stratton (b 11 Sep 1821, d 28 Oct 1850) 
and onto Nauvoo IL, where she worked for the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. She then subsequently 
travelled to Utah with her husband in the Daniel 
Spencer/Perrigrine Sessions company.1847 (185 
individuals and 75 wagons were in the company 
when it began its journey from the outfitting post 
on the Elkhorn River about 27 miles west of 
Winter Quarters, Nebraska). 

At some point, Joseph Stratton left Utah because 
he is seen crossing the plains again in 1850 with 
the Wilford Woodruff Company.

By then she had become the 2nd wife of Chancey 
Walker West. He would go on to marry a further 7 
woman, including her sister Sarah Elizabeth 



(3468), on the same day, another Mary Ann 
Covington (1819) and & Susan Hannah 
Covington (1716). In total he sired 35 children. 

Buried 7th Oct 1908 at Ogden, Weber, Utah, USA 
(Last updated: 01/04/2001)
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MATT COVINGTON (14685). Born: about 1962 in
 U.S.A.. Father: not known (0). Mother: not known
 (0).    Soul singer has realesed the following 
Albums - Matt Covington, 	ZIP (11)		 2012. Singles
 & Eps: I'm So In Love With You 1983, Naked To
 The World  (12") 	1983, We Got One 		1992, We 
Gotta Live Together, Baby I'm For Real, all on 
April Records. Compilations: Philly Devotion - The
 Solo Singles  (CDr, Album, Comp), 	Essential 
Media Group 	2011. (Last updated: 06/02/2009 
13:36:12)
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MATTHEW D COVINGTON (25684). Born: 15 
May 1980 in Fort Worth, Tarrant Co TX. Father: 
not known (0). Mother: not known (0).    Is an 
American speleologist, most known for his work in 
hydrogeology and geomorphology, especially in 
the field of mathematical modeling of karst 
systems, as well as by his contribution to Cueva 
Chevé project in Mexico, since 1999.

He was born in Fort Worth, his father is an 
electrical engineer, and his mother is a middle 
school teacher. After high school in Fayetteville 
(1998) he graduated in physics (The Trebuchet: 
Physics, numerics, and connections to millennia 
of human activity) and philosophy (Quantum 
mechanics and libertarian free will) at the 
University of Arkansas in 2002. In 2008 he 
completed his doctoral study in theoretical 
astrophysics at the University of California in 
Santa Cruz, with the thesis: The production and 
evolution of scaling laws via galaxy merging. After 
PhD he pursued a postdoc study with a grant by 
NSF. In 2010 he completed it and started another 
postdoc in Postojna, Slovenia, also supported by 
NSF.

Covington grew up in a caving area, the Ozark 
Mountains, and first visited a cave at the age of 6. 
He became quite interested in caving at about 14, 



at 15 he read the National Geographic report 
about Bill Stone's expedition to Huautla cave 
(NG, September 1995) which was decisive for his 
later caving, and at 16 he joined the Boston 
Mountain Grotto in Fayetteville. At first it was 
recreational caving in the neighbourhood, the first 
expedition he took part in was to the Tongass 
National Forest in Southeast Alaska in the 
summer of 1999. (Wikipedia entry) (Last updated: 
16/03/2021 15:37:07)
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MICHAEL AARON COVINGTON (5558). Born: 14 
Sep 1957 in Valdosta,  Lowndes Co GA. Father: 
Covington, Charles Gordon (7250). Mother: 
Roberts, Hazel (25686).  Mar: 25 Jul 1982 in 
U.S.A. to Mauldin, Melody (25685).  Educated at 
Clare College, Cambridge. M. Phil 1978. Books 
include Astrophotography for the Amateur 
(Cambridge Univ Press) 1985. Had a letter 
published by The Times on 5 April 1978, written 
31 March 1978, voicing concern that National 
Front activists expelled by the National Union of 
Railwaymen would automatically lose their jobs in 
the closed shop Rail industry. 

Although himself anti-National Front he felt this 
deprived people of their civil rights because of 
their political views. He cites the McCarthy era as 
an example and ends with the statement. "We 
have to play fairly, even if our enemies don't. 
Fighting facism with facism will not work." (The 
Times 5/4/1978, Pge 17 Col g)(Cambridge 
University List of Members up to 1978)(Library 
details 522-63 Feltham & Hounslow ANF, Shelf 
ALNSC)

Details of Michael Covington’s published works 
as extracted from his Web-site

AI-1994-02 (Available by FTP), Michael 



Covington. Discontinuous Dependency Parsing of 
Free and Fixed Word Order: Work in Progress. 
This paper briefly notes how to extend DDP 
(Report AI-1990-01) to handle fixed as well as 
variable word order, and then briefly analyzes 
some aspects of its psychological reality and 
suggests improvements.

AI-1994-01 (Available by FTP), Michael 
Covington. An Empirically Motivated 
Reinterpretation of Dependency Grammar. This 
paper reviews the dependency grammar 
formalism, presents evidence that stacked N-bar 
structures are required, and the proposes a 
reinterpretation of dependency grammar to make 
it compatible with the evidence.

AI-1990-01 (available by FTP), Michael A. 
Covington. A Dependency Parser for Variable-
Word-Order Languages 
 
AI-1992-03, Michael A. Covington, GB Theory as 
Dependency Grammar
 
Dr. Michael A. Covington, Associate Director, 
Artificial Intelligence Center, The University of 
Georgia. LaTeX macros for linguists and 
Astrophotography for the Amateur



My credentials: Senior Member, Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers. Education: 
B.A. (Linguistics), summa cum laude, University 
of Georgia, 1977. M.Phil. (Linguistics), Cambridge 
University, 1978. Ph.D. (Linguistics), Yale 
University, 1982

Current research: Defeasible logic in embedded 
control (microcontrollers). Research on language 
for electronic commerce. Research on natural 
language processing (several topics). Research 
on computers in historical linguistics. Other 
research in linguistics. Research on Prolog and 
logic programming.

Other academic interests: Computer typesetting, 
TeX, LaTeX. Microcontrollers and 
microelectronics applications. Computer ethics 
and security. U.Ga. Computer ethics policy 
developed under my chairmanship.

Consulting areas: Prolog programming language 
and related technology. Computer processing of 
human languages. Specialized microcomputer 
applications and interfacing. Computer ethics and 
security policy development. 

My research: Defeasible logic in embedded 
control. Defeasible logic is a system of reasoning 



in which rules have exceptions, and when rules 
conflict, the one that applies most specifically to 
the situation wins out. This paper reports a 
successful implementation of a defeasible logic 
system on a PIC micro-controller via a truth table.

Paper in PostScript - NEW - The Georgia 
Microcontroller Software Archive. 

Language for electronic commerce - I propose a 
new type of language for electronic commerce 
(LEC) in which transactions are put together by 
combining meaningful elements, much as a 
programming language encodes algorithms, 
rather than by filling in data fields on a 
predesigned form.

Such a language is preferable to existing codes 
such as X12 and EDIFACT because of its greater 
versatility.

Papers in PostScript: "On Designing a Language 
for Electronic Commerce" - "Speech Acts in 
Electronic Communication, KQML, and X12"

Computers in historical linguistics - An algorithm 
to align words for historical comparison. This is 
the first step in a computer implementation of the 
Comparative Method. Paper will appear in 



Computational Linguistics in early 1997.

Paper in PostScript: Natural language processing. 
Natural language plurals in database queries. 
Paper in PostScript: Discontinuous dependency 
parsing: work in progress. Other work: A 
dependency parser for free-word-order 
languages. Prolog and logic programming. Prolog 
Programming in Depth by Michael A. Covington, 
Donald Nute, and Andre Vellino. Textbook with 
emphasis on practical software development. 
Published by Prentice-Hall in 1996. Some copies 
of the previous edition (1987) are available from 
the University of Georgia; for information, email 
aspaul@uga.cc.uga.edu.

Natural Language Processing for Prolog 
Programmers, by Michael A. Covington. Textbook 
with emphasis on practical software development. 
Published by Prentice-Hall in 1993.

Information about 1995 ISO Prolog standard. 
(FTP library) GULP 3.1, an extension of Prolog 
for unification-based grammar.

Preprocessor for handling feature structures, 
such as case:nom..number:plural, in Prolog 
programs. Efficient Prolog: a practical guide



Other linguistics research: An empirically 
motivated reinterpretation of dependency 
grammar on the nature of the adjunct relation)

GB theory as dependency grammar. Paper 
presented at the 1992 International Congress of 
Linguists.

Dependency grammar mailing list. Dependency 
grammar is the analysis of syntactic structure by 
means of word-to-word links rather than phrasal 
trees.

His Home Page quotes the following:

Return to Artificial Intelligence, Michael A. 
Covington, Ph.D., Writer/Consultant. Ph.D. 
(Linguistics), Yale University, 1982. Associate 
Research Scientist, The University of Georgia. 
Senior Member, Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers. Contributing editor, 
Electronics Now Magazine. Contributing editor, 
Visual Developer Magazine

Consulting areas: Computer security and ethics. 
The Internet is everywhere -- and with it, 
numerous opportunities for abuse, fraud, and 
harassment. Does your company or institution 
have an acceptable-use policy for its computer 



network? If so, is it detailed enough to answer 
users' questions, and is it ethically and legally 
sound? Common mistakes include leaving 
important rules unstated or giving a computer 
technician the job of judge, jury, and executioner 
in computer abuse cases.

I can come to your site and work with your 
administrators and lawyers to develop an 
acceptable-use policy, an incident-handling plan, 
and a user-education plan. With suitable 
preparation this can often be done in two days, 
including two talks for large audiences (one for 
users, one for administrators who will have to 
handle incidents). I led the team that developed 
the acceptable-use policy for The University of 
Georgia, which is now a widely used model.

Prolog programming language: Prolog is a logic-
programming language widely used in artificial 
intelligence, natural-language processing, and 
intelligent databases. The services I can provide 
include: On-site instruction: An intensive Prolog 
course in three 8-hour days or (preferably) five 5-
hour days, to get programmers up to speed in this 
new language. The course is based on the book 
“Prolog Programming in Depth”, of which I am 
principal author, and includes hands-on exercises.



Programming services: If you've bumped into a 
Prolog programming problem, large or small, let 
me help. If your algorithm doesn't seem to fit the 
Prolog language, there's probably an efficient 
Prolog implementation just waiting to be 
discovered. An internationally recognized expert, I 
can work at your site or telecommute.

Computational linguistics/Natural language 
processing: If your software involves computer 
processing of human languages, I can help. 
Services include evaluation of existing products, 
design, and programming assistance.

Electronics and computer interfacing - Gadgeteer 
for hire: Do you need to interface your PC to your 
toaster (or an industrial machine)? I can design 
custom hardware and software to bridge small 
gaps and make the impossible possible. Services 
include analog and digital design, custom-
programmed microcontrollers, PC interfacing, and 
DOS and Windows 95 programming. Simple 
solutions to complex problems are a specialty.

Consulting terms: Working at my site: $75-
$150/hour depending on nature of work. Working 
at your site: $1000/day plus expenses.

Message 1: Re: 7.1016, Sum: Journal 



proliferation: pro & con Date: Thu, 11 Jul 1996 
16:44:27 EDT
From: Michael Covington 
<mcovingt@aisun1.ai.uga.edu>
Subject: Re: 7.1016, Sum: Journal proliferation: 
pro & con

“I want to second M. Meechan's point that 
publishing in a journal, even a minor one, is better 
than just circulating papers to friends.

One peculiarity of linguistics compared to some 
other fields is that in linguistics, relatively few 
journals are considered respectable, and 
publishing in a "bad" journal can allegedly lower a 
person's reputation. Early in my career, I was 
warned not to publish in certain journals.

That is an unfortunate situation because it leads 
to people leaving their work entirely unpublished. 
It would be better off to make it available, even in 
the humblest journal. That's what journals are for. 
New journals are welcome, as long as they don't 
charge outrageous prices.”

Michael A. Covington, Artificial Intelligence Center 
The University of Georgia Athens, GA U.S.A. 
Unless specifically indicated, I am not speaking 
for the University.



On his Daily Notebook he wrote in Nov 2006: 
"Veterans' Day - 
Happy Armistice Day! I recently told my 
daughters: 

You are descended from a long line of brave 
men. Your father survived Yale Graduate School. 
Your grandfather won a Distinguished Flying 
Cross in World War II. And your great-grandfather 
[Charles Covington, 1898-1972, (see ref 7429] 
was so tough that on the day he was drafted for 
World War I, the Germans gave in and signed the 
armistice! "

Michael & Melody have 2 daughters, Catherine 
Anne Covington & Sharon Elizabeth Covington, 
birth dates not known. (Last updated: 16/03/2021 
16:06:28)
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NEHEMIAH COVINGTON (5675). Born: about 
1628 in Huntingdonshire. Father: Covington, 
Thomas (6477). Mother: Ann (6478).  Mar: about 
1648 in Northampton, Baltimore Co MD to 
Vaughns, Mary (4030). 2nd Mar: July 1667 in 
Spring Hill, Scotland Co NC to Ingram, Anne 
(4936). Died: 2 May 1681 in Somerset Co MD 
aged 53.  According to many Covington 
researchers, Nehemiah was the first Covington to 
reach America, however, I believe William 
Covington of Harrold Bedfordshire, ref 3345, 
emigrated in the early 1640s to Virginia making 
him the first. Some sources suggest Nehemiah 
first arrived in U.S. in 1652 before returning to 
England shortly after having had a brush with the 
U.S. law for being a "single man" and was fined a 
quantity of tobacco. He then returned 10 years 
later in 1662 with his pregnant wife and 6 children.

However many of these sources are contradictory 
with regards to dates, so I have included here a 
number of versions of similar stories for the 
reader to decide which is most believable. 
Certainly the biggest myth expressed by 
researchers into Nehemiah is that he came from 
Coventry, Huntingdonshire, England. This is 
untrue as the only Coventry in England is in 
Warks (now West Midlands). However the village 
of Covington can be found in Huntingdonshire so 



this may be the cause of the confusion.

Another source suggests the following: 
"Immigrated into Virginia in 1647, a colorful 
individual whose life has been well documented in 
many Delmarva ( Delaware) genealogies. From 
being accused of 'thieving cheese' and 'defaming 
a woman' on the eastern shore of Virginia, as an 
indentured servant to High Sherriff in the new 
county of Somerset, in ye new province of 
Maryland." 

Listed under patent of Nicholas Waddilow and 
Stephen Harsey in 1647, who acquired 400 acres 
of land at Dawes Creek. Headrights for the 
transportation of eight persons into the Colony all 
whose names are in the record mentioned under 
this. Patent to have and to hold which payrémt is 
to be made seven years after the date hereof or 
not before 13 July 1647: Nehemiah Coventon, 
Margaret Nortan,
Edward Southerne, Nicholas Waddelow, Alice 
Stewardson, Ann Jackson and 
Taby Northon.

In September 1649 Nicholas Waddelow applied 
for 300 acres in Northampton County on 
Occhanock Creek. The following names appear 
on this patent:



Edward Morris, Wm.Stanley, John Thompson, 
Thomas Key, George Hall and Nehemiah 
Coventon.

Signed the Oath to the Commonwealth Mar, 25, 
1651 at Northhampton Co. Va. Record for 
Province of Maryland 1662 stated Nehemiah 
Coventon entered the Province of Maryland with 
wife and six children and four servants.

In 1666 and 1674 was sworn in as Constable in 
Somerset Co. 

1st wife born c.1626, died Apr 1667 at Great 
Monie. 2nd wife was a widow, she died 1678 in 
Maryland. He was a Stone Mason, Grist Mill 
Builder (see his owl's head trademark registered 
in 1663) & Tobacco Planter. First report of his 
name appears in Cavaliers & Pioneers: Abstracts 
of Virginia Land Patents & Grants, 1623-1666 by 
Nell Marion. Said to have been transported to 
Northampton County by Stephen Horsey and 
Nicholas Waddelow 13 July 1647. He signed 
engagement of loyalty to Commonwealth of 
England, March 1651/2. Was before court and 
fined, March 1652/3 for "incontinency before 
marriage" and in April 1653, appeared before 
court on account of trouble he was having with a 
person to whom he was evidently an indentured 



servant. Nehemiah went to Monie section (later 
Somerset County, Maryland) in 1662, bought 
cattle from Thomas Leister on 4 June 1666, 
settled 300 acres called Covington's Vineyard on 
north side of Great Monie Creek in November 
1674, stating his age as about 46 years. He 
married his 2nd wife Anne Ingram July 1667 who 
was the widow of Robert Ingram, they had been 
transported together to Maryland in 1664. Robert 
had died before July 1666 and they had had 3 
sons, John, James & Robert. Nehemiah and 
Anne were married by William Thorne Justice of 
the Peace, Somerset County.

Family Tree History via Internet search

1. Nehemiah Covington b. cir 1628, Covington, 
Huntingdonshire, England, m. (1) Mary _____, d. 
cir 1667, buried: Great Monie Hundred, Somerset 
Co, MD, m. (2) ?? Jul 1667, Anne Ingram. 
Nehemiah died ?? ___ 1680/1. He's listed under 
the patent of Nicholas Waddilow and Stephen 
Harsey in 1647 (Patent Book. 2 Folio 109 & 177 
Archives, Richmcnd VA) and under the patent of 
Nicholas Waddilow in 1649. Nehemiah signed the 
Oath to the Commonwealth 25 Mar 1651 in 
Northampton Co, VA. In 1662, with his wife and 
children, he immigrated to Somerset Co, MD, 
where he acquired a patent to 300 acres of land 



on the north side of Monie Creek in 1663/4 
(warrants Liber 4 Folio 139 Hall of Records 
Annapolis). He called his land "Covington's 
Vinyard." In 1666 and 1674, he was sworn in as 
Constable in Somerset Co. Nehemiah was a 
prominent Quaker.

According to information provided to me by 
Martha Beth Wells she has seen a copy of the 
deposition with his signature, the double owl mark 
(two big O's with a horizontal line above) in the 
original records of the Northampton County VA 
Courthouse in Eastville VA

Some further contribution from Jean LaCoss 
<jclacoss@earthlink.net> in 2006 suggests the 
following:

 "Nehemiah (b 1628) was a Quaker and refused 
to contribute to the Church of England. Therefore, 
he was brought into court many times and fined, 
once specifically for fornication before marriage, 
once for stealing for which he was fined and 
received "12 lashes on his naked shoulder." He 
then moved to Maryland in 1662. One report said 
he married a Quaker and the Church wouldn't 
recognize his marriage and he was thus lashed 
for 'fornication'."



According to "Covington Genealogy Records by 
Pauline H Jenkins & Antoinette H Covington - a 
more detailed report of the April 1653 court 
proceedings as follows: "Apri l 1653, For as much 
as I t appeareth to the Court by the deposition of 
John Hinaman and Sara his wife and the 
confession of Nehemiah Coventon that he robbed 
Mrs. Jane,wife of Capt. Thomas Johnson and 
taken from her a (considerable number) of 
cheeses and most slanderously defamed the said 
Mrs. Jane Johnson as proved by suffecient 
testamony. It' s therefore ordered for his robbing 
and slander that the aforementioned Nehemiah 
Coventon shall receive upon his naked shoulders) 
twelve lashes well applied and Nehemiah 
Coventon shall make payment 200lb. Of tobacco 
for the cheeses,for this day he be found guilty as 
confessed. - Executed this day 28 April 1653 

Nehemiah Coventon had warrant for seven 
hundred acres dated the four and twentieth of 
September one thousand six hundred sixtyatwo 
granted by Randell Reveil and John Eizey giving 
him time to make good his rights which he enters 
in the office for six hundred acres and one 
hundred acres being by him let fallen the names 
of the rights as follows: himself, Mary,his wife, 
John, Nehemiah, Jane, Margaret, Sarah,end 
Katherine Coventon his children - Robert Hardy, 



Oliver Hale, John Greene, and Elize Jones, his 
servants upon which rights the said Coventon 
demand new warrant. Warantee for Six hundred 
acres dated 18th of May, ref 18th of November 
1665 (warrants Liher 7 Folio 562 Hall of Records 
Annapolis Md.)

Jury of Enquest, Hall of Record 1666/67 - On 27 
November 1655 "Nehemiah Coventon was 
sworne this day constable" and on January 29, 
1666/7 were added to ye Jury of Bnquest & 
sworne in Courte: the "Jury of Enquest sworne 27 
November 1666 and whose number was enlarged 
January 1666/7, was the first Grand Jury 
summoned and sworne for Somerset County." 
This Jury of Enquest was directed to hold a 
meeting at the house of Thomas Poole,in 
Manoakin, on the south side of Back Creek; 
(*Somerset Court Liber O 1 Folio 34, 39,40,41 & 
51 Prineess Anne Maryland)

Deed 167/69 - Nehemiah Covington Sr. of 
Somerset County and Ann, his wife of the one 
part and John Covington of aforementioned 
County, Planter and Nehemiah Covington Jr. of 
the other part wittneeseth that said Nehemiah 
Covington and Ann his wife for good and valuable 
consideration them moving and five men servants 
already received and in hand paid by John 



Covington and Nehemiah Covington Jr. 
for"Covingtons Vineyard" lying and being on the 
North side of Great Howie, building, garden, slave 
quarters for the sum of six thousand pounds of 
tobacco to be received. Date.2 January 1670/69, 
Signed Nehemiah Covington & Ann Covington 
(Liber M_A3 Folio 425 Hall of Records Annapolis 
MD)

Will 17 day of January 1679/80 - Nehemiah 
Covington, Planter made will: Signed by he; 
Nehemiah Coventon - To wife Ann Coventon, I 
leave all of my property and estate to dispose. 
(Liber E B 5 Folio 125 wills Somerset County, Hall 
of Records, Annopolis Mary1and) (Last updated: 
21/06/2021 12:41:25)
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NICOLE COVINGTON (20773). Born: about 1983 
in Detroit, Wayne Co MI. Father: not known (0). 
Mother: not known (0).    SKY Covington is a 
singer-songwriter who has been writing and 
performing most of her life. Her music is as 
fascinating as her head and hair styles - which 
range from a full afro to a shaved head. All are 
accented by her signature beaded forehead and 
nose. Born and raised on the west side of Detroit, 
like many free-spirits, she had an unconventional 
but impressionable start.

She left home and married at 15, and when the 
marriage fell apart, she turned her heart fully 
toward her craft.

By 19, she was committed to living the life of a 
musician. She spent three years traveling the 
states and the globe, making work and art 
however and wherever seemed like the right path.

Eventually she landed in New Orleans where, 
with the help of fellow poet-activist John Sinclair, 
she settled into a residency at the Audubon Hotel. 
At the urging of her mother Sky returned home in 
the late Spring of 2005.

Though primarily known for Jazz, Sky spans 
multiple music genres. She has won numerous 



awards including "Outstanding Jazz Vocalist" at 
The Detroit Music Awards in 2012, 2013, 2014 
and 2016 and Detroit Black Music Awards "Best 
Jazz Vocalist in 2010.

Discography, Albums: Urban Fairy Tales (2011), 
Reflections Of A Lazy Brain (2015), Club 
Crescendo, Vol. 1 (2015) (Last updated: 
03/09/2018 15:47:20)
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PRESLEY MASON COVINGTON (15091). Born: 
24 Jun 1869 in Rockingham, Richmond Co NC. 
Father: Covington, Thomas Jefferson (16194). 
Mother: Thrower, Susan Anne (19960).  Mar: 25 
Dec 1890 in Cascilla, Tallahatchie Co MS to 
Martin, Anne Ophelia (15092). Died: 31 Dec 1942 
in Jasper, Walker Co AL aged 73.  Obituary reads 
"Jasper Minister Rev Covington Who Helped 
Organize Many Churches Passes Away

Rev. PM Covington, of Jasper, a Nazarene 
preacher who has taken a leading part in 
organizing churches of his faith in Mississippi and 
Alabama for many years, died suddenly and 
unexpectedly last Thursday afternoon.

Rev. Covington and his wife drove out the Curry 
road Thursday afternoon to get some pine knots 
to make kindling, and parked their car in the 
woods near the road. Rev. Covington became 
desperately ill and unable to drive his car, Mrs. 
Covington tried unsuccessfuly to flag down 
passing cars. Finally the driver of a lumber truck 
stopped and drove the Covington car to Jasper; 
Mrs. Covington had gotten her husband into the 
car. He died near Oak Hill cemetery.

Funeral services, in charge of Rev. H.H. Hooker, 
were held at the Jasper Nazarene church 



Monday, at 11 a.m., and interment was in Oak 
Hill cemetery, A.B. Legg and Sons directing.

Surviving are the wife and a large family of 
children, Mrs. Susie Avout, Mrs. Lucy Kelley, Mrs. 
Esther Milton, Mrs. Lottie Senn, Mrs. Irene 
Davidson, Charles Covington, Robert L. Beavers 
Covington, Mrs. Anna Mae Evans, Mrs. Earline 
Hill.

Rev. Covington was born at Rockingham, N.C., 
June 24, 1869. He came to Jasper from Cascilla, 
Mississippi in 1910. Prior to coming to Jasper he 
served two years as superintendent of the 
Mississippi District, which he helped organize. He 
served a pastor of the Jasper Nazarene Church 
and served three years as superintendent of the 
Alabama District. Although he served as pastor of 
many churches after his arrival in Jasper in 1910, 
Rev. Covington claims Jasper as his home from 
1910 until the time of his death. 

He served as pastor of churches at Jasper, 
Nauvoo, Watts Chapel, Haleyville, Dora, Shiloh, 
Lockhart, Hickory Grove, Calera, Sylacauga, 
Hartselle, Greenville, Millport, Sardis and Pine 
Grove." (Last updated: 23/08/2012 08:04:26)
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PRISCILLA COVINGTON (1740). Born: 17 Jan 
1839 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: Covington, 
Berrill (2505). Mother: Hodges, Elizabeth (4216).  
Mar: 27 Apr 1856 in American Fork, Utah Co UT 
to Thornton, Thomas Ephraim (). Died: 7 May 
1916 in American Fork, Utah Co UT aged 77.  
One of the original Utah Mormon Pioneer 
Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Christened: 31 Mar 1839 at Bedford. Travelled to 
Utah with family on the Abraham Owen Smoot 
Company (1852). Buried at American Fork 
Cemetery, Utah, USA (Last updated: 01/04/2001)
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RICHARD COVINGTON (3249). Born: 8 May 
1819 in Southwark, London. Father: Covington, 
James (5254). Mother: Allsop,Mary Ann 
Beauchamp (4229).  Mar: about 1841 in London 
to Rhodes, Anna Charlotte (22463). Died: 25 Oct 
1882 in Honolulu, Honolulu Co HI aged 63.  
Christened: 6 Jun 1819 at Southwark St Saviour.

The Covington House historic cabin in 
Vancouver, Washington, was built by Richard and 
Charlotte "Anna" Covington born, raised and 
married in London, England who travelled by ship 
around Cape Horn/South America, stopping at 
the Sandwich Islands/Hawaii and finally arriving 
at Fort Vancouver in the Oregon Territory, where 
they had been hired to teach children of the 
Hudson's Bay Company employees. 
 
The first three "plains" of the area were held by 
Hudson Bay Fur Trade Co. whereas the fourth 
"plain" was opened up for public sale as property 
north of the Columbia River became part of the 
United States, the government gave newly 
acquired land to early pioneers, willing to settle 
and farm the land. The Covingtons taught at the 
Fort immediately after their arrival, 1846 until 11 
April 1848 when they entered "donation land 
claim" No. 43 640 acres (2.6 km2) in the Fourth 
Plain area, the community now referred to as 



Orchards, WA, where they built their home, 
House No. 16 and Boarding School, per the 1850 
census. 

Although they never had any of their own 
children, the couple established a boarding 
school in addition to operating a large fruit farm, 
called the Kalsus Farm. The children slept in the 
cabin loft, as it was an arduous seven – eight-mile 
trek, one way, north east of the Fort and wrought 
with danger for small children to attempt to travel 
alone. 
 
The Covington's log cabin soon became known 
as the social center of hospitality with musical 
entertainment in the early days of Vancouver on 
the Columbia River. Besides his guitar, they also 
brought a violin and the first piano to the Pacific 
Northwest as well, they also taught music to 
many of these local children at that time. Richard 
Covington was extremely talented, in addition to 
building their log cabin home, and developing an 
expansive orchard, he served in several offices 
as a justice of the peace, county clerk, school 
superintendent, cartographer, artist, musician, 
vocalist, and briefly as a ranger during an "Indian 
uprising" First Nations/Native Americans
 
The inscription on the marker in front of the cabin: 



"Erected 1848 by Richard and Anne Charlotte 
Covington on Fourth Plain. Boarding school was 
conducted herein in 1850. This building housed 
first piano in the Oregon Country and was center 
of social activity in entire region". 

U.S. Army Captain (and future President) Ulysses 
S. Grant was quartermaster at what was then 
known as Columbia Barracks at Fort Vancouver, 
for 15 months beginning in September 1852 – 
1853. During this time, he was known to ride 7–8 
miles by horseback to visit the Covington home, 
to enjoy some semblance of familial life.
 
Richard Covington was elected Clark County 
school superintendent in 1862 and 1863. In 1867 
he received an appointment to work in the United 
States Patent Office, under the administration of 
their friend and then President of the United 
States Ulysses S. Grant, so they sold their farm, 
in January, to William C. Hazard for $2,100 and 
moved to Washington, D.C. At the time of their 
departure, they gave their piano to a friend who 
eventually gave it to Nan Maynard Rice years 
later. In 1967, Miss Rice, in turn, gave the piano 
to a local historical society. The Covingtons 
stayed in Washington, DC through President 
Grant's term in office, then temporarily spent time 
in Victoria, British Columbia until retiring to the 



Sandwich Islands until Richards death. It is 
believed that Anna returned to England at some 
time, but she must have returned some time later 
as she died in Honolulu, Hawaii in the same year 
as Richard. . 
 
The Covington House cabin, which is the oldest 
(domestic dwelling/home) privately built structure, 
is also the oldest school building in addition to it 
being the oldest boarding school built in Clark 
County, Washington. Circa 1925, it was 
"rediscovered" by local businessmen, who came 
together to raise attention, and funds, needed to 
save and restore the cabin. Which at that time not 
only was being used to house farm animals, but 
was "in advanced stage of disrepair – barren and 
weathered, open windows and doors, and 
unkempt shingles, dispiritedly in part of a weed-
grown lot". Circa 1926–28, the individually adze 
hewn logs of the cabin were numbered and 
catalogued, disassembled, and relocated at its 
present site, 4201 Main Street, where it stands 
today. At that time that was the northwest corner 
of Leverich Park, (in an area called Kiggins Bowl 
due to the shape of the terrain), facing the old 
Pacific Highway, before being separated from the 
Park by the development of the "new" freeway, I-
5. 
 



Several modifications were added during this 
major restoration and relocation project, including 
electricity, heat, lights, water and plumbing, 
wooden floor, a new unique fireplace boasting 
large local river stones and single piece of local 
timber for the new fireplace and mantle, new 
windows, a kitchen, two restrooms and a fully 
restored roof with wooden rain gutters. The 
location was distinctive as being on the old Pacific 
Highway, and facing the old "Vancouver Column" 
adjacent to the oldest and now the newest (due to 
removal, restoration and re-dedication of the) 
Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker, in the state 
of Washington.
 
The Covington House itself is currently owned 
and maintained by the city of Vancouver on land 
owned by the local school district and managed 
by the Vancouver Woman's Society affiliated with 
The General Federation of Woman's Clubs. As 
the house had served as a home, a farm and a 
boarding school, and quickly became a social 
hub. As it was in the beginning, and so it is now, 
the cabin continues to provide a special place for 
special events as well as being utilized by many 
local groups as a regular meeting place. Because 
the cabin is a National Landmark, it is available to 
view by the public, by appointment.



Richard applied for Naturalization in Hawaii on 25 
July 1882, just 3 months before his death on the 
island. (Last updated: 05/05/2008 18:47:00)
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ROBERT COVINGTON (5718). Born: 12 Dec 
1941 in Yazoo Co MS. Father: not known (0). 
Mother: not known (0).   Died: 17 Jan 1996 in 
Chicago, Cook Co IL aged 55.  Dirk Van Klooster 
rang B&R with the sad news of the death of 
Robert Covington. Robert died January 17th in 
Chicago, after suffering from kidney problems. He 
was a fine blues and soul vocalist and he also 
played drums. His excellent album "The Golden 
Voice Of Robert Covington" was issued by Red 
Beans Records in the USA and on Steeple Chase 
in Europe (see Pete Nickols review in B&R 46). 
The album was reissued recently on CD by was 
recently released by Evidence. Born in 1941, in 
Yazoo City, Mississippi, 

Robert was an active studio drummer and club 
sideman, notably with the Big Four Band who 
supported Sunnyland Slim throughout 1980s. 
More recently, he was drummer and vocalist with 
Mississippi Heat, appearing on their "Singing 
Straight From The Heart" set, cut in September 
1992. (obituary by Tony Burke)
---- Blues In The Night (Evidence ECD 26074-2) 
Album Review
"Blues In The Night" is a straight reissue of blues 
drummer and vocalist Robert Covington's 1988 
album on the tiny Red Beans label, "The Golden 
Voice Of Robert Covington", reissued here on CD 



for the first time by Evidence. It's just too bad that 
Covington won't be around to enjoy the accolades 
this CD will undoubtedly receive now that his 
music is widely available for the first time--he died 
in January from complications related to kidney 
failure. 

Covington was a well-schooled veteran of the 
blues scene in his native Mississippi before he 
landed in Chicago, where he gained equal 
measures of experience on both the north side 
playing before mainly white audiences who 
expect a more rocked-up, boogie down version of 
the blues, and on the south side playing for black 
audiences who generally are more impressed by 
strong and soulful vocals and a funky groove. 
Covington was an expert at successfully walking 
the fine line between these two sometimes 
disparate approaches to the music, and his 
mastery is evident on every track on this CD. The 
opening track, "Trust In Me", is a beautiful 
Covington original with a mellow but insistant 
horn arrangement that brings to mind classic 
southern soul; this is followed immediately by a 
funked-up, rocking cover of "I Just Want To Make 
Love To You", and then Covington's grinding 
medium slow blues "Better Watch Your Step". In 
other hands this set list might sound jarring or 
unfocussed, but Covington and crew (a hand-



picked line-up of some of Chicago's finest 
contemporary blues players) make it sound 
completely natural--which in Covington's case, it 
was. 

Through it all, the enthusiasm Covington always 
displayed on his live shows comes through clearly 
in the finely-tuned, husky yet flexible blues 
instrument he had for a voice--a voice that 
positively dripped with personality and charm. 
Whether singing slow burning soul, driving 
uptempo shuffles, or anything in between, 
Covington's sense of humor and the joy he took 
in performing can be heard clearly on every song. 

As companies mine the recesses of their vaults 
for reissues of contemporary blues recordings 
from the '60s, '70s and '80s, it's become painfully 
obvious that some of them don't hold up very well 
to the test of time; the very things that made them 
"contemporary" in their day are the things that 
make them sound dated, quaint, or cliched now. 
That's not the case with Robert Covington's 
"Blues In The Night"; this release sounds as fresh 
and vital now as it did when it was originally 
released--maybe more so. The only thing 
disappointing about it is that it makes one wish 
that there would be another release forthcoming, 
but sadly that's not in the cards. Thanks to the 



folks at Red Beans for recording his only full-
length release, to Evidence for reissuing it, and to 
especially Robert Covington himself for sharing 
his prodigious talents with us."

He is buried at Oakridge-Glen Oak Cemetery, 
Hillside, Cook Co IL. (Last updated: 17/03/2021 
00:09:05)
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ROBERT DOCKERY COVINGTON (11745). 
Born: 2 Aug 1815 in Rockingham, Richmond Co 
NC. Father: Covington, Thomas B (11497). 
Mother: Thomas, Jane (11738).  Mar: 2 Feb 1839 
in Rockingham, Richmond Co NC to Thomas, 
Elizabeth Ann (12065). 2nd Mar: 26 Sep 1848 in 
Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co UT to Allison, 
Malinda (13533). 3rd Mar: 28 Dec 1856 in Salt 
Lake City, Salt Lake Co UT to Roberts, Nancy 
(13538). Died: 2 Jun 1902 in Washington, 
Washington Co UT aged 86.  One of the original 
Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-
1868). 

Saturday, June 19, 1847 on the Oregon Trail:

Elkhorn River, Nebraska: - The Jacob Foutz fifty 
moved out. They were part of the Edward Hunter 
Company. The Foutz fifty consisted of 59 wagons 
and 155 people. [Included in the fourth ten led by 
Daniel M. Thomas were: Albert Washington 
Collins, Adeline Sarah Collins, Susan Newman 
Thomas Collins, Elizabeth Lemon Covington, 
Emily J. Covington, John Thomas Covington, 
Robert Dockery Covington, Sarah A. Mathews, 
James Nicholas Mathis, Mary C. Mathis, Martha 
Noab, John Robertson, Ann Thomas, Ann 
Thomas, Catherine Thomas, Daniel Monroe 
Thomas, Henry Thomas, John T. Thomas, 



Mahala J. Thomas, Phi lemon Thomas, 
Tennessee Thomas, Calysta W. Warrick, Louisa 
Warrick, and Thomas Warrick.]

THE ROBERT DOCKERY FAMILY STORY
Robert Dockery Covington was a college 
graduate, who helped on his father's plantation 
raising cotton and tobacco. His wife, Elizabeth 
Ann Thomas was born April 21, 1820 in Marlboro 
District of South Carolina and on February 2, 
1839 she married Robert Dockery Covington. 
John's parents moved shortly after their wedding 
to Marlboro County, South Carolina. 

The next move came with Robert's parents, 
Thomas B. Covington, known as "Big Tommie" 
and Jane Thomas. They settled in Summerville, 
Noxbee, Mississippi. They Established large 
plantations and they prospered, because of Jane 
Thomas's relatives, having settled there since 
1834, also the rich soil and plenty of slave labor 
helped a great deal. This was the place where 
John Thomas Covington was born on August 4, 
1840. 

It was three years later, on January 1, 1843 that 
John's sister Emily June Covington was born. 
Around this time, Daniel Thomas had brought 
home a Book of Mormon. And after Robert 



Dockery Covington and his wife had heard Elder 
Clapp preach for two weeks, they were baptized 
into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints on February 3, 1843, in Noxbee County, 
Mississippi by Benjamin Clapp. Although most of 
Elizabeth's family joined the church, Robert's 
family thought that he had lost all his reason. 
Little did Robert's parents, Thomas B. Covington 
and Jane Thomas, realize that the son whom they 
had greeted with open arms at his birth, August 2, 
1815 in Rockingham, Richmond, North Carolina, 
would one day be disinherited by themselves. In 
fact, in Covington books written by non L.D.S. 
authors, Robert's name isn't listed among the 
children. Although, his older brother James, who 
also joined the L.D.S. church and moved to Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Nancy later returned to 
Mississippi in a state of disillusionment.

Soon after Robert had joined the Church, he 
longed to join the Saints in Nauvoo. At this time 
he was overseer on two plantations. He set his 
slaves free, which was protested by the slaves 
because of their deep love for Robert. Now 
preparations to leave got underway. On February 
1, 1845 Sarah Ann Covington was born. John had 
a new baby sister. John Thomas Covington was 
not yet 5 years old, and stories have been told 
that he "baptized" many of his negro playmates in 



the muddy ponds before his family left for 
Nauvoo. 

Robert Dockery Covington and Elizabeth Ann 
Thomas Covington received their endowments 
January 20, 1846 in the Nauvoo temple. Soon 
John Thomas Covington lost his sister Catharine 
Covington, born 1846 and died in 1846 in 
Nauvoo, Illinois. He also was to lose his toddler 
sister Sarah, born 1845 in Mississippi and died 
October 16, 1846 in Winter Quarters. John had 
gone from a life of wealth and plenty, to a life of 
great needs and want, but these circumstances 
and happenings were not all that happened to this 
family. 

In 1847, Robert, Elizabeth along with children 
John and Emily started for Utah in the Edward 
Hunter Company under the direction of Captain 
Daniel Thomas. Elizabeth was expecting again 
and the ordeals the Saints had to suffer had 
made inroads on her health. It must have been a 
trying journey for it seemed that the forces of the 
elements were pitted against them. The dust 
storms, the hail storms, lack of good water, and 
wood to burn, with Indians camped on the 
opposite bank of the Platt River stampeding cattle 
crossings often to beg or trade for food that was 
such a scarce commodity. Sometimes they 



swarmed in their camp like bees and would often 
help themselves to whatever was handy. 
Housewives would often be missing their camping 
and cooking equipment.

One day while the men were fixing broken 
wagons they stopped near some currant bushes. 
Robert D. sent his children John and Emily with 
buckets to gather what they could. They worked 
hard picking clean the currant bushes as they 
went. Just as they finished filling their buckets full 
of currants, an Indian stepped from behind a bush 
and gave a war hoop. The children dropped their 
buckets and fled to the camp. When they neared 
the camp they looked back and saw the Indian 
with their currants laughing at his huge joke.

On the morning of August 1, 1847 it was quiet, 
the heat was terrific. The party of immigrants had 
called a halt. Saints had not found wood to burn 
for 11 days and the water was unfit to drink. 
Some of the animals had died by licking alkali off 
the ground. They also had wagons to fix. Mrs. 
Sessions, the midwife was called to take care of 
Elizabeth Covington. Mrs. Sessions had a buggy 
so she drove back to the second hundred a 
distance of some 5 miles. She, Mrs. Sessions 
brought Sister Covington back to her camp and 
put her to bed with a new son, Robert Laborious 



Covington. This all took place in Scotts Bluff, 
Nebraska. 

The Saints were halted here for the day and A.O. 
Smoot called a meeting and pleaded with the 
Saints to be more united and to trust in the Lord, 
and to consider these experiences like a school, 
readying them for leadership positions. The saints 
had many hardships to bear during their track 
westward, some times traveling many miles only 
finding sparse food for their cattle and other 
animals, Indians often came into camp and would 
spread blankets on the ground wanting to trade or 
be fed, the Saints were counseled not to trade 
with them, but to feed them. Their was much 
sickness and death among the pioneers. Eliza R. 
Snow was a great comfort to the sorrowing, on 
one occasion she remarked, "Death makes 
occasional inroads among us. Nursing the sick, 
tending wagons was laborious service. The 
patient faithfulness with which it was born. To 
consign loved ones to these desolate graves was 
enough to try the hearts of the strongest." 

On August 5, they camped 8 to 9 miles from Fort 
Laramie where the food was plentiful and the 
water was good, they stayed here for 5 days to fix 
wagons in need of repair, wash clothes, mend 
them and to bake. While camping here some 



bears near the camp disturbed their sleep. Two 
Indian women who were gathering berries nearby 
saw these bears and they left gatherings for the 
bears, some of the pioneers in the company 
witnessed this.

Traveling became very hard and was going very 
slow due to the rough terrain, there were hills to 
climb and several wagons broke. In September, 
the pioneers crossed miles of sand and the winds 
blew very hard, here they saw fearful storms and 
sand, rain, and snow. They encountered pioneers 
going back East to help the remaining Saints 
travel West. These travelers camped all night with 
the party and gave them words of encouragement 
and of telling them about their new homes in the 
West. Their words were welcomed and there was 
a feast prepared by the women of the company 
that night.

The last miles into the valley were hard ones 
because of the cold and rugged mountains they 
had to travel. But arrive they did on September 
24, 1847. The Robert Dockery Covington family 
arrived in the valley, the trip had taken it's toll 
though for Robert's wife was frail, the hardships 
had all but taken her strength. She hoped to get 
stronger, but the cold winter winds along with a 
severe cold only added to her troubles, and on 



December 7, 1847 she left her devoted family to 
carry on her good name. 

Marian Adair, a good person helped the family out 
by helping with the new baby, since milk was very 
scarce she fed the baby buttermilk and clabber. 

Robert Dockery Covington next married a widow, 
Malinda Allison Kelly, so John, Emily, and baby 
Robert had a new stepmother and stepsister 
Kate. This family settled in the Big Cottonwood 
Ward in Salt Lake City. While they were in Big 
Cottonwood, Robert was able to teach school and 
was called "Professor Covington". This is also the 
area that they lived in when the locust infested 
Salt Lake Valley. Their crops were spared and 
they shared their food with their starving 
neighbors.

In the fall of 1849, John Thomas Covington was 
only 9 years old when his father accepted a call to 
be a missionary in the Southern States. And on 
December 28, 1849, a new daughter was born to 
Malinda and Robert, she was named Mary Ellen 
Covington. 

May Ellen Covington didn't meet her father till she 
was almost 7 years old and John was almost 16. 
That was in the spring of 1856, when Robert 



returned from the Southern States mission. 

Robert Dockery Covington took a plural wife on 
December 28, 1856. Her name was Nancy 
Roberts. To this union was born three children 
Pheobe, Thomas, Malinda, when Nancy Roberts 
died, Robert's second wife Malinda mothered her 
children as well as those of Robert's first wife 
Elizabeth. 

This Covington family accepted a calling to settle 
Dixie and moved to Washington, Washington 
County Utah. John Thomas Covington found 
himself in new surroundings once again, and on 
August 1, 1857, the son of the Bishop of 
Washington Ward. John's next few years were 
filled with hard work, planting, harvesting of 
grains, corn, tobacco, and cotton. In 1858, Grape 
cuttings from California were planted as well as 
chinese sugar cane. And in 1861 peach stones 
were planted and the peach trees began to grow. 

Robert Dockery Covington's family prospered and 
built a spacious home, he, Robert D. had cut 
large stones from a nearby mountain and built a 
grand home for those day pioneers. The walls 
were three feet thick and built Colonial style. 
There were two fireplaces on each of the three 
floors. The upper floor was used for years as a 



dance floor for the young people, many people 
spoke of their generous and good hospitality.
---------------------------------------------------------
Robert Dockery Covington. Written by himself 
April 1872. St. George, High Priest Record Book 
15649 p. ((he wrote a beautiful hand)

"I was born August 20, 1815 in the State of North 
Carolina, Richmond Co., City of Rockingham. 
Baptized February 3, 1843 by Benjamin Clapp in 
the State of Mississippi, Noxebe Co. Ordained a 
Bishop 1858 by Amasa Lyman and George A. 
Smith. Received my endowments in Nauvoo in 
the fall of 1845. Came to Salt Lake in 1847. Spent 
1846 at Winter Quarters. I went on a mission to 
the Southern States in the fall of 1849. Returned 
in the spring of 1856. 

I was sealed to my wife Elizabeth Thomas 1867. 
Nancy Roberts taking her part. We had four 
children, John, Emily, Sarah and Robert. I was 
sealed to my wife Malinda Alison on December 
1856 by whom I had one child, Mary Ellen. Was 
sealed to Nancy Robert Dec 28, 1856 by whom I 
had four children, Phoebe, Thomas, Malinda and 
James. My grandfather was John Covington. My 
grandmother was Nancy Wall. Her forefathers 
immigrated to America at an early date. My 
grandfather on mother's side was William 



Thomas. My Grandmother was Rachel Roe."

Robert Dockery Covington was appointed May 7, 
1857 Bishop of Washington Ward, Washington 
Co., Utah. Set apart August 1, 1857 with Brother 
Harrison Pierce, 1st Counselor Bro. Jonathan R. 
Ragean 2nd counselor.

Further info - From Documentary History of the 
Church:

The Dixie Mission left Salt Lake City April 6, 1857 
and came to Parowan without any serious 
accidents. We remained three or four days to get 
grinding done. They went to Cedar City where we 
met President Height. It took six days from Cedar 
to Washginton. President Height aided us on our 
trip having to make roads over the roughest 
ground I ever saw. We arrived May 6, 1857. On 
May 7, 1857 we were called together to organize 
a branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saint. We numbered about 160 men, women 
and children, 200 head of cattle, some sheep and 
pigs and children. 

Men who were called were J. B. Begina, John 
Spouce, Richard Queen, W.H. Crawford, john 
Thomas, J.D. McCollough, James Matthos, 
Gabriel Cooley, William Jergens, William Slade, 



Dr., William Slade, Jr., Robert Loyd, Joseph 
Harfield, John Freeman, J.M. Couch, John 
Hawley, William Hawley, Jacob Clark, Stephen 
Duggins, William Duggins, Thomas Smith, 
?lmstead Richer, Alexander Parron, Robert 
Covington and Edward West. 

Brother Height took charge. Brother Crawford 
took the minutes, “Oh My Father” was sung. Bro 
Height offered prayer. It was moved that Brother 
Height appointed president. He appointed Robert 
Dockery Covington. It was Bro. Covington’s right 
to choose his counselors. He said that he 
preferred for the President to choose his 
counsellors so Bro Harrison Pierce, 1st Counselor 
and Johnathan R. Ragean, 2nd Counselor were 
chosen. Instructions were given on how to honor 
the Priesthood, how to treat the Indians, and the 
Brethren were exhorted to put down evil wherever 
it was found. Prayer was offered by Harrison 
Pierce. That evening a meeting was held and the 
charge given over to Brother Covington.

August 22, 1857
George A. Smith and others visited Washington 
where the Dixie Mission was being established. 
We arrived Tuesday 
August 18, 1857 and was most cordially 
welcomed by Brother Covington and others who 



spared no pains to make our visit a pleasant one. 
Brother Smith thought that no other settlement 
had a more promising start in the mountains, 
considering the lateness of the start. The corn 
planted by the Indians was fifteen feet high. Ours 
was not quite that high as it was not planted until 
the 15th of June. The cotton looked well, never 
had the old cotton grower seen so many balls on 
a single stock and such thrift.

January 6, 1859
Robert Covington was in President’s office when 
he with others went with President Young to 
administer to Fanny Murry, a sister of President 
Young.

April 14, 1859
Elder Amasa W. Lyman tarried with Brother 
Covington. He found them busy planting wheat.

October 31, 1859
Brother Covington in Salt Lake Reports the cotton 
crop good. Sugar came the best he had ever 
seen.

June 3, 1857
Amasa M. Lyman writes, returning from 
California, he camped with Robert D. Covington 
who informed him that he though 1,000 acres of 



good land could be cultivated. Good herd grounds 
with plenty of grass also plenty of wood and water.

1860
Robert D. Covington was Notary Public for 
Washington Co.

April 16, 1860
Was chosen as judge of cotton and tobacco of 
State Fair.

April 1, 1861
A contract was let for a road to be built near 
Beaver Dams to Robert D. Covington, James D. 
McCullough, James Pierce and Walter E. Dodge. 
Robert has cultivated cotton every year since he 
was bishop and has preserved specimens and 
grape cuttings were imported from California. The 
Chinese sugar cane was planted. Grain was 
taken from Fifty to Ninety miles to be ground. To 
get blacksmithing done, they also traveled that 
far. Many southern men left after the first year 
declaring cotton could not be grown there. Those 
who remained are acquiring sheep, cattle and 
goats.

August 27, 1862
Robert D. was chosen County Representative of 
the Deseret Agriculture and Manufacturing 



Society. Within six weeks he was to hold a 
County Fair, give awards and choose helpers.

September 25, 1862
President Brigham Young returning to Salt Lake 
related that they were given peaches and grapes 
to feast on in Washington. Also viewed with 
pleasure the fine crop of Brother Covington’s who 
understood his business and puts whole heart 
into his work.

March 22, 1863
Robert at St. George Conference took his seat 
with the State High Council

November 2, 1865
Bishop Covington was one of the speakers. He 
reported Washington Ward in good condition.

May 7, 1865
At conference in St. George, Robert D. was 
sustained Presiding High Priest over his Ward.

November 6, 1864
A conference was held with Apostle Erastus 
Snow presiding. A convention of experienced 
men of Washington and Kane Counties to 
consider self protection. To establish uniform 
priced in Exchange for grain, etc. Cotton $1.25 lb, 



Molasses $4.00 gal, Tobacco 3.00 lb and 
preserves $6.00. Robert Dockery Covington was 
one of the men chosen.

September 2, 1867
Robert D. Covington wrote the following letter:
Washington Ward, St. George Stake, September 
2, 1867
Elder George Albert Smith
Dear Brother:
Knowing you are interested in the property and 
general welfare of our Southern Utah Dixie, I 
thought it would not be amiss to send you a few 
particulars and items of interest with regards to 
the settlement. We have had the warmest 
summer ever experience in this country. It has 
had its effects of many of us in the shape of 
languidness. It has been very oppressive. But 
aside from this, the general health of the people 
has been very good. While sickness and death nd 
making such inroads on human families in 
different parts of the country, we feel like offering 
our prayers of gratitude to the Almighty for the 
blessings of health that we enjoy, not with-
standing the difficulties we have had this seasons 
in obtaining sufficient water for irrigation. Our 
cane and corn look remarkable well. I believe the 
best that I have seen in the Washington fields. 
The cotton crop will be late because of the 



lateness of the season in getting water onto the 
land. Our fruit crop is profitable. The Indians are 
quiet and peaceful. (unreadable) taking all into 
consideration, we are pretty well satisfied with our 
Dixie home. I remain your brother in the gospel of 
peace, Robert D. Covington

November 3, 1867
R.D. Covington’s Washington Choir furnished the 
music.

January 6, 1867
Bishop’s from different settlements started on a 
missionary tour. R.D. Covington was the number. 
They visited and held meetings with all the people 
of the Upper Virgin Valley, then to the Muddy and 
Beaver Dam settlements. They reached St. 
Thomas on the 19th having crossed the Virgin 
River 38 times and the Muddy once. The people 
of Muddy had raised that year 6,500 bushels of 
wheat 10,00 bails of cotton. On the 24th of 
January they returned to St. George. The early 
part of February Iron Co with Pinto and Pine 
Valley were also visited. The products of the past 
five years were astounding. When they saw how 
much the people had accomplished. The choices 
products of the earth were there.

February 24, 1867



The Western Union Telegraph Office came to 
Washington. Robert D. did not place it until he 
heard from President Young. It was put in Delph 
Whitehead’s home. Moroni, San Pete Co, was as 
far south as the line.

Col. D. D. MacArthur: Brother Mendez Cooper 
and William Prince have just come in from 
Harrisburg and they report that an Indian had told 
him that 40 or 50 Navajos were in the vicinity of 
Grape Vine Springs and had killed three head of 
cattle and were traveling in the direction of 
Harrisburg Fields. All are afoot. The friendly 
Indians are very much excited. The people of 
Harrisburg are on guard. Indians say they want 
horses. We wish to know immediately what to do. 
We await your orders. Yours hastily, Robert D. 
Covington.

June 19, 1868
Elder George A. Smith wrote in the Millennial 
Star, “On horseback from Montana to Arizona. At 
Washington 19th of June. We were kindly 
received by Bishop Covington. He writes, ‘It was 
amusing to see my sole companion, Dr. Boyd A. 
Batchalor from Louisiana pronouncing the quality 
to the cotton as we went through the mills and 
looking around at the buxom girls and 
mechanically nodding a yes, yes to the 



explanations of the sedate Bishop Covington as 
he explained the difference of spinning, weaving, 
twisting, etc.’”
Southern Mission Conference

November 20, 1868
Bishop Robert D. Covington was a speaker. He 
was still President of High Priest Quorum. He 
spoke of some of his 25 years experience. 
Referred to the Lamanites. Ask the people to give 
them work then pay them food and clothing to 
encourage them to be industrious.

April 18, 1870
Bishop Covington just home from the Southern 
States Mission. He started for the east the 18th of 
last November. Labored in Mississippi and 
brought two families comprising thirteen persons 
as part of the fruits of his labors. The Bishops 
account of conditions is far from good. He says a 
feeling of unrest, insecurity to life and property to 
prevalent, greatly increased by suspension of 
military and civil rule. Instead Klu Klux Klan is 
numerous and powerful and by no means life is 
considered safe. Many are moving to Texas and 
California. He met no opposition from the 
ministers. A few scattered Saints were left in 
charge of S. P. Holley – end of copy



Robert Gardner wrote in his diary: We found 
Robert D. Covington our old neighbor and others 
who had been sent to that mission some years 
before. The appearance of these brethren, their 
wives and children was discouraging. Nearly all 
had Malaria. They had worked hard and worn out 
their store clothes and had replaced them with the 
cotton they had raised on their own lot or farm. 
The women had corded, spun and woven by 
hand and colored with weeds this cotton. The 
men’s shirts, women and children’s dresses and 
sunbonnets were all made of the same piece of 
material. Their clothes and faces were all of the 
same color, being blue with chills. This tried me 
more than anything I had seen in all my Mormon 
experience, thinking if I remained my family would 
soon look the same. I wanted to go back to Salt 
Lake and spare them this. Brother Covington 
said, “Let’s pray about it.” We knelt in prayer. It 
was the Lord’s will we stay. So I said, ” We will 
trust in God and go ahead.”

Robert D. cut large stones from a nearby 
mountain and built a grand home for those 
pioneer days. The walls were three feet thick and 
built Colonial Style. There were two big fireplaces 
on each of the three floors. The upper floor was 
used for years as a dance floor for the young 
people. Many people speak of the Southern 



hospitality enjoyed in his home. He had no 
tolerance for sin. He had the name of doing a 
good job of housekeeping his Ward living the 
Gospel. He died at a ripe old age, nearly 87. June 
2, 1902, Washington, Utah. (Robert Dockery 
Covington. Written by himself April 1872. St. 
George, High Priest Record Book) (Last updated: 
21/03/2022 22:57:03)

Robert Dockery 
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ROBERT LABORIUS COVINGTON (6112). Born: 
1 Aug 1847 in Scotts Bluff Co NE. Father: 
Covington, Robert Dockery (11745). Mother: 
Thomas, Elizabeth Ann (12065).  Mar: 14 Jan 
1892 in Washington, Washington Co UT to 
Iversen, Rasmenia Willemina (6113). Died: 27 
Dec 1928 in Washington, Washington Co UT 
aged 81.  One of the original Utah Mormon 
Pioneer Overland Travellers (1847-1868).

Born en route Edward Hunter - Jacob Foutz 
Company (1847) wagon train from Nebraska to 
Sacramento CA. (Last updated: 14/04/2002 
16:51:18)

Robert Laborius 
Covington 
6112.jpg



SARAH ELIZABETH COVINGTON (3468). Born: 
6 Mar 1835 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: 
Covington, Berrill (2505). Mother: Hodges, 
Elizabeth (4216).  Mar: 5 Aug 1855 in Ogden, 
Weber Co UT to West, Chauncey Walker (). Died: 
8 Jun 1914 in Ogden, Weber Co UT aged 79.  
One of the original Utah Mormon Pioneer 
Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Christened: 28 Jun 1837 at Bedford. Travelled to 
Utah with family on the Abraham Owen Smoot 
Company (1852). Buried 10 Jun 1914 at Ogden, 
Weber, Utah, USA. 

Had 8 children with Chauncey Walker West, who 
also married 3 other Covingtons, 2 named Mary 
Ann (2506) her sister, on same day as he married 
Sarah Elizabeth & (1819) and one Susan Hannah 
(1716) along with 5 others. He fathered a total of 
35 children between them. (Last updated: 
09/03/2009 12:55:23)
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SCOTT C COVINGTON (5806). Born: 17 Jan 
1976 in Fresno, Fresno Co CA. Father: 
Covington, Mark Campbell (5807). Mother: 
Leathy, Christina Elaine (20486).    Former 
American football quarterback. He played five 
seasons in the National Football League (NFL) for 
the Cincinnati Bengals and St. Louis Rams and 
one season in the Canadian Football League 
(CFL) for the Toronto Argonauts. 

Photo shows: 4 Oct 1997 - Quarterback Scott 
Covington of Miami is dragged down by nose 
guard Larry Smith of FSU in first half between 
Florida State and Miami at Doak Campbell 
Stadium in Tallahassee,

Covington to get his chance to shine - By Chris 
Perkins , Special to ESPN SportsZone 

Scott Covington will be the starter at quarterback 
and that was probably the biggest question the 
Hurricanes had to answer during the spring. 
Covington, a senior, was declared the starter by 
coach Butch Davis before spring practice and did 
nothing to lose the job. Covington's backup is 
Kenny Kelly, a highly recruited sophomore from 
Tampa Catholic. Kelly offers the Hurricanes more 
mobility and a more lively arm but Covington 
knows the offense better and makes better reads. 



Many thought this would still be a battle but Davis 
took the guesswork out. 

Player on the spot

QB Scott Covington is a senior who as so 
frustrated a year ago he wanted to transfer. UM 
refused to give him his release, however. 
Covington sat on the bench behind Ryan Clement 
for two years and now the highly recruited 
California kid gets his shot at the big time. The 
skill-position talent is there but the line might keep 
Covington on the run. Also, it's been a long time 
since UM has produced a top-notch quarterback.

*** Covington worth the wait for UM - "After 
frustrating years as a backup, QB Scott 
Covington is leading the Canes back into the 
national spotlight." by Linda Robertson, Herald 
Sports Writer 

The trough of greatest despair for Scott 
Covington came on a February night almost two 
years ago. He was stuck in a Kafkaesque trap.

He felt handcuffed by his status as backup 
quarterback for the University of Miami football 
team. He felt shackled by the school's refusal to 
release him from his scholarship so he could 



transfer to another school.

He couldn't throw, and he couldn't run.

"I didn't want to be here, and I didn't understand 
why they would keep me here if I didn't want to be 
here,'' he said. "I felt like I didn't have a home.''

Covington went back to his dormitory room, lay 
down in his bed, thought about his predicament 
and wept.

"My future was in limbo,'' he said.

As he approaches the biggest game of his career, 
Saturday's Big East showdown at Syracuse, 
what's remarkable about Covington is not only 
how he overcame his potentially poisonous 
feelings toward the people who held him captive, 
but also how he has led the school he wanted to 
flee back to national prominence.

The 19th-ranked Hurricanes (7-2, 5-1) can lock 
up their sixth Big East championship and a spot in 
the Bowl Championship Series with a victory over 
Syracuse (7-3, 5-1).

"I never doubted myself,'' Covington said. "Going 
into Game 10, I've given them every reason to 



believe in me, too.''

He has also given those with hindsight reason to 
wonder why Covington wasn't the starter last 
season, when UM stumbled to a 5-6 record -- its 
first losing season since 1979 -- under 
quarterback Ryan Clement.

Coach Butch Davis, who rejected Covington's 
request to transfer, said Covington may not have 
been able to rescue a young, bandaged group 
that "clearly was a bad team last year.''

"But looking back, if you'd told me we'd go 5-6, I 
might have made different arrangements,'' said 
Davis, whose predecessor, Dennis Erickson, 
recruited both Clement and Covington. "The fact 
remains that at the start of last season, Ryan was 
15-3 as a starter and rated in the top 10 in the 
country in pass efficiency.''

Covington is on that prestigious list today, with a 
rating of 151.01 after completing 59.9 percent of 
his passes for 1,922 yards and 16 touchdowns 
with six interceptions.

"Hopefully, Scott appreciates I made the decision 
to keep him here in the best interests of the 
program and the kids, and that it is still in his best 



interest to have stayed,'' Davis said. "He'll be 
remembered as the quarterback who resurrected 
the program, and he'll impress NFL coaches and 
general managers as a guy who stuck it out 
instead of quitting.''

Covington, a fifth-year senior from Laguna Niguel, 
Calif., has rallied his teammates with a leadership 
style quite different from that of Clement. The two 
had an awkward relationship, in part because 
Covington comes across as a laid-back California 
dude and Clement was more of a drill sergeant. 
Covington said he tends to "think more than 
react.'' 

"Scott is more cool, calm and collected,'' offensive 
lineman Richard Mercier said. "In big games, he 
has a controlled excitement. That type of 
confidence rubs off on guys. If we have a couple 
bad plays, his tone of voice calms everybody 
down. He runs things very efficiently. We're 
getting to the line with 20 seconds on the clock.''

Covington, an avid surfer, said most people don't 
know how outgoing he is off the field or how 
competitive he is on it because he was in the 
shadows at UM for four years "and they painted a 
picture of me that wasn't true.''



"People tend to misunderstand him because he's 
quietly intense,'' said Covington's father, Mark, 
CEO of a managed-care company.

Said Covington's longtime friend, former high 
school teammate and surfing buddy David 
Cruickshank: "Scott's pretty subtle and humble, 
and that may have set him back when the new 
coaching staff came in.''

Covington is making up for lost time. He will 
graduate in December with a business 
management degree. He has been invited to the 
Senior Bowl, where he will play in front of pro 
scouts.

"From Day One, everyone here had an 
understanding of my talents and potential,'' he 
said. "But I only played in spot situations -- not 
enough for anyone to really see what I could do.''

In 1994, Covington arrived at the school he had 
chosen specifically because it was known as 
"Quarterback U,'' a perennial top-five program. 
He lost the battle with Clement to be the No. 3 
quarterback and decided to redshirt. He was 
Clement's backup for three years.

"Being a two- or three-year starter is what I'd 



hoped for,'' he said. "Everyone who comes here 
has aspirations of being a star.''

It was after his sophomore year that Covington 
decided to transfer. He figured he could return to 
the West Coast and find a team that would let him 
start -- one that was not weakened by NCAA 
sanctions.

"We didn't like the atmosphere because all the 
quasi-criminal activity at UM was not what we'd 
signed up for,'' Mark Covington said. "And with 
the change in the coaching staff, we did not feel 
Scott had been properly evaluated because of his 
temperament. We wanted him to be where he'd 
be exposed to great coaching at the quarterback 
position.''

But Davis, short on players due to the sanctions, 
said no to Covington's request.

"I was utterly confused,'' Covington said. "Do I 
leave anyway, pay for school myself and hope I 
can get into a program where I can play? Or stay, 
get an education that is paid for and see how it 
unfolds?''

Davis reassured the Covingtons that Scott would 
get a fair shot.



"Butch came forth with an agreement that Scott 
would truly get an opportunity or he could leave,'' 
Mark Covington said. "We felt they did give him a 
fair chance. The past is the past. Obviously, we 
wish he would have had another year as starter 
because the coaching staff is learning how great 
a leader he is.''

Although Covington said it was difficult to keep 
the faith as he waited for his chance, he came out 
for spring practice in 1997 with a positive outlook.

"At first, I felt a little detached. My heart and mind 
moved away from what was going on. I wasn't as 
comfortable right off the bat because of what we 
went through,'' he said. "But I felt no ill will or 
resentment. And my teammates were behind me 
100 percent. Whether they admit it or not, a lot of 
guys have those same feelings.''

Covington finally got his chance this year and has 
not wasted it.

"At the time, I couldn't understand why they made 
me stay at Miami,'' he said. "Now I can see why 
they did.''

COVINGTON FINALLY GETS STARTING 



ROLE - By Randall Mell of the Sun-Sentinel staff

Scott Covington gets the chance he has yearned 
for today. 
The redshirt sophomore will make his first start as 
the University of Miami quarterback when the 
Hurricanes meet Boston College (noon, Chs. 4 
and 12) in the Orange Bowl. He has shown some 
impressive physical gifts in relief of Ryan 
Clement, who's hobbled by a sprained ankle. 
Covington has shown that his may be the 
strongest UM arm since Vinny Testaverde's a 
decade ago. Covington has capably thrown long 
outs, deep slants and swing passes. Now, he's 
getting a chance to show the most important 
quality in a quarterback: That he can win. ``I'm 
ready,'' Covington said. ``I've been ready the past 
10 weeks.'' Covington's biggest drawback was 
that he was recruited in the same class as junior 
Ryan Clement, who moved ahead of him last 
year. 

Covington and Clement are as different as fire 
and ice. 
While Clement's personality seems hatched from 
the Dan Marino mold, Covington's is more Joe 
Montana. Clement is the team's fieriest 
competitor, as rugged as the Rocky Mountain 
region he hails from. He's emotional and 



outspoken. He's not afraid to chew out 
teammates or wrap them in bear hugs. Covington 
isn't easily excitable. A Los Angeles area native, 
he fits the California cool image. He's soft-
spoken. 

``I'm very into the game, very focused on what's 
going on, but I handle game situations and 
pressure differently than Ryan does,'' Covington 
said. ``I think it's a positive for me.'' 
Covington came off the bench to march the 
'Canes to the goal line twice after Clement was 
hurt in last week's 21-7 loss to Virginia Tech, but 
both drives ended in interceptions. 
Trailing 14-7 in the first drive, Covington lofted a 
nice pass in the corner of the end zone that 
slipped through Magic Benton's hands for a 
possible game-tying touchdown. A play later, he 
threw a perfect pass to an open Tony Gaiter on 
the 1-yard line for an easy touchdown, but Gaiter 
dropped it. Covington followed that with a fourth-
down interception. 
``I moved the team pretty well, but unfortunately 
we could not get the ball in the end zone,'' 
Covington said. ``I think my teammates have all 
the confidence in the world in me. I think I do my 
part to bring about that confidence.'' Clement's 
ankle is sore, but he has jogged on it, and UM 
coaches hope he's well enough that he could be 



used if Covington is injured. (Last updated: 
24/09/2009 15:11:15)
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SIMON COVINGTON (2419). Born: 30 Jan 1809 
in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: Covington, 
Simon (2510). Mother: Brown, Elizabeth (4161).  
Mar: 12 Aug 1841 in Stroud, New South Wales, 
Australia to Twyford, Eliza (4328). Died: 19 Feb 
1861 in Pambula, New South Wales, Australia 
aged 52.  Known as Syms or Symes. Baptised in 
1809 at St Pauls, Bedford.

Initially he was a fiddler and cabin boy on HMS 
Beagle who later became an assistant to Charles 
Darwin and was appointed as his personal 
servant in 1833, continuing in Darwin's service 
after the voyage until 1839. Originally named 
Simon Covington, he was born in Bedford, Beds, 
England, the youngest child of Simon Covington 
and Elizabeth Brown. After Covington's trip on the 
Beagle, he then emigrated to Australia and 
settled as a postmaster, marrying Eliza Twyford 
there

Served as a Boy 2nd Class on Surveying Ship 
H.M.S. Beagle. 1st joined on 13/7/1831, ticket no. 
3, 2nd entry on 3/12/1831, ticket no. 62. 
Discharged 12/5/1832. Re-joined same ship, 
1/4/1833 as an Ordinary Seaman, ticket no. 105, 
discharged 27/11/1833. Served on H.M.S. Beagle 
at time of Charles Darwin's Expedition. Issued 
with Navy Slops, incl Beds & Waxed Wrappers - 



£2 17s 10d, Dead & Run Men's Effects - 2s 6d, 
Tobacco - £1 18s 0d, Soap 16s 8d, Wages 
Monthly allowance - £2 3s 4d, Full Wages - £15 
0s 10d. Nett value - £9 19s 8d (Ships Book of 
Surveying Ship H.M.S. Beagle 27/6/1831-
17/11/1836) - see The Journal of Syms Covington 
via links.

Covington, who was eighteen years old when he 
began keeping this journal, was Charles Darwin's 
assistant on the second voyage of the H.M.S. 
Beagle, 1831-1836. Darwin was himself only 22 
when he employed Covington using a portion of 
the allowance he received from his father! 

The Journal not only provides a new perspective 
of the journey which helped stimulate Darwin's 
theory of evolution, but also includes accounts of 
Covington's daily duties. These included finding 
food for Darwin at each port of call, and his 
impressions of lands and people encountered 
over five years of voyaging in the New World, 
from the 'naked Indians' of Terra del Fuego to the 
citizens of Sydney, about whom Covington writes: 
'Here a stranger must take care with whom he 
associates, as the place consists principally of 
convicts, or the most notorious characters of 
England; and a place I must say I was heartily 
happy to leave'. 



Despite his misgivings, Covington and his Journal 
arrived back in Australia in 1840, when Covington 
emigrated to New South Wales. He was soon 
married to an Australian woman from Stroud, and 
became Postmaster of Pambula on the South 
Coast in 1854, where he remained until his death 
of Paralysis in 1861. He is buried at Pambula, 
Australia. 

A pair of wooden carved shoes exists in Australia 
belonging to Margaret Underhill having been 
passed down to her by her Grandmother who was 
Syms grand-daughter. These were made by 
Syms on the Beagle voyage, they are said to 
have whale bone insets and tiny little nails, on the 
top it looks as if there was a little sliding lid. A 
photo of these shoes hangs in Covington's 
Retreat, a restaurant in Pambula, Australia.
Evidently Syms and Eliza had 9 children. 
(Correspondence from Margaret & Keith 
Underhill, P.O.Box 142, Bega, New South Wales 
2550, Australia).

Evolution of a Novel: Mr Darwin's Shooter by 
Roger McDonald © all rights reserved 

I had no intention of writing about Charles Darwin. 
But when I read about Syms Covington, Darwin's 



assistant during the long voyage of the Beagle, I 
was compelled into the story. 

A dimly lit photograph survives from the 1850s, a 
man with the look of a stoic, embattled survivor -- 
with a deaf man's look of waiting to be surprised, 
with an air of almost spiritual expectation. I found 
myself searching Darwin's letters, diaries, and 
notebooks for hints of this shadowy, unsung 
companion. 

Here was a person of little importance, it seemed, 
a humble crew member, a walk-on extra in the life 
of a young gentleman naturalist. Charles Darwin 
was only 23 and Syms Covington barely 15 when 
the Beagle's voyage started at the end of 1831. 
The vessel's papers listed Covington as ship's 
fiddler and boy to poop cabin. In a short time, 
however, references to a "servant" appeared in 
Darwin's letters and diaries. This was Covington. 
He'd found himself signed over permanently to 
Darwin by the captain, Robert FitzRoy. Whether 
Covington volunteered, urged for the job, or was 
just available is not known. In my novel, I have 
him urging for it -- strong with ambition to live life 
to the full. 

From then on, in notes and correspondence, 
Darwin hardly ever referred to Covington by 



name, mostly just as "my servant". Yet they were 
close. I thought of Covington as Darwin's 
"shadow", an intuition shared (I found when I had 
finished the first draft) by Darwin's most recent 
biographer, Janet Brown. Lodged in Covington 
was a novel in embryo. 

In later years Darwin summarised evolution 
through natural selection as a process of 
"numerous, successive, slight modifications". The 
same can be said of the writing process, as detail 
adapts to the needs of the story. 

As in life, so in fiction: the beginning point is a 
mystery. A bubble appears from nowhere, it 
seems, like fizz in a glass of beer. Why 
Covington? Something that was nothing comes 
into existence -- an idea that won't let go. 
Sometimes an annoyance (a bad idea still having 
to be served), sometimes a blessing. In time, with 
work, the first image shifts into action, into 
character, into plot, and becomes a novel. 

Darwin said nothing about what preceded life as 
we know it, except to make tactful noises (to keep 
Mrs Darwin happy?) about a Creator breathing 
life into "a few forms or even one". Elsewhere in 
The Origin of Species he made repeated scathing 
attacks on creationism. In the fiction-universe, the 



curtain can more easily be pushed back. 

Even mysteries have their own shape. A repeated 
dream in my own childhood was of a perfect 
sphere in space that was somehow doubled, one 
part smooth as a billiard ball, the other rough and 
stippled like a quandong seed or the surface of a 
brain. They were two moons overlapping against 
the deep blackness of space. Both were equally 
desirable to touch, yet struggling awake I could 
never decide which of the two was most 
satisfying. 

If this is an obvious early memory of breast 
feeding it explains nothing away. Now I think it 
could just as easily be the end-point of psyche as 
the start. Whatever, a longing for reconciliation of 
opposites spilled over into personality and shaped 
my engagement with language, words struggling 
before the ebb and flow of feeling. In the 
character of Covington, similar longings occur. 
Here is where the historical record invites rather 
than unfolds an interpretation. 

Midway through the voyage of the Beagle Darwin 
wrote to his sister back in England: 

"Tell my father how much obliged I am for the 
affectionate way he speaks about my having a 



servant. It has made a great difference in my 
comfort; there is a standing order, in the Ship, 
that no one, excepting in civilised ports, leaves 
the vessel by himself. By thus having a constant 
companion, I am rendered much more 
independent, in that most dependent of all lives, a 
life on board." But: "My servant is an odd sort of 
person," Darwin continued, "I do not very much 
like him; but he is, perhaps from his very oddity, 
very well adapted to all my purposes." I read on in 
the archive, looking for clues as to why Darwin 
did not like Covington, why he was "odd". None 
emerged. 

Perhaps we all resent those we come to depend 
on absolutely … Maybe this was just a class thing 
… If so, did Covington buck against his lowly 
station in life? … Make himself uppity to the 
upper-class Darwin? … Was it his looks, like Billy 
Budd in Herman Melville? … His beliefs?...An 
over-willingness to please? … A stickiness of 
manner? … Was it his sexuality? 

What might it have been in Covington's presence 
that evoked this negative but needful prickliness 
in Darwin? 

Fiction comes out of just this vacuum of 
explanation, charting a relationship whose inner 



life begs to be imagined. 

At the same time, as Isaac Bashevis Singer has 
observed, a novel must be full of detail just as 
music must be full of notes. 

I filled myself with seafaring lore and combed 
through Darwin's letters and diaries catching hold 
of clues. Covington learned collecting, preserving, 
shooting and packing skills from Darwin, slitting 
open birds' stomachs, poking through half-
digested contents, digging bones of prehistoric 
animals from Patagonian river banks, hefting, 
carting, sorting, storing. Seeking a language for 
Covington to represent an older, more trusting 
religion, and to stand against Darwin's "modern" 
pattern of thought, I delved into "Pilgrim's 
Progress". This is perhaps the most anxiety-
ridden book I have ever read, and as a 
homeopathic against its potential to swamp 
Covington with dampness of soul I gave him a 
vigorous libido and an honest heart. Strength of 
character emerges naturally from such a 
doubling. It gave Covington a trump card to play 
against his master, even if unconsciously. 

I gained a picture of Darwin enjoying himself and 
always collecting ahead of his ideas -- as when 
he desperately wanted to bag a particular small 



ostrich he'd heard about, then thoughtlessly 
cooked and ate one, realising too late it was the 
rare species he sought. Later it was named after 
him, the rhea Darwinii. Novels get written the 
same way, I reflected. Action precedes the idea, 
otherwise no life. 

I had started with poetry, as a younger writer, but 
became impatient with the narrow range of life 
that arrived in my work. Twenty years ago I 
turned to novels seeking a wider canvas. After 
writing six, plus an autobiographical work, 
Shearers' Motel, using fictional technique to grasp 
the essence of an experience, certain patterns 
become clearer. Even the novels that are full of 
social and historical detail, like Mr Darwin's 
Shooter and my first novel, 1915, are slaves to 
fictional demand just as surely as more image-
based novels like Water Man and The Slap. Call it 
manifest shape, inherent structure, or the destiny 
of character. 

A novel is like an individual in this sense. We can 
plot our personal histories, but can only guess 
beyond them. Despite our deepest psychologies 
we cannot say why we are who we are. We are 
mysteries to ourselves. We can plan our lives and 
see intention thrown by the wayside almost as a 
joke. Lying in the gutter we reach for the stars. 



In another sense the novel is not like an individual 
at all: it is in the hands of an attentive god, the 
author, and invested with purpose -- call it 
meaningful redemption of its mystifying 
beginning. 

To say this about our own lives is an assumption 
that most of us including Darwin are reluctant to 
make, though like a novelist Darwin saw far and 
wide jammed up with close and grainy. Also like a 
novelist he was guided by a formative image -- 
late in life he recalled a childhood memory: locked 
in a room as punishment, he ran around trying to 
break the windows to get out. Complementing 
this, I invented a formative image for Covington: a 
young man leaping a stile in a stained glass 
window, John Bunyan's Christian glimpsed from 
his mother's lap in his earliest memories. 

The two young men, servant and master, were to 
remain as close as man and wife (metaphorically 
speaking in their cluttered lodgings on land and 
sea) almost constantly from 1832 to 1839, during 
the entire voyage of the Beagle and for the two 
and a half crucial years following. "Servant" was a 
term covering many duties in their time together. 

Covington was taxidermist, valet, trusted house-



servant, clerk and copyist. He pickled fish, 
prepared botanical specimens, and became 
expert with insects and all manner of wriggling, 
fluttering, crawling life. As the voyage proceeded 
he emerged as a prodigious collector, shooting 
most of Darwin's birds (including the famous 
finches taken on the Galapagos islands) and 
being responsible, it seems, for all of Darwin's 
insects collected during his brief sojourn in 
Sydney. By the end, Covington was badly deaf 
from all the shooting. 

Darwin's archive is an immense resource: he 
remains the most thoroughly documented 
scientific genius of the nineteenth century. The 
voyage of the Beagle was a period of adventure 
and travel forcibly linked to an intellectual drama 
"far more thrilling" (as Stephen Jay Gould has 
observed) than the voyage itself, thanks to "the 
impact upon human history" of the religious and 
scientific conflict aroused by Darwin. 

I wondered about that conflict cutting deep into an 
individual's psychological sense of himself. 
Covington's, that is. 

He was born obscurely in Bedford, the home town 
of John Bunyan and religious non-conformity. 
Building from this lone early established fact, I 



created him imbued with trusting faith from 
childhood, coming from an older England, a 
stranger to the Anglicanism of the ruling order. 
Darwin was the son of the richest man in 
Derbyshire, and was half-heartedly planning to 
serve as a curate when he returned to England, if 
only he could find a parish with scope for nature 
study. 

It was not to be. As even the sketchiest reading of 
The Origin of Species will reveal, Darwin became 
remorselessly and even aggressively atheist as 
time went on. 

While I invented no facts around the Darwin 
archive, I interpreted Covington for fictional 
purposes by taking the known facts of his life into 
the realm of speculation. This applies particularly 
to the parts of Covington's life pre-Darwin, and to 
episodes in South America where an older 
woman urged her passion into Covington's life 
with later consequences for the plot. Also to the 
last year of his life, 1860 through to early 1861, as 
Covington awaited the arrival in Australia of The 
Origin of Species and I strove for some sort of 
reconciliation between science and religion in the 
spirit of this one person, Covington. 

Early in the book I found myself writing the 



following, the first notes of an overture demanding 
an entire relationship to unfold, with implications 
for plot and character throughout: "Entering the 
Heads of Port Jackson just after dawn the captain 
found Covington utterly stricken. His eyes were 
open, watchful, but he uttered not a word. With 
sails slack and the schooner steady on the tide 
the sufferer was offloaded forthwith and rowed to 
a Dr MacCracken's cottage in an arm of the 
harbour at Watson's Bay." 

(To allow readers interested to see where fact 
and fiction vary, I appended a list of sources and 
acknowledgements in an author's note at the 
back of the book.) 

Covington's archive by comparison with Darwin's 
is tiny. It consists of a contested birth-date, a 
scrappy diary held in the Mitchell Library, Sydney, 
a few watercolours, a photograph, and scattered 
mentions in Darwin's letters and diaries. 

Involved in the writing process, for me, is 
something closely related to formative imagery -- 
a kind of abstraction hovering just ahead of me, 
the feeling of a cat's cradle or a spindly 
constellation, an odd-shaped map of lines and 
connections. It is almost like a pre-apprehended 
form, an image of where the novel's growth has to 



go before it will stop, and enough light has been 
shed. Morphology is the name of the subject in 
natural history, its most interesting department, 
according to Darwin, "its very soul." It sometimes 
feels as if each book has a pre-existing soul and 
the only duty of the writer is to bring it up in 
colour, shape, and extent. 

Beforehand, with a novel, I have what might be 
roughly described as a subject area (war, flight, 
horses, water divining, fire, evolution) but no idea 
where I will go in terms of character, incident, and 
detail, except that thrown far ahead of me is the 
feeling I have to reach and satisfy. This feeling is 
almost the definition of impossibility, the crux to 
me personally, though it might pass almost 
unnoticed by the reader (because when I get 
there, an inner knot dissolves, its shadow fades 
against the texture of the whole). In Mr Darwin's 
Shooter the point I aimed to reach was a 
reconciliation of science and religion. Where 
could this happen except in the dramatized life of 
an individual? 

The letters Darwin wrote to Covington later in life 
were especially useful clues to work backwards 
from. Blandly friendly on the surface, wearily 
nostalgic, they cannot be described as warm-
hearted. Whimsically envious of Covington's 



financial success and improved station in life, and 
of the health of Covington's children, they are 
none the less condescending, in my view -- the 
letters of a distant master to a stolid old servant. 
Darwin sent Covington a silver ear trumpet and 
asked him to collect barnacles from nearby rocks, 
and wrote congratulating him on how well they 
were packed. Was there a touch of guilt in that 
ear trumpet? Darwin still wanted favours from 
Covington, and was never known for his 
gratitude. 

I based my story on such slender threads, 
perhaps, but I wanted more from this relationship 
than was there on show. I wanted love, maybe as 
an antidote to Darwin's spiritual bleakness. I 
wanted redemption. For this Covington's nature 
had to be passionate all through. 

When I looked at Covington's photograph I saw 
that stoic, embattled survivor, that deaf man's 
look of waiting to be surprised. What was 
Covington holding in? I wanted this man bursting 
into bloom behind Darwin's back for his whole life. 
And so the real Covington and the fictional 
Covington travel parallel but not together in my 
pages. 

In my other books, these knots of being have 



involved depicting a son's meeting the gloomy, 
zombie-like father who died before he was born 
(Water Man); a moment of rebirth expressed 
through repeated live burial (Rough Wallaby); the 
unrestrained flight of heavy objects (Slipstream); 
death by fire as the complete expression of a life 
(The Slap); boys overcoming the physical 
nightmare of war (1915). 

Transformation of self, severely frustrated, seems 
to be a guiding light in my fiction. Facing, and 
somehow overcoming, a prospect of live burial 
(actual or metaphorical) is in every book I have 
written. Perhaps this will change. The other 
pattern obvious to me is that the main male 
character in every book is inarticulate in some 
sense. In The Slap this is true to the fullest 
extent -- a full voice is denied to the main 
character in maturity. The same fate threatens 
Covington as in later years he awaits the arrival of 
The Origin of Species in Australia and truculently 
wonders if history has left him out. 

As for the famous finches, which play a small but 
crucial part in the novel, Darwin had assumed, 
when they were on the Galapagos, that as the 
islands were close together "no reason was 
possible for their harbouring different species true 
to their own islands", and so, as a creationist 



(still) he had not labelled them by island. But the 
real Covington had labelled by island the birds he 
had shot for his own private and potentially 
saleable collection. When they were back in 
London Darwin called for these birds to be 
examined by John Gould at the Zoological 
Society. 

There at 36 Great Marlborough Street Darwin 
sorted, listed, and wrote up the immense haul of 
material with Covington at his side. It was during 
this time that he first admitted to natural selection 
in private notes. Thus I propose that my fictional 
Covington, alone, and excluding Darwin's more 
illustrious contemporaries in this period after the 
voyage, had not just an instinct for but a 
knowledge of what Darwin was grappling with in 
his understanding. 

Then came the day in 1839 when Darwin 
announced his impending marriage. He 
presented Covington with a golden guinea, 
dismissed him from his service, and Covington 
(somewhat stung, as might be imagined, but 
stoical) took ship for New South Wales. 

In Australia Covington married, had the same 
number of children as Darwin, prospered 
financially, became innkeeper and postmaster at 



Pambula, in southern New South Wales. He 
maintained his polite correspondence with Darwin 
over more than twenty years. (Covington's side of 
the correspondence has been lost.) 

Looking back over his life I have Covington 
obsessively ask a question: Had Darwin on their 
voyage found proof of natural selection as a 
theory able to explain life on earth as completely 
as creationism? More importantly, had Covington 
himself handed the proof over to Darwin -- 
willingly and blindly? Had he thus committed, as 
he puts it to himself, a crime against God and his 
own good nature? 

Had there been a violation of good will? Worse -- 
insult from the arrangement of reality itself? 

On the eve of publication of The Origin of Species 
Darwin wrote to his former servant: 

"Dear Covington, I have for some years been 
preparing a work for publication which I 
commenced twenty years ago, and for which I 
sometimes find extracts in your handwriting! The 
work will be my biggest; it treats on the origin of 
varieties of our domestic animals and plants, and 
on the origin of species in a state of nature. I have 
to discuss every branch of natural history, and the 



work is beyond my strength and tries me sorely." 

It was a lot of work they had done together, so 
much that Darwin's latest biographer, Janet 
Brown, in Charles Darwin: Voyaging (1995) 
names Covington as "the unacknowledged 
shadow behind Darwin's every triumph." It is no 
mere whim therefore to elevate him somewhat in 
character from the plain, worthy, and dutiful 
picture that emerges by reflection in Darwin's 
letters to him, and in Covington's own rather 
scrappy and unimaginative diary. Luckily fiction is 
able to do that, and go where history cannot 
tread. 

The reconciliation of science and religion is a 
metaphysical question that is often written about 
as an aspect of sociology, ready to happen "out 
there". Yet where can it happen except in this 
unique universe of one? Because plot is one of 
the requirements of fiction, a "when" as well as a 
"who" is demanded. Writing this novel I had to be 
patient until the moment of reconciliation 
materialised, dramatically speaking, and then I 
could bring the pages to a close. 

Roger McDonald, Edgecliff, NSW. Mr Darwin's 
Shooter was published in 1998 by published by 
Alfred A. Knopf. This essay was funded by the 



Literature Fund of the Australia Council.

------------------------------------------------------------------
------------

"New book offers fictional portrait of "Beagle" 
voyager " - Review by Michael Sims 

FEBRUARY 8, 1999: The most recent of Charles 
Darwin's many biographers describes Syms 
Covington, Darwin's assistant aboard the Beagle, 
as the "unacknowledged shadow behind Darwin's 
every triumph." This view is a revisionist 
promotion, but the Australian novelist Roger 
McDonald tops it in his new book, Mr. Darwin's 
Shooter. McDonald's clever and moving historical 
novel places Syms Covington in center stage and 
recasts Darwin as a supporting actor. 

McDonald is a passionate writer who loves the 
tastes and textures of the world but never loses 
touch with the shifting, tempestuous emotions of 
his characters. Such attention and imagination 
naturally beget an original prose style, but it is still 
surprising and fun to find McDonald so playful 
and Dickensian in his new book. Not surprisingly, 
he is also a poet and essayist. 

The hero of Mr. Darwin's Shooter is a surprising 



choice. Syms Covington is not an important 
historical figure just now receiving his due. He 
was simply in the right place at the right time and 
had the talent and character to fill a minor but 
essential role--man Friday, "shooter," and 
factotum to the young adventurer who would 
become one of the most influential scientists in 
history. Nowadays, only archaeologists of 
Darwin's era remember Syms Covington. 
But the limitations of our knowledge about the 
historical Covington don't apply to fiction. Art, as 
someone once said, exists to cut the raw taste of 
the facts. And fortunately, Covington's shadowy 
role caught the imagination of a talented novelist. 
Rather than offering dry variations on a historical 
theme, Roger McDonald gives us a wild 
adventure around the world that has something of 
the verve of Robert Louis Stevenson and the 
lyricism of Herman Melville. 
There is no grander theme than the determination 
of our place in the world, and there is no moment 
in history more fascinating than Darwin's much-
mythologized voyage of discovery. However, you 
don't need to have read Darwin's own account of 
the Beagle voyage to appreciate McDonald's 
book. McDonald has created earthy, convincing, 
sometimes heart-breaking characters, and, like a 
film director, has placed their story in lovingly 
detailed sets. Every page sparkles with bits of 



business that flesh out the reader's picture of 
daily 19th-century existence. Even more 
impressive, the writer captures the taken-for-
granted assumptions of an era dramatically 
different from our own. 

Darwin needed a "shooter" because one of his 
chief goals, as unpaid naturalist on what was 
primarily a surveying mission, was the collection 
of animals, plants, and minerals new to science. 
This task required the killing of a great many 
animals and the immediate preservation of their 
corpses. Covington was only 15 years old when 
he first undertook these tasks aboard H.M.S. 
Beagle. Darwin himself was in his early 20s. 

McDonald's Covington is unrefined to the point of 
wildness, but he is an astute observer. He sees 
straight through the protective manners of those 
around him. Darwin himself comes across as a 
young, well-meaning stuffed shirt: "Darwin refined 
his manner of keeping him at arm's length without 
spoiling his use. None of this was lost on 
Covington, who might have no science but could 
read the emotions the way naturalists read their 
Carolus Linnaeus." 

In the first chapter, Syms Covington is 12 years 
old, running wild, still marinating in a primitive 



fundamentalism. 

McDonald's book follows him through his first 
meeting with Darwin, during his life aboard the 
Beagle, and on into middle age. 

Covington, we learn, is most charming in his 
youth. The naïf's discovery of the world 
rediscovers it for us. But Darwin and his shooter 
are out in the world not merely to admire nature's 
artworks but to determine their place in a scheme 
of things. In this regard, McDonald nicely 
captures the flavour of scientific adventure in the 
1830s. "From birds to stones and bones and back 
to birds again," he writes, "the mood was always 
the looking under of surfaces." 

Contrary to their frequent simplistic portrayals, 
artists and scientists are not enemies. Their tasks 
require the same tools--observation and 
imagination. Roger McDonald's Mr. Darwin's 
Shooter, like Darwin's own Voyage of the Beagle, 
proves this point. In either science or art, the 
most important thing is always the looking under 
of surfaces.

---------------------------------------------------------
In Darwin's Shadow - Imagining the life of the 
man who did the field work for `The Origin of 



Species'

Review by Norah Vincent, Boston Globe, Sunday, 
January 24, 1999.

Mr. Darwin's Shooter
By Roger McDonald. Atlantic Monthly Press. 365 
pp. $25.

It's a fair bet you haven't heard of Roger 
McDonald, but that's about to change, once word 
gets around about his near-perfect new novel, 
``Mr. Darwin's Shooter.'' Although this Australian 
novelist has won his country's National Book 
Award, his books (``Slipstream,'' ``Water Man,'' 
and ``1915'') are all but out of print in this country. 
In the coming months, that too may change. In 
this latest novel, McDonald has given us a work 
of distinction that should establish him on this 
side of the world as a widely read man of letters.

``Mr. Darwin's Shooter'' is the story of Syms 
Covington, Charles Darwin's real-life manservant 
and right-hand man on and off the HMS Beagle 
from 1832 to 1839. Covington is mentioned only 
briefly in Darwin's letters, and not very flatteringly: 
``My servant,'' wrote Darwin in a letter to his sister 
from aboard the Beagle, ``is an odd sort of 



person; I do not very much like him; but he is, 
perhaps, from his very oddity, very well adapted 
to all my purposes.''

Only a few scant details of Covington's life were 
discoverable in Darwin's papers, or in Covington's 
(his small, unpublished diary is housed in 
Sydney's Mitchell Library). McDonald was able, 
however, to piece together evidence showing that 
Covington was, as Darwin biographer Janet 
Brown wrote, ``the unacknowledged shadow 
behind [Darwin's] every triumph.'' Further 
documentation suggested to McDonald that the 
specimens Covington collected on the Galapagos 
Islands (particularly the finches he took back to 
England as private souvenirs), being better 
labelled than Darwin's, were the actual 
specimens Darwin borrowed to use as proof of 
his theory of natural selection. Yet Covington was 
never given credit for this contribution, nor for the 
vital role he played in Darwin's field work as a 
whole.

Covington was the man who did most of the 
killing, fetching, and skinning in South America. 
He even served as Darwin's secretary upon their 
return to England. For two years they lived in the 
same house, with Darwin busily sorting his data 
and Covington recopying Darwin's notes. In 1839, 



Covington emigrated to Australia and maintained 
a correspondence with Darwin until he received 
his long-awaited copy of ``The Origin of Species.'' 
Covington died soon thereafter, ``of a paralysis,'' 
in 1861.

Those are most of the available facts on 
Covington. From them, McDonald constructs an 
imagined life story, and a remarkably complex 
inner life for a man history might have otherwise 
recorded only as a footnote, or worse, a footman. 

At age 12, McDonald's Covington leaves his 
native Bedford and becomes a deck hand on a 
British naval schooner bound for Lisbon, then 
Brazil, Argentina, Cape Horn, and beyond. ``Part 
of their orders as naval surveyors,'' writes 
McDonald, ``was the getting of creatures.'' Thus, 
Covington, along with a handful of other young 
recruits, earns his sea legs and begins learning 
the trade that will make him useful to Darwin. 
Under the tutelage of his mentor, seaman John 
Phipps, Covington memorizes his catechism, 
which includes copious passages from John 
Bunyan. Little does Covington know that his 
deepening faith and his naturalist's trade will 
come into heady and shattering conflict over the 
course of his life. McDonald suggests that this 
conflict in Covington's heart and mind, so 



representative of the larger conflict that erupted 
throughout the world in response to Darwin's 
theories, was the eventual cause of his sudden 
death.

But for McDonald, Covington epitomizes far more 
than the cognitive dissonance that evolutionary 
theory wrought among the faithful. ``Mr. Darwin's 
Shooter'' is as much about class in 19th-century 
England as it is about the conflict between 
science and religion, or between proof and belief. 
On the outside, Covington is a common man, a 
butcher's son, simple, carnal, stalwart, and 
brusque. Conversely, Darwin is a refined, 
supremely well-educated gentleman. The gap 
between them is enormous and, in keeping with 
the inveterate rigidity of social status in England 
at the time, unbridgeable. McDonald implies 
(strongly) that Covington's lowliness goes a long 
way toward explaining why Darwin never 
recognized his contribution to the ``Origin'' 
project, much less ever gave credence to the 
man's obvious intelligence and intuitive depth. 
One might even go so far as to say that, if 
Covington had been a ``gentleman'' of Darwin's 
own class, it would have been almost unthinkable 
for Darwin to omit at least some reference to his 
assistant/partner. McDonald entwines these two 
thematic threads expertly when he has Covington 



finally receive his copy of ``The Origin'' in his 
dotage in Australia. The expectant Covington fails 
to find any mention of his name in the book, and 
explodes with two decades' worth of pent-up 
rage. The crushing blow of being dismissed, 
coupled with the psychic weight of thinking 
himself, as he says, (Last updated: 07/04/2010 
21:46:11)
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STENTON THOMAS COVINGTON (857). Born: 4 
Nov 1856 in Croydon, London. Father: Covington, 
Thomas (868). Mother: Saunders,Sarah Anna 
Maria (5178).  Mar: Apr-Jun 1896 in Croydon, 
London to Bolger-Gibbs, Annie Christina (4404). 
Died: 22 Nov 1935 in Marylebone, London aged 
79.  Christened 30 Nov 1856 Immanuel 
Streatham Common. Child Eric Stenton(288).- 
note he was born 8 years before marriage to 
Annie C 

Left Liverpool to Colombo, Sri Lanka in 1925 then 
from Southampton by boat in 1927 & again in 
1931 destined for Jakarta, Batavia, Indonesia. 

Educated privately at King's College School, 
London. Director of the Westminster Fire-Office, 
27 King St, Covent Garden. Awarded F.R.G.S, 
M.R.I & M.J.S. Hobbies included open space and 
play-grounds work, since 1873. In 1903 lived at 
100 Beulah Hill, Norwood, S.E.London. The 
Lodge, Gibson's Hill, Streatham, Surrey & 
Stepholme, Fowey, Cornwall. Was a member of- 
West Indian & Royal Fowey Yacht Clubs. In fire 
insurance for over 50 years; Member of the West 
India Committee; Hon. Freeman of the Borough 
of Fowey; travelled extensively in Russia and the 
Far East, as well as in the U.S.A. and Canada; 
joined the Board of the Westminster Fire Office 



after many years as Secretary; 

Was on the Council of the National Trust, and has 
given to the nation both headlands of Fowey 
Harbour, and to the town, woods overlooking; 
Vice-Chairman of the Metropolitan Public 
Gardens Association; Member of the Council for 
the preservation of Rural England and of the 
Commons Preservation Society.

He co-ordinated local efforts to acquire some 35 
acres of The Rookery & Norwood Grove for the 
local public. He organised fund raising and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury became patron of his 
scheme to raise £16,700. It took 12 months to 
achieve his goal, obtaining funds from London 
County Council, £5000, Croydon Corporation, 
£2000, Lambeth Council, £1500 and Wandsworth 
Council, £1500. He contributed £300 of his own 
money to start the appeal and paid all the costs of 
the appeal hearing. Norwood Grove was finally 
opened to the public by H.R.H. The Prince of 
Wales on Tuesday, 16 November 1926. A nearby 
road Covington Way was named in honour of 
Stenton T. Covington. 

The Order of Proceedings for the opening cites 
that "His Royal Highness will arrive at the main 
entrance of the house at 3 o'clock, where he will 



be received by His Worship the Mayor of Croydon 
(Mr Councillor Camden Field) and Mrs Camden 
Field, the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey and Lady 
Ashcombe, Mr and Mrs Stenton Covington and 
the Town Clerk of Croydon (Dr J.M. Newnham 
O.B.E.) and Mrs Newnham. 

"……… Mr. Covington, Honorary Secretary of the 
Acquisition Committee, will ask the Prince to 
receive and hand the Title Deeds to the Mayor of 
Croydon. Mr Covington, speaking for the 
Committee, will ask the Prince to set his seal 
upon the work of the Committee by accepting the 
Deeds for that purpose and by declaring the 
property open and dedicated to the public use 
and enjoyment for ever." Also in attendance was 
Crescens Kingsley Covington Esq M.C., a 
Representative of the Acquisition Committee. 
(Who Was Who 1929-40)(Post Office London 
Directory 1904)(Kelly's Directory 1903 Surrey & 
Middlesex).

Stenton Covington: Benefactor and Early 
Conservationist of the Rookery, Streatham and 
Norwood Grove Paperback – Import, June 1, 
2007 by Daphne K. Marchan.

Probate 5 Mar 1936 Surrey, beneficiaries( Annie 
Christina Covington, Crescens Kingsley 



Covington & Arthur George Weeks. (Last 
updated: 01/04/2001)
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Susannah COVINGTON (4295). Born: 11 Mar 
1816 in Olney, Buckinghamshire. Father: 
Freeman, William (0). Mother: Tyrell, Elizabeth 
(0).  Mar: 19 Jul 1840 in Bedford, Bedfordshire to 
Covington, Josiah (668). Died: 4 Mar 1881 in 
Ogden, Weber Co UT aged 64.  One of the 
original Utah Mormon Pioneer Overland 
Travellers (1847-1868). 

Known as Susan. Christened 27 Oct 1816 at 
Olney, Bucks, England. Appears in 1861 Census 
living in West Derby employed as a Boot binder. 
Buried at Ogden City Cemetery, Weber, Utah, 
USA.

On 11 March 1816 Susan Freeman was born in 
Olney, Bucks England, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Tyrrell Freeman. She was the youngest 
of five children – three boys and two girls: 
Richard, born 25 February 1799; Isabella, born 15 
August 1802; Samuel, born 4 March 1806; 
Thomas, born 26 May 1811. They were born in 
Olney, Bucks, England at the home of their 
parents. 

Susan's father, William Freeman, was born in 
Olney, Bucks, England and was christened 27 
April 1764. Her mother, Elizabeth Tyrrell, was 
born in Olney, Bucks, England as was christened 



14 April 1774. Both died in Olney, Bucks, England 
and were buried there. 

Samuel, Susan's older brother, is our Freeman 
ancestor. We have to assume that Susan 
received as much education as they had at that 
time in Olney. At the proper age she worked as a 
servant in Bedford, England. She met Josiah 
Covington in Bedford and they were married 19 
July 1841. Josiah was a shoemaker. He was born 
10 Jan 1820 in Bedford, England. His father was 
Berrill Covington, born 6 July 1794 in 
Wellingborough, Northants, England. His mother 
was Elizabeth Hodges born 29 October 1793 in 
Bedford, Beds, England. Records show that 
Josiah and Susan and his parents were baptized 
into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in July 1841. 

Josiah and Susan were parents of six children: 
Mary Ann born 2 June 1842 at Bedford, England; 
Josiah Jr. Born 3 June 1845 at Bermondsey, St. 
James; Berrill born 6 May 1848 at Bedford; Susan 
Hannah born 10 February 1850 at Windsor Lane, 
West Darby; Edward Thomas Ord born 15 August 
1853 at Liverpool; William Henry born 24 
November 1862 at Liverpool. They made their 
home in Liverpool until they could get enough 
money ahead to come to the United States and 



on to Utah. 

Some time in 1863 they sent their daughter, Mary 
Ann, who was twenty-one and their son, Berrill, 
who was fifteen to the United States. They came 
to Salt Lake City and then on to Ogden. The 
following year, Susan and the following children, 
Edward Thomas Ord, Susan Hannah and William, 
sailed aboard the General McClellan, leaving 
Liverpool on 21 May 1864. Her husband, Josiah 
Sr., and son, Josiah Jr., were left behind. They 
were to follow as soon as they saved enough for 
their fare. Things happened, plans changed, they 
never emigrated, and they continued to live in 
Liverpool. Josiah married a niece of Susan's and 
raised a family in England. He was later 
excommunicated from the Church. The son, 
Josiah, we have no record of, other than his birth 
in Bermondsey, Surrey, England (St. James 
Church records). 

On board the McClellan sailing vessel were 802 
Latter-day Saints immigrating under the direction 
of President Thomas E. Jeremy and counsellors 
Joe Bull and George Bywater with John C. 
Graham as clerk. The counsellors were returning 
missionaries.

During the voyage, which took thirty-three days, 



the seas were rough with heavy storms, making 
the voyage very unpleasant. One night a terrific 
storm arose and did a great deal of damage to 
the ship. The main mast was broken, so there 
was grave danger of the vessel sinking. The 
passengers were warned of this danger and 
prepared to board the life boats. Members of the 
Church, including the returning missionaries, 
gathered together and humbly prayed for their 
safety and the safety of the ship. The storm 
passed over with no loss of life. 

The next morning the captain called the Saints on 
deck and told them that if it had not been for their 
faith and prayers the ship and many lives would 
have been lost. He acknowledged that a supreme 
power had guided the ship. During the crossing 
one child died and was buried at sea; two children 
were born; and four couples were married. 

After the hazardous voyage by ship, they arrived 
in New York 23 June 1864. President Thomas E. 
Jeremy relates in a letter to President George Q. 
Cannon in England, dated 2 July 1864, that upon 
their arrival in New York they boarded a steamer 
for Albany, New York. There they boarded a train 
to St. Joseph, Missouri. Some delays occurred on 
the railroad on the way to St. Joseph. At Buffalo, 
New York the railroad officials distributed a 



quantity of biscuits and cheese. Additional food 
was provided by the railroad officials at Chicago, 
Illinois. While in Chicago, President Jeremy met 
Judge Kinney of Utah and Elders William Goble 
and Francis A. H. Mitchell. Together hey gave 
him fifty dollars to assist the immigrants. This 
money and the generous help of the railroad 
officials was much appreciated. As a large 
number of the immigrants were entirely destitute 
of means, they were dependent upon President 
Jeremy and his assistants to supply their needs. 

On arrival at St. Joseph, Missouri they began 
getting ready to travel to Utah. Some time before 
15 July 1864 Susan and children started traveling 
with the Joseph Sharp Rawlins company, a 
Church train of ox drawn wagons. This company 
consisted of about four hundred immigrating 
Saints. They left Wyoming, Nebraska 15 July 
1864. Most of them had crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

They had the usual pioneer trials. A telegram sent 
to President Young from Sweet Water bridge, 
dated 1 September 1864 stated that the wagon 
train was in fine condition and was doing well. 
Another telegram sent from Little Sandy 9 
September stated that the wagon train was still in 
good condition and that the cattle were traveling 



well. The company arrived in Salt Lake City 20 
September 1864. 

How long Susan and children stayed in Salt Lake 
City I have not been able to find. Her daughter 
Mary Ann and son Berrill, were in Ogden or soon 
moved there after their mother arrived. Mary An 
met and then married Chauncy Walker West in 
1866. She was his eighth wife. He was bishop of 
the Third Ward in Ogden. He had many and 
varied interests. Some of his interests were: a 
lumber mill in Ogden Canyon; a tannery in Ogden 
making boots, shoes, harnesses and saddles; a 
blacksmith shop where the Methodist Church 
stands on 26th and Jefferson; a meat market on 
the same street; a fine livery stable, a hotel on the 
corner of Main and 24th Street. These activities 
provided plenty of places for people to work. Mary 
Ann's sister, Susan Hannah, also married 
Chauncy in 1867, being his ninth wife. 

Mary Ann had two boys, Milton J. And Orlando. 
Susan Hannah had just one child, a daughter who 
died. Berrill married Marie Louise Newman and 
they had six girls and four boys. I knew some of 
his children before I found out that they were 
related to me. 

Berrill worked for the railroad. Edward Thomas 



Ord married Henrietta Tyrrell and had eight girls 
and five boys. I have m

Chauncey Walker West died 9 January 1870. 
Mary Ann later met and married Aaron Ross. 
They had two girls and two boys. The girls were 
Mae and Sue and the Boys were Aaron and 
Montella. The son, Aaron Ross, was a doctor in 
Ogden and I worked with him. Kay and Marilyn 
Freeman were in the Twenty-eighth Ward with 
Aaron and his family in the early 1950's. Aaron 
was in the presidency for the elders quorum. 

Susan Hannah Covington West remarried, but 
died in childbirth as did the baby. 

Susan Freeman Covington died 4 March 1881 at 
the age of sixty-four from what they called, 
"softening of the brain." She is buried in the 
Ogden City Cemetery. 

On visiting the cemetery there was no account of 
her death in the regular files. They finally found 
her in the unknown file. She was just listed as 
Mrs. Covington, mother of Mary Ann and Susan 
Hannah Wells. I gave them the proper information 
so she is now listed as Susan Freeman 
Covington and is buried on the Silas Minter lot, 
but the exact location on the lot is unknown. 



(taken from Family History of George Richard and 
Euphemia Jane Freeman (1990), ) (Last updated: 
01/04/2001)
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TRISHA COVINGTON (5722). Born: about 1974 
in Cleveland, Cuyahoga Co OH. Father: not 
known (0). Mother: not known (0).    An African-
American R&B singer who scored a top 40 R&B 
hit in 1994 in the U.S. "Why You Wanna Play Me 
Out?" which reached number 26. She had been 
signed to Columbia Records from 1994-1998. Her 
follow up single, "Slow Down," was released on 1 
Oct 1995, and reached No. 79 in the US. That 
year also saw the release of her debut album, 
Call Me.

In 2008, she appeared on Randy Jackson's 
compilation album Randy Jackson's Music Club, 
Volume One, on the song "What Am I So Afraid 
Of" with Keke Wyatt and Kiley Dean.

As of 2011, she was currently working on a new 
album with two recently released songs, "Good 
Together" and "Broken Record." She has recently 
gone on tour to Africa with Jermaine Jackson and 
is appearing in various shows. 

Personnel on "Call Me": Trisha Covington 
(vocals), Alan "Byrd" Tatum , Larry Johnson, Kyle 
West, Clarence Covington, Jr. (various 
instruments), Randy D. Jackson, John "Jay" 
Mitchell, Kenny "Smoove" Kornegay, Darin 
"Pianoman" Whittington (various instruments, 



background vocals), Tim Heintz, Roman Johnson, 
David Kahne (keyboards), Dexter Story, Tim 
Story (drum programming), Sherree Ford-Payne, 
Marc Nelson, Joe Stonestreet, Maisha Dunn, Eric 
Garner (background vocals).

Producers: Alan "Byrd" Tatum (track 1); Randy D. 
Jackson (tracks 2, 4); Marc Nelson, Kyle West, 
Randy Jackson (track 3); Chris Taylor (track 5); 
Clarence Covington, Jr. (track 6); Cadillac & Wine 
(track 7); Clarence Covington, Jr., Randy D. 
Jackson (tracks 8, 11): Randy D. Jackson, John 
"Jay" Mitchell (track 9); Kenny "Smoove" 
Kornegay (track 10); Kenny "Smoove" Kornegay, 
Alan "Byrd" Tatum (track 12). 

Engineers: Conley Abrams (track 1); Allen 
Abrahamson (tracks 2, 4, 8-9, 11); Michael 
Fennel, Paul Logas, Allen Abrahamson (tracks 3); 
Chris Taylor, Allen Abrahamson (track 5); Ted 
Vautrinot (track 6); Don Juan (track 7); Jonnie 
Most (track 10). Album Released: 01/10/1995 on 
Columbia, Stereo/Studio. Tracks: Why You 
Wanna Play Me Out?, Same Old Thang, Slow 
Down, All In Love Is Fair, So Tight, Call Me, Let's 
Get It On, Bedtime, Don't Leave Me Lonely, Givin' 
It Up, Anything, Anytime, Why You Wanna Play 
Me Out? (K's Reprise) (Last updated: 24/09/2009 
15:11:15)
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URSLEY OLENA COVINGTON (10765). Born: 10 
Feb 1910 in Niangua, Webster Co MO. Father: 
Covington, William (10761). Mother: Pack, Sarah 
(10762).  Mar: 2 Dec 1931 in El Reno, Canadian 
Co OK to Cook, Arthur Sherman (). Died: 13 Apr 
2012 in Springfield, Greene Co MO aged 102.  
Known as Lena. She & her non-identical twin 
sister Ida at Feb 2021 were placed 48th in the 
world's all time oldest twins (23rd in U.S.) of 
which one had passed away. When Lena died 
she was 102 years & 69 days, her sister Ida lived 
until she was 104 years & 61 days. As at Feb 
2021 there were still 15 sets of twins still alive 
over 103 years of age, the eldest pair being 107 
years & 177 days.

Obituary reads "Lena was a member of Praise 
Assembly for over thirty years, she was saved in 
1935. Her family wishes to thank all the staff at 
Maranatha Village, Seasons Hospice and her 
many friends at Praise Assembly. Lena was a 
faithful Christian who read her Bible and prayed 
for so many people every day. She loved her Lord 
and witnessed to all." (Last updated: 16/08/2001 
19:57:03)
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Virginia Maria COVINGTON (9462). Born: 12 July 
1955 in Tampa, Hillsborough Co FL. Father: 
Hernandez (0). Mother: not known (0).    Judge 
Virginia M. Hernandez Covington was born in 
Tampa, Florida, on July 12, 1955, the daughter of 
a Cuban mother. She is married and has three 
children.

She graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of Tampa in 
1976, where she received the Outstanding 
Female Graduate Award, Class of 1976-77. In 
1977, Received the degree of Master of Business 
Administration, also from the University of 
Tampa. She then attended Georgetown 
University Law Center, where she was elected to 
The Tax Lawyer law review and received her 
Juris Doctor degree in 1980. After graduation, 
was a trial attorney for the Federal Trade 
Commission and thereafter became an Assistant 
State Attorney for Hillsborough County, Florida. 
She joined the United States Attorney's Office in 
1983. 

From January 1989 until September 24, 2001, 
she was Chief of the Asset Forfeiture Section of 
the United States Attorney's Office for the Middle 
District of Florida. Jreceived an award for 
outstanding contribution to the asset forfeiture 



program by the Executive Office for Asset 
Forfeiture in 1993. She also received Director's 
Awards in 1990 and in 1996, as well as numerous 
commendations from law enforcement agencies. 

Judge Covington has lectured extensively on 
asset forfeiture, money laundering, and complex 
prosecutions to prosecutors and law enforcement 
personnel throughout the United States. She also 
has lectured to prosecutors, law enforcement 
personnel, and judges in Chile, Argentina, 
Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, Costa Rica, and 
Honduras on trial advocacy practices and 
procedures. In addition, she served as a liaison 
between the Department of Justice and the 
Bolivian Government, assisting the Bolivians with 
their asset forfeiture program.

She is the 1999 winner of the Raymond E. 
Fernandez Award given by the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff 's Hispanic Advisory Council to the 
individual who has made outstanding 
contributions to the criminal justice system. In 
October 2001, Judge Covington was honored to 
serve as the keynote speaker at the Orange 
County Bar Association's Hispanic
Heritage Celebration Luncheon. 

On September 25, 2001, Florida Governor Jeb 



Bush appointed Covington to the Florida Second 
District Court of Appeal. President George W. 
Bush nominated Covington to the United States 
District Court for the Middle District of Florida on 
April 20, 2004, to the seat vacated by Ralph 
Wilson Nimmons, Jr. Confirmed by the Senate on 
September 7, 2004, she received commission 
three days later. Covington serves on the Tampa 
Division of the court. 

Judge Covington has long been active in 
community affairs. She served as Chair of the 
Board of Counselors of the University of Tampa; 
President of Tampa Hispanic Heritage; Regional 
President of the National Hispanic Prosecutors 
Association; and Chair of the Government Law 
Section of the Hillsborough County Bar 
Association. She also has been a member of the 
Hispanic Needs and Services Council; the 
Hispanic Professional Women's Association; and 
the Hispanic National Bar Association, as well as 
numerous other community and professional 
organizations.

Additionally, Judge Covington is a founding 
member and has been elected to the Executive 
Board of the Herbert G. Goldburg Criminal Law 
American Inn of Court. Governor Jeb Bush 
appointed Judge Covington to the Second District 



Court of Appeal, and she began her service on 
September 25, 2001.

According to a Gay Rights Info website, Judge 
Covington is perceived to be "extremely anti-gay" 
because of a ruling in a case which determined 
that " a female-to-male transsexual is still legally 
female." Because the Plaintiff was still legally a 
female, she could not legally marry another 
woman. Pretty thin evidence.

In Jan 2009 was living in Redington Shores, FL. 
(Last updated: 21/07/2001 12:46:57)
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WARREN LEWIS COVINGTON (5585). Born: 7 
Aug 1921 in Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co PA. 
Father: Covington, Lewis Knox (17018). Mother: 
Fox, Rosalie Elizabeth (5107).  Mar: about 1945 
in Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co PA to Deans, 
Florence (5814). 2nd Mar: 1960- 1961 in New 
York Co NY to Beverly (4653). 3rd Mar: 19 Dec 
1990 in Tampa, Hillsborough Co FL to Sylvia 
(16993). Died: 24 Aug 1999 in New York, New 
York Co NY aged 78.  Composer, Conductor, 
Arranger, Trombonist, Singer. Address, 1939 
Valentine's Road, Westbury, Long Island, New 
York. 

Educated at Darby High School, Philadelphia and 
learned to play trombone in his hometown 
suburbs. First job with Isham Jones in 1939, 
subsequently with Mitchell Ayres and Horace 
Heidt Band with Frankie Carle (Piano) and Fazola 
Irving Prestopnik (Clarinet), until 1943, when he 
joined the Coast Guard. Warren is described as 
"A brilliant lead trombonist". In Tars & Spars show 
while in service with U.S. Coast Guard, 1943-45. 

Joined Les Brown after discharge in late 1945, for 
5 months working with Steve Madrick, Ted Nash, 
Eddie Scherr (Sax), Don Jacoby, Jimmy Zito 
(Trumpet), Geoff Clarkson (Piano) and Doris Day 
(Vocals) before joining Gene Krupa in 1946. From 



1946 to 1956 he was on CBS staff in New York. 
Led a group called The Commanders 1946-47. 
Joined the Tommy Dorsey Band in 1950 and 
assumed leadership in February 1958 after 
Dorsey's death, taking it on the road and making 
records on the Decca label, with his wife Kathee 
Covington, as singer. The band became known 
under his own name after 1961. They toured 
England in 1974. Their most well known recording 
is said to be "The Tipsy Trombone". Dorsey had 
been Warren's early influence. 

Also recorded with studio big bands 
accompanying Charles Mingus (1971), Randy 
Weston (1972), Bobby Hacket (1973) and George 
Benson (1974). He continues to be active as a 
studio musician and in films. (The Big Bands - 
George T Simon) (The Encyclopeadia Of Jazz & 
The Encyclopeadia Of Jazz in the 60s - Leonard 
Feather) (The Encyclopeadia Of Jazz in the 70s - 
Leonard Feather/I.Gitter)

Info from website: http://nfo.net/usa/c5.html "As a 
child, Covington first studied trombone, with a 
private instructor in a suburb of his hometown. He 
subsequently studied composition with Danny 
Hurd at New York University; and voice with Dr. 
Stetson Humphrey in Hollywood, California. His 
career began in the late 1930s. In 1939, he 



played with Isham Jones. He worked with the 
Horace Heidt orchestra from 1941-'43. In the mid-
1940s, he worked with Les Brown and Gene 
Krupa orchestras before joining CBS's music 
staff. During World War II, he served in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, 1943-45, incl. "Tars and Spars" 
show. From 1946 and 1947, Covington led The 
Commanders group 

In 1950, he first recorded with Tommy Dorsey's 
band, and in 1958 became the leader after 
Dorsey died. From 1961 into the '70s, Covington 
toured with the band (heading it under his name). 
During the '70s, he was heard on various film 
soundtracks, and also recorded with 'studio' big 
bands accompanying such stars as Bobby 
Hackett, Randy Weston, Charles Mingus, and 
George Benson. 

There is an interesting sidenote to Covington's 
stay with Heidt. Heidt had gotten the idea to own 
three places. He actually did buy the 'Casino 
Gardens', in Santa Monica, California. He also 
wanted to buy the 'Graystone Manor' in Detroit, 
and the 'Glen Island Casino', in New Rochelle, 
NY (then owned by the city). It was Heidt's idea to 
set up two more bands, - the Frankie Carle 
Orchestra, the Warren Covington Orchestra and 
his own Horace Heidt Orchestra. These three 



bands would rotate, broadcasting from each 
venue. As a benefit of the broadcasts, the bands 
could then set up tours. The plan came crashing 
down when an ASCAP-BMI fight caused a ban on 
recordings. In November 1945, Covington 
resumed work as a sideman, with Les Brown, 
remaining with Brown for five or six months, 
followed by a brief period with Gene Krupa. 

After his service discharge at the end of WWII, 
Covington became a 'sessions' man in the New 
York city studios. He spent about 10 years in the 
studios. In September 1950, he even played in 
Tommy Dorsey's band on a pair of recording 
sessions. In 1956-'57, while on the staff at CBS, 
he began to think about forming his own band. 
With the help of the Willard Alexander booking 
agency, he was signed as leader of 'The 
Commanders', a recording group on the Decca 
label. Then Tommy Dorsey died. The Dorsey 
estate contacted the Willard Alexander booking 
agency, and the Estate and Agency selected 
Covington as front man for a new Tommy Dorsey 
Orchestra, In February 1958, Covington and the 
band hit the road 

Covington led the Dorsey band for 3-1/2 years, 
through September 1961. However, having to 
play 6-7 nights a week took its toll, and even 



before his contract was up, he began hoping for a 
less hectic pace. So, he gave the estate a year's 
notice, and then continued on as 'Warren 
Covington and orchestra', doing that ever since. 

In 1969, he cut some Dorsey-style recordings of 
recent pop songs for the 'Reader's 
Digest'.company A few years later, he applied to 
the U.S. Patent Office for rights to the names 
"The Pied Pipers" and "The Clambake 7." 
Covington used the trademarks in his various 
tributes to the Tommy Dorsey band, including a 
22-day tour to the United Kingdom in 1974, that 
also featured Dorsey alumni Sy Oliver, Skeets 
Herfurt, Johnny Mince, and Pee Wee Erwin. The 
"Tommy Dorsey Orchestra led by Warren 
Covington" also appeared on a PBS-TV 
fundraiser, "Big Band Bash," taped in New York 
City in 1978; and also appeared at one of 
President Reagan's inaugural balls in 
Washington, D.C. in January 1985. 

During his long career, Covington's musical talent 
helped the Big Bands of Les Brown, Tommy 
Dorsey, Gene Krupa, and even the Allman 
Brothers rock band. He also helped such singers 
as crooner Perry Como. His talent was also used 
in the Hollywood studios, including playing on the 
soundtrack of "The Godfather". "



- - - - - - - -
Warren Covington - "For You, Mr. Covington" by 
Christopher Popa

He gets credited most often as director of the 
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, which he led from 
1958-61, the period when it recorded a top 10 
dance favorite, Tea for Two Cha Cha. 

But Warren Covington's musical achievements 
span several decades before and after that, so I 
was proud to introduce him when he played a one-
nighter at the Palace Theater in Canton, Ohio in 
May 1986. "I mean, this is my life," he told me, 
"and I treat every performance as if it was for the 
worldwide television. 'Cause I love it. I'm very 
fussy, I like class, I like a classy band, I like a 
classy act, and I like it diversified." 

His career certainly was varied, starting off as a 
sideman with Isham Jones in 1939, then Mitchell 
Ayres the following year, and Horace Heidt after 
that. I asked Covington when he first got the 
desire to lead his own big band.

"Well the germ of that had been put into my head 
by Horace Heidt," he replied. "In '41-'42-'43, I was 
with Heidt and he wanted to get and own three 



places. He wanted to get and set me up with a 
band, Frankie Carle and a band, and him. He did 
buy the Casino Gardens down in Santa Monica, 
he wanted to buy the Graystone Manor in Detroit, 
and he wanted to buy the Glen Island Casino [in 
New Rochelle, NY], which was owned by the 
state. And he was gonna have the bands, each 
one of us, and we would rotate - it was a 
marvelous idea! And then do the road work and 
get the benefit of the radio broadcasts. We would 
broadcast from there." 

"But then," according to Covington, "there was an 
ASCAP-BMI fight and that meant no recordings, 
so I never recorded with him. And it's too bad for 
me because everybody had made it before the 
war - and I did in a way, but I didn't have records 
like them. But as soon as I came out, I did. So 
then I had thought of it at that time, but then I had 
forgotten about it." 

He resumed work as a sideman, with Les Brown, 
starting in November 1945 for five or six months, 
followed by a brief period with Gene Krupa. Still 
Covington did not yet form his own group.

"My life went into a different direction," he 
explained to me. "I went into the studios in New 
York for ten years, and then I got restless and 



that's when I started to think again, in '56-'57, 
about getting a band."

He was on the staff at CBS and had a full 
schedule of recording dates. (He even played in 
Tommy Dorsey's band on a pair of disc sessions 
in September 1950). Yet studio work, while stable 
and lucrative, can sometimes become a trap for 
musicians who want a more adventurous musical 
diet. 

With the assistance of the Willard Alexander 
booking agency, he was signed as leader of The 
Commanders, a recording group on Decca. 
"While I was doing that, Tommy died, and the 
estate contacted me through Willard, and that's 
when I decided to make the transition," he 
remembered. 
 
Covington was selected as front man for a new 
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, and hit the road with 
the band in February 1958. I wondered how 
difficult it was for him to assume Tommy's role. 
"Now that's a very good question, Chris," he 
answered. "In my earlier days, I copied him to a 
't.' Everything, everything! Tommy was known to 
play a little sharp, on the upper end of the pitch," 
he claimed, "which sounds very normal to me, I 
like it. Doc Severinsen likes it sharp, too, on the 



pitch, it's brilliant that way."

I then asked who decided to make Tea for Two 
into a cha-cha. "That was my idea," he smiled. "I 
got it from what they call in New York 'club date 
bands,' and they were doing that. But the cha-cha 
hadn't quite broken through. So I mentioned it to 
my producer, who also liked Latin music. I love 
Latin music. And so we did it, and boy it just took 
off. Decca didn't even know they had a hit. And it 
broke in New York, which was unheard of - they 
always come out here, to break records in. Akron 
was always one of the big towns, Akron-Canton, 
to try out records and see how the response is." 

Covington led the Dorsey band for 3-1/2 years, 
through September 1961. However, even before 
his contract was up, he began hoping for a less 
hectic pace. 

"I just couldn't take that 6-7 nights a week 
anymore, it just seemed like a blind alley," he 
commented. "It was just too hard on me. So I 
gave the estate a year's notice, and then I 
continued on as Warren Covington and orchestra, 
which I really have been doing ever since."

A few years after making some very appealing 
Dorsey-style recordings of recent pop songs for 



Reader's Digest in 1969, he applied to the U.S. 
Patent Office for rights to the names "The Pied 
Pipers" and "The Clambake 7". He used those 
trademarks to play in tribute to Tommy, including 
a 22-day tour to the United Kingdom in 1974, 
featuring Dorsey alumni Sy Oliver, Skeets 
Herfurt, Johnny Mince, and Pee Wee Erwin; a 
PBS-TV fundraiser, "Big Band Bash," taped in 
New York City in 1978; and an appearance at one 
of President Reagan's inaugural balls in 
Washington, D.C. in January 1985. 

"Each person, you start following somebody and 
then the 'you' comes out," he said to me. "And 
you start to do things a little differently ecause I'm 
not the same person. I'm not a fingerprint like 
Tommy," as he put it, "and it wasn't necessary 
that I emulate the clipness that he went from tone 
to tone or the sharpness, nobody knew that, it's 
the melody that they know and I play. But I did 
learn, and still do, the tone projection. 'Cause 
when I play, I play to the far wall and the tone 
comes out. I don't have to play loud, but it 
projects and I learned that from listening to him, 
and I still do that." 

Yet other times, like on recordings with everyone 
from crooner Perry Como to the Allman Brothers 
rock band and movie soundtracks including "The 



Godfather," Covington was his own man - classy 
and diversified, exactly the way he liked it.
 
- - - - - - - - 
Personal contribution from daughter-in-law 
Elizabeth in March 2010 reads "Warren Lewis 
Covington was my father-in-law, born August 7, 
1921 in Philadelphia, he passed away in 1999. 
Lewis K. Covington (K is for Knox) was my 
husbands great grandfather. Yesterday I traced 
Lewis Covington born 1785, Culpeper, Virginia. 
Married to Sally Ann Beazley born 1814, 
Culpeper Virginia, married 13 September 1834 in 
Caroline, Virginia. They had ten children and a 
son named Lewis Covington born 1844, 
Culpeper, VA. Lewis served in the America Civil 
War, Confederacy, in the ranch Light Artillery 
Battery Virginia from 8 February 1863 to 7 
October 1864 He was promoted to Full Corporal 
on 18 Aug 1864.
 
My husbands family made it a little easier to 
follow them from generation to generation as they 
all carried the name Lewis or Lewis C. Covington. 
Don's great father was Lewis K. Covington, born 
May 5, 1888, Philadelphia PA, His father was 
Lewis K Covington born 1858 in Philadelphia PA. 
Lewis K. Covington born 1844 in Culpeper VA., 
moved to Philadelphia, PA. 



 
There is a link out of Virginia with a Lewis 
Covington going back to England, in the 
Huntingdon area. I am still working on tracing 
records to be sure this is correct. 
 
My husband's father was Warren Lewis 
Covington, who was a famous trombonist worked 
with Les Brown, Lombardi and eventually took 
over the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra when Mr. 
Dorsey died. He went on to do most of the music 
at the Ed Sullivan Studio, sessions in "The 
Godfather", "Barbarela", etc., Warren did well with 
his hit gold record "Tea for Two Cha Cha" in the 
late fifties. Warren Lewis Covington, unfortunately 
broke the chain naming his male children Lewis, 
the oldest Donald Warren Covington (my 
husband), Dennis, Dave, Cathie, Christopher and 
Saundra. Warren was married three times, 
Florence Deans (first three boys) from 
Philadelphia, Beverly (called her Kathie) (two girls 
and a boy) and Sylvia, no children with Warren, 
who is still living in Florida. 
 
You might want to check 
www.FamilySearch.com, I found allot of 
information and www.Ancestry.com. You can also 
look up Warren L Covington on line and they give 
you his bio. The problem being there are few 



items that are incorrect. Warren died in the 
Tampa area and they do not mention his first 
wife, Flo or Florence (he called her Terre)"

- - - - - - - - 
His known addresses were: 1939 - Valentines 
Rd., Westbury, Long Island, NY (late 1950s); 151 
Fox Hollow Rd., Wyckoff, NJ (1960s); 11223 
Pocket Brook Dr., Tampa, FL (1990s)

Letter from 3rd wife, Sylvia to Christopher Popa in 
Nov 2005: "Warren and I were introduced by a 
mutual friend when he relocated to Tampa in 
1989 and we were married in our home on Dec. 
19, 1990. Buddy Morrow was the best man and 
Connie Haines sang. Connie and Warren 
performed together often. She remains a close 
friend. 

Warren and I shared a passion for music and, as 
I was a retired dancer from The Tampa Ballet, a 
mutual appreciation and understanding of life in 
'show business.' We also shared a combined 
family of 10 children and ever-increasing 
grandchildren. People closest to Warren 
attributed his success to an incredible energy that 
would electrify a room. He actually glowed on 
stage. He never lost it. Warren practiced every 
day of our ten years together until just before he 



died. 

Another more interesting fact is that Warren's first 
professional gig was at the Steel Pier on Tybee 
Island, GA and 52 years later, also his last 
professional gig. " (Last updated: 17/03/2021 
00:09:05)
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Wickliffe COVINGTON (4402). Born: 2 Jul 1867 in 
Shelby Co KY. Father: Cooper, Robert Wickliffe 
(0). Mother: Venable, Sarah Steele (0).  Mar: 18 
May 1892 in Kentucky KY to Covington, Robert 
Wells (5498). Died: 1 Dec 1938 in Bowling Green, 
Warren Co KY aged 71.  She was an American 
painter, notable as a student of Ella Sophonisba 
Hergesheimer. The daughter of Robert Wickliffe 
(who died a few weeks before she was born) and 
Sarah Steele (Venable) Cooper, she studied at 
Sayre Female Institute, the New England 
Conservatory of Music and the Art Students 
League of New York. She also studied art with 
James Carroll Beckwith, Kenyon Cox, William 
Merritt Chase and Wayman Elbridge Adams. She 
later taught art at Potter College for Young Ladies 
in Bowling Green. In 1892, she married Robert 
Wells Covington, an attorney. (Wikipedia entry)

Kentucky Women Artists 1850-1970 website 
adds - After resigning her teaching position, she 
converted a log cabin near the Covington home 
into a studio where she taught private lessons 
and painted. Wickliffe was educated at the Sayre 
Female Institute in Lexington, the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston and New York 
City's Art Students League. 

She studied with Carroll Beckwith, Kenyon Cox, 



William M. Chase and Wayman Adams. Known 
locally for her portraits of prominent Bowling 
Green citizens, Covington also executed flower 
paintings and still lifes. Covington's work was 
exhibited throughout the South and West where 
the Covingtons had a second home in Carmel, 
California.

Covington exhibited at the 1904 World's Fair in 
St. Louis. 

Along with noted artists, such as William Merritt 
Chase and photographer Ansel Adams, 
Covington was an artist and resident of the 
Carmel art colony. Her first recorded visit was 
during the spring and summer of 1911, when she 
exhibited "tooled leather" at the Annual of the 
Carmel Arts and Crafts Club. She purchased a 
studio-home, continued as a regular seasonal 
resident with her husband, and exhibited on the 
Pacific coast with the Monterey County Fair, 
Santa Cruz Art League, and Carmel Art 
Association until 1937.[9] She also exhibited her 
art in the southern United States.
 
Her painting Portrait of Clarence Underwood 
McElroy is in the Kentucky Museum collection of 
the Western Kentucky University. About 1895 she 
made a portrait of Judge Robert William Wells 



(1795-1864) of Missouri. In addition to the 
paintings that she made of notable Bowling Green 
residents, she also painted still lifes and flowers. 
She made a poster Aunt Jane of Kentucky, which 
was used to promote Eliza Calvert Hall's 
daughter's teahouse business.
 
Her works were exhibited in 2001 at the Kentucky 
Women Artists, 1850-1970 show at the Kentucky 
Library & Museum, Owensboro Museum of Art. 
(Last updated: 24/09/2009 15:11:15)
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WILLIAM BERRILL COVINGTON (2508). Born: 
27 Nov 1817 in Bedford, Bedfordshire. Father: 
Covington, Berrill (2505). Mother: Hodges, 
Elizabeth (4216).  Mar: 26 Jul 1838 in Bedford, 
Bedfordshire to Heaward, Elizabeth Gill (15574). 
2nd Mar: 12 Apr 1852 in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake 
Co UT to Lemon, Ann Elizabeth (4289). 3rd Mar: 
28 Feb 1858 in Utah Co UT to Heath, Rachel 
(6038). 4th Mar: about 1869 in Ogden, Weber Co 
UT to Woodmansee, Mary Ellen (15577). Died: 
31 Dec 1905 in Ogden, Weber Co UT aged 88.  
One of the original Utah Mormon Pioneer 
Overland Travellers (1847-1868). 

Known as Berrill. First wife may have been 
named Griffiths. Emigrated to the U.S. in mid 
1840s & endowed inti the Nauvoo Temple 21 Jan 
1846.

Set off with Edward Hunter/Jacob Foutz 
Company for California (1847). 155 individuals 
and 59 wagons were in the company when it 
began its journey from the outfitting post on the 
Elkhorn River about 27 miles west of Winter 
Quarters, Nebraska on 24 June 1847 arriving in 
Sacramento. 

Article "Saturday, June 19, 1847 on the Oregon 
Trail:



Elkhorn River, Nebraska: - The Jacob Foutz fifty 
moved out. They were part of the Edward Hunter 
Company. The Foutz fifty consisted of 59 wagons 
and 155 people. 

[Included in the second ten led by Alva Keller 
were: Berrill Covington, Nathaniel Morgan Dodge, 
Sarah Melissa Dodge, Frederic Heath, Henry 
Heath, Thomas Heath, Ann Hunter, Ann Eliza 
Stanley Hunter, Edward Hunter, Mary Ann 
Hunter, Sarah Ann Hunter, Alva Keller, Nancy 
Ann Keller, Roxey, Keller, Susanna Mann, Sarah 
Ann Whitney Potter, Gardner Godrey Potter, 
William George Potter, Wm. W. Potter, William 
Starrett, and Henry Tuttle.] "

Embarked on 2nd leg of his trip to Utah with the 
Amasa M. Lyman Company (1850) commencing 
17 Aug 1850. Thirty-four men travelled in this 
company from Sacramento, California. They 
crossed the Sierra Mountains to Carson Valley, 
then followed the north route taken by many 
coming in search of gold in California, to Salt 
Lake City, arriving 29 Sep 1850. 

Appears in 1880 U.S. Census residing at 2nd 
Ward, Ogden, Weber UT with wife Mary & 
children Orson & Anna.



Buried on 4th Jan 1906 in Ogden, Weber UT.

Covington Mountain near Mojave is named after 
him. (Last updated: 25/11/2020 15:36:57)

William Berrill 
Covington 2508 - 
Covington 
Mountain near 
Mojave, right.jpg



WILLIAM COVINGTON (2642). Born: about 1593 
in Harrold, Bedfordshire. Father: not known (0). 
Mother: not known (0).  Mar: about 1615 in 
England to name not known (). Died: about 1638 
in Bedfordshire aged 45.  The Harrold History 
website reports the following "The Covington 
Family: American Colonists and Pioneers"

Many of the U.S. Covington family can be traced 
back in Harrold to Elizabethan times when 
William Covington was born in the village in 
around 1593. There were Covingtons in other 
parts of North Beds, including Bedford and 
nearby Turvey and, of course, in the village of 
Covington just across the county border in the 
Kimbolton part of Huntingdonshire.

We know little of the early life of William in 
Harrold or of his wife, but a son George was born 
in 1617 and sadly died that same year. In 
November 1618 a second son William was born 
and eventually there were three more children, 
Joan, Hannah and Robert. The family all grew up 
in Harrold and in 1639 William was married in 
nearby Pavenham to Ann. Within the first few 
years of this marriage Ann died and, sometime in 
the 1640s, William emigrated to America (this 
coincided with The English Civil War).



Today there are more than a thousand names of 
the direct descendants of the Harrold branch 
stemming from “William Covington the 
Immigrant”. Within this single branch of a family is 
the story of the making of America – early 
settlements in Virginia and the Carolinas, wagon 
train migration to Tennessee and to Missouri, and 
military involvement in the Revolutionary War the 
Mexican War, the American Civil War (on both 
sides) and two world wars. Between these major 
events ordinary people were involved in farming, 
setting up businesses, missionary involvement in 
the churches, public service, academic life and, 
even, rocket science. The Harrold branch of the 
Covingtons certainly played its part in the 
foundation of modern America. (info from 
Benjamin Johnson, descendent of Ann Covington 
and Thomas Hawkins) (Last updated: 29/05/2002 
17:35:37)
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WILLIAM JACOB COVINGTON (11420). Born: 1 
Jul 1838 in Spartanburg, Spartanburg Co SC. 
Father: not known (0). Mother: not known (0).   
Died: 24 Jan 1910 in Memphis, Shelby Co TN 
aged 71.  Pvt. William Jacob Covington was the 
first district Court Clerk of the Camp County, 
Texas. A year following the American Civil War, 
Covington moved to Texas, and there in 1876, he 
was elected to serve as the first district court clerk 
of the newly formed Camp County, Texas.

He was born in a two-story chestnut log home 
built by his relatives in 1799. Private (Pvt.) 
Covington fought in eight major Civil War battles. 
Among these were the battle of Harpers Ferry, 
Antietam, battle of Fredericksburg, battle of 
Chancellorsville, battle of Gettysburg and battle of 
Williamsport also known as Falling Waters.

After surviving the battle of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, he was captured at Falling Waters, 
Maryland on July 14, 1863 during Lee's retreat 
from Baltimore, Maryland. From Baltimore he was 
sent to Point Lookout POW camp.

Pvt. Covington was among the 975 repatriated 
soldiers who traveled the New York exchange 
steamer to City Point, VA, after being formally 
exchanged on March 19, 1863. A few months 



later he rejoined his 18th North Carolina unit. 
During the Battle of Jerusalem Plank Road, he 
was wounded and re-captured. His leg was 
amputated at City Point and again at Campbell 
Gen. Hospital in DC. He was sent to two different 
hospitals in Washington, DC (where the Mall is 
now located by the Smithsonian Institution).

Signing his parole in July 18, 1865, he was 
released and with one leg and a pair of crutches 
he made his way "walking" back to Spartenburg 
Dist. South Carolina. Before arriving at home he 
met his older brother who had been shot through 
the neck and captured late in the war. The two 
arrived home together, both had been long given 
up for dead.

After the harvesting of crops in the early fall of 
1870, the Covington, Weaver and McIntyre 
families traveled by covered wagons from 
Rutherford Co., NC to Upshur Co., Texas, arriving 
in late 1870. In 1874, Camp County, Texas was 
formed out of Upshur Co., Texas and Covington 
was elected as the first district/county court clerk 
of the newly created Camp County. The positions 
for district and county clerks were a consolidated 
position in Texas until the end of the 
reconstruction period in 1876.



Pvt. Covington was buried at the St. John's 
Episcopal Church Cemetery adjacent to the 
Memphis Museum, Central Ave., Memphis, TN. 
His place of burial was designated with an official 
historical plaque from the State of Texas 
Historical Survey Committee on October 20, 
1970. (jayc_76@hotmail.com). (Last updated: 
25/10/2001 22:26:39)
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WILLIAM JOEL COVINGTON (14347). Born: 8 
Nov 1977 in Rockingham, Richmond Co NC. 
Father: Covington, Allen Gene (14349). Mother: 
Gates, Deborah (14350).  Mar: during 1999 in 
North Carolina NC to Callahan, Crystal (14351).  
Known as Bucky, he was born in Rockingham, 
North Carolina, to Mr. Gene Covington and 
Deborah Gates on November 8, 1977, along with 
his identical twin brother, Robert David "Rocky" 
Covington. He worked at Covington's Body Shop 
in Hamlet (910) 582-1768 584 Mill Rd, Hamlet, 
NC 28345. Their biological parents have divorced 
and remarried; their stepparents are Tracey 
Covington and Alan Gates. The Gates reside in 
Wagram.

Bucky is the nickname he also shares with his 
grandfather. He graduated in the class of 1996 
from Richmond Senior High School. Bucky and 
Rocky are musicians; the latter being the former 
lead singer of the North Carolina band Swamp 
Cat. In 1998 when the Covington twins were 20 
years old, they were in a minor automobile 
mishap. Bucky allegedly assumed to be Rocky. 
They were processed for deceiving the 
authorities. The plaintiff failed to verify the right 
person since the twins were identical. 

Before the American Idol tour, the twins painted 



cars at Covington's Body Shop in Hamlet (910) 
582-1768 584 Mill Rd, Hamlet. In 2006, Bucky 
was married to Crystal for seven years (however, 
on February 13, 2007, Crystal announced that 
she will file for divorce). After Idol, Bucky wrote in 
USA Today that he bought a house in Franklin, 
Tennessee near Nashville. Rocky and his wife 
Terra also moved into the same house in 
January. Rocky also joined as the drummer in 
Bucky's band.

He became engaged to Katherine Cook in 2011 
who on October 10, 2014, gave birth to their 
daughter, Kennedy Taylor Covington. Bucky and 
Katherine broke off their engagement and 
separated the following year, but continue to co-
parent their daughter amicably. 

At the age of 18, Covington taught himself how to 
play the guitar and began performing at clubs. He 
is also a guitarist, bassist, drummer and 
songwriter. Over the years, Covington has 
expanded his talents, both country and rock. After 
some time, he elected to perform both original 
and cover material in a cross-genre vein.

American Idol
In the 2005-06 season, the Covington twins 
auditioned for American Idol in Greensboro, NC 



individually. Of the two, Bucky advanced to the 
final twelve. On March 22, Bucky remained in the 
bottom three, along with Lisa Tucker and Kevin 
Covais. On April 12 when Covington was in the 
bottom three with Ace Young and Elliott Yamin, 
the votes went to the latter two.

In the Top 8 results show of Season six of 
American Idol, He appeared in one of the front 
rows. Since being on Idol he has had his teeth 
capped.

Debut album: Bucky Covington
In November and December of 2006, Bucky 
Covington performed on the GAC Country Music 
Christmas tour, making him the 1st Idol from the 
5th season to be part of a major non-American 
Idol concert tour. 

Covington negotiated with Buena Vista Music 
Group's country label, Lyric Street Records. His 
debut single, "A Different World," was released to 
country radio on January 16, 2007 - coinciding 
with the premiere of American Idol (Season 6). Its 
initial debut on radio was on Sirius Satellite 
Radio's New Country channel in late December 
2006.

His debut album, Bucky Covington, was released 



on April 17, 2007, to positive reviews. It debuted 
on the Billboard 200 at #4 selling 61,000 copies. It 
also debuted at #1 on the Top Country Albums 
chart, making the album the best opening week 
for a debut album by a male on the chart since 
Billy Ray Cyrus' 1992 debut with Some Gave All. 
Thanks to his exposure on "American Idol", 
Covington's debut surpassed the previous record 
held by Jason Michael Carroll's Waitin' in the 
Country. The single "Empty Handed" will appear 
in NASCAR 08 as part of the in-game soundtrack.

Controversy
"Empty Handed" deals majorly with drugs, 
suicide, and religion, that on NASCAR 08 most of 
the second verse has words cut out. Words 
include "Amphetemines", "Surgery", "Drugs", 
"Devil", and "Purging", and even Jesus Christ's 
name is cut out of the song.

Unreleased second album: I'm Alright and Good 
Guys
In January 2009, Lyric Street noted that 
Covington has been in the studio recording his 
second album, I'm Alright. The lead-off single, "I 
Want My Life Back" was released to radio in April 
2009 and it peaked at number 32. In early 
October 2009, Covington released a cover 
version of Nickelback's hit single "Gotta Be 



Somebody" which peaked at number 51 in 
December 2009 after spending only three weeks 
on the chart. The album's third single, "A Father's 
Love (The Only Way He Knew How)," was 
released in March 2010, and peaked at number 
23. 

The album was expected for release on April 27, 
2010. However, in April 2010, it was announced 
Lyric Street Records would be closing, but 
Covington would be transferred to another label 
owned by Disney Music Group. However, 
Covington remained unsigned until October 2011 
when it was announced that he had signed as the 
"premier artist" for E1 Music's Entertainment One 
Nashville label. Covington released his second 
studio album, Good Guys, on September 11, 
2012. Two singles — "I Wanna Be That Feeling" 
and "Drinking Side of Country" — were released 
by E1 Music in promotion of the album. 

On July 14, 2015 he released an extened play 
entitled Happy Man, which included 2 single 
releases Buzzin & I Feel Ya. .

Bucky Quotes
•	"I learned two words a long time ago that help 
out a lot: 'Screw it.' If something's bothering you, 
don't dwell on it. Just let it go. Worrying ain't 



gonna do nothing but make it worse." 
(Entertainment Weekly interview, 04/13/06) 
•	"Chase your dreams. They don't come to you." 
(Last updated: 17/03/2021 00:58:24)
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WILLIAM WILKES COVINGTON (5820). Born: 19 
Mar 1887 in Henryville, Lawrence Co TN. Father: 
Covington, Robert Jefferson (17907). Mother: 
Pennington, Mary C (17908).  Mar: 30 Aug 1917 
in Grayson Co TX to Mitchell, Anna Mae (10487). 
Died: 10 Dec 1931 in Denison, Grayson Co TX 
aged 44.  Known as Tex or "The Georgian 
Peach". Baseball player. Sibling: Clarence Otto 
aka Sam Covington (5823), also a pro baseball 
player. He played for the Detroit Tigers. 
Appearing in 31 games, he posted a 4.10 ERA. 
He pitched 147 innings between 1911-1912. He 
made no errors in 1911, but three in 1912, greatly 
affected his career fielding percentage. Bats: Left, 
Throws: Right. Height: 6'1". Weight: 175 lbs. 
Major League Debut: Apr 25, 1911.

Tex Covington Trades & Transactions: 	Sold by 
Evansville (Central) to Detroit Tigers (August 12, 
1910). 	Sold by Detroit Tigers to Kansas City 
(American Association) (November 23, 1912), 
	Traded by Boston Braves with Cal Crum to 
Indianapolis (American Association) in exchange 
for Dana Fillingim (May 6, 1918). 

Military Draft Registration 1917-1918, Gayson 
County no 2, Texas, United States. In 1920 
Census was living in Denison, Grayson, TX; 
Occupation: Farmer. By 1930 Census was living 



in Precinct 2, Grayson, TX, Occupation: Railroad 
car repairman & farmer (Last updated: 
17/03/2021 00:58:24)
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